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Go further with Lonely Planet
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Book your travels
Find a fl ight
Find the right fl ight through our 
online booking service.

Reserve a room
Visit the Lonely Planet website to book 
author-reviewed and recommended 
accommodation for any price range. 

Book activities
Discover and book amazing experiences 
online for destinations around the globe.
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Check out our full range of guides
Travelling somewhere else? Staying longer in a particular place? Check out our full range of 
guides, written and researched by expert authors to give you an amazing travel experience.
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Get inspired to travel
The award-winning Lonely Planet Traveller is the most exciting 
magazine for people who want to see more of the world. 
Go online to fi nd out more and see the latest subscription off er.
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lonelyplanet.com/magazine

Talk to locals 
With just a few words in the local language you can 
make a real connection when you travel. 
Our superb range of phrasebooks and language 
apps is guaranteed to get you talking, no matter 
where you’re going.
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shop.lonelyplanet.com/phrasebooks

Talk to other 
travellers 
Looking for ideas and advice on a 
specifi c destination? Want to share 
your experiences with the most 
active travel community? Then head 
to Thorn Tree, Lonely Planet’s forum, 
where you’ll fi nd new posts every 
12 seconds.
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Sofia
GO Mar–Jun

Bansko
GO Dec–Feb

Varna
GO Jun–Sep

Plovdiv
GO Mar–Jun

Sozopol
GO May–Aug

Dry climate
Warm to hot summers, mild winters
Mild to hot summers, cold winters
Mild summers, cold winters
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“All you’ve got to do is decide to go and the hardest part is over. So go!”
TONY WHEELER, COFOUNDER – LONELY PLANET

GET MORE FROM YOUR TRIP 

Learn about the big picture, so you
can make sense of what you see 

 Natural Beauty
  The Carpathian Mountains draw a wide 
arc through the centre of the country, leav-
ing a swath of exposed rocky peaks sur-
rounded by groves of pine and deciduous 
trees, and stretches of bright green mea-
dow below. Hiking trails skirt the peaks, 
and a network of mountain huts provides 
somewhere to rest your head at night. Eu-
rope’s second-longest river, the Danube, 
marks Romania’s southern border before 
turning suddenly northward and empty-
ing into the Black Sea. The Danube Delta 
is a vast and unique protected wetland, 
perfect for hiking,  shing, boating and 
birdwatching.

Castles & Medieval 
Villages
  The land that gave us Dracula has no 
shortage of jaw-dropping castles pitched 
precariously on rocky hilltops. There’s 
spooky Bran Castle of course, with its spu-
rious connection to Bram Stoker’s  ctional 
count, but don’t overlook beauties such as 
Hunedoara’s 14th-century Corvin Castle 
or King Carol I’s sumptuous 19th-century 
pile, Pele  Castle. North of Curtea de Arge , 
you’ll  nd the ruins of a fortress that really 
was the stomping ground of old Vlad 

epe . In Maramure  you’ll discover towns 
and villages that seemingly stepped out of 
the Middle Ages, complete with hay racks, 
horse carts and stately wooden churches. 

 Welcome to 
Romania

  Bucharest
 
 Museums 
 Entertainment 
 Food 

 Museums
 Bucharest is home to the country’s top 
museums of art history and natural

  Wallachia
 History 
 Nature 
 Winemaking 

 History
 The modern Roma-
nian state traces 
its roots back to 
the old principality 
of Wallachia, once 
ruled over by the 
feared Vlad epe . 
The princely courts 
of Curtea de Arge  
and Târgovi te tell 
this history. 

 Nature
 The Danube River 
defines Wallachia’s 

  Transylvania
 Castles 
 Mountains 
 Scenic Villages 

 Castles
 Who can blame 
author Bram Stoker 
for looking to Tran-
sylvania for inspi-
ration on spooky 
castles? Bran is a 
national treasure, 
but don’t neglect 
Corvin Castle, at 
Hunedoara, or 
Râ nov, not far 
from Bra ov. 

