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Veliko Tarnovo &
Central Mountains
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Best Places to Eat
= Han Hadji Nikoli (p372)
= Sevastokrator (p375)

= Magnolia (p389)

= Pri Hadjiyata (p394)

= Starata Loza (p378)
I
Best Places to
Sleep

= Hotel-Mehana Gurko
(p371)

= Hotel IT Shipka (p390)

= Camping Veliko Tarnovo
(p370)

= Dream of Happiness
(p377)

= Hotel Merien Palace
(p391)

Why Go?

Forbidding mountains and floral valleys compose the varied
landscape at Bulgaria’s heart. What unites its perilous hills
and colourful villages is revolutionary history, etched into
the landscape.

In the Central Mountains, monasteries at Troyan and Dry-
anovo triumphed over repeated attempts to destroy them -
even sheltering revolutionary fighters between their frescoed
walls. Just south in Koprivshtitsa, a town famed for its charm-
ing 19th-century mansions, the 1876 April Uprising brewed.
Ensuing battles for Bulgaria’s independence from Ottoman
control unfolded in the thickly forested Shipka Pass.

The fortress at Veliko Tarnovo, once the capital of the Bul-
garian tsars, remains the region’s crowning attraction. Just
as captivating is Kazanlak’s Valley of the Roses, aflame with
blooms each May and June, and the Thracian tombs in its
surrounds. Little-explored intrigues lie east: Shumen’s co-
lossal monuments, Madara’s archaeological reserve and the
boulder-strewn hiking terrain around Sliven.

‘When to Go

Veliko Tarnovo

°C/°F Temp
40/104 —

Rainfall inches/mm
—5/125
30/86— —4/100

20/68 — —3/75
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May-Jun Rose
festivals in and

Aug-Sep Escape
the heat while

Oct Enjoy Veliko
Tarnovo's Sound

around Kazanlak,  hiking in cooler and Light Show
and Koprivshtit- climes in the Stara under clear skies,
sa’'s uprising Planina. along with its

re-enactment. student nightlife.
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