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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and 
a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime – 
across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It 
took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia 
on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. 
Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and Oakland, with more than 
600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three 
things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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A
accidents 127
accommodations 15
Alamo, the 25, 58, 86
Alpine 36, 95-8
Amarillo 54, 120-3, 122-3
amusement parks 105, 120
Aquarium at Rockport Harbor 

44, 107
Aransas National Wildlife 

Refuge 43-4, 107
art galleries, see galleries, 

museums
Austin 12-13, 26, 72-80, 88-9, 

74, 89

B
Ballroom Marfa 36
Bandera 66
barbecue 16-19
bats 79
beaches 108
bicycling 75, see also 

mountain biking
Big Bend National Park 37, 97-8
Big Spring 52-3, 115
bird-watching 43-4, 93, 107
blue highways 15
Blue Hole 29
boat trips 59, 82
Boerne 65-6
Boquillas 97

border crossings 91, 97, 
125, 127

breakdowns 127
breweries 65, 106
Buddy Holly Center 115

C
cable cars 91
Cactus Theater 54
Cadillac Ranch 120
canoeing, see kayaking
Canyon 54, 118-19
car insurance 124
car rental 14, 124-5
cars, see driving
caves 65, 82
cell phones 14
cemeteries 38, 115
children, travel with 126
Chinati Foundation 36
churches & missions 50, 60, 

72, 87
Claremont 118
climate 14
Comfort 25, 66-7
Corpus Christi 46, 110-11
costs 15
cycling, see bicycling, 

mountain biking

D
dance halls 9, 26, 30, 53, 63, 72
Davis Mountains 36, 93-4
daylight savings time 15

Dickens 118
driver’s license 124
driving 124-7

car rental 14, 124-5
documents 124
fuel 14, 127
insurance 124
maps 125
parking 10, 12, 109, 126
road rules 124, 126
safety 125, 126, 127
scenic drives 29, 30, 38, 94, 

97, 99, 119

E
El Paso 34, 90-3
emergencies 14

F
fall foliage 67, 93
festivals & events

cultural 60, 75, 85, 94, 101
music 68, 75
rodeos 60, 101, 113, 116, 120
sports 75
wine 68

fishing 108
Floore’s Country Store 63
food 9, 15, 16-19, 77
Fort Davis 34-6, 93-8
forts

Alamo, the 25, 58, 86
Fort Concho National 

Historic Landmark 52, 112000 Map pages
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Fort Davis National Historic 
Site 36, 93

forts continued
Fort Leaton State Historic 

Site 99-100
Fort McKavett State 

Historical Park 50-1, 114
Presidio de San Sabá 114
Presidio la Bahia 43

Franklin Mountains State 
Park 90-1

Fredericksburg 25-6, 70-85
fuel 14, 127
Fulton 44-5, 107-8

G
galleries, see also museums

Blanton Museum of Art 73
McNay Art Museum 60
Menil Collection 100
Museum of Fine Arts 

Houston 100-1
Museum of Western Art 

25, 67
Orange Show Center for 

Visionary Art 100
San Angelo Museum of Fine 

Arts 112
San Antonio Museum of 

Art 60
Wittliff Collections 82

Galveston 42-3, 105-11
Garner State Park 50
gas 14, 127
gay travelers 61, 78
golf courses 95
Goliad 43
Goose Island State Park 44
Gruene 30, 83-5
Guadalupe Mountains 

National Park 93
Guadalupe River State Park 

72, see also tubing
Gulf Coast 41-45, 100-11

H
Helotes 63
hiking 93, 97-8, 119
Hill Country 27-31, 64-85
Holly, Buddy 54, 115
horseback riding 66, 69, 97, 

99, 110, 119
Houston 100-5, 102-3
Hueco Tanks State Historical 

Park 93

I
insurance 124
internet access 14

J
John Bremond House 89
Johnson City 27, 72
Johnson, Lyndon 26-27

K
kayaking 68, 75, 97, 107
Kerrville 25, 67-70

L
Lajitas 99
Lake Travis 80
Laredo 50
Leakey 50
lesbian travelers 61, 78
Lockhart 27
Lost Maples State Natural 

Area 67
Lubbock 54, 115-17
Luckenbach 26, 71
Luling 85

M
maps 125
Marathon 37, 96-7
Marfa 36, 94-8
Marfa Lights 36

markets 63, 81, 87
McDonald Observatory 35, 93
Mexico 97, 125
missions, see churches & 

missions
mobile phones 14
money 15
motorcycles, see driving
mountain biking 91, 94, 119
museums, see also galleries

American Quarter 
Horse Hall of Fame & 
Museum 120

American Wind Power 
Center 116

Art Car Museum 101
Bob Bullock Texas State 

History Museum 73, 88
Bob Wills Museum 53-4, 118
Buckhorn Museum 86
Buddy Holly Center 115
Central Texas Oil Patch 

Museum 85
Don Harrington Discovery 

Center 120
El Paso Holocaust 

Museum 34
El Paso Museum of Art 34
McKenna Children’s 

Museum 84
Miss Hattie’s Bordello 

Museum 52, 112
Museum of Science & 

History 110
Museum of the Big Bend 

37, 95
National Museum of the 

Pacific War 70
National Ranching Heritage 

Center 115
Panhandle-Plains Historical 

Museum 118
Port Aransas Museum 108
Port Isabel Historical 

Museum 111
Railway Museum of San 

Angelo 112000 Map pages
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Space Center Houston 101
Texas Maritime Museum 107
Thinkery 73-4
Treasures of the Gulf 