 Mountains
 Transylvania’s 

 regions 
at a 
 glance
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In-depth reviews, detailed listings  
and insider tips

SURVIVAL  
GUIDE
Romania 
Directory A–Z .................  256
Transport ........................  264
Language ........................  271

Bulgaria 
Directory A–Z .................  472
Transport ........................  480
Language ........................  487

Index ................................  494
Map Legend ....................  510

VITAL PRACTICAL INFORMATION TO 

HELP YOU HAVE A SMOOTH TRIP

ON THE  
ROAD 



3
3

3
3

444
4

44
4

4
44

4

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

##

##

##

###

####

#

3

###

#####
###

##

#####

##

#

###

######

######

333333 33

####

####

##### ###

##
#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#######
####

###

#

####
#######

######

####
#

#####

#
##

###############

#

3

###

###

^

\

\

\ \

\

\

\
\

]

]

\

\

^

\

\

]

]

^

\

\

\

\

^

_

]

]

]

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\
\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

]

\

]

\

\

\

]

\

^

]

]

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

]

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

^

\

\

]

\

\

^
\

^

^

c

R

R

B
uc

eg
i

M
ou

nt
ai

ns

R
et

ez
at

M
ou

nt
ai

ns

C
ea

hl
ău

M
as

si
f

LV
IV

 R
E

G
IO

N

S
O

U
T

H
E

R
N

B
U

C
O

V
IN

A

M
O

LD
A

V
IA

TR
A

N
SY

LV
A

N
IAT
E

R
N

O
P

IL
R

E
G

IO
N

M
A

R
A

M
U

R
EŞ

C
R

IŞ
A

N
A

B
A

N
AT

D
A

N
U

B
E

D
EL

TA

Seret

Str
y

O
lt

Piv
d. 

