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Apple Museum 75
aquariums

Moravian Museum 229
Mořský Svět 100
Výstaviště 99

Archbishop’s Chateau 255
architecture 87, 249, 278-81

art nouveau 279-80
baroque 279
communist 281
cubist 280-1 
Dancing House 86
functionalist 281
Gothic 278 
Hotel International 101
Lucerna Palace 81
National Theatre 83
neoclassical 279
Renaissance 279
Romanesque 278 
Rotunda of St  

Longinus 87
Vila Tugendhat 230
Zlín 249

area codes 295
art galleries, see museums 

and galleries
Art Gallery for Children 26
arts 273-7, see also  

literature, music 
Astronomical Clock 68-9, 68

B
Barborská 179

Baťa, Tomáš 249
beer 12, 19-20, 145,  

286-8, 12, 17
books 287

Bethlehem Chapel 76
Bezručovy sady 251
Black Tower 185
Blansko 232
boat travel 300-1
Bohemia 30, 173-224, 178, 

190-1
accommodation 173
climate 173
food 173
highlights 174-8
itineraries 182
travel seasons 173

bone churches, see 
ossuaries

books 258, 282-4, 287
border crossings 298
breweries 286

Budweiser Budvar Brew-
ery 185, 287

Chodovar Brewery 222
Pilsner Urquell Brewery 

(Plzeň) 207, 287, 191
Regent Brewery 199-200
Staropramen Brewery 

111, 287
Štramberk Municipal 

Brewery 254
Brownnosers  

(David Černý statue) 276
Brno 227-34, 228

accommodation 230-1
drinking 233
entertainment 233-4
food 231-3
nightlife 233
sights 227-30
travel to/from 234

Brno Observatory  
& Planetarium 230

Budvar (Budweiser) brew-
ery, České Budějovice 
185, 287

bus travel 298, 301, 302
business hours 294

C
Cabbage Market 227-9
camping 290
Capuchin Monastery 229
car travel 298-9, 301-2

hire 302
Castle Spa 215 
castles & chateaux 19

Archbishop’s Chateau 255
Český Krumlov  

State Castle 10, 194, 10
Hluboka Chateau 189, 

190
Hrad Loket 218
Karlštejn Castle 11, 174-5, 

11, 174
Konopiště Chateau 176-7, 

176
Lednice Chateau  

244-6, 20
Mikulov Chateau 240
Prague Castle 9, 18, 36, 

40, 9, 36 39, 138
Špilberk Castle 227
Telč Chateau 235, 242
Třeboň Chateau 198-9
Troja Chateau 101
Valtice Chateau 244-6
Znojmo Castle 246

cathedrals, see churches & 
cathedrals

caves 232, 226
caving 232
cell phones 295
cemeteries

Capuchin Monastery 229
Jewish Cemetery  

(Mikulov) 238-9
Jewish Cemetery (Třebíč) 

237
National Cemetery 183
New Jewish Cemetery 

91-2
Old Jewish Cemetery 67, 71

Olšany Cemetery 72, 91
Vyšehrad Cemetery 101

Černín Palace 49
Černý, David 18, 59, 71, 

143, 276 
installations 91, 101, 208
MeetFactory 162
sculptures 58, 60, 73, 77, 

81, 83
České Budějovice 185-92, 

186
accommodation 187
drinking & nightlife 188-9
entertainment 192
food 188
sights 185-7
travel to/from 192

Český Krumlov 10, 192-8, 
193, 10, 190

accommodation 195-6
activities 195
drinking 197
entertainment 197-8
food 196-7
nightlife 197
shopping 198
sights 192-5
travel to/from 198

Český Krumlov  
State Castle 194 

Charles Bridge 9, 54-5, 8-9, 
54-5, 136

Charles Square 86-7 
chateaux, see castles & 

chateaux
children, travel with 25-6, 

230
churches & cathedrals

Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary 245

Bethlehem Chapel 76 
Cathedral of St Barbara 

179
Cathedral of Sts Peter & 

Paul 227, 229
Chapel of St Jan  

Sarkander 249
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churches & cathedrals 
continued 

