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Left:  Water Avenue, 
Grand Palace (p141)
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  the Hermitage (p44)
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VLADIMIRSKAYA & VOSSTANIYA Map on p260

æ Top Sights (p83) Experimental Sound Gallery
Alexander Nevsky Monastery ..................G5 (GEZ -21).........................................(see 11)

Fish Fabrique.....................................(see 11)
æ Sights (p87) 36 Jazz Philharmonic Hall .............................B4

1 Dostoevsky Museum.................................C3 Jesus Club ........................................(see 35)
2 Lazarus Cemetery.................................... G4 Kinoteatr Khudozhestvenny ........... (see 61)
3 Loft Project ETAGI.....................................D5 37 Lensovet Theatre...................................... C3
4 Metropolitan's House............................... H5 38 Maly Drama Theatre ................................. C3
5 Museum of Bread..................................... D4 39 Manhattan ................................................. A4
6 Museum of the Arctic & Antarctic ...........D3 40 Nikakikh Orkhidey.....................................D4
7 New Exhibition Hall................................... G4 41 Petrovich....................................................C4
8 Nikolsky Cemetery................................... H5
9 Orthodox Academy .................................. H5 þ Shopping (p98)

10 Police History Museum............................. F3 42 Art re.flex ................................................... F3
11 Pushkinskaya 10........................................D3 43 Auchan.......................................................B6
12 Rimsky-Korsakov Flat-Museum...............B4 44 Galeria........................................................D3
13 Tikhvin Cemetery ......................................G5 45 Imperial Porcelain ..................................... F3
14 Trinity Cathedral....................................... H5 46 Imperial Porcelain ..................................... C2
15 Urban Sculpture Museum ....................... H5 47 Kuznechny Market.................................... C3
16 Vladimirsky Cathedral ..............................C3 48 La Russe ....................................................C2

Lend ..................................................(see 53)
ú Eating (p91) 49 OFF .............................................................C5

Baltic Bread ..................................... (see 53) 50 Parfionova ................................................. C2
17 Bistro Garçon.............................................E3 51 Phonoteka .................................................D3
18 Bushe .........................................................C4 52 Tula Samovars .......................................... A4

Café Green Room .............................. (see 3) 53 Vladimirsky Passage................................. C3
19 Cat Café......................................................D2
20 Dom Beat ...................................................C4 Ø Sports & Activities (p100)

Fartuk ............................................... (see 26) Mops Spa..........................................(see 25)
21 Il Patio........................................................ G4 54 Skat Prokat................................................ E3
22 Imbir ...........................................................B4
23 Les Amis de Jean Jacques Rousseau......D3 ÿ Sleeping (p163)
24 Matrosskaya Tishina.................................C4 55 Brothers Karamazov................................. B4
25 Mops...........................................................C2 56 Fifth Corner ...............................................B4
26 Schastye ....................................................C3 57 Helvetia Hotel & Suites.............................D3
27 Shinok.........................................................B3 Hostel Ligovsky 74.............................(see 3)
28 Troitsky Most.............................................B4 58 Hotel Dostoevsky...................................... C3
29 U Tyoshi Na Blinakh ..................................C3 59 Kristoff Hotel .............................................C3

60 Life Hostel..................................................C2
û Drinking & Nightlife (p94) 61 Nevsky Forum ...........................................D2

Dom Beat ......................................... (see 20)
Dyuni ................................................ (see 35) ï Information (p225)

30 Griboyedov.................................................C5 62 Café Max ....................................................D2
31 Pivnaya 0.5 ................................................B4 63 Medem International Clinic
32 Rymochnaya No 1......................................D2 & Hospital ...............................................D3

Terminal Bar .................................... (see 26) 64 Tourist Information Kiosk ........................ E2
33 The Club .....................................................C3
34 Zerno Istiny................................................B4 ï Transport (p218)

65 Avtovokzal No 2 ........................................ D7
ý Entertainment (p96)

35 Dusche ...................................................... D4
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SENNAYA & KOLOMNA Map on p264

æ Top Sights (p103) û Drinking & Nightlife (p112) 
 St Isaac's Cathedral .................................. E2  41 Bardak........................................................ F4 