Bu
h

M
ureş

D
ni

est
er

D
an

ub
e

Sa
n

M
ur

es

Mures

Prut

A
pu

se
ni

M
ou

nt
ai

ns

Fă
gă

ra
ş M

ou
nt

ai
ns

C a 
r p

 a 
t h

 i a
 n  M

 o u n t a i n
 s

Ta
tr

a 
M

ou
nt

ai
ns

C
in

dr
el

Pr
is

lo
p

Pa
ss

S
tr

y

D
or

oh
oi

S
am

bi
r

B
or

ys
la

v

B
an

at
šk

o
A

ra
nd

el
ov

o

B
ot

oş
an

i

Tu
lc

ea

K
al

us
h

D
ilo

ve
S

ig
he

tu
M

ar
m

aţ
ie

i

S
ko

le
H

al
yc

h
B

uc
ha

ch

M
ed

zh
yb

iz
h

H
us

ya
ty

n

Tr
us

ka
ve

ts

A
lb

iţa

B
or

ş

B
ei

uş

N
ăd

la
c

M
or

av
iţa

B
ie

rt
an

D
ej

M
oi

se
i

Va
tr

a 
D

or
ne

i

B
ăi

le
 F

el
ix

G
ur

a 
H

um
or

ul
ui

S
uc

ev
iţa

S
ir

et

S
cu

le
ni Fă

ur
ei

P
re

jm
er

S
an

ok
S

zc
za

w
ni

ca
K

ry
ni

ca
Ta

tr
as

M
us

zy
na

Tâ
rg

u
N

ea
m

ţ

S
in

ai
a

Pe
tr

ila

B
la

j
Li

po
va Lu

go
j

A
ni

na

C
ar

an
se

be
ş

B
uz

ău

B
âr

la
d

Pr
eš

ov

B
ai

a 
M

ar
e

Tu
rd

a

Lu
pe

ni

A
lb

a
Iu

lia

S
ig

hi
şo

ar
a

Fă
gă

ra
ş

B
ek

és
cs

ab
a

Sa
tu

M
ar

e

S
eb

eş

D
ro

ho
by

ch

N
ow

y 
S

ąc
z

A
iu

d

H
un

ed
oa

ra

Pi
at

ra
N

ea
m

ţ

O
ră

şt
ie

Ji
m

bo
lia

M
ed

ia
ş

Vu
lc

ăn
eş

ti

U
ng

he
ni

B
is

tr
iţa

B
or

şa

Va
sl

ui

Te
cu

ci

B
ar

de
jo

v
Li

pt
ov

sk
ý

M
ik

ul
àš

Le
vo

ča
K

ež
m

ar
ok

Žd
ia

r
Za

ko
pa

ne

D
ev

a

O
ra

de
a

C
lu

j-N
ap

oc
a

Su
ce

av
a

Si
bi

u

Ia
şi

G
al

aţ
i

Br
ăi

la

Br
aş

ov

Po
pr

ad

Ba
că

u

Zr
en

ja
ni

n

Bă
lţ

i

Tâ
rg

u
M

ur
eş

Vr
ša

c

Vi
nn

yt
sy

a

Ch
er

ni
vt

si

Ar
ad

Ti
m
iş
oa

ra

Kh
m
el
ny

ts
ky

Te
rn

op
il

Uz
hh

or
od

M
is
ko

lc

D
eb

re
ce

n

CH
IŞ

IN
ĂU

C
ur

te
a

D
e 

A
rg

eş

O
do

rh
ei

u
S

ec
ui

es
c

B
ic

az

G
he

or
gh

en
i

M
ie

rc
ur

ea
 C

iu
c

P
re

de
al

B
ra

n

P
oi

an
a 

B
ra

şo
v

R
âş

no
v

Ză
rn

eş
ti

A
rie

şe
ni

G
âr

da
de

 S
us

La
cu

 R
oş

u

S
ul

in
a

S
fâ

nt
u

G
he

or
gh

e

Zi
m

bo
r

In
eu

C
hi

și
ne

u-
C

ri
ș

Li
va

da

Pu
tn

a

To
pl

ița

Tâ
rg

u
Fr

um
os

R
om

an

M
oi

ne
şt

i

O
ne

şt
i

A
dj

ud

Fo
cş

an
i

R
âm

ni
cu

S
ăr

at

M
ăc

in

V
oi

te
g

H
or

ia

M
ăr

ăş
eş

ti

R
up

ea

R
eg

hi
n

Pe
tr

oş
an

i R
âm

ni
cu

V
âl

ce
a

Tâ
rg

u 
Ji

u

R
eş

iiţ
a

C
âm

pu
lu

ng

H
U
N
G
A
RY

P
O
LA

N
D

S
LO

VA
K
IA

U
K
R
A
IN

E

U
K
R
A
IN

E
U
K
R
A
IN

E

M
O
LD

O
VA

U
K
R
A
IN

E

U
K
R
A
IN

E

U
K
R
A
IN

E

U
K
R
A
IN

E

R
O
M
A
N
IA

#\

M
ar

am
ur

eş
A

us
te

re
ly

 b
ea

ut
ifu

l w
oo

de
n 

ch
ur

ch
es

 (p
17

5)

Si
bi

u
M

az
e 

of
 c

ob
bl

ed
 s

tr
ee

ts
 a

nd
lu

st
ro

us
 s

qu
ar

es
 (p

10
6)

C
ar

pa
th

ia
n 

M
ou

nt
ai

ns
R

ug
ge

d 
pl

at
ea

us
 a

nd
w

el
l-m

ar
ke

d 
tr

ai
ls

 (p
72

)

B
ra

n 
C

as
tl

e
A

 m
as

s 
of

 tu
rr

et
s

an
d 

ca
st

el
la

ti
on

s 
(p

91
)

D
an

ub
e 

D
el

ta
A

 v
as

t e
xp

an
se

 o
f

re
m

ot
e 

w
et

la
nd

 (p
21

1)

B
uc

ov
in

a
Pa

in
te

d 
m

on
as

te
ri

es
 w

it
h

da
zz

lin
g 

fr
es

co
es

 (p
20

2)

