
Best Forts & 
Palaces

¨¨ Jaisalmer (p181) 

¨¨ Jodhpur (p171) 

¨¨ Bundi (p140) 

¨¨ Chittorgarh (p145) 

¨¨ Udaipur (p149) 

Best off the 
Beaten Track

¨¨ Keoladeo Ghana National 
Park (p124) 

¨¨ Nawalgarh (p165) 

¨¨ Osian (p179) 

¨¨ Shekhawati (p165) 

¨¨ Kumbhalgarh (p159) 

When to Go

Oct Ranthamb-
hore and Sariska 
National Parks 
reopen for tiger 
safaris.

Oct & Nov Don’t 
miss the frenzy of 
Pushkar’s famous 
Camel Festival.

Mar Jaipur’s 
famous Elephant 
Festival precedes 
the typically 
boisterous Holi 
celebrations
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Rajasthan
Why Go?
It is said there is more history in Rajasthan than in the rest 
of India put together. Welcome to the Land of the Kings – a 
fabled realm of maharajas, majestic forts and lavish palaces. 
India is littered with splendid ruined bastions, but nowhere 
will you find fortresses quite as magnificent as those in Ra-
jasthan, rising up imperiously from the desert landscape 
like fairy-tale mirages from a bygone era.

As enchanting as they are, though, there is more to this 
most royal of regions than its architectural wonders. This 
is also a land of sand dunes and jungle, of camel trains and 
wild tigers, of glittering jewels, vivid colours and vibrant 
culture. There are enough festivals here to fill a calendar 
(and an artist’s palette), while the shopping and cuisine are 
nothing short of spectacular. In truth, Rajasthan just about 
has it all – it is the must-see state of this must-see country, 
brimming with startling, thought-provoking and, ultimately, 
unforgettable attractions.

Includes 
Jaipur. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              103
Bharatpur & Keoladeo 
Ghana National Park. .   124
Pushkar. . . . . . . . . . . .             133
Chittorgarh (Chittor). .   145
Udaipur . . . . . . . . . . . .            148
Mt Abu. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             161
Northern Rajasthan 
(Shekhawati). . . . . . . .         165
Jodhpur. . . . . . . . . . . .             170
Jaisalmer. . . . . . . . . . .           180
Bikaner. . . . . . . . . . . . .             190
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History
Rajasthan is home to the Rajputs, warrior 
clans who claim to originate from the sun, 
moon and fire, and who have controlled 
this part of India for more than 1000 years. 
While they forged marriages of convenience 
and temporary alliances, pride and inde-
pendence were always paramount; conse-
quently,much of their energy was spent 
squabbling among themselves. The result-
ant weakness eventually led to the Rajputs 
becoming vassals of the Mughal empire.

Nevertheless, the Rajputs’ bravery and 
sense of honour were unparalleled. Rajput 
warriors would fight against all odds and, 
when no hope was left, chivalry demand-
ed jauhar (ritual mass suicide). The men 
donned saffron robes and rode out to face 
the enemy (and certain death), while the 
women and children perished in the flames 
of a funeral pyre. It’s not surprising that 
Mughal emperors had such difficulty con-
trolling this part of their empire.

With the Mughal empire declining, the 
Rajputs gradually clawed back independ-
ence – at least until the British arrived. As 
the British Raj inexorably expanded, most 
Rajput states allied with the British, which 
allowed them to continue as independent 
states, subject to certain political and eco-
nomic constraints.

These alliances proved to be the begin-
ning of the end for the Rajput rulers. Con-
sumption took over from chivalry so that, by 
the early 20th century, many of the mahara-
jas spent much of their time travelling the 
world with scores of retainers, playing polo 
and occupying entire floors of expensive 
hotels. While it suited the British to indulge 
them, the maharajas’ profligacy was eco-
nomically and socially detrimental. When 
India gained its independence, Rajasthan 
had one of the subcontinent’s lowest rates of 
life expectancy and literacy.

At Independence, India’s ruling Congress 
Party was forced to make a deal with the 
nominally independent Rajput states to se-
cure their agreement to join the new India. 
The rulers were allowed to keep their titles 
and their property holdings, and they were 
paid an annual stipend commensurate with 
their status. It couldn’t last forever, though, 
and in the early 1970s Indira Gandhi abol-
ished the titles and the stipends, and severe-
ly sequestered rulers’ property rights.

In their absence Rajasthan has made 
some headway, but the state remains poor. 
The strength of tradition means that women 
have a particularly tough time in rural areas. 
Literacy stood at 67% in 2011 (males 81%, fe-
males 53% – a massive rise from 18% in 1961 
and 39% in 1991), the third-lowest in India, 
while the gender gap remains India’s widest.

EASTERN RAJASTHAN
	Jaipur
%0141  /  POP 3.07 MILLION  /  AREA 65 SQ KM

Jaipur, Rajasthan’s capital, is an enthralling 
historical city and the gateway to India’s 
most flamboyant state.

The city’s colourful, chaotic streets ebb 
and flow with a heady brew of old and new. 
Careering buses dodge dawdling camels, 
leisurely cycle-rickshaws frustrate swarms 
of motorbikes, and everywhere buzzing au-
torickshaws watch for easy prey. In the midst 
of this mayhem, the splendours of Jaipur’s 
majestic past are islands of relative calm, 
evoking a different pace and another world. 
At the city’s heart, the City Palace continues 
to house the former royal family; the Jantar 
Mantar (the royal observatory) maintains a 
heavenly aspect; and the honeycomb Hawa 
Mahal gazes on the bazaar below. And just 
out of sight, in the arid hill country sur-
rounding the city, is the fairy-tale grandeur 
of Amber Fort, Jaipur’s star attraction.

History
Jaipur is named after its founder, the great 
warrior-astronomer Jai Singh II (1688–
1744), who came to power at age 11 after the 
death of his father, Maharaja Bishan Singh. 
Jai Singh could trace his lineage back to the 
Rajput clan of Kachhwahas, who consoli-
dated their power in the 12th century. Their 
capital was at Amber (pronounced ‘am-er’), 
about 11km northeast of present-day Jaipur, 
where they built the impressive Amber Fort.

SLEEPING PRICE RANGES

Prices refer to the cost of a double 
room, including private bathroom, un-
less otherwise noted.

$ <₹1000

$$ ₹1000–5000

$$$ >₹5000
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