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 Scotland Today
 Scottish Politics
  Although an integral part of Great Britain since 1707, Scotland has ma
tained a separate and distinct identity throughout the last 300 years. T
return of a devolved Scottish parliament to Edinburgh in 1999 marked
growing confidence and pride in the nation’s achievements.

 The first decade of devolution saw Scottish politics diverge significan
from the Westminster way. Policies that have been applied in Scotland b
not the rest of the UK include free long-term care for the elderly, the abo
tion of tuition fees for university students and higher pay for teachers

 The Scottish National Party (SNP), which had led a minority gover
ment in Edinburgh since 2007, surprised the nation in the 2011 e ectio
with a landslide victory in the Scottish parliament, winning 69 out of 1
seats. Suddenly the question of Scotland breaking away from the Unit
Kingdom was all over the news.

 The election of a Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition governme
in Westminster in 2010 only served to heighten the olitical differen
between Scotland and the rest of the UK – only one of Scotland’s 59 co
stituencies returned a Conservative MP, while the Labour Party whi
was defeated in Westminster) increased its share of the Scottish vote. 

 Highest point: 
Ben Nevis 
(1344m)

 Annual whisky 
export: 1 billion 

bottles

 Value of haggis 
sold for Burns 

Night: £1.2 
million

 Number of times 
Scotland has won 
the football World

USASCOTLAND ENGLAND

≈ 80 people

 Scottish Culture
Arts
  The notion of ‘the Scottish arts’ often conjures up cliched images of 
bagpipe music, incomprehensible poetry and romanticised paintings of 
Highland landscapes. But Scottish artists have given the world a wealth
of unforgettable treasures, from the songs and poems of Robert Burns
and the novels of Walter Scott, to the paintings of David Wilkie and the
architecture of Charles Rennie Mackintosh.

Literature
  Scotland has a long and distinguished literary history, from the days of 
he medieval makars (‘makers’ of verses, ie poets) to the modern ‘rat
ack’ of Iain Banks, Irvine Welsh and Ian Rankin.

BURNS & SCOTT
  Scotland’s best-loved and most famous literary figure is, of course, Rob
r  urns 1759–96). His works have been translated into dozens of lan

guages an  are nown the world over.
In 1787 Burns was introduced to a 16-year-old boy at a social gathering

 Outdoor Adventure
  Scotland harbours some of the largest ar-
eas of wilderness left in Western Europe, 
a wildlife haven where you can see golden 
eagles soar above the lochs and mountains 
of the northern Highlands, spot otters 
tumbling in the kelp along the shores of the 
Outer Hebrides, and watch minke whales 
breach through shoals of mackerel o   the 
coast of Mull. It’s also an adventure play-
ground where you can tramp the tundra 
plateaus of the Cairngorms, balance along 
tightrope ridges strung between the rocky 
peaks of the Cuillin, sea-kayak among 
the seal-haunted isles of the Outer Heb-
rides, and take a speed-boat ride into the 
surging white water of the Corryvreckan 

whirlpool. And it’s a place that changes 
with the seasons, o  ering something new 
each time you visit. Spring means a lilac 
haze of bluebells in the woods around Loch 
Lomond, while in summer the Hebridean 
beaches  aunt their golden sands and tur-
quoise waters like Caribbean imposters. 
October brings a riot of autumn colour 
to the Perthshire forests, and in winter a 
fresh layer of crisp snow lends grandeur to 
the mountains of Glen Coe.

 Deep History
  Scotland is a land with a rich, multilay-
ered history, a place where every corner 
of the landscape is steeped in the past – a 
deserted croft on an island shore, a moor 

 Welcome to 
Scotland

“All you’ve got to do is decide to go and the hardest part is over. So go!”
TONY WHEELER, COFOUNDER – LONELY PLANET
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GET MORE FROM YOUR TRIP 

Learn about the big picture, so you
can make sense of what you see 

 Isle of Skye
 1 In a country famous for stunning scen-

ery, the the Isle of Skye (p 392 ) takes top 
prize. From the craggy peaks of the Cuillins 
and the bizarre pinnacles of the Old Man of 
Storr and Quiraing to the spectacular sea 
cli  s of Neist Point, there’s a photo opportu-
nity at almost every turn. Walkers can share 
the landscape with red deer and golden 
eagles, and refuel at the end of the day in 
convivial pubs and top seafood restaurants. 
Cuillin HIlls, Isle of Skye

 Edinburgh
 2 Scotland’s capital (p 42 ) may be famous 

for its festivals, but there’s much more 
to it than that. Edinburgh is a city of many 
moods: visit out of season to see the Old 
Town silhouetted against a blue spring sky 
and a yellow haze of da  odils; or on a chill 
December morning with the fog snagging 
the spires of the Royal Mile, rain on the cob-
blestones and a warm glow beckoning from 
the window of a pub. The Royal Mile

 14 
TOP 
EXPERIENCES

 Top Events 
 Edinburgh Festival Fringe, 
August

 T in the Park, July

 West End Festival, June

 Celtic Connections, January

 Braemar Gathering, 
September

 Month 
By 
Month

 January
 The     nation shakes off its 
Hogmanay hangover and 
gets back to work, but 
only until Burns Night 
comes along. It’s still cold 
and dark, but the skiing 
can be good. 