To
p 

E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 ›
› R

om
an

ia
 &

 B
ul

ga
ri

a



44

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#######

###############

#

#

##

##

##

#####

###

##
####

##

#

###

#

###

####

\

]

\

\

]

\

]

\

\

\

\

]

]

\

\

_

^

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\ \

\

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\
\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

]

\

]

]

\

]

\

]

]

\

\

\

\

\

]

\\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

_

\

\

\

]

\

\

]

\

\

_

]

c

R

÷

÷

÷

÷ #

#

#
#

#

#

Ü

Ü

Ü
Ü

Ü

Ü

BL
AC

K
  S

EA
 

N
O

R
TH

ER
N

 D
O

B
R

O
G

EA

W
A

LL
A

C
H

IA

K
al

ia
kr

a 
C

ap
e

D
an

ub
eLa

ke
Sr

eb
âr

na

R
ila 

M
ou

nt
ai

ns

St
ar

a 
Pl

an
in

a
St

ar
a 

P l
an

in
a

R
od

op
i  M

ou
nt

ai
ns

Piri
n M

ountains

C
ar

pa
th

ia
n 

M
ou

nt
ai

ns

M
t V

it
os

ha

Sh
ip

ka
 P

as
s

K
la

do
vo

N
ai

dă
ş

O
rş

ov
a

S
co

rn
ic

eş
ti

B
ăi

le
H

er
cu

la
ne

Fe
te

şt
i

N
eg

ru
V

od
ă

Sn
ag

ov

N
es

eb
âr

S
oz

op
ol

B
el

og
ra

dc
hi

k

R
ila

B
an

sk
o

Si
ne

m
or

et
s

Ts
ar

ev
o

K
ite

n
Pr

im
or

sk
o

B
ya

laK
al

ia
kr

a
A

lb
en

aB
al

ch
ik

K
av

ar
naD
ur

an
ku

la
k

Em
on

a

M
ad

ar
a

Tr
ya

vn
a

A
rb

an
as

i

H
is

ar
(H

is
ar

ya
)

S
m

ol
ya

n
Zl

at
og

ra
d

M
el

ni
k

R
az

gr
ad

P
op

ov
o

V
el

ik
i

P
re

sl
av

K
ot

el

A
ito

s

El
ho

vo

Sv
et

i
K

on
st

an
tin

O
rm

en
io

S
liv

en
Pe

rn
ik

D
ob

ri
ch

C
al

af
at

Pa
za

rd
zh

ik

M
on

ta
na

K
ne

za

Pe
tr

ic
h

S
la

ti
na

Ya
m

bo
l

S
hu

m
en

H
as

k o
vo

V
el

in
gr

ad
Pe

sh
te

ra

B
er

ko
vi

ca

Sa
m

ok
ov

Ih
ti

m
an

Pa
na

gy
ur

is
ht

e

G
ot

se
D

el
ch

ev

C
or

ab
ia

D
im

it
ro

vg
ra

d
G

ab
ro

vo

Vi
di

n

D
ră

gă
şa

ni

C
ar

ac
al

Lo
m

B
la

go
ev

gr
ad

Tă
rg

ov
iş

te

D
ro

be
ta

-
Tu

rn
u

S
ev

er
in

M
an

ga
lia

C
ăl

ăr
aş

i

G
iu

rg
iu

K
âr

dz
ha

li

K
ar

lo
vo

O
rj

ah
ov

o

K
az

an
lâ

k

Ve
lik

o
Tâ

rn
ov

o
Lo

ve
ch

Pl
ov

di
v

C
ra

io
va

St
ar

a
Za

go
ra

Bu
rg

as

Tr
oy

an

Pl
oi

eş
ti

Va
rn

a

Pl
ev

en

C
on

st
an

ţa

Vr
at

sa
C

he
rv

en
Br

ya
g

Ru
se

Pi
te

şt
i

İs
ta

nb
ul

BU
C
H
AR

ES
T

SO
FI
A

SK
O
PJ

E

C
hi

pr
ov

ts
i

D
ev

in
C

he
pe

la
re

Pa
m

po
ro

vo

S
hi

pk
a

S
ili

st
ra

S
un

ny
 B

ea
ch

(S
lâ

nc
he

v 
B

ry
ag

)