Church of Mary  
Magdalene 214

Church of Our Lady 
Before Týn 61

Church of Our Lady of 
the Snows 82

Church of Our Lord’s 
Transfiguration on Mt 
Tábor 203

Church of St James 70, 
229, 235

Church of St Nicholas 
247, 139

Church of St Sebastian 
240

Church of St Vitus 195
Church of Sts Peter & 

Paul 214
Church of the Ascension 

of the Cross 217
Church of the  

Assumption of the 
Virgin Mary 219-20

Church of the Holy 
Spirit 235

Church of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Our 
Lord 89

Church of the  
Virgin Mary & St Giles 
200

Holy Hill 240
Loreta 47
Rotunda of Our Lady  

& St Catherine 246-7
Sedlec Ossuary 179, 10
St Bartholomew Church 

207
St Michael’s Church 249
St Moritz Cathedral 

248-9
St Nicholas Church 

52-3, 139
St Procopius’ Basilica 

237
St Vitus Cathedral 42-3, 

2, 42
St Vladimír Church 221
St Wenceslas  

Cathedral 251
cinemas 159
climate 14, 14, see also  

individual regions
climate change 297
Colloredo-Mansfeld 

Palace 71

colonnades 214, 219, see 
also springs

consulates 292
Crematorium (Terezín) 184
Cubist Lamp Post 82
customs regulations 292
cycling 103, 171, 240, 300
Czech language 304-9 

see also language

D
Daliborka 46-7
Dancing House 86
dangers, see safety

hitching 302
desserts 27, 27
Diana Funicular Railway 211
Diana Lookout Tower 211
disabilities,  

travellers with 296
Divoká Šárka 109
dogs 271
Dolní náměstí 249
DOX Centre for  

Contemporary Art 96
drinking 286-8, see also 

individual locations
language 305-7, 307

drinks
beer 286-8
wine 240, 241, 245

E
economy 258-9
electricity 292
embassies 292
emergencies

language 307
Estates Theatre 75
etiquette 17, 170 
events see festivals & 

events

F
festivals & events 21-2

Burning of the Witches 
(Pálení čarodějnic) 21

Český Krumlov  
International Music 
Festival 22

Dvořák Prague  
International Music 
Festival 22

Febiofest 21
Festival of Songs, 

Olomouc 22 
International Music 

Festival 197

Karlovy Vary  
International Film 
Festival 216

Masopust 21, 2
Prague Fringe Festival 22 
Prague Spring 22, 108 
Prázdniny v Telči Folk 

Music Festival 235
Three Kings’ Day 21
Znojmo Wine Festival 

247
film 159, 258, 284-5
fish ponds 200
food 19, 27-9, 27, 29

fish 200
language 305-7
oplatky 215

football 116
Forman, Miloš 284-5
fountains

Caesar Fountain 248
Hercules Fountain 248
Křižík’s Fountain 99 
Orion Fountain 248 
Parnassus Fountain 228
Singing Fountain 219

Františkovy Lázně 217
Franz Kafka Monument 72
funicular railways 

Petřín Funicular Railway 
61

G
galleries, see  

museums & galleries
gardens, see parks & 

gardens 
gay travellers 272, 292
Goat Hill 239-40
Graphite Mine 194

H
Hašek, Jaroslav 284
Havel, Václav 71, 83, 259, 

268
health 293
Heydrich, Reinhard 82, 86, 

94, 258, 265, 285
hiking 101-2, 240

Karlovy Vary 211
Mariánské Lázně 223

historic buildings
Colonnade 219
Estates Theatre  

(Prague) 75
Italian Court 180
Klementinum (Prague) 

