
Best Places to 
Eat

¨¨Garden Restaurant 
(p435)

¨¨New House (p435)

¨¨ Riverside (p442)

¨¨Classic Pizzeria (p433)

¨¨ Sladost (p442)

Best Places to 
Sleep

¨¨Hotel Drustar (p441)

¨¨City Art Hotel (p435)

¨¨Hotel Kiprovets (p431)

¨¨ Pelican Lake Guesthouse 
(p440)

¨¨Old Town Hotel (p433)

When to Go

Mar–May Spring 
days are warm 
and festival sea-
son begins. Late 
spring is ideal for 
birdwatching.

Jun–Aug Sum-
mers are hot 
and dry, and it’s 
a great time for 
hiking and sun-
bathing.

Nov–Jan Winters 
can be harsh, but 
the countryside 
looks picturesque 
in the snow.
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Vidin
°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm 

0

5/125

2/50

3/75

4/100

1/25

10/50

0/32

-10/14

30/86

40/104

20/68

The Danube & 
Northern Plains

Why Go?
Though it’s one of the poorest parts of Europe, northern Bul-
garia is a rewarding region to explore. Unspoilt mountain 
landscapes, wild nature reserves and peaceful monasteries 
await discovery. The mighty Danube River shimmers along 
most of the country’s border with Romania, and the river-
side city of Ruse, famed for its Viennese-style architecture, is 
the gateway to Bucharest.

The enigmatic rock churches and rich wildlife of the 
Rusenski Lom Nature Park and, further east, serene Lake 
Srebârna, home to numerous rare bird species, are well 
worth visiting. Away from the Danube, the bizarre rock for-
mations at Belogradchik and the Sveshtari Thracian burial 
tomb are top national sights.

Includes 
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Ruse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              433
Rusenski Lom  
Nature Park. . . . . . . . .        438
Lake Srebârna  
& Around. . . . . . . . . . .          440
Silistra . . . . . . . . . . . . .             441