 2  Burns Night
 Suppers all over the 

country (and the world for 
that matter) are held on 
25 January to celebrate the 
anniversary of national poet 
Robert  Burns, with much 
eating of haggis, drinking 
f hi k d iti f

the burning of a full-size 
Viking longship. Held in 
Lerwick on the last Tuesday 
in January. See www.up 
hellyaa.org.

 February
 The coldest month of the 
year is usually the best for 
hill walking, ice-climbing 
and skiing. The days 
are getting longer now, 
and snowdrops begin to 
bloom. 

 2  Six Nations 
Rugby 

T t

 April
 The bluebell woods on the 
shores of Loch Lomond 
come into flower, ospreys 
arrive at their Loch Garten 
nest. Weather improving, 
though heavy showers are 
still common. 

 2 Rugby Sevens
 A series of weekend, 

seven-a-side  rugby tourna-
ments held throughout the 
Borders region in April 
and May, kicking off with 
Melrose in early April. Fast 
and furious rugby (sevens 

i t d h ) d

23
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 Golf
 When to Play
 Summer is most enjoyable – long daylight 
hours mean you can tee o   at 6am or 7pm 
and play a full round. Courses are busy at 
this time, and a good compromise is to play 
in May or September.

 Resources
 www.  visitscotland.com/golf Useful 
resource, and also details discount golf 
passes. VisitScotland also publishes Golf 
in Scotland, a free annual brochure listing 
course details, costs and clubs with informa-
tion on where to stay. 
 www.scotlands-golf-courses.com Another 
good place to start investigating courses 
to play.

 Costs
 A round at an unfashionable rural course 
may cost as little as £10. Showpiece courses 
charge green fees of £150 to £200 in high 
season. It’s more economical in winter, it’s 
often cheaper midweek, and its worth look-
ing out for ‘twilight’ rates. Teeing o   after 
4pm can save you up to 50% at some clubs.

  Golf is  part of the fabric of Scotland: p
ing here is an experience like no other
the world. Whether taking the challeng
one of the classic courses or hacking y
way around a rustic island half-cou
you’re just about guaranteed heart-stopp
scenery. And Scotland’s tradition of pu
courses means that more often than n
outstanding golf goes hand in hand with
ciable moments and warm hospitality.

 History
  The first mention of golf in the histor
record is from 1457, when James II ban
it to prevent archery, which was crucial
military reasons, being ignored as an activ

 Scotland’s (and the world’s) oldest cou
is at Musselburgh and its oldest club is 
Honourable Company of Edinburgh Gol
at Muirfield, founded in 1744. The Royal 
Ancient of St Andrews, which became 
game’s governing body, was founded in 17

 Golf as we know it today really evolved
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. L
endary figures such as James Braid and 
Tom Morris designed courses all around 
country; the latter was a founding figure of
Open Championship and won it four times

 What are Links?
  Most of Scotland’s courses are known
 links. These seaside courses where mod
golf was born present unique challenges w

scotland-7-cover.indd   2 14/11/2012   2:00:27 PM
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Look out for these icons:

Every listing is recommended by our authors, and their  
favourite places are listed first.

EDINBURGH  . . . . . . . . 42

GLASGOW . . . . . . . . . 102

SOUTHERN  
SCOTLAND . . . . . . . . 141

CENTRAL  
SCOTLAND . . . . . . . . 186

NORTHEAST  
SCOTLAND . . . . . . . .234

SOUTHERN  
HIGHLANDS &  
ISLANDS . . . . . . . . . . 270



On the Road

INVERNESS &  
THE CENTRAL 
HIGHLANDS . . . . . . . 318

NORTHERN  
HIGHLANDS  
& ISLANDS  . . . . . . . .363

ORKNEY & SHETLAND 
ISLANDS . . . . . . . . . . 416
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 Itiner-
aries  Whether you’ve got five days or 

15, these itineraries provide a 
starting point for the trip of a 
lifetime. Want more inspiration? 
Head online to lonelyplanet
.com/thorntree to chat with other 
travellers. 
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ENGLAND

SCOTLAND

St Mary's
Loch

Rothesay

Wemyss
Bay

Alloway Jedburgh

Moffat
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Ayr

Dumfries

Glasgow

EDINBURGH

#•Caerlaverock Castle

#•
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Abbotsford

É
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É
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É

É

 Five Days
Border Raid

  From Edinburgh   your first objective should be a visit to Sir Walter Scott’s former 
home at Abbotsford, followed by a traipse around the beautiful Border abbeys of 
Melrose and nearby Dryburgh; Melrose is a charming place to stay the night, with 
a choice of good hotels and eating places.

 Next morning head west along the A708 to Moffat, passing through glorious scenery 
around St Mary’s Loch. Continue to Dumfries (and stop for the night), where you can visit 
the first of several sights related to Scotland’s national poet Robert Burns, and make a short 
side trip to see spectacular Caerlaverock Castle.