P
om

or
ie

M
am

ai
a

S
fâ

nt
u

G
he

or
gh

e

H
is

tr
ia

Va
m

a 
V

ec
he

B
oy

an
a

B
or

ov
et

s

S
re

bâ
rn

a

Fi
lia

şi B
ec

he
t

G
ou

ly
an

ts
i

A
le

xa
nd

ri
a

U
rz

ic
en

i

S
lo

bo
zi

a
O

to
pe

ni

B
ră

ne
şt

i

C
iu

cu
ro

va

Sv
is

ht
ov B

ya
la

El
en

a

K
ar

no
ba

t

M
ez

dr
a

O
m

ur
ta

g

N
ov

i I
sk

âr

B
or

ov
an

N
ov

o
Za

go
ra

C
hi

rp
an

To
po

lo
vg

ra
d

D
os

pa
t

O
lte

ni
ţa

H
âr

şo
va

G
ol

de
n 

S
an

ds
  (

Z
la

tn
i P

ya
sâ

ts
i)

R
oş

io
ri

de
 V

ed
e

Tu
rn

u
M

ăg
ur

el
e

Zi
m

ni
ce

a

Ta
rg

ov
is

ht
e

Ky
us

te
nd

il

St
ra

nd
zh

a
N

at
ur

e
Pa

rk

V
it

os
ha

 N
at

ur
e

Pa
rk

R
oz

he
n

M
on

as
te
ry

R
ila

M
on

as
te
ry

D
ry
an

ov
o

M
on

as
te
ry

Tr
oy

an
M
on

as
te
ry

R
op

ot
am

o 
N

at
ur

e 
R

es
er

v e

V r
ac

ha
ns

ki
 B

al
ka

n
N

at
ur

e 
Pa

rk

Lo
pu

sh
an

sk
iM

on
as

te
ry

C
he

re
pi
sh

M
on

as
te
ry

M
A
C
ED

O
N
IA

TU
R
K
EY

G
R
EE

C
E

S
ER

B
IA

B
U
LG

A
R
IA

#+

#\

#\

#\

0
10

0
km

0
50

m
ile

s
#e

G
RE

EC
E

10
00

m

15
00

m

20
00

m

25
00

m

50
0m

30
0m

20
0m

0

E
LE

VA
TI

O
N

So
fia

 M
aj

es
ti

c 
A

le
ks

an
de

r 
N

ev
sk

i
M

em
or

ia
l C

hu
rc

h 
(p

30
3)

B
uc

ha
re

st
Pa

la
ce

 o
f P

ar
lia

m
en

t –
 m

od
er

n
an

d 
m

in
d-

bl
ow

in
g 

(p
31

)

R
om

an
ia

’s 
B

la
ck

 S
ea

B
ea

ch
es

So
m

et
hi

ng
 fo

r 
ev

er
yo

ne
 (p

21
7)

Ve
lik

o 
Tâ

rn
ov

o 
 

M
ed

ie
va

l c
ap

it
al

 o
ffe

rs
an

ti
qu

it
y 

an
d 

ni
gh

tli
fe

 (p
36

3)
K

az
an

lâ
k

Th
ra

ci
an

 to
m

bs
: s

pl
en

do
ur

of
 th

e 
an

ci
en

ts
 (p

38
3)

Pl
ov

di
v

Fu
n-

lo
vi

ng
, w

it
h 

re
st

au
ra

nt
s,

ba
rs

 a
nd

 g
al

le
ri

es
 (p

33
7)

M
el

ni
k

H
om

e 
to

 fi
ne

 w
in

e 
si

nc
e

Th
ra

ci
an

 ti
m

es
 (p

33
4)

Pi
ri

n 
M

ou
nt

ai
ns

Lo
ng

 s
ki

 s
ea

so
ns

 a
nd

st
ee

p 
ru

ns
 (p

32
7)

