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A Populated Desert
Covering an area 342,236 sq km, Rajasthan represents roughly 10% of
the Indian landmass. Much of it embraces the vast Thar Desert, which is
populated with rural villages, trade-route towns and burgeoning cities of
princely states.
The desert supports life because of the monsoon rains that percolate
through the sands into the water table to be tapped throughout the year
» Population at the ubiquitous wells scattered across the country. In recent years,
Rajasthan: 68.1 gy jiasthans life-givi has b less and 1 dictabl
million jasthan’s life-giving monsoon has become less and less predictable,
. however, and the scarcity of rain and rapid drop in the water table has
» Population Y e 1s . .
Delhi- 12.6 affected people’s livelihoods as well as the greater environment. Chronic
million droughts have accelerated migration from the parched agricultural lands
» Population to the already overburdened cities. For those who remain on the land, it
Agra: 1.7 million has become a battle for survival. No wonder then, that there were tears of
» Rajasthan joy as the waters from the Sardar Sarovar dam, part of the controversial
Population Narmada River Project in Gujarat, finally trickled into deserts around
Growth Rate: Barmer and Jalore in 2008. Bringing drinking and irrigation water to
2.1% millions of people affected by drought was a political triumph, but the ul-
» National GDP timate financial, social and environmental costs have yet to be counted.
growth rate:
8.3% Tourism State & Hi-Tech City
» Life expect- Around 40% of all visitors to India come to Rajasthan, bringing in for-
ancy (women/ eign revenue and providing much needed employment throughout the
men): 68/65 . . N . . . X
years states. Totlmsm is the most 1mp0rt_ant 1ndust_ry in Rajasth?m, .ﬁ}ndlng the
conservation of Rajasthan’s magnificent heritage and revitalising the re-
gion’s splendid arts and crafts. The surge in tourism has provided many
locals from all walks of life with alternative and promising career op-
tions. A large number of young Rajasthanis now earn a living by working
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