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The Danube &
Northern Plains

Includes »

Vratsa .....ccooveevveeniincnnnes
Chiprovtsi
Belogradchik

Rusenski Lom Nature
Park

Lake Srebarna &
Around......cccoevveirniirninne 438

Silistra c.oceeeeeieiieinnnns 439

Best Museums
» Ruse Regional Museum of
History (p433)

» Sveti Sofronii Vrachanski
Ethnographical & Revival
Complex (p427)

» Archaeological Museum
(p439)

» Historical Museum (p432)

» Transportation Museum
(p433)

Best Places to Stay

» Hotel Drustar (p440)

» City Art Hotel (p434)

» Hotel Madona (p429)

» Pelican Lake Guesthouse
(p439)

» Lopushanski
Monastery(p428)

Why Go?

Much of northern Bulgaria is quiet, off-the-beaten-track terri-
tory and sees very few foreign visitors. It’s a rewarding part of
the country to explore, though you’ll need plenty of time, pa-
tience or, most usefully, your own transport, to visit its more
rural corners. Unspoilt mountain landscapes, wild nature
reserves and peaceful monasteries are waiting for you to dis-
cover. The mighty Danube River shimmers along most of the
country’s border with Romania, and the urbane riverside city
of Ruse, famed for its Viennese-style architecture and brim-
ming with cafes and museums, is the gateway to Bucharest.

The enigmatic rock churches and rich wildlife of the vast
Rusenski Lom Nature Reserve and, further east, serene Lake
Srebarna, home to numerous rare bird species, are well
worth visiting.

Away from the Danube, the bizarre rock formations at
Belogradchik, the remote, charming monasteries at Lo-
pushanski and Chiprovtsi and the dramatic hiking country
around Vratsa are sure to delight outdoor enthusiasts.

‘When to Go
Vidin

°C/°F Temp

40/104 —

Rainfall inches/mm
—5/125
30/86— —4/100

20/68— —3/75

10/50 — . . . . . —2/50
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Mar-May Spring Jun-Aug Sum- Nov-Jan Winters
days are warm mers are hot can be harsh, but
and pleasant,and  and dry, and the countryside
festival season it's a great time looks picturesque
begins. for hiking and in the snow.

birdwatching.




O pi08e7

seSing @ PAON
[
JeqasoN ua oeydiys
vuruerg el1els
©0A0IqeD
@ onrousel
ONIIPA
(-]
© uawnys uAlIAEd
o\@mon_ _om>o
eleAg "l
0 eyedo o
peiSzey
[iNWes o (-] IEYSE]Te)
o 0. o/jiSow aAq >oEmﬂ,m
0AOUI|0BY @ g ainge
W1qea loe Lo susen @0 ORoueA - Fwor)
(] Aigpseuopy o
[EIVEIN - yuads| 00y 0AOqGIESEg
Jeignoy © Sen
o 1Q
oaojnog X
CYYELEN AW:_mhz_U
JEIBYV\@ aunjep © elpuexs|y
rBUIRQIIS uesepn |
| eulteqRlS (] w;::sc

eisis B ! 4 OOm:_n_om
09
YSBIN|NY @ 1iL1Dqa.LS 217

(6vd) NSNS

ul suinJ auuezAg pue uewoy
ay3 Suniojdxa pue agnueq

3y} Jo smalA ayy Suifoluz @
9IS a3ejleH

pl4op 09saun e ‘(geyd

s9.BLNg O \

9A19SaY 2iNjeN Buleqals e
|mojIa3em aied Suijjods (2]
SJI|p|IM Jo} 3n0 943 ue Suidasy
pue (£epd) Nied aanjeN
woT pjsuasny e seyainyd
901 anbiun ay} Sulisin @

VINVWOY

(zepd) asny jo swnasnw

auly pue puepy.ed ‘21njos}ydle
juedaye ay} Buranodsiq €
upiA ul (0gvd)
$S941104-WN3SN|\ EPIA eqeg
ay} puno. yoo| e 3uive] &)

Sejed pue sieq s,A}0
ay3 uifolus 1o ‘(1e1d) uanald
JO SWIN3sSNLW aY3 Ul Jem Ysin|
-0ssny a3 ynoge dujules @

ADYS]
U1 yuiad
-]
VI40S
Q
3Iuzaig @
m:_cfm 1Byjs| INON'®
’ 3. (-]
910D 1PsLe BSHUAIS [ urlwoSeld
Zz
&,  ©e80As Q
& &y
Aspseuoy o IIBETERD oy
ysidaiay> ')
UeWOY g ° JHed SIMeN vigy3as
Y33A07 J1n08no7 RIPZIN O upy[eq D{suByorip
; ° esyeip @, oPSHoMRg
0 Sefig uonayd A104l52y-Kiaysruow
XIS pis05 o/ pisueyspdoT
BURJUOIA| /
o eurfels % 7 I
BleAg o BURJUO!
uan3djd O_ o Uenolog Wow Ewﬁm:om,\v_mto‘a_;u
eyzauy 1spp0udiy>y
ispieAinon sypou-YdprifoPa Q)
AYyopeigojede
ISpessnoIg O o
npajzoy Ao
mQ\\\\t
@ wo1e
ejeed
VINVWOY 2.0 upIn
&)
—— 0
— @
(8z{d) A1e3seuopy
pjsueysndo aualas ay} Ul
SUOd! [NyINEaq 8y} SumaIA @ (£21d) esyeap

punoJe apisA13unod uluunis
3y} ur a1y e 4oy Sul0) @

(627d) syooy Hyopei3ojeg j0
s1apuom auy je 3uljjartelN @@

SIYSIYSTH SUre[d WIYLION 2 dqnue( YL



