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EU Membership: Pros & Cons
After joining the European Union in 2007, Romania was told it could ac-
cess up to €20 billion in aid until 2013 in order to catch up with more ad-
vanced fellow members. According to EU monitors much of that money 
has not been spent on the promised development programs and, five 
years after it joined the EU, Romania still has villages without electric-
ity or running water, and a mere 300km of highway. Conversely, new 
EU regulations are also endangering classic aspects of Romanian life, 
such as free-range roaming of livestock and the selling of unpasteurised 
cheese by the roadside, but typically – like the ‘no smoking’ law, which 
has had little effect on the average Romanian who lights up pretty much 
all the time except during sleep – both still endure.

Pressure from the EU to address concerns such as pollution, cor-
ruption, destitute farmers and poor conditions for orphans has shown 
mixed results. Encouragingly at least, the number of children in public 
institutions has been significantly decreasing since foster-care facilities 
have been introduced, and many orphanages have been forced to close. 
Another plus, the presence of the EU stamp of approval has catapulted 
Romania to the top of consideration for European companies look-
ing to relocate facilities in an effort to cut operating costs. Romania’s 
abundance of multilingual, overeducated, underemployed college gradu-
ates make it a popular place for companies looking to outsource pan-
European call centres. Employers can easily fill a telephone bank with 
agents that satisfactorily speak three languages (or more), with starting 
salaries as little as €300 per month.

»» Number of 
people bitten 
by stray dogs 
in Bucharest 
(2010): 8348
»» Average 

percentage of 
alcohol in Ţuică 
(plum brandy), 
the national 
drink: 50%
»» EU country 

with the highest 
road mortality 
rate (2009): 
Romania
»» The average 

age a Romanian 
male/female 
marries is 
31/27 years old.

Superstitions Social Faux Pas 
»» Don’t sit at the corner of a 

table or you’ll never marry.
»» If your right hand itches, you’re 

about to lose some money.
»» If you spill your coffee, you’re 

in for some good luck.
»» If you spill your salt, you’ll 

receive bad luck.

»» Don’t sit down while a woman 
is standing up.

»» Men shouldn’t shake hands 
with gloves on.

»» Don’t accidentally imply 
Transylvania belongs to 
Hungary – you’ll open a 
Pandora’s box.

»» Don’t call someone in 
Romania after 10pm.

»» Don’t point at someone with 
your index finger.

»» Don’t enter someone’s house 
with shoes or a hat on.
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