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Croatia It’s been more than two decades since Anja left her native Croatia. The 
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Itiner-
aries

Whether you’ve got 10 days or two 
months, these itineraries provide 
a starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime. Want more inspiration? 
Head online to lonelyplanet.
com/thorntree to chat with other 
travellers.
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Ten Days
Highlights in a Hurry

For a taste of the Adriatic coast, base yourself in Dubrovnik for a few days. Spend a 
day in the Old Town enjoying resplendent views from the meticulously restored city 
walls. Get an early start on your second day for a day or overnight trip to Mostar, 
in Bosnia and Hercegovina, for a glimpse of the iconic Balkan bridge and to explore 

resurrected Ottoman, Orthodox and Austro-Hungarian architectural gems shining like new 
again. Next, head to nearby Montenegro for an overnight stay at the sublime Bay of Kotor 
with its majestic rock ramparts.

From Dubrovnik, fly to the thriving metropolis of Athens. After a couple of days explor-
ing the ancient Acropolis and museums, move on to Meteora to boggle at 14th century 
monasteries perched on rocky cliff tops. Continue overland to lively Thessaloniki, with 
its Byzantine cultural treasures. Finally, take a bus or fly to the minaret-studded skyline of  
İstanbul, one of the greatest cities in the world. With the polished glamour of Europe and 
the exotic energy of Asia, İstanbul is the place to end your Southeastern Europe sojourn 
with thoughts of starting on the spice trail into the Middle East.
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Six Weeks
Southeastern Europe from A to T

This ambitious overland odyssey takes in all twelve countries of the region from 
Albania to Turkey. 

Start in İstanbul, at the juncture of East and West, before heading to Antalya on 
the ‘Turkish Riviera’. Continue along the coast to the ancient Roman City of Ephesus 

(Efes). Work your way through ruins along the coast, past the legendary town of Troy with 
a side trip to the WWI pilgrimage site of Gallipoli. 

Back in İstanbul, cross into Bulgaria and enjoy the Black Sea, first at laid-back Sozopol 
and then further north at more dynamic Varna. After traipsing through Rusenski Lom 
Nature Park, make your way to the Romanian capital of Bucharest for a couple of days of 
city sightseeing. Explore mountains and castles from the Gothic town of Braşov, then via 
the Saxon town of Sibiu, keep moving to Serbia’s heady capital, Belgrade. 

If your timing is right, head north to the EXIT music festival in Novi Sad, and explore 
the mellow monasteries of nearby Fruška Gora. Make the overland journey across inland 
Croatia to Zagreb. From there, take a relaxing detour to Slovenia’s capital Ljubljana and 
the nearby town of Bled. Now plunge directly south to Rijeka back into Croatia. Wind your 
way down the Dalmatian coast to Zadar and then Split, from where you can enjoy some 
island hopping. 

From the walled city of Dubrovnik, detour into Bosnia and Hercegovina for the historic 
old town of Mostar and its rebuilt old bridge. Immerse yourself in the fascinating cultural 
fusions of Sarajevo before returning to the sea, this time at Montenegro’s Bay of Kotor. 
Head inland to visit the awesome Ostrog Monastery then further north to the primeval 
forests of Biogradska Gora National Park. Now head to Kosovo and explore the tiny 
country’s monasteries from Pristina before continuing to the historic Macedonian capital 
of Skopje, with its Ottoman and Byzantine architecture. Continuing southeast, explore the 
wineries of the Tikveš region. Via old world Bitola, go to Ohrid to see the other-worldly 
Church of Sveti Jovan at Kaneo, perched above the lake. 

Moving on into Albania, take in the wild colours of Tirana before travelling south via 
the Unesco World Heritage–listed cities of Berat and Gjirokastra. Finally, take the ferry in 
Saranda to Corfu in Greece. Relax. You’ve earned it.
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Six Weeks
Remote Ramblings

One of the delights of Southeastern Europe is the fact that there are still remote 
regions to explore. This ramble through some of the more off-beat pockets of 
Southeastern Europe takes in bustling cities, rural towns and some waterside res-
pite. This is the journey to embark on if you really want to get to know the region 

and its people.
After charging your batteries on the Greek beach of Corfu, take a ferry to Albania. Spend 

a couple of days exploring the ruins of Butrint and Gjirokastra, before continuing on to 
the picturesque Unesco-listed town of Berat. Move north into to the colourful Albanian 
capital of Tirana to soak up the cultural assets of the city. 

Leaving Albania, head east into the mountains of Macedonia. Spend at least a couple 
of days in beautiful Ohrid for its picture-perfect monastery and some swimming in its 
eponymous lake. Make your way to the Macedonian capital of Skopje where Ottoman and 
Byzantine architecture meet in the streets.

From here, move overland to Bulgaria where your first obvious stop is Sofia, an under-
rated and accessible urban gem that offers access to the museum town of Koprivshtitsa. 
It gets even better east in Veliko Târnovo, the ancient capital dramatically set on a rapid 
river. From here, it’s a cinch to get to the beach town of Varna on the Black Sea coast. 

Continue up along the coast into Romania to experience its lush Danube Delta. When 
you crave company again, plunge into the urban eclecticism of Bucharest. Once you have 
had your fill of city life, base yourself for a couple of days in Braşov to take in the famed 
haunts of Transylvania. Head deeper into the rural heartland of Romania; using Suceava as 
a base, explore the peculiarly painted churches of Southern Bucovina and the last thriving 
peasant society of Europe in Maramureş. 