Museum 46, 111
USS Lexington Museum 46

music 125, 127, see also 
dance halls, festivals

N
national parks, state parks 

& natural areas, see also 
parks & gardens
Balmorhea State Park 95
Big Bend National Park 

37, 97-8
Big Bend Ranch State 

Park 99
Big Spring State Park 

52-3, 115
Davis Mountains State 

Park 93-4
Enchanted Rock State 

Natural Area 70
Franklin Mountains State 

Park 90-1
Guadalupe Mountains 

National Park 93
Hueco Tanks State 

Historical Park 93
Lost Maples State Natural 

Area 67
Padre Island National 

Seashore 110
Palo Duro Canyon State 

Park 54, 119
San Angelo State Park 112
Wildcat Bluff Nature 

Center 120
National Ranching Heritage 

Center 54
New Braunfels 30, 84

P
Padre Island National 

Seashore 46, 110

Palacios 43
Palo Duro Canyon 54, 118-9
Panhandle 112-23
Panhandle-Plains Historical 

Museum 54
parking 10, 12, 109, 126
parks & gardens 25, 59, 67-8, 

70, 75, 84, 116, see also 
national parks & parklands

petrol 14, 127
police 127
Port Aransas 45, 108-9
Port Isabel 46, 111
Prada Marfa 38
Presidio la Bahia 43

R
radio 127
rafting 97
ranches 66, 69, 114, 115
Republic of the Rio Grande 

Museum 50
River Road 99
Riverwalk 9, 58, 86
road conditions 125
road rules 124, 126
Roaring Springs 118
rock climbing 93
Rockport 44-5, 107-8
rodeos 60, 101, 113, 116, 120

S
safety 125, 126, 127
San Angelo 51-2, 112
San Antonio 10-11, 25, 58-65, 

86-7, 59, 87
San Antonio Riverwalk 9, 

58, 86
San Marcos 30, 81-3
Santa Elena Canyon 38
scenic drives 29, 30, 38, 94, 

97, 99, 119
Shiner 65
South by Southwest 75
South Padre Island 46, 111

Spanish Governor’s Palace 87
speed limits 124, 126
sports 75
Spur 118
Stampede 53
Stonehenge II 68
Stonewall 72
surfing 108
Sweetwater 118
swimming 84, 95

T
telephone services 14
Terlingua 38, 98-9
Texas Hwy 70   118
Texas Seaport Museum 42-3
Texas State Aquarium 46
Texas State Capitol 88
time 15
tipping 15
transport 15
tubing 82, 83, 84
Turkey 53-4, 118

U
University of Texas 88
Uvalde 50

W
walking tours 86-7, 88-9
weather 14
websites 11, 13, 15, 125
whooping cranes 43-4, 107
wi-fi 14
wildflowers 30
wildlife reserves 69, 107, 110
Wills, Bob 53-4, 118
Wimberley 27, 81
wine festivals 68
wineries 64, 117-18

Y
YO Ranch 69
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OUR  
WRITERS

AMY C BALFOUR
Amy has hiked, biked, skied and 
gambled her way across the 
Southwest. She has authored or 
co-authored more than 15 books 
for Lonely Planet and has written 

for Backpacker, Every Day with Rachael Ray, Redbook, 
Southern Living and Women’s Health.

LISA DUNFORD
Does living in a state for 22 
years, marrying a native and 
learning to speak the language 
mean someone can become 
a naturalized Texan? Lisa 

sure hopes so. Over the years she’s logged tens of 
thousands of miles exploring her adopted home. She 
loves cruising the country roads seeing what there is 
to see – a cow in a bluebonnet field, or an old barnlike 
dance hall. She’s bought boys drinks at the Continental 
Club in Austin, ridden the rides at the State Fair 
in Dallas and sailed on Corpus Christi Bay. Before 
becoming a freelance writer, Lisa was a restaurant 
reviewer and an editor in the features department 
at the Corpus Christi Caller-Times newspaper. Now 
no matter where she roams, she always returns to 
the patch of riverfront east of Houston that she, her 
husband and their dogs call home.

MARIELLA KRAUSE
Mariella first fell in love with 
Austin when she checked out 
the UT campus during her 
junior year of high school. After 
college, she intended to live 

‘everywhere,’ but felt so at home in Austin that she 
accidentally stayed for 15 years. Mariella will always 
consider Texas home, and she still sprinkles her 
language with Texanisms whenever possible, much to 
the amusement of those who don’t consider ‘y’all’ a 
legitimate pronoun.

REGIS ST LOUIS
A Hoosier by birth, Regis grew 
up in a sleepy riverside town 
where he dreamed of big-city 
intrigue. He’s lived all over the 
US (including New York City, 

San Francisco, Los Angeles and New Orleans), and 
has crossed the country by train, bus and car while 
visiting remote corners of America. Favorite memories 
from his most recent trip include crab feasting on 
Maryland’s eastern shore, hiking through striking 
state parks in west Texas, catching music jams in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia and going eye-
to-eye with wild horses on Assateague Island. Regis 
has contributed to more than 50 Lonely Planet titles, 
including New York City and Washington, DC.

RYAN VER BERKMOES
Ryan grew up in Santa Cruz, 
California, the sort of goofball 
beachtown place that made him 
immediately love Port Aransas. 
An inveterate wanderer, he 

was most at home on the hundreds of miles of Texas 
backroads he traversed for research. Whether it was 
discovering a forgotten town on Texas Hwy 70 or 
driving to the literal end of the road to (happily!) check 
out still another empty Gulf Coast beach, he relished 
every click on the odometer.

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.
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