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



Th
e Dan

ube & N
o

rth
ern

 Plain
s ﻿

Th
e Dan

ube & N
o

rth
ern

 Plain
s ﻿

Th
e Dan

ube & N
o

rth
ern

 Plain
s D

an


u
b

e &
 N

o
r

t
h

e
rn


 P

la


ins


 H
ig

h
lig

h
t

s

428

Bu
ch

ar
es

t

D
an

ub
e

D
an

ub
e

O
st

ro
v

Be
lo

gr
ad

ch
ik

V
et

re
n

Sr
eb

âr
na

Po
pi

na
Si

lis
tr

a

Pl
ev

en

V
id

in

Sh
ip

ka

Za
go

ra
N

ov
a

A
le

xa
nd

ri
a

G
iu

rg
iu

Sl
at

in
a

By
al

a

C
he

rv
en

Iv
an

ov
o

C
©l

©r
¢i

G
ar

a 
La

ka
tn

ik

C
al

af
at

Sl
iv

en

G
ab

ro
vo

Pe
rn

ik

SO
FI

AN
ov

i I
sk

âr

Sl
iv

ni
ts

aSv
og

e

Br
ez

ni
k

D
ra

go
m

an

O
re

sh
et

s
G

ar
a

C
hi

pr
ov

ts
i

R
om

an
M

ez
dr

a
Be

rk
ov

its
a

Bo
ro

va
n

M
on

ta
na

Br
ou

ss
ar

ts
i

Lo
m

K
oz

lo
du

i

Lo
ve

ch
Lo

uk
ov

it

C
he

rv
en

 B
ry

ag

K
ne

zh
a

G
ou

ly
an

ts
i

C
he

rk
ov

its
a

Tâ
rn

ov
o

V
el

ik
o

Le
vs

ki

D
ve

 M
og

ili

By
al

a

Pa
vl

ik
en

i

Sv
is

ht
ov

Zi
m

ni
ch

Sh
um

en

Po
po

vo

O
pa

ka
R

az
gr

ad
Sa

m
ui

l

Is
pe

rih

K
ou

br
at

Tu
rt

ak
an

K
ao

lin
ov

o

Te
rv

el

D
ou

lo
vo

A
lfa

ta
r

D
ob

ri
ch

B
ur

ga
sN

es
eb

âr

M
on

as
te

ry
Lo

pu
sh

an
sk

i

M
on

as
te

ry
C

he
re

pi
sh

M
on

as
te

ry
C

hi
pr

ov
ts

i

N
at

ur
e 

Pa
rk

V
ra

ch
an

sk
i B

al
ka

n

a
n

i
n

a
l

P

r
a

at
S

a
n

i
n

a
l

P
a

r
a

t
S

R
es

er
vo

ir
O

go
st

a

La
ke

 S
re

bâ
rn

a

Is
kâ

r G
or

ge

Is
kâ

r
La

ke

S
E
R

B
IA

R
O

M
A

N
IA

R
O

M
A

N
IA

K
al

ot
in

a

M
on

as
te

ry
B

as
ar

bo
vo

 R
oc

k

R
es

er
ve

M
on

ta
na

E7
9

o
f 

S
ve

sh
ta

ri
Th

ra
ci

an
 T

o
m

b

R
es

er
ve

N
at

u
re

S
re

b
âr

n
a

N
at

u
re

 P
ar

k
R

u
se

n
sk

i 
L
o
m

R
u
se

V
ra

ts
a

B
el

o
gr

ad
ch

ik
 R

o
ck

s

30
 m

ile
s

0
50

 k
m

0

M
ag

ur
a

C
av

e1
  B

el
og

ra
dc

hi
k 

Ro
ck

s 
(p

43
1)

 C
la

m
be

rin
g 

ov
er

 
m

as
si

ve
 s

an
ds

to
ne

 a
nd

 
lim

es
to

ne
 fo

rm
at

io
ns

.

2
  T

hr
ac

ia
n 

To
m

b 
of

 
Sv

es
ht

ar
i (

p4
34

) P
ee

rin
g 

in
to

 a
 p

er
fe

ct
ly

 p
re

se
rv

ed
 

Th
ra

ci
an

 b
ur

ia
l t

om
b.

3
  R

us
e 

(p
43

3)
 S

tr
ol

lin
g 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

pa
rk

s 
an

d 
ga

rd
en

s 
of

 th
is

 m
os

t e
le

ga
nt

 o
f 

B
ul

ga
ria

n 
ci

tie
s 

on
 th

e 
D

an
ub

e.

4
  I

va
no

vo
 R

oc
k 

M
on

as
te

ry
 

(p
43

9)
 M

ar
ve

lli
ng

 a
t t

he
 

liv
es

 o
f m

on
ks

 w
ho

 re
tr

ea
te

d 
to

 c
av

es
 h

er
e 

in
 th

e 
Ru

se
ns

ki
 

Lo
m

 N
at

ur
e 

Pa
rk

.

5
  S

re
bâ

rn
a 

N
at

ur
e 

Re
se

rv
e 

(p
44

0)
 S

po
tt

in
g 

ra
re

 fo
w

l a
lo

ng
 th

is
 U

ne
sc

o-
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

bi
rd

w
at

ch
in

g 
bi

os
ph

er
e.

6
  V

ra
ts

a’
s 

H
is

to
ric

al
 

M
us

eu
m

 (p
42

9)
 G

aw
ki

ng
 

at
 th

e 
Ro

go
ze

n 
Tr

ea
su

re
, a

 
co

lle
ct

io
n 

of
 m

or
e 

th
an

 a
 

hu
nd

re
d 

Th
ra

ci
an

 s
ilv

er
 ju

gs
 

an
d 

pl
at

es
.

T
he

 D
an

ub
e 

&
 N

or
th

er
n 

Pl
ai

ns
 H

ig
hl

ig
ht

s