Continue across the country towards Serbia, and return to the throngs of people in 
Belgrade to explore innumerable museums by day and clubs by night. Head south, and if 
your timing is right, experience the Dragačevo Trumpet Assembly of Guča. Continue down 
to Novi Pazar with its bizarre Turkish tones. If all is well at the border, cross into Kosovo 
and explore its monasteries from Pristina.
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City to City via Sea
The Whole Shebalkan

#•

Three Weeks 
From City to City via Sea

Starting and ending in two of the 
great cities of the world, this de-
lightful odyssey begins in İstanbul, 
which straddles East and West. High-

lights of the city include Topkapı Palace, Aya 
Sofya and the Blue Mosque. Further along 
the Aegean coast, Çanakkale is a popular 
base for visiting Gallipoli – site of horrific 
loses during WWI – and the legendary town 
of Troy. Follow the coast to Ephesus (Efes) 
near Selçuk, which is home to the remains 
of the Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World. From nearby 
Kuşadası, take a ferry 3km to the Greek is-
land of Samos, a hub of Hellenic culture. 

Now that you’ve hit the Greek Islands, 
start hopping! Sail south to Naxos, the larg-
est and greenest of the Cyclades islands, 
on your way to Santorini, an Aegean gem 
with volcanic cliffs sheering up from the 
limpid blue sea. Stop at laid-back Paros and 
the popular beaches of Antiparos on your 
way north to much-visited Mykonos. Now 
jump on a ferry to Piraeus on the main-
land, a 30-minute metro ride from Athens. 
Conclude your journey with a visit to the 
Acropolis, one of the most significant and 
iconic monuments in Europe.

Six Weeks
The Whole Shebalkan

Ease yourself into the Balkans with a 
laid-back start in the Slovenian capi-
tal of Ljubljana. After a side trip to 
picturesque Bled, plunge south for 

sea breezes on Croatia’s dramatic Dalmatian 
Coast. 

Starting in Rijeka, continue along 
the coast to marble-coated Zadar, then 
on to Split and architecturally awesome 
Dubrovnik. Detour into Bosnia and Herce-
govina for the iconic Old Bridge of Mostar 
and the captivating capital city of Sarajevo. 
Plunge back to the beach, this time to Mont
enegro’s Bay of Kotor. Continue south into 
Albania, and spend a couple of days in hectic 
Tirana; consider an excursion to Berat, the 
‘town of a thousand windows’. From Tirana, 
make your way overland via bus into Mace
donia, for the holy lake of Ohrid and on-
wards to the Macedonian capital of Skopje. 
After soaking up the sights of Skopje, head 
to new kid on the block, Kosovo. Base your-
self for a couple of days in Pristina to ex-
plore Kosovo’s monasteries. After checking 
on the border situation to determine which 
routes into Serbia are currently the best, 
pick up the pace in Belgrade, a hub of his-
tory, culture and late-night hedonism. 
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Three Weeks
Adriatic to the Aegean

Embark on offbeat adventures be-
tween the Adriatic and Aegean Seas. 
First, walk along the magnificent 
walls of Dubrovnik and trip out to 

nearby islands. Then head into Bosnia and 
Hercegovina, stopping at Mostar on your 
way to Sarajevo. After enjoying the Turk-
ish and Austrian stylings of the town, plunge 
south into Montenegro, visiting the Bay of 
Kotor on your way to Podgorica. In Alba-
nia, take the stunning Lake Koman ferry 
between the villages of Koman and Fierzë. 
Stop off in Tirana to experience the culture 
of the capital, before continuing on into 
Macedonia and the majestic monastery on 
Lake Ohrid. After pausing in the old world 
town of Bitola continue on into Greece. 

Climb russet rock pinnacles to the exqui-
site monasteries of Meteora. Stop at the 
ruins of Delphi as you make your way down 
to the thriving metropolis of Athens. Spend 
two or three days taking in the unfathom-
ably ancient Acropolis and visiting archaeo-
logical treasures of the town. Then, use the 
ferry hub of Piraeus as a gateway to access 
the islands of the Aegean. Consider heading 
to gay-mecca Mykonos, party island Ios, 
quintessential Santorini, or world-unto it-
self Crete. 

Two Weeks
Cruising the Coast

Take it easy along the Dalmatian 
Coast for a couple of weeks. Start in 
the cobblestoned fishing village of 
Rovinj, then take in the landscapes 

of cape Rt Kamenjak, near Pula, on your way 
to Rijeka. From here, detour to Plitvice 
Lakes National Park for its famed falls, 
then plunge down to Zadar, to wander 
through the slippery marble streets of the 
Old Town. 

Keep cruising the coast to Split, home to 
the Diocletian’s Palace and gateway to Hvar 
Island. After a few days on Hvar, continue 
down to Dubrovnik, with foreboding walls 
that are a crowning glory of the coast. From 
here, take a side trip to forest-covered Mljet 
Island. 

If you still have time and can’t get enough 
of the coast, leave Croatia and explore tiny 
but tantalising Montenegro, where historic 
towns line the limestone cliffs of the Bay 
of Kotor. Further along the Adriatic coast, 
you will find Budva, with its atmospheric 
Old Town and numerous beaches. Five kilo
metres south is the cherry on the coast, 
Sveti Stefan, with iconic terracotta roofs 
and views you could stare at all day.
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