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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired — they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London,
Melbourne, Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share
Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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of Jebel Toubkal in Morocco, Mount Kinabalu in Borneo, the Old Man of Hoy in Scotland's Orkney
Islands and the Northwest Face of Half Dome in California’s Yosemite Valley.

Like most Lonely Planet authors, Neil fell into the guidebook-writing business by accident.
Having fled the rat race of the oil industry soon after graduating as a geologist, he returned to
university to do postgraduate research. But academia turned out to be just as dull as industry, so
like any sane person he gave it all up to be a penniless writer. The penniless bit was easy. On the
writing side, he began by producing articles for a Scottish magazine, but was soon off to photo-
graph Corfu for a guidebook. Since then Neil has written and photographed dozens of guidebooks
for several publishers.
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