
Best Forts & 
Palaces

¨¨ Jaisalmer (p186)

¨¨ Jodhpur (p176)

¨¨Bundi (p145)

¨¨Chittorgarh (p151)

Best Heritage 
Hotels

¨¨ Rambagh Palace (p119)

¨¨ Pal Haveli (p181)

¨¨ Taj Lake Palace (p161)

¨¨Bundi Vilas (p148)

¨¨ Laxmi Niwas Palace 
(p200)

When to Go

Dec–Feb 
Pleasant daytime 
temperatures, but 
can get cold at 
night. Peak tour-
ists, peak prices.

Sep–Nov, Feb & 
Mar Warm nights 
suit many visitors 
fleeing colder 
climes.

Apr–Aug April 
and June are 
hot awaiting the 
monsoon, which 
brings the rain in 
July and August.
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Rajasthan
Why Go?
It is said there is more history in Rajasthan than in the rest 
of India put together. Welcome to the Land of the Kings – a 
realm of maharajas, majestic forts and lavish palaces. India 
is littered with splendid architecture, but nowhere will you 
find fortresses quite as magnificent as those in Rajasthan, 
rising up imperiously from the landscape like fairy-tale mi-
rages or adventure movie sets.

As enchanting as they are, though, there is more to this 
most royal of regions than its architectural wonders. This 
is also a land of sand dunes and jungle, of camel trains 
and wild tigers, of glittering jewels, vivid colours and vi-
brant culture. There are enough colourful festivals here to 
fill a calendar, while the shopping and cuisine are nothing 
short of spectacular. In truth, Rajasthan just about has it 
all – it is the must-see state of India, brimming with star-
tling, thought-provoking and, ultimately, unforgettable 
attractions.
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History
Rajasthan is the ancestral home of the Raj
puts, warrior clans who claim to originate 
from the sun, moon and fire, and who have 
controlled this part of India for more than 
1000 years. While they forged marriages of 
convenience and temporary alliances, pride 
and independence were always paramount, 
and this lack of unity led to the Rajputs be-
coming vassals of the Mughal empire.

Mughal rule of Rajasthan was marked by 
rebellion, uprisings and tragedy, as whole 
cities committed jauhar (ritual mass sui-
cide) rather than submit to the Mughals. 
Nevertheless, As the Mughal empire de-
clined, the Rajputs clawed back their in-
dependence and signed treaties with the 
British allowing individual Rajput kingdoms 
to operate as independent princely states 
under the umbrella of British rule.

At Independence, Rajasthan’s many ma-
harajas were allowed to keep their titles and 
property holdings and were paid an annual 
stipend commensurate with their status to 
secure their participation in the union. How-
ever, this favourable arrangement lapsed in 
the 1970s and Rajasthan submitted fully to 
central control.

EASTERN RAJASTHAN

	Jaipur
%0141  /  POP 3.05 MILLION

Enthralling, historical Jaipur, Rajasthan’s 
capital, is the gateway to India’s most flam-
boyant state.

The city’s colourful, chaotic streets ebb 
and flow with a heady brew of old and new. 
Careering buses dodge dawdling camels, 
leisurely cycle-rickshaws frustrate swarms 
of motorbikes, and everywhere buzzing 
autorickshaws watch for easy prey. In the 
midst of this mayhem, the splendours of 
Jaipur’s majestic past are islands of relative 
calm evoking a different pace and another 
world.

At the city’s heart, the City Palace con-
tinues to house the former royal family; the 
Jantar Mantar, the royal observatory, main-
tains a heavenly aspect; and the honeycomb 
Hawa Mahal gazes on the bazaar below. And 
just out of sight, in the arid hill country sur-
rounding the city, is the fairy-tale grandeur 
of Amber Fort, Jaipur’s star attraction.

History
Jaipur is named after its founder, the great 
warrior-astronomer Jai Singh II (1688–1743), 
who came to power at age 11 after the death 
of his father, Maharaja Bishan Singh. Jai Sin-
gh could trace his lineage back to the Rajput 
clan of Kachhwahas, who consolidated their 
power in the 12th century. Their capital was 
at Amber (pronounced ‘amer’), about 11km 
northeast of present-day Jaipur, where they 
built the impressive Amber Fort.

The kingdom grew wealthier and wealth-
ier, and this, plus the need to accommodate 
the burgeoning population and a paucity of 
water at the old capital at Amber, prompted 
the maharaja in 1727 to commence work on 
a new city – Jaipur.

Northern India’s first planned city, it was 
a collaborative effort using Singh’s vision 
and the impressive expertise of his chief ar-
chitect, Vidyadhar Bhattacharya. Jai Singh’s 
grounding in the sciences is reflected in the 
precise symmetry of the new city.

In 1876 Maharaja Ram Singh had the en-
tire Old City painted pink (traditionally the 
colour of hospitality) to welcome the Prince 
of Wales (later King Edward VII). Today all 
residents of the Old City are compelled by 
law to preserve the pink facade.

1	Sights

1	 Old City (Pink City)
The Old City (often referred to as the Pink 
City) is both a marvel of 18th-century town 
planning, and a place you could spend days 
exploring – it’s the beating heart of Jaipur.

Avenues divide the Pink City into neat 
rectangles, each specialising in certain 
crafts, as ordained in the Shilpa Shastra 
(ancient Hindu texts). The main bazaars in 
the Old City include Johari Bazaar, Tripolia 
Bazaar, Bapu Bazaar and Chandpol Bazaar.

The whole is partially encircled by a cren-
ellated wall punctuated at intervals by grand 
gateways. The major gates are Chandpol (pol 
means ‘gate’), Ajmer Gate and Sanganeri Gate.

oCity Palace	 PALACE

(%0141-4088888; www.royaljaipur.in; Indian/ 
foreigner incl camera ₹130/500, guide from ₹300, 
audio guide free, Royal Grandeur tour Indian/ 
foreigner ₹2000/2500; h9.30am-5pm) A com-
plex of courtyards, gardens and buildings, 
the impressive City Palace is right in the 
centre of the Old City. The outer wall was 
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