 42 Hundertwasser Bar...................................D4 
æ Sights (p104)  43 Shamrock ..................................................C4 
 1 Alexander Blok House-Museum ..............A5  44 Stirka..........................................................G3 
 2 Bronze Horseman ..................................... D1 
 3 Dostoevsky Houses................................... F4 ý Entertainment (p113) 
 4 Dostoevsky's Moneylender's House........D5  45 Feel Yourself Russian ...............................C2 
 5 Grand Choral Synagogue .........................C5  46 Mariinsky Concert Hall .............................B5 
 6 House of Music ..........................................B3  47 Mariinsky Theatre .....................................C4 
 7 Manege Central Exhibition Hall ................E2  48 Rimsky-Korsakov Conservatory..............D4 
 Mariinsky Theatre ........................... (see 47)  Yusupov Palace Theatre..................(see 22) 
 8 Museum of the History of Religion...........D3 
 9 Nabokov Museum .....................................E3 þ Shopping (p114) 
 10 New Holland...............................................C3  49 Bee-keeping............................................... F5 
 11 Nikolsky Cathedral ....................................D5  50 Gallery of Dolls .......................................... E3 
 12 Old Yusupov Palace................................... F6  Kosher Shop.......................................(see 5) 
 13 Pl Dekabristov (Decembrists’ Sq) ............E1  Mariinsky Art Shop ..........................(see 47) 
 14 Popov Communications Museum............D2  51 Mir Espresso.............................................. E4 
 15 Railway Museum ....................................... F5  52 Sennaya .....................................................G5 
 16 Raskolnikov House.................................... F4  53 Sennoy Market ..........................................G5 
 Rimsky-Korsakov Conservatory .... (see 48) 
 17 Rumyantsev Mansion ...............................B2 Ø Sports & Activities (p115) 
 18 Russian Vodka Museum ...........................D2  54 Bowling City...............................................G4 
 19 Sennaya pl ................................................ G4  55 Kazachiye Bani..........................................H6 
 Small Synagogue............................... (see 5)  56 Planet Fitness – Sennaya......................... F3 
 20 Trinity Cathedral........................................ E7  57 Rentbike..................................................... F4 
 21 Yusupov Gardens ...................................... F5 
 22 Yusupov Palace .........................................D3 ÿ Sleeping (p165) 

 58 Alexander House.......................................D6 
ú Eating (p110)  59 Andrey & Sasha's Homestay ...................G3 
 23 Backstage ..................................................C5  60 Arkadia....................................................... F2 
 24 Conchita Bonita........................................ G3  61 Courtyard St Petersburg Pushkin 
 25 Crocodile.................................................... F4  Hotel........................................................B6 
 26 Crocodile....................................................D2  62 Dostoevsky House Hotel .......................... F4 
 27 Entrée .........................................................D5  63 Golden Age Retro Hotel............................ F4 
 28 Fasol ........................................................... F3  64 Graffiti Hostel ............................................C4 
 29 Karavan ......................................................E6  65 Hostel on Sadovaya .................................. E5 
 Lechaim.............................................. (see 5)  66 House in Kolomna..................................... A6 
 30 Mansard .....................................................E2  67 Matisov Domik .......................................... A4 
 31 Noble Nest ................................................ D4  68 Nevsky Breeze Hotel ................................D2 
 Russian Vodka Room No 1...............(see 18)  69 Northern Lights......................................... E3 
 32 Sadko ........................................................ D4 
 33 Schümli ...................................................... F3 ï Information (p225) 
 34 Stolle (ul Dekabristov 19) ........................ D4  70 American Medical Clinic........................... E3 
 35 Stolle (ul Dekabristov 33).........................C4  71 Main Post Office........................................D2 
 36 Stroganoff Steak House ...........................D2 
 37 Sumeta.......................................................G5 ï Transport (p218) 
 38 Teplo...........................................................E2  72 English Embankment Passenger 
 39 Testo........................................................... F3  Terminal.................................................. B2 
 40 The Idiot .....................................................D3 
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æ Top Sights (p118) 9 Novy Museum ........................................... F2
Erarta Museum and Galleries of 10 People's Will D-2 Submarine Museum .... B3

Contemporary Art ..................................C4 11 Pushkin House ..........................................H2
12 Strelka........................................................H2

æ Sights (p118) 13 Temple of the Assumption....................... F4
1 Academy of Arts Museum ........................G3 14 Twelve Colleges ........................................H2
2 Central Naval Museum .............................H2
3 Church of St Andrew................................. F3 ú Eating (p122)
4 Geological Museum...................................D3 15 Black & White ............................................ F2
5 Icebreaker Krasin ......................................E4 16 Chaynaya Lozhka...................................... F2
6 Kunstkamera .............................................H2 17 Gintarus ..................................................... G1