75
Mirror Maze 62

Municipal House 
(Prague) 72

New Town Hall (Prague) 
87

Strahov Library 47
historic sites

Crematorium 184
Main Fortress 184

history 260-8
books 266
Celts 260
communism 267-8
Czech independence 

265-6
Czech revival 265
Czechoslovakia, breakup 

of 268
Habsburg era 263-5
Holy Roman Empire 262
Hussite Wars 262-3
Moravian Empire 261-2
Nazi occupation 266-7
Slavs 260
Velvet Revolution 268
WWI 265-6
WWII 266-7

hitching 302
Hluboká Chateau 189, 190
Hluboká nad Vltavou 189
Hodějov Pond 201
Holy Trinity Column 248, 

243
hostels 290
Hotel International 101
Hotel Jalta Nuclear 

Bunker 81
hotels 291
Hrabal, Bohumil 282-3
Hrad Loket 218
Hus, Jan 204
Hussites, the 203, 204

I 
ice hockey 116, 270
insurance 293
internet access 293
internet resources 291
Italian Court 180
itineraries 23-4, 23, 24

J
Jan Palach Memorial 81
Jan Palach Square 72 
Jan Žižka Statue 91
Jewish cemeteries 91, 94, 

237, 238-9
Jewish history 20, 86, 264
Jindřišská Tower 85-6

Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000
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﻿
Josefov 71-2 
John Lennon Wall 59, 137
Jubilee Synagogue 86

K
Kafka, Franz 41, 282-4, 

264, 276, 285
grave of 91, 
monuments 72, 
museums 58, 
sculptures of 83,

Kampa 59
Karlštejn Castle 10, 174-5, 

11, 190-1
Karlovy Vary 13, 211-19, 

212-13, 13
accommodation 215-16
activities 215
drinking 217-18
entertainment 218-19
food 216-17
nightlife 217-8
sights 211-15
travel to/from 219

Karlštejn Castle 11, 174-5, 
11, 174

K (David Černý  
Sculpture) 83

Kateřinská Cave 232
Kinský Palace 70
Klec 201
Klementinum 75-6
Konopiště Chateau 176-7, 

176
Křižík’s Fountain 99-100
Klášterní pivovar Strahov 

142, 17
Kroměříž 254-6
Kun (David Černý statue) 

276
Kundera, Milan 282-3, 282
Kutná Hora 11, 179-81, 

180, 11

L
language 17, 304-9, 305-9
Lednice Chateau 244-6, 20
legal matters 293
Lego Museum 26
lesbian travellers 292
Lesser Fortress (Terezín) 

182-3
literature see also books 

282-4
Lobkowicz Palace 45-6
Loket 218
Loreta 47 
Lucerna Palace 81

M
Main Fortress (Terezín) 184
Malostranské Náměstí 53 
Maltese Square 60 
Marian Plague Column 249
Mariánské Lázně 219-24, 

220
accommodation 222-3
activities 221
drinking 223-4
entertainment 224
food 223-4
sights 219-21
travel to/from 224

Masaryk, Tomáš 265-6
measures 291
Mělník Chateau 183
Memorial to the Victims of 

Communism 61
Mikulov 238-44, 239

accommodation 240-1
drinking 241-4
food 241-4
sights 238-40
travel to/from 244

Mikulov Chateau 240
Miminka  

(David Černý art) 276
Mirror Maze 61
mobile phones 295
money 17, 292, 293-4
Moravia 30, 225-56, 226, 

242-3
accommodation 225
climate 225
food 225
highlights 226
itineraries 231
travel seasons 225

Mořský Svět 100
motorcycle travel 298-9, 

301-2
Municipal House 72
museums & galleries 19, 26

Archbishop’s Palace 251
Archdiocesan Museum 

250-1
Art Gallery for Children 

26, 70-1
Bechyně Gate & Kotnov 

Tower 203
Bílek Villa 48
Brewery Museum 207
Castle Museum & Tower 

(Český Krumlov) 194
Charles Bridge  

Museum 76
Chemistry Gallery 96
City Museum 217

Convent of St Agnes 71
Czech Museum of Music 

59-60
Czech Silver Museum 

179
DEPO2015 208
Dox Centre for  

Contemporary Art 96
Dvořák Museum 87
Dvorak Sec  

Contemporary 71
Egon Schiele Art  

Centrum 194
Franz Kafka Museum 58
Fryderyk Chopin  

Memorial Museum 221
Futura Gallery 101
Gallery of Central 

Bohemia 179
Ghetto Museum 184
House at the Stone 

Bell 70
Hussite Museum 203
Jan Becher Museum 215
Kampa Museum 59
Karel Zeman Museum 53
Karlovy Vary Museum 