 Take the A76 northwest towards Ayr, and spend the rest of day three in Alloway visiting 
the birthplace of Robert Burns (and other Burns-related sites); nearby Ayr has plenty of 
accommodation options.

 North now to Wemyss Bay and the ferry to Rothesay on the Isle of Bute, where you can 
visit stunning Mount Stuart, one of Scotland’s most impressive stately homes. Spend the 
night on the island, then return to the mainland and head east to Glasgow.
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 Two Weeks
Best of Scotland

  From Edinburgh head north across the Forth Road Bridge to Fife and turn east 
along the coastal road through the delightful fishing villages of the East Neuk (pause 
for a seafood lunch at Anstruther or St Monans) to the home of golf, St Andrews. 
Stay a night or two – heck, play a round of golf – before continuing north across the 

Tay Bridge to Dundee and Glamis Castle, with its royal associations. From here the A93 
leads through the Grampian Mountains to reach Braemar, a good place to spend the night.

 A feast of castles lies ahead as you make your way east along Royal Deeside – take your 
time and visit (at the very least) the royal residence of Balmoral Castle and the fairy-tale 
Crathes Castle on your way to the granite city of Aberdeen. Plan to overnight here.

 Now strike west again along the A944, making small detours to visit Castle Fraser and 
Craigievar Castle before turning north to Dufftown in the heart of Speyside. Base your-
self here for at least a day while you explore the many whisky distilleries nearby – there 
are two excellent restaurants to try, plus the Quaich whisky bar at the nearby Craigellachie 
Hotel.

 Head northwest to Elgin and its magnificent ruined cathedral, then west on the A96 vis-
iting Fort George and Culloden on the way to Inverness (you’ll probably need a stopover 
in Nairn). Inverness itself is worth a night or two – there are some excellent hotels and 
restaurants, and the opportunity for a side trip to Loch Ness (Drumnadrochit for monster- 
spotters, Dores Inn for foodies).

 Now for a glorious drive from Inverness to Torridon via Kinlochewe through some 
of the country’s finest mountain scenery; try to spend a night at the Torridon hotel. Then 
head south via Applecross and the pretty village of Plockton to Kyle of Lochalsh and the 
bridge to Skye. 

 Spend two days exploring Scotland’s most famous island before taking the ferry from 
Armadale to Mallaig, and follow the Road to the Isles in reverse, stopping to visit Glen-
finnan, where Bonnie Prince Charlie raised his Highland army in 1745. Overnight at Fort 
William, and drive back to Edinburgh via the scenic road through Glen Coe and and along 
the bonnie banks of Loch Lomond.
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 »  (above) Autumn in the Trossachs 
(p198)
 »  (left) Melrose Abbey (p146)
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Island Hopscotch
A Highland Fling

 One Week
A Highland Fling

  No trip to Scotland would be complete 
without a visit to Edinburgh, and 
even if your Scottish trip lasts only a 
week the capital is worth two days of 

your time. On day three, head northwest to 
Stirling to see Scotland’s other great castle, 
then on to the Trossachs for your first taste 
of Highland scenery (overnight in Callander).

 Day four starts with a scenic drive north 
via Crianlarich, Glen Coe and Fort Wil-
liam, then along the Great Glen to Loch 
Ness in time for an afternoon visiting Ur-
quhart Castle and the Loch Ness Centre & 
Exhibition. An evening cruise on Loch Ness 
rounds off the day before spending the night 
in Inverness on picturesque River Ness.

 On day five, spend the morning visit-
ing Culloden Battlefield, then drive west 
via Achnasheen and Plockton to Kyle of 
Lochalsh and cross the bridge to the Isle 
of Skye. Devote day six to exploring Skye – 
there will be time for a visit to Dunvegan Cas-
tle and a tour of the Trotternish peninsula. 

 Day seven is the long drive back south – 
the scenic route goes via Glen Shiel, In-
vergarry, Spean Bridge (pause at the 
Commando Monument), Laggan and then 
south on the A9 to Edinburgh, with a stop 
in Pitlochry. 

 One Week
Island Hopscotch

  This route is usually done by car, but 
it also makes a brilliant cycling tour 
(270 miles, including the 60 miles 
from Ullapool to Inverness train sta-

tion, making both start and finish accessible 
by rail). 

 From Oban it’s a five-hour ferry cross-
ing to Barra; plan to spend the night here 
(book ahead). On day two, after a visit to Ki-
simul Castle and a tour around the island, 
take the ferry to South Uist. Walk the wild 
beaches of the west coast, sample the local 
seafood and perhaps go fishing on the is-
land’s trout lochs.

 Overnight at Lochmaddy on North Uist 
then continue through North Uist and 
Benbecula, prime birdwatching country. 
If you’re camping or hostelling, a night at 
Berneray is a must before taking the ferry 
to Harris, whose west coast has some of the 
most spectacular beaches in Scotland. The 
road continues north from Tarbert (good 
hotels) through rugged hills to Lewis.

 Don’t go directly to Stornoway, but loop 
west via the Callanish Standing Stones 
and Arnol Blackhouse museum. Spend 
your final night in Stornoway (eat at Digby 
Chick), then take the ferry to Ullapool for a 
scenic drive to Inverness.
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