Mendeleev Museum .........................(see 14) 18 Grad Petrov ...............................................H2
7 Menshikov Palace......................................G3 Imperator Restaurant...................... (see 18)
8 Museum of Zoology...................................H2 19 Mama Roma ..............................................G2
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20 Old Customs House.................................. H2 ÿ Sleeping (p167)
21 Russky Kitsch............................................ G3 28 Art Hotel Trezzini ...................................... F2
22 Sakartvelo ..................................................F3 29 Courtyard Marriot ......................................F1
23 Stolle........................................................... F1 30 NasHotel .................................................... E2

31 Shelfort Hotel ............................................ F2
û Drinking & Nightlife (p123) 32 Sokos Hotel Palace Bridge .......................G2

24 Helsinki Bar ................................................ F1 33 Sokos Hotel Vasilevsky............................. F3
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ï Transport (p217)
Ø Sports & Activities (p123) 34 Lieutenant Schmidt Passenger

26 Fitness House ........................................... H2 Terminal .................................................. E4
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PETROGRAD & VYBORG SIDES Map on p268
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 Coordinating Author Tom fi rst came to St Petersburg in 1996 while studying 
Russian at the School of Slavonic & East European Studies, part of the Univer-
sity of London. He loved the city so much that he came back after graduating 
and worked as a writer and editor at the St Petersburg Times. Since then he’s 
been based in London and Berlin, but returns regularly to Piter to take on docu-
mentary work and write freelance articles and Lonely Planet guides.

 Simon Richmond
 Veliky Novgorod After studying Russian history and politics as part of his university degree, 
Simon’s fi rst visit to the country was in 1994 when he wandered goggle-eyed around gorgeous 
St Petersburg, and peeked at Lenin’s mummifi ed corpse in Red Square. He’s since travelled the 
breadth of the nation from Kamchatka in the far east to Kaliningrad in the far west, stopping off  
at many points between. An award-winning writer and photographer, Simon is the coauthor of 
Lonely Planet’s Trans-Siberian Railway editions 1, 2 and 3; Russia editions 3, 5 and 6; and many 
other titles for the company, ranging from Cape Town to Korea.

 Read more about Tom at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/tommasters
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 Our Writers

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

Published by Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd
ABN 36 005 607 983
6th edition – March 2012
ISBN 978 1 74179 327 7
© Lonely Planet 2012    Photographs © as indicated 2012
10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1
Printed in China
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be copied, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, recording or otherwise, except brief extracts for the purpose of review, and no part of this publication may be sold or hired, without the 
written permission of the publisher. Lonely Planet and the Lonely Planet logo are trademarks of Lonely Planet and are registered in the US Patent 
and Trademark Office and in other countries. Lonely Planet does not allow its name or logo to be appropriated by commercial establishments, such 
as retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.com/ip.

Our Story
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their fi rst travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
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Oakland, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.



  Day One
 Historic Heart (p 42 )

 M��
Begin your fi rst day in St Petersburg 
by taking a stroll down Nevsky pr, the 

city’s vast central avenue that connects the 
Hermitage to the Alexander Nevsky Lavra 
at the far end. From the Nevsky Prospekt 
metro station, drop into the Church on the 
Spilled Blood, the Kazan Cathedral and 
end up at the dazzling ensemble of Palace 
Square, the Winter Palace and the General 
Staff  Building.

 Sennaya & Kolomna (p 101 )

 R�
Wander down the Moyka to St Isaac’s 
Cathedral, visit the astonishingly 

elaborate interiors and then climb to the top 
of the dome for superb views of the city. Con-
tinue down the Moyka to Yusupov Palace 
and the Mariinsky Theatre, ending up at 
the beautiful sky-blue Nikolsky Cathedral. 
Drop into Entrée for coff ee and cake.

 Historic Heart (p 42 )

 N�
If it’s a weekend, head down to 
Dumskaya ul for a raucous time 

with locals who like to congregate here for 
drinking, dancing and general debauchery. 
For something a little more elegant, have a 
cocktail at the Grand Hotel Europe.

 Lunch  Where better to eat than on the 
eponymous terrace of Terrassa (p 73 ).

