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Best Places

to Eat

= Caru’ cu Bere (p50)
= Lacrimi si Sfinti (p51)
= Shift Pub (p51)

= Gargantuain the Park
(P31
= Modelier (p51)

Best Places

to Sleep

=» Rembrandt Hotel (p49)
= Vila Arte (p49)

= Little Bucharest Old Town
Hostel (p49)

= Hotel Opera (p49)
= Hotel Amzei (p49)

Why Go?

Romania’s capital gets a bad rap, but in fact it’s dynamic,
energetic and fun. It’s where still-unreconstructed com-
munism meets unbridled capitalism; where the soporific
forces of the EU meet the passions of the Balkans. Many
travellers give the city just a night or two before heading
off to Transylvania, but that’s clearly not enough. Allow at
least a few days to take in the good museums, stroll the
parks and hang out at trendy cafes. While much of the cen-
tre is modern and garish, you'll find splendid 17th- and
18th-century Orthodox churches and graceful art nouveau
villas tucked away in quiet corners. Communism changed
the face of the city forever, and nowhere is this more evi-
dent than at the gargantuan Palace of Parliament, the cra-
ziest and crassest tribute to dictatorial megalomania you’ll
probably ever see.

‘When to Go
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Apr & May City
parks erupt into
colour as trees
blossom and
flowers bloom.

Jul & Aug Avoid
Bucharest in
midsummer, when
temperatures can
be oppressively
hot.

Sep & Oct Cooler,
but still sunny,
and warm enough
for terrace drink-
ing and dining.



