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Why Go?
In short: big things come in small packages. The intrigu-
ing kingdom of Swaziland is diminutive, but boasts a huge 
checklist for any visitor. Rewarding wildlife watching? Tick. 
Adrenalin-boosting activities such as rafting and mountain 
biking? Tick. Lively and colourful local culture, with cele-
brations and ceremonies still common practice? Tick. Plus 
there are superb walking trails, stunning mountain and flat-
land scenery, and excellent, high-quality handicrafts.

Presiding over this is King Mswati III, the last remaining 
absolute monarch in Africa, who, despite his critics, is is the 
source of national pride, and local culture is flourishing. 
This is exemplified in its national festivals – the Incwala 
ceremony and the Umhlanga (Reed) dance.

The excellent road system makes Swaziland a pleasure 
to navigate. Accommodation ranges from hostels to family-
friendly hotels, wilderness lodges and upmarket retreats. 
Many travellers make a flying visit on their way to Kruger 
National Park, but it’s well worth lingering here if you can.

When to Go

Jan–Apr Hot 
weather; lush 
vegetation and full 
rivers provide per-
fect photographic 
backdrops

Feb–Mar Buganu 
season – enjoy 
home-brew 
marula wine in 
rural Swaziland

May–Sep Cooler 
days and winter 
foliage make for 
wonderful wildlife 
viewing in the 
lowveld
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Best Wildlife 
Experiences

»» Mkhaya Game Reserve 
(p524) 

»» Hlane Royal National Park 
(p524) 

Best Places to 
Stay

»» Malandela’s B&B (p521) 
»» Mkhaya Game Reserve 

(p525) 
»» Mlilwane Wildlife  

Sanctuary (p520) 
»» Bulembu (p523) 

Swaziland

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



Sw
azilan

d ﻿
Sw

azilan
d ﻿

Sw
azilan

d ﻿

516

(50km)
Maputo

To

MPUMALANGA

Sihlutse

Sandlane
Mahlanya

Jeppe's Reef

Onverwacht

Phinduvuke

Ezulwini

Manzini
Lobamba

MBABANE

Enkhaba
Forbes Reef

Motjane

Ngwenya

Phuzumoya

Siphofaneni

Nsoko

Lubuli
Maloma

Mhlosheni Sihultse

Sicunusa

Mgazini

Luyengo
Matsapha

Hhelehhele

Mpisi

Mafutseni

Luve

Mliba

LonhluphekoMpaka

Mhlumeni

Maphiveni

Simunye

Tambankulu

Bholekane

Sihhoya

Ngonini

Herefords

Gege

Lundzi

Goba

Peak

Big Bend

Nhlangano

Lavumisa

Piet Retief

Sidvokodvo

Bhunya

Mhlambanyatsi

Mankayane

Hlathikulu

Siteki

Piggs

Barberton

Bulembu

Tshaneni

Mhlume

Namaacha

NR
Malolotja

NR
Mantenga

Hawane NR

Mbuluzi GR

Mlawula NR

NP
Hlane Royal

M
ak

on
jw

a

Dam
Luphohlo

Dam
Maguga

Hawane Dam

Dam
Mnjoli

van Eck Dam
Hendick

Dam
Sifunga

Dam
Nyetane

Reservoir
River
Sand

Ngwempisi Gorge

Gorge

Range
Mgwayiza

V
al

le
y

G
ra

ndMahlangatsha

M
 O

 U
 N

 T
 A

 I N
 S

L
 E

 B
 O

 M
 B

 OTimbutini

Bulunga

M
hl

os
he

ni

Phophonyane Falls

River

Lusutfu

nezaNdol

wana

Lusush

River

U
sutu

Lusutfu
River

RiverpisiNgwem

River

River

M
bu

luz
an

e

River
Komati

R
iv

er

Mbuluzi

R
iv

er
Si

til
o

Rive
r

M
hl

at
hu

ze

River

River

Ngwavuma

Ri
ve

r

mat
i

Mlu

M
ko

nd
vo

 R
ive

r

SWAZILAND

(SOUTH AFRICA)

M
O

ZA
M

B
IQ

U
E

International Airport
Matsapha

N
17

N
2

2

MR9

MR9

MR8

MR7

MR3

MR8

MR4

MR3

MR5

M13

MR1

MR18

MR19

MR16

MR26

MR11

Waverley

Nerston

Houtkop

Bothashoop

Matsamo

Mananga

Salitje

Mahamba

Golela

Oshoek

Lomahasha

Mlilwane WS

Valley
Malkerns

Usutu River

GR
Mkhaya

Valley
Ezulwini

LEGEND

NP
NR
WS

National Park
Nature Reserve
Wildlife Sanctuary

Game ReserveGR

0 30 km
0 15 miles

1 Watching rare black rhinos 
in the wild at Mkhaya Game 
Reserve (p524)

2 Browsing the craft shops 
and royal heartland in the 
Ezulwini Valley (p518) and the 
Malkerns Valley (p521)

3 Shooting wondrous white-
water rapids down Usutu 
River (p520)

4 Cycling or meandering in 
the wilderness, and relaxing 
in its lodges, at Mlilwane 
Wildlife Sanctuary (p518)

5 Digging in for the night 
in a community-run hut and 
experiencing the best of local 
culture (p524)

Swaziland Highlights