R
ila

 M
on

as
te

ry
Bu

lg
ar

ia
’s 

m
os

t s
to

ri
ed

sp
ir

it
ua

l t
re

as
ur

e 
(p

32
2)



Look out for these icons:

 Our author’s top 
recommendation

Every listing is recommended by our authors, and their  
favourite places are listed first

 A green or 
sustainable option  No payment 

required
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Itiner-
aries

Whether you’ve got six days or 
60, these itineraries provide 
the starting point for a trip 
of a lifetime. Want more 
inspiration? Head online to 
lonelyplanet.com/thorntree to 
chat with other travellers. 
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10 Days
Classic Romania

This classic route for travellers wanting a taste of Transylvania starts in the capital, 
Bucharest, where most flights arrive.

Hire a car at Bucharest or hop a train northward toward the mountains, stopping 
in Sinaia for a couple of nights and checking out Peleş Castle.

From there, take a cable car up into the Bucegi Mountains for hiking or biking. Drive or 
bus north for a couple of nights in Braşov, a lively hub with a cobbled centre.

Take day trips to the infamous ‘Dracula’s Castle’ at Bran and another stunner at Râşnov, 
with the option of skiing and hiking at nearby Poiana Braşov. 

If you have a car, spend a night in Viscri before continuing on for a night in Sighişoara, 
where the dramatic citadel offers B&Bs, espresso and Dracula’s birthplace. From here, head 
southwest for a night or two in Sibiu.

If you have a car (and it’s summer), drive south along the breathtaking Transfăgărăşan 
Road, which tackles the biggest of the Carpathians. South of the pass, stop at the ‘real Drac
ula’s castle’ of Poienari Citadel outside Curtea de Argeş before returning to Bucharest.

24
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Danube Delta & Monasteries
Transylvania & Maramureş

7–10 Days 
Danube Delta & 
Monasteries 

This tour starts in Tulcea, the gate
way to the delta, though it could 
be done in reverse, beginning in 
Suceava. If you’re arriving in Bucha

rest, take the bus or drive (3 to 4 hours) to 
Tulcea.

If you’ve only got a day or two for the 
delta, stay overnight in Tulcea and enter the 
delta via boating day trips. If you’ve got a few 
days or longer, skip Tulcea and grab a pas
senger ferry to deeper, more scenic destina
tions such as Sulina or Sfântu Gheorghe.

After getting your birdwatching and boat
ing on, return to Tulcea and take the bus or 
drive north to Iaşi, Moldavia’s largest city. 
Spend a day taking in the sights. Use Iaşi as 
a base to explore the Agapia, Văratec and 
Neamţ monasteries or head west and settle 
in at Piatra Neamţ or Târgu Neamţ. 

From here, it’s a short hop to Suceava, 
a good base for exploring the Bucovina 
painted monasteries. Highlights include 
the Voroneţ, Humor, Moldoviţa and 
Suceviţa monasteries. Accessing the mon
asteries is tricky without a car. If travelling 
by public transport, allow a couple of extra 
days.

10–14 Days 
Transylvania & 
Maramureş

If you’re coming to Romania to get 
a taste of smalltown life, this tour is 
for you. Braşov makes a good base; if 
you’re starting from Bucharest, take 

the train north on arrival. Spend at least a 
day or two in Braşov, and use it as a base for 
exploring Bran Castle and amazing forti
fied churches such as the one in Viscri. 

From here, head north to the Unesco 
protected town of Sighişoara and its historic 
citadel. Spend the night before heading south 
to the former Saxon stronghold of Sibiu. If 
you’ve got your own wheels, make a detour to 
take in another gorgeous village at Biertan. 
Sibiu is one of the liveliest cities in Romania, 
and well worth a couple of nights. 

From here, you’ll have to backtrack to
wards Sighişoara or head north through 
Cluj-Napoca. If you’ve got the time, this is 
another lively metropolis that merits at least 
a night. 