 Dinner  Book ahead for gorgeous 
Teplo (p 111 ).

 Day Two
 Historic Heart (p 42 )

 M�  After a hearty breakfast, head to the 
Hermitage with a packed lunch in 

hand, and get ready for a day of artistic ex-
hilaration. Choose the parts of the collection 
you want to see, though leave some room for 
on-the-spot decision making – the exhibition 
is so enormous that you’ll inevitably discover 
new painters and eras you weren’t planning 
on seeing. As well as the art, don’t miss the 
staterooms, and allow yourself plenty of rest 
stops to avoid exhaustion.

 Historic Heart (p 42 )

 R��
You may still want to spend a few 
hours in the museum and make 

the most of your day ticket. After lunch, 
wander to the Mars Field or through the 
Mikhailovsky Gardens before picking up 
a sightseeing cruise around the canals – 
the best way to sightsee without having to 
do any more walking!

 Sennaya & Kolomna (p 101 )

 N��
If you’ve booked ahead, dress up to 
spend the evening watching a ballet 

from the classical repertoire of the Mariin-
sky Theatre. Even if you haven’t booked, it’s 
usually quite possible to do so last minute in 
one of the other theatres in town. For a 
post-Mariinsky drink, head to Hundert-
wasser Bar.

 Lunch  Bring your own sandwich or 
face the expensive Hermitage cafe.

 Dinner  Enjoy Italian at Park 
Giuseppe (p 73 ).

 Top  Itineraries
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 Day Three
 Petrograd & Vyborg Sides (p 124 )

 M��
Begin day three with a trip to the 
beautiful Petrograd Side. Start with 

a visit to the Peter and Paul Fortress to 
see where the city began, wander past the 
mosque and perhaps drop in to see either 
Peter’s Cabin or the very interesting Mu-
seum of Political History. Wander down 
Kamennoostrovsky pr to take in the 
Style Moderne architecture.

 Vasilyevsky Island (p 116 )

 R�
After lunch, walk across to Vasily-
evsky Island, and wander the his-

toric ensemble around the Strelka. Visit 
the fascinating Kunstkamera, Peter the 
Great’s personal cabinet of curiosities, and 
drop in to the very interesting Menshikov 
Palace to see the oldest standing palace 
in the city. If you enjoy contemporary art, 
continue on to the excellent Erarta Muse-
um of Contemporary Art, which is defi -
nitely worth the hassle of a marshrutka 
ride to get to.

 Smolny & Vosstaniya (p 81 )

 N��
Head south to happening Vosstaniya 
to gallery-, bar- and gig-hop around 

Ligovsky pr. See some new artwork at 
Loft Project ETAGI, enjoy a drink in the 
sand and some table football at Dyuni or 
see some live music at underground club 
Zoccolo.

 Lunch  Enjoy a relaxed and stylish 
lunch at Mesto (p 135 ).

 Dinner  Dine in understated Russian 
elegance at Restoran (p 122 ).

 Day Four
 Day Trips from 
St Petersburg (p 140 )

 M��
Head out of the city early to spend 
the day in tsarist opulence. Go 

fi rst to Tsarskoe Selo in order to visit 
the Catherine Palace during its open-
ing hours for individuals (as opposed to 
groups) and have a walk in the gardens. If 
you’re still wanting more, Pavlovsk is a 
quick bus ride away and the park is even 
wilder and more beautiful.

 Historic Heart (p 42 )

 R�
After lunch, head for the Russian 
Museum, the perfect complement 

to the Hermitage. This spectacular (and 
far more manageable) museum showcases 
seven centuries of Russian art from church 
icons to the avant-garde. Buy the full ticket 
and add on the Stroganov Palace, Mar-
ble Palace and Mikhailovsky Castle for 
some fabulous interiors too.

 Smolny & Vosstaniya (p 81 )

 N��
Enjoy the bars around ul Rubinsh-
teyna – have a drink at Terminal 

Bar, then perhaps see some live bands 
at Manhattan. For more music, have a 
Soviet-era dance at Petrovich, or head to 
alternative favourite Griboyedov for some 
electronic music or Kitaysky Lyotchik 
Dzhao Da for some guitar-based sounds.

 Lunch Back in town, head to Garçon 
(p 72 ) on Kanal Griboyedov.

 Dinner  Dine with the cool kids at 
fabulous Dom Beat (p 91 ).
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