215
KGB Museum 60
Kinský Palace 65
Kroměříž Museum 255
Lapidárium 100
Lego Museum 26, 77
Leica Gallery 81
Mánes Gallery 86
Marionette Museum 194
Mendel Museum 230
Miniature Museum 48
Moravian Museum 229
Moser Glass Museum 

214-15
Mucha Museum 81
Municipal Museum 220-1
Musaion 61
Museum Fotoateliér 

Seidel 194
Museum Montanelli 56
Museum of Communism 

82
Museum of Czech 

Cubism 75
Museum of Decorative 

Arts 71
Museum of Modern Art 

249-50
Museum of Public 

Transport 100-1
Museum of Romani 

Culture 230
Museum of South 

Bohemia 185, 187

Museum of the Infant 
Jesus of Prague 59

Náprstek Museum 77
National Memorial to 

the Heroes of the 
Heydrich Terror 86

National Monument 90-1
National Museum 77, 80
National Museum New 

Building 80-1
National Technical 

Museum 94
Patton Memorial Pilsen 

207
Prague City Museum 

83-4
Prague Jewish Museum 

13, 66-7, 13, 66
Puppet Museum 207
Regional History 

Museum 250
Regional Museum 194
Salm Palace 49
Schwarzenberg  

Palace 49
Smetana Museum 76
South Bohemian Aleš 

Gallery 189
South Bohemian  

Motorcycle Museum 
185

St George Museum 176
Strahov Picture Gallery 

47
Techmania Science 

Centre 208
Terezín Museum 184
Václav Havel Library 71
Veletržní Palác 11, 94, 11

music 162, 273-5
classical music 273-4
jazz 274
rock 274-5 
pop 274-5

N
Na Kopečku 201
Na Příkopě 81-2
Náměstí Přemysla 

Otakara II  
(České Budějovice) 185

Náměstí Republiky 249-50
Národní Třída 82-3
National Theatre 83
Nerudova 53-4
New Jewish Cemetery 

91, 94
New Town Hall 87
Nový Svět Quarter 48



314

IN
D

EX ﻿O
-T﻿

O
Ohřě River 218
Old Town Hall (Prague) 

68-9, 68
Old Town Hall (Brno) 227
Old Town Square 10, 5, 10
Olomouc 12, 248-54,  

250-1, 12, 243
accommodation 252
drinking 253
entertainment 253
food 252-3
nightlife 253
sights 248-52

Olšany Cemetery 91
opening hours 294
oplatky 215
ossuaries

Brno 229-30 
Sedlec Ossuary 10, 

179, 10

P
painting 276-7
palaces, see also castle & 

chateaux 
Rosenburg Palace 46

Pařížská 72
parks & gardens

Charles University 
Botanical Garden 88

Children’s Island 60
Divoká Šárka 109
Franciscan Garden 81
Letná Gardens 94, 96
Palace Gardens Beneath 

Prague Castle 56
Riegrovy Sady 88-9
Stromovka 98
Vojan Gardens 58
Wallenstein Garden 56

Parnassus Fountain 228
pensions 291
Petřín 60-1
phonecards 295
photography 277
Pilsner Urquell Brewery 

(Plzeň) 207, 287, 191
planning

accommodation 16
budgeting 15
calendar of events 21-2
children, travel with 25-6
clothing 16