From here push northward to Baia Mare 
or to Sighetu Marmaţiei, bases for  further 
exploration of Maramureş. Don’t miss the 
Merry Cemetery near Săpânţa. From 
Sighetu Marmaţiei, it’s just a short hop to 
the pretty villages of Budeşti, Surdeşti and 
Ieud. 
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Itiner-
aries

Whether you’ve got six days or 
60, these itineraries provide 
the starting point for a trip 
of a lifetime. Want more 
inspiration? Head online to 
lonelyplanet.com/thorntree to 
chat with other travellers. 
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Two Weeks
From Sofia to the Coast

Start off with a few days in the capital, Sofia, taking time to visit a couple of the 
fascinating museums, galleries and churches. From Sofia, you can take a day trip out 
to the beautiful Rila Monastery, Bulgaria’s most important pilgrimage site and one 
of the country’s real highlights. 

Take the bus – or train, if you prefer – from Sofia to Burgas on the southern Black Sea 
coast. Spend at least one night in this laidback city, and take a stroll through the lovely 
Maritime Park down to the beach. Take the bus for the short trip southwards along the coast 
to the ancient town of Sozopol, with its quaint cobbled lanes and attractive sandy beaches. 
Spend three or four days here, relaxing by the seaside, sampling the fresh local seafood and 
maybe enjoying one of the free outdoor concerts or a yacht trip around the peninsula. If 
you’re here in summer, catch the ferry up to Nesebâr, famed for its numerous medieval 
churches, and spend the day sightseeing.

Return to Burgas to get the bus or train back to Sofia.
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Along the Danube to the Sea
Southern & Central Bulgaria

Two Weeks 
Along the Danube  
to the Sea

From Sofia, head north by bus to the 
little town of Vratsa, where you can 
spend a couple of days walking in the 
mountains or visiting the interest

ing museums. From here, travel by bus to 
Pleven where you can pick up another bus 
to Ruse, for your first glimpse of the mighty 
Danube. One of Bulgaria’s most elegant and 
appealing cities, Ruse is known for its grand 
Viennesestyle architecture and boasts sev
eral diverting museums, extensive parkland 
and a lively cafe scene.

Spend three or four days in Ruse, taking 
a day trip south of the city to the Rusenski 
Lom Nature Park to visit the remarkable 
rock churches and caves, and maybe spot 
some of the rare local wildlife.

From Ruse head eastwards to Silistra, 
a quiet town on the Danube, for a relaxing 
day or two before continuing to the Black 
Sea coast at Varna. You could easily spend 
several days in Bulgaria’s ‘maritime capital’. 
Relax on the long, sandy city beach, enjoy 
a show or concert at one of the city’s many 
cultural venues, or go clubbing along the vi
brant seafront.

Three Weeks 
Southern & Central 
Bulgaria

From Sofia, catch a bus south to 
tranquil Melnik, famous for its 
wine, chalky ‘pyramids’ and National 
Revival–era mansions. Soak up the 

sunshine for a couple of days and visit his
toric Rozhen Monastery nearby. Continue 
by bus to Bansko, for two or three days of 
summer hikes or winter skiing. 

From Bansko, take the train as it mean
ders on a narrowgauge rail through moun
tainous forests before reaching Septemvri, 
on the main line to Plovdiv; this city boasts 
a sublime old town with clustered, classic 
architecture, ancient sites, art galleries and 
cafes – it deserves three or four days, espe
cially if you’ll also visit nearby Bachkovo 
Monastery. Head north to Hisar, famous 
since antiquity for its healing waters. 

Continue to quiet Karlovo for more tra
ditional ambience before visiting Kazan-
lâk, famous for its ancient Thracian Tomb. 
Cross the mountains at the gorgeous Ship-
ka Pass, stopping first in Shipka village, 
to see its gleaming, golden oniondomed 
church. Finally, unwind for a few days in 
Veliko Târnovo, Bulgaria’s medieval capi
tal. In the shadow of its impressive fortress, 
this university city offers elegant eating and 
vivacious nightlife.
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