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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their fi rst travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offi  ces in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

 Neil Wilson
 Coordinating Author, Edinburgh, Northeast Scotland, Southern Highlands 
& Islands, Central Highlands, Northern Highlands & Islands Neil was born in 
Scotland and save for a few years spent abroad has lived there most of his life. 
A lifelong enthusiasm for the great outdoors has inspired hiking, biking and 
sailing expeditions to every corner of the country. Memorable moments on his 
latest research trip included watching the sunset light up the hills of Applecross 

from a campsite high on Skye’s Trotternish Ridge, and sighting two golden eagles thermalling 
over the wilds of central Mull. Stumbling across the magnifi cent menu at the Dores Inn near 
Inverness was an added bonus. Neil has been a full-time author since 1988 and has written more 
than 50 guidebooks for various publishers, including Lonely Planet’s Encounter guide to his 
home town of Edinburgh.

 

Andy Symington
 Glasgow, Southern Scotland, Central Scotland, Northern Highlands & 
Islands, Orkney & Shetland Islands Andy’s Scottish forebears make their pres-
ence felt in a love of malt, a debatable ginger colour to his facial hair and a love 
of wild places. From childhood slogs up the M1 he graduated to making dubi-
ous road trips around the fi rths in a disintegrating Mini Metro and thence to 
peddling whisky in darkest Leith. Whilst living there, he travelled widely around 

the country in search of the perfect dram; now resident in Spain, he continues to visit very 
regularly.

Read more about Neil Wilson at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/neilwilson

Read more about Andy Symington at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/andy_symington

OUR WRITERS

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.


