
 Why Go?
 Russia’s distant end of the line, the wild wild east, feels likes 
its own entity. ‘Moscow is far’ runs the local mantra, and 
trade and transport connections with Asian neighbours are 
growing fast.

 For those who’ve not been, the Russian Far East (Дальний
Восток) seems impossibly forbidding and it’s often mis-
taken for Siberia (it was considered part of Siberia in pre-
communist times). The truth is it’s bigger, more remote and, 
in winter, even colder. Areas of snow-capped mountains 
and taiga, bigger than some European countries, separate 
former Cossack fort towns, old Gulag camps, decaying So-
viet towns along railways heading nowhere special, towns 
raised on stilts over permafrost and once-closed Soviet ports 
roaring with new business.

 Many travellers skip the Far East entirely, cutting south 
from Lake Baikal to China – but that’s all the better for those 
who make it. Elbow room is defi nitely not in short supply.

 When to   Go

 Feb & Mar Still 
the season for 
snowy delights, 
only not dark or 
slushy.

 Jun Essentially 
midspring, with 
all the beauty 
that entails 
(minus mozzies).

 Sep & Oct Better 
weather and more 
autumn foliage 
than anywhere 
else on earth.
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 Best  Places to Eat
 »  Zima (p 585 )
 »  Chochur Muran (p 598 )
 »  Tygyn Darkhan (p 598 )
 »  Nihon Mitai (p 604 )
 »  San Marino (p 612 )

 Best Places to 
Stay
 »   Boutique Hotel (p 572 )
 »  See You Hostel (p 582 )
 »  Biznestsentr (p 592 )
 »  Polar Star Hotel (p 597 )
 »  Tri Medvedya (p 616 )

  Russian Far East

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



564

RUSSIAN
 FAR EAST  

Mainline

Baikal-Amur
Little BAM

A R C T I C       O C E A N

Bering
Strait

S E AC H U K C H I

E A S T
S I B E R I A N

B E R I N G

S E A

Gulf
Shelekhov

S E A

S E A

S E A
L A P T E V

O K H O T S K

Tatar Strait

O F

Lena

Le
na

Oblast
Kamchatskaya

Oblast
Magadan

Oblast
Sakhalinskaya

Primorsky Territory

Oblast
Amurskaya

S a k h a    R e p u b l i c

Territory
Khabarovsky

Nizhny Bestyakh

Aleksandrovsk-Sakhalinsky

Bureya

Mokhsogollakh
Bulus

Elanka

Olyokminsk 

Khandyga

Topolinoe
Yelizovo

Tommot

Novy Urgal
Verzhyaya Ekon

Heihe

Sokol

Susuman

Sottinsty
Bakaldyn

Fuyuan

Sikachi-Alyan

Milkovo
Esso

Ust-Kamchatsk

Anadyr

Sakhalinsk

Nogliki

Okha

Kholmsk
Wakkanai

Spassk-Dalny
Gaivoron

Nakhodka
Slavyanka

Terney

Lensk

Mirny

Oymyakon

Neryungri

Aldan

Skovorodino

Belogorsk

na-Amure
Nikolaevsk-

Vanino

Troitskoe

Provideniya

Magadan

Tiksi

Okhotsk

Yuzhno-

Gavan
Sovetskaya

Sapporo

Ussuriysk

Tynda

Harbin

Birobidzhan

Ulan-Ude

Severobaikalsk

Chita

Lena Pillars

MTNS

YABLONOVY

TAINS

MOUNOVOYSTAN

M
SK

Y
K

O
LY

M
O

U
N

TA
IN

S

NSKY
YA

KHO

V
ER

MOUNTAINS

(4688m)
Klyuchevskaya

MTNS
UDOKAN

Khanka
Lake

Lake
Baikal

Islands
Commander

Island
Kunashir

Islands
Habomai

Island
Shikotan
Island
(Etorofu)
Iturup

Island
Urup

Island
Simushir

Island
Paramushir

Island
Moneron Hokkaido

St Lawrence
IslandWrangel

Island

Novosibirskie
Islands

Sakhalin Island

CIR
CLE

ARCTIC

Chukotka
Peninsula

Peninsula
Kamchatka

Region
Avtonomnaya

Koryak

Region
Autonomous

Chukotka

Oblast
Avtonomnaya

Yevreyskaya

An
ad

yr

K
ol

ym
a

Indigirka

O
le

ne
k

Amur

U
ssuri

Amur

Ar
gu

n

Sh
ilk

a

U S A

J A P A N
C  H  I  N  A

M O N G O L I A

Nature Reserve
Sikhote-Alin

M58

A
yA

M

Hwy

Koly
ma

na-Amure
Komsomolsk-

Nature Park
Bystrinsky

Khabarovsk

Kuril Islands

Blagoveshchensk

Yakutsk

Vladivostok

Kamchatsky
Petropavlovsk-

0 1000 km
0 600 miles

�1 Climb a fuming volcano 
around  Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatsky (p 613 ) on the 
wild Kamchatka Peninsula

�2 View sublime  Golden 
Horn Bay in mountain-spiked 
 Vladivostok (p 575 )

�3 Go exotic with horsemeat, 
reindeer and frozen fi sh meals 
in fascinating  Yakutsk (p 594 )

�4 Take in exquisite tsar-era 
buildings along the Amur River 
in  Blagoveshchensk (p 565 )

�5 Splurge on the adventure 
of a lifetime in the far-fl ung 
  Kuril Islands (p 606 )

�6 Take a party cruise on the 
Amur River before a night of 
clubbing in hip  Khabarovsk 
(p 568 )

�7 Hike the well-mapped 
trails of   Bystrinsky Nature 
Park (p 615 ) in laid-back  Esso, 
Kamchatka

�8 Revisit Soviet power and 
take a Gulag camp tour at 
friendly  Komsomolsk-na-
Amure (p 590 )

 Russian Far East   Highlights