Czech Republic basics 
14-15

Czech Republic’s regions 
30

first-time visitors 16-17
food 27-9
internet resources 15
itineraries 23-4
Prague’s neighbour-

hoods 34
repeat visitors 18

Plzeň 205-11, 206
accommodation 208-9
drinking 210
entertainment 210
food 209
nightlife 210
sights 207-8
travel to/from 210-11

politics 258-9, 272
population 259, 269
post 170, 294
Powder Gate 75
Prague 9, 10, 30, 32-172, 

34, 5, 8-9, 10, 33, 
34, 138

accommodation 32
Bubeneč 98-101, 120-1, 

155-6, 168-9, 98-9
climate 32
Dejvice 98-101, 120-1, 

155-6, 168-9, 98-9 
drinking 142-57

entertainment 157-63
events 108-9
festivals & events 108-9
food 32, 121-42
highlights 33-8, 36-41, 

42-3, 66, 68-9, 104-5
Holešovice 94-7, 119-20, 

134-5, 153-5, 161-2, 
168 96-7

Hradčany 44-5, 109, 111, 
122, 142-3, 163, 44-5

internet resources 169
itineraries 23, 23
Josefov 71-2
Karlín 18, 89-94, 118-19, 

133-5, 152-3, 162, 168, 
92-3 

Malá Strana 52-61, 111-
12, 122-3, 143-4, 163, 
50-1, 57

Nové Město 77-88, 
114-15, 128-30, 159-61, 
147-9, 166-7, 78-9, 
84-5

nightlife 142-57
Prague Castle area 163
shopping 163-9

sights 36-41, 42-3, 
44-101

sleeping 109-21
Smíchov 101-3, 121, 

141-2, 156-7, 162, 169, 
102, 106 

Staré Město 61-77, 112-
14, 125-8, 144-7, 157-9, 
163-5, 62-3

tourist information 170-1
tours 103, 106-108
transport 171
travel seasons 32
travel to/from 297-300
Vinohrady 88-9, 115-18, 

130-3, 149-51, 161, 
167-8, 88-9

Vršovice 88-9, 115-18, 
130-3, 149-51, 161, 
167-8, 88-9 

Vyšehrad 101-3, 121, 
141-2, 156-7, 162, 169, 
102, 106 

walks 57, 74, 95, 110, 123
Žižkov 89-94, 118-19, 

133-5, 152-3, 162, 168, 
92-3

Prague Castle 9, 18, 36, 
40, 9, 36, 39, 38

Prague Jewish Museum 13, 
66-7, 13, 66

Prague Planetarium 100
Prague Zoo 97
Proudy (David Černý 

Sculpture) 58
public holidays 295
Punica Cave 232 
puppets 26, 161, 162, 163, 

164, 138
museums 194, 207
National Marionette 

Theatre 158

Q
Quo Vadis (David Černý 

Sculpture) 60

R
radio 291
religion 259, 269-70
road rules 301
Roma people 271-2
Rosenberg Palace 46
Rotunda of St Longinus 87-8
Royal Way 58
Rudolfinum 72
running 103

S
safety 302

Schwarzenberg Mausoleum 
199

sculpture 277
Sedlec Ossuary 10, 179, 10
shopping

language 307
Singing Fountain 219
Smítka 201
smoking 291
Špilberk Castle 227 
springs

Hot Spring Colonnade 211
Mill Colonnade 211
Park Colonnade 213

squares
Charles Square (Prague) 

86-7
Dolní náměstí (Olomouc) 

249
Horní náměstí  

(Olomouc) 248
Jan Palach Square 

(Prague) 72
Malostranské Náměstí 

(Prague) 53
Maltese Square (Prague) 

60
náměstí Zachariáše z 

Hradce (Telč) 235
Žižkovo Náměstí (Tábor) 

202
Staropramen Brewery 

111, 287
Strahov Library 47
Strahov Monastery 47
Štramberk 254
streets

Na Příkopě 81
Národní Třída 82-3
Nerudova 53
Pařížská 72

St Nicholas Church 52-3, 
139

St Vitus Cathedral 42-3, 
2, 42

St Vitus Treasury 