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Mumblings Around the Kava Bowl

The Pacific Islands are a varied bunch and in the ocean’s vastness, it’s
not all kava and cocktails. This region has a mindset all of its own that’s
at once sleepy, stubborn and ingenious. Despite the islands harbouring
little violence or danger, corruption is rife. Old customs continue even as
islanders face a rapidly modernising world.

You’ll hear mumblings about Fiji and the Solomon Islands, which
have both seen unrest. RAMSI (Regional Assistance Mission to the Solo-
mon Islands) troops arrived in the Solomon Islands in 2003 to police the
nation, while coup-prone Fiji struggles to maintain diplomatic relations
with other Pacific nations who don’t like the idea of skipping elections
and military-based rule.

Shifting Colonial Power & New Democracy
There are also new freedoms in the islands. A referendum for New Cal-
edonia’s independence from France is scheduled to take place between
2014 and 2019. Meanwhile French Polynesian president Oscar Temaru
has pushed for independence for his country with rocky support. Ton-
gans voted for the first time in 2010 elections - while monarchy-linked
nobles (that have reigned for centuries) won that election, there will be
another election in 2014.

Ex-colonies like Australia and New Zealand exert considerable
influence in the Pacific through their membership of the Pacific Islands
Forum, while France and the USA still finance their island territories.
Lobbying from Australia resulted in the suspension of Fiji from the Pacific
Islands Forum in 2010 for its failure to host elections. Australia continues
to lobby for greater regionalism, whereby Pacific nations will act collec-
tively on trade, fishing, waste management and air transport. Under the

Top Three Reads

» Blue Latitudes (Tony Horwitz)
The author retraces some of
Cook's voyages and compares
the past with the present; lively
and informative.

» The Sex Lives of Cannibals (J.
Maarten Troost) Hysterical tales
of the author’s escapades on

an atoll; you'll get it more once
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» Mutiny on the Bounty
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saga of love, adventure
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