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INSA-DONG & AROUND Map on p198

æ Top Sights (p50) ý Entertainment (p63)
Jogye-sa.....................................................A3 28 Cinematheque/Seoul Arts Cinema.........D5
Jongmyo ................................................... H3 29 Jump .......................................................... E7

æ Sights (p54) þ Shopping (p63)
1 Bosingak.....................................................A7 30 Chungang Atlas......................................... A5
2 Cheondogyo Temple.................................C3 31 Hwabong Gallery.......................................C4
3 Gonsindang............................................... H4 32 Insa Gallery................................................C4
4 Jeongjeon.................................................. H3 33 KCDF Gallery .............................................B4
5 Mokin Museum ..........................................B4 34 Kukjae Embroidery ................................... B4
6 Pagoda .......................................................D5 35 Mera Hatt...................................................C4
7 Tapgol Park Entrance................................D7 36 Nakwon Musical Instruments Arcade.....D5
8 Unhyeon-gung ...........................................D2 37 O'sulloc ......................................................B4
9 Yeongnyeongjeon......................................G2 38 Ssamziegil .................................................C4

39 Sun Art Center .......................................... C5
ú Eating (p57)

Balwoo Gongyang ........................... (see 42) Ø Sports & Activities
Gogung............................................. (see 38) 40 Buddhist Institute English Library........... C2

10 Jirisan .........................................................C3 41 O'ngo.......................................................... E4
11 Koong .........................................................C3 42 Templestay Information Center .............. A3
12 Min's Club ..................................................C3 43 YBM Sisa.................................................... D7
13 Nwijo...........................................................C3 44 Yoo's Family ............................................... F1
14 Osegyehang...............................................B3
15 Sadongmyeonok .......................................C4 ÿ Sleeping (p134)
16 Tobang .......................................................B3 45 Beewon Guesthouse................................. F2

46 Fraser Suites .............................................D4
ûDrinking & Nightlife (p60) 47 Guesthouse Korea ..................................... F1

17 Baekseju-maeul.........................................B7 48 Hotel Sunbee.............................................B4
18 Bar Friends.................................................E5 49 Moon Guest House ................................... E2
19 Barcode...................................................... F5 50 Noble Hotel................................................. F1
20 Beautiful Tea Museum..............................C6 51 Saerim Hotel..............................................B4
21 Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf ...........................D5 52 YMCA Tourist Hotel .................................. C7
22 Dalsaeneun Dalman Saenggak Handa ....C3
23 Dawon.........................................................C3 ï Information
24 Jilsiru Tteok Café....................................... F3 53 Insa-dong Tourist Information Centre .... B4
25 Pub of the Blue Star ..................................B2 54 North Insadong Tourist Information

Shortbus ...........................................(see 19) Centre .....................................................B2
26 Top Cloud Bar............................................A6 55 South Insadong Tourist Information
27 Yetchatjip ...................................................C4 Centre .....................................................D6

56 Sudo Pharmacy.........................................C4
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æ Top Sights (p46) û Drinking & Nightlife (p60) 
 Gyeongbokgung .................. C2  36 Café Ima ............................... D6 

 37 Et M’amie ............................. B3 
æ Sights (p52)  38 MK2 ...................................... C3 
 1 Admiral Yi Sun-sin's Statue D6 
 2 Amisan ................................. D2 ý Entertainment (p63) 
 Cheong-gye Plaza ......(see 24)  39 Sejong Centre for the 
 3 Cheongwadae.......................C1  Performing Arts................ C5 
 4 Cheongwadae Sarangchae..C1 
 5 Children’s Museum ..............E2 þ Shopping (p62) 
 6 Daelim Contemporary Art  40 Artside.................................. C3 
 Museum ............................ C4  41 Gallery Cha........................... C4 
 7 Donggun............................... D3  42 Gallery Hyundai ....................E4 
 8 Gangyeongjeon.................... D3  43 Gallery Simon ...................... C3 
 9 Geunjeongjeon..................... D3  44 Hakogojae .............................E3 
 10 Gwanghwamun.................... D4  45 Jean Art Gallery ................... C3 
 11 Gyeonghoeru ....................... D3  46 Kukje......................................E3 
 12 Gyotaejeon........................... D3  47 Kyobo Bookshop ................. D6 
 13 Hammering Man.................. B6  48 Market m* ............................ B3 
 14 Heunghwamun .................... B6  49 Seoul Selection.....................E4 
 15 Heungnyemun ..................... D4 
 16 Hyangwonjeong................... D2 Ø Sports & Activities (p26) 
 17 National Folk Museum ........ D2  Hansik Experience 
 18 National Palace Museum.... C4  Centre.......................(see 60) 
 19 Open Air Exhibition...............E2 
 20 Sajikdan................................ A4 ÿ Sleeping (p135) 
 21 Sejong Gallery...................... C6  50 Inn Daewon .......................... C4 
 22 Seoul Museum of Art 
 Annex................................. A6 ï Information 
 23 Seoul Museum of History ... B6  51 Australia Embassy............... D6 
 24 Spring Sculpture ................. D7  52 Canada Embassy................. B7 
 25 UUL National Art Museum  53 Cheong-gye-cheon 
 of Seoul ..............................E3  Tourist 

 Information Centre........... D7 
ú Eating (p56)  54 Cheongwadae Tour 
 26 Bibigo ................................... C6  Ticket Booth...................... D4 
 Congdu........................(see 23)  55 China Embassy.................... B2 
 Euro Gourmet ............. (see 27)  56 Chungang Atlas ................... E6 
 27 GastroTong.......................... C3  57 Gyeongbokgung 
 28 Hanmiri................................. D7  Tourist 
 29 Joseon Gimbap.....................E3  Information Centre........... D4 
 Lunch Box Cafe ..........(see 34)  58 Ireland Embassy...................E5 
 30 Memilgguj Pilmuryep .......... C3  59 Japan Embassy ....................E4 
 31 Samcheong-dong Sujebi ..... E1  60 KTO Office.............................E7 
 32 Solmoe-maeul ...................... E1  New Zealand Embassy(see 51) 
 33 Song’s Kitchen..................... B3  61 US Embassy......................... D5 
 34 Tongin Market...................... B2 
 35 Tosokchon ........................... B4 
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HONGDAE, SINCHON, EDAE & AROUND Map on p204

æ Sights (p78) ý Entertainment (p83)
 1 Korean Design Museum............................E4  28 Café BBang................................................ E3 
 2 KT&G SangsangMadang ..........................B5  29 Club Evans................................................. B5 

 30 DGBD .........................................................B5 
ú Eating (p79)  31 FF................................................................B5 
 3 Bap .............................................................C5  32 Freebird .....................................................B4 
 4 Bella Tortilla ...............................................B6  33 Luxury Noraebang .................................... B5 
 5 Chuncheon-jip ...........................................G2  34 Nanta .........................................................B4 
 6 Fell & Cole ..................................................B5  Ta....................................................... (see 31) 
 7 Loving Hut..................................................G2  V-Hall...................................................(see 2) 
 8 O-Yori .........................................................B5 
 9 Shim’s Tapas .............................................D3 þ Shopping (p85)
 10 Sinsun Seolnongtang............................... H2  Åland ................................................(see 34) 
 11 Slobbie .......................................................B3  35 Free & Hope Markets................................C4 
 12 Tamla Sikdang...........................................B7  36 Key .............................................................D3 

 37 Little Farmers............................................C4 
û Drinking & Nightlife (p82)  38 Purple Record............................................C4 
 13 aA Café ......................................................B5 
 14 Anthracite ..................................................A7 ÿ Sleeping (p137) 
 15 Bahia...........................................................C3  39 Bebop House............................................. A3 
 16 Bau House..................................................B5  40 Blu: Home Guest House ...........................A4 
 17 Café Goods ................................................E4  41 Come Inn ...................................................C4 
 18 Café Sukkara .............................................E3  42 Jaan Guesthouse ...................................... A6 
 19 Castle Praha ..............................................B5  43 Lee & No Guesthouse...............................B2 
 20 Chloris Tea Garden ...................................G2  44 Seokyo Hotel .............................................B3 
 21 Eunhasu Dabang .......................................B6  45 V Mansion .................................................. C7 
 22 Godabang Cat Cafe ...................................G2 
 23 Labris..........................................................C5 ï Information 
 24 M2...............................................................B5  46 Severance Hospital................................... H1 
 25 The Cure.....................................................B5 
 26 Vinyl ............................................................B5 
 27 Woodstock.................................................G2 
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‚
To Seonyudo
Park (1km)

0 1 km
0 0.5 miles#e

æ Sights (p79) 6 Bicycle Hire................................................D2
1 63 City ........................................................D3 7 Bicycle Hire.................................................C1
2 National Assembly .................................... A1 Han River Cruises...............................(see 3)
3 Noryangjin Fish Market............................ D4 8 Yeouido Hangang Swimming Pool .......... C2
4 Yeouido Full Gospel Church .....................B2

ÿ Sleeping (p138)
ú Eating (p82) 9 Lexington Hotel ......................................... B2

63 Buffet Pavilion ...............................(see 1) 10 Marriott Executive Apartments ............... B3
Busan Ilbeonji .................................... (see 3)
Paul....................................................(see 10) ï Transport

11 Yeouido Ferry Pier ....................................D3
Ø Sports & Activities (p85)

5 Bicycle Hire ................................................B2

Yeouido
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hgSee map
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See Enlargement

0 200 m
0 0.1 miles

0 400 m
0 0.2 miles#e

‚ To Damotori, Indigo, The Orange Tree,
Phillies Pub (10m), Le Cafe, Hackney
& Casablanca Sandwicherie (20m)

æ Top Sights (p89)  16 All That Jazz.................. A3 þ Shopping (p93) 
 Leeum Samsung  17 Almaz............................. B4  36 Dynasty Tailor............... A3 
 Museum of Art ............D1  18 Always Homme............. B4  37 Gallery Golmok ............. A3 

 19 B1 ................................... A3  38 Golden Eelskin .............. A3 
ú Eating (p89)  20 Burn ................................A1  39 Hamilton Shirts............. A4 
 1 Buddha's Belly .............. A2  21 Craftworks .....................A1  40 Millimetre Milligram......D2 
 2 HBC Gogitjip ..................A1  22 District........................... A3  41 The Barber Shop...........B4 
 3 Le Saint-Ex .................... A3  23 Eat Me............................ B4  42 Two Heads Are Better 
 4 Life is Just a Cup of  24 Mowmow....................... A3  Than One ....................D2 
 Cake............................ D2  25 Pulse .............................. B4  43 What the Book .............. B2 
 5 M Burger ....................... A2  26 Queen ............................ B4 
 6 Macaroni Market .......... B3  27 Rocky Mountain Ø Sports & Activities (p95) 
 7 OKitchen ....................... A3  Tavern ........................ B4  44 Itaewonland...................B4 
 8 Parlour & Passion 5.......D1  28 Soho .............................. B4  45 Jankara Artspace .........C3 
 9 Rose Bakery...................D1  29 Takeout Drawing .......... D2 
 10 Salam ............................ B4  30 Takeout Drawing ...........A1 ÿ Sleeping (p138) 
 11 Tartine ........................... A4  31 The Brew Shop ..............A1  46 Grand Hyatt Seoul .........C1 
 12 The Baker’s Table..........A1  32 Trance ...........................B4  47 Hamilton Hotel.............. A3 
 13 Vatos ............................. A4  33 Union ............................. A4  48 Hotel D'Oro....................B3 
 14 Zelen.............................. A3  34 Ways of Seeing ............. D2  49 IP Boutique Hotel.......... C2 

 35 Why Not......................... B4 
û Drinking & Nightlife (p91) 
 15 3 Alley Pub .................... A3 
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hgSee map
p212

hgSee map
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0 0.5 miles#e

æ Top Sights (p88) þ Shopping (p93) 
 National Museum of Korea.......................C3  4 I’Park Mall .................................................. A2 
 War Memorial of Korea.............................C2  5 Yongsan Electronics Market.................... A2 

æ Sights (p27) Ø Sports & Activities (p95) 
 1 Koridoor Tours .......................................... B1  6 Dragon Hill Spa & Resort.......................... A3 

û Drinking & Nightlife (p93) ÿ Sleeping (p139) 
 2 Madagascar ............................................... A1  7 Kaya Hotel ..................................................B1 

ý Entertainment (p93) ï Information 
 3 White Box Theatre..................................... A1  8 German Embassy......................................D3 

 9 Yongsan Train Station Tourist 
 Information Centre ................................B2 

Yongsan
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‚
To Dongjak Gureum
Café (600m); Dongjak
Neoul Café (600m)

‚ To Seoul Arts Centre; National Gugak Center;
Museum of Korean Traditional Music;
Seoul Calligraphy Art Museum (1km)
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E
æ Sights (p99)  29 Boon the Shop (Men's)........ E1 
 1 Ann Demeulemeester .......... E1  30 Central City Mall .................. A4 
 2 Banpo & Jamsu Bridges ..... A2  31 Daily Projects........................E2 
 3 Floating Island ..................... A3  32 Elord Hills ............................. D2 
 4 GT Tower.............................. D5  33 Galleria East.......................... E1 
 5 Horim Art Center.................. E1  34 Galleria West......................... E1 
 6 Kyobo Tower ....................... C4  35 Pungwoldang ........................ E1 
 7 Moonlight Rainbow  Shinsegae Department 
 Fountain Viewpoint .......... A3  Store.........................(see 30) 
 8 Samsung D’Light................. D5 

Ø Sports & Activities (p106) 
ú Eating (p102)  36 Kukkiwon.............................. D4 
 9 Allô Papergarden................. C2  37 Olympic Coliseum Golf ........E2 
 10 Cine de Chef..........................D1  38 Spa Lei.................................. C2 
 11 Golden Burger Republic....... E1 
 12 Gorilla in the Kitchen............ E1 ÿ Sleeping (p140) 
 13 Grill5Taco............................. C2  39 Best Western Premier 
 14 Hanmiri................................. D4  Gangnam........................... D3 
 15 Jung Sikdang ........................ E1  40 Dormy Inn Seoul.................. D3 
 16 Nolboo Yuhwangori  41 Hotel Tria...............................E4 
 Jinheukgui......................... B4  42 Jelly Hotel............................. D4 
 17 Queens Park ......................... E1  43 JW Marriott Hotel Seoul...... A4 
 18 Samwon Garden...................D1  44 La Casa................................. C2 

 45 M Chereville ......................... D4 
û Drinking & Nightlife (p103)  46 Mercure Ambassador 
 19 Club Mass ............................ D4  Sodowe.............................. D4 
 20 Coffee Bar K.......................... E1  47 Popgreen Hotel.....................D1 
 Eden.............................(see 49)  48 Princess Hotel....................... E1 
 21 Moon Jar ............................... E1  49 Ritz Carlton .......................... D4 
 22 Oktoberfest.......................... C5 
 23 Platoon Kunsthalle .............. D2 ï Transport 
 24 Take Urban........................... C4  50 Bus Stop for Everland 

 Amusement Park.............. D4 
ý Entertainment (p105)  51 Nambu Bus Terminal .......... C6 
 25 LG Arts Centre......................E4  52 Seoul Express Bus 
 26 Once in a Blue Moon ............ E1  Terminal (Honam 

 Terminal)........................... B4 
þ Shopping (p105)
 27 10 Corso Como Seoul .......... E1 
 28 Boon the Shop ...................... E1 
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Simon Richmond
Long before he became a travel writer and photographer, Simon spent several 
years living in Japan. It was from there that he first visited Seoul in 2004. He 
next returned in 2009 to coordinate Lonely Planet’s Korea, spending six weeks 
exploring Seoul and the surrounding areas. The two months he spent living in 
Seoul to research this guidebook took him deeper into both the heavily touristed 
and off-the-beaten-track parts of the city – a fascinating experience that contin-

ues to leave him hungry for more (of the delicious food, in particular!). Simon has written scores 
of other titles for Lonely Planet and other publishers, and has contributed features to many travel 
magazines and newspapers around the world. Read more about Simon at: 

lonelyplanet.com/members/simonrichmond
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able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
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Our Story
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.



Day Two
Yongsan-gu (p86)

M Survey centuries of Korean history 
and art by selectively dipping into the 

vast collection of the National Museum 
of Korea. Shuttle over to the west side of 
Yongsan-gu to enjoy the contemporary art 
and architecture at the splendid Leeum 
Samsung Museum of Art.

Namsan (p67)

R Browse some of Itaewon’s boutiques 
then, for a post-lunch work out, hike 

up Namsan to N Seoul Tower. It’s not 
a difficult climb, but if you don’t have the 
energy then there’s a cable car or a bus. It’s 
very romantic watching the sunset from 
atop this central mountain as the night 
lights of Seoul flicker to life.

Itaewon (p86)

N Freshen up with a steam in the 
saunas and a soak in the tubs at the 

Dragon Hill Spa & Resort. Return to Itae-
won for dinner and a fun night of hopping 
between cafes, bars and dance clubs.

Lunch Snack on tacos with a twist at 
Vatos (p89).

Dinner Savour delicious Euro-style 
cuisine at OKitchen (p89).

Day One
Gwanghwamun (p44)

M Start your tour of Gyeongbokgung 
at the palace’s expertly restored main 

gate, Gwanghwamun, where you can watch 
the pageantry of the changing of the guard 
on the hour. Explore the winding streets 
of Bukchon Hanok Village and Insa-
dong, pausing for refreshments at a cafe or 
teahouse in between browsing the equally 
ubiquitous art galleries and craft stores in 
these areas.

Bukchon (p49)

R Join the 2pm tour of Changdeok-
gung, which also includes the Huwon 

(Secret Garden). Afterwards explore the 
wooded grounds of the venerable shrine 
Jongmyo, housing the spirit tablets of the 
Joseon kings and queens.

Myeong-dong (p65)

N Take your seat at a fun nonverbal 
show such as Nanta or Jump. Be 

dazzled by the bright lights and retail over-
load of Myeong-dong and neighbouring 
Namdaemun Market, where the stalls stay 
open all night.

Lunch Dine cheaply at Tobang (p58) or 
in style at Min’s Club (p58).

Dinner Sample Korean street food at 
Namdaemun Market (p68).

Top Itineraries
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Day Four
Yeouido (p79)

M Both contemporary art and pano-
ramic views up and down the Han 

can be enjoyed from the top of the 63 City. 
Back on the ground, hire a bike and pedal 
around Yeouido, passing the National 
Assembly building. Also spend some time 
strolling Seonyudo Park on an island in 
the Han River.

Hongdae (p78)

R If you’re interested in contemporary 
architecture, then Ewha Womans 

University’s stunning entrance building 
and KT&G SangsangMadang in Hong-
dae are both worth seeing. Hongdae and 
neighbouring Sangsu are brimming with 
hipster hang-outs, and if it’s Saturday you 
can shop for quirky, original craft souve-
nirs at the Free Market.

Gangnam (p96)

N A late-afternoon visit to the atmos-
pheric Buddhist temple Bongeun-

sa can segue nicely into browsing the 
boutiques of Apgujeon, Cheongdam or 
Garosu-gil. After dinner pitch up at the 
Banpo Hangang Park by 9pm to see the 
day’s last floodlit flourish of the Moon-
light Rainbow Fountain off the Banpo 
Bridge.

Lunch Get your fix of fresh seafood at 
Noryangjin Fish Market (p81).

Dinner Tuck into delicious galbi (barbe-
cued beef) at Samwon Garden (p102).

Day Three
Seodaemun (p112)

M Reflect on the struggles and sac-
rifices of Koreans to overcome 

colonialism and create a modern country 
at Seodaemun Prison History Hall. 
Afterwards, hike up nearby Inwangsan 
for fabulous views of the city, surreal rock 
formations and the other-worldly shaman-
istic rituals of Inwangsan Guksadang.

Seongbuk-dong (p112)

R Keep on shadowing the Seoul For-
tress Walls down to Buam-dong 

and over Bukaksan and to Seongbuk-
dong, a hike of around two hours. Catch 
your breath and rest your feet in the 
beautiful teahouse Suyeon Sanbang, and 
the equally serene surrounds of the temple 
Gilsang-sa.

Dongdaemun (p107)

N If your hiking legs haven’t given 
out, it’s only another hour or so 

following the Fortress Walls over Naksan 
and down to Dongdaemun, where the 
night market will just be starting to crank 
up (alternatively take the subway). Admire 
the 21st-century architectural styling of 
Dongdaemun Plaza & Park, then trawl 
the market stalls for a new outfit.

Lunch Enjoy authentic pizza at Serious 
Deli (p117).

Dinner Snip noodles with big scissors 
at Woo Rae Oak (p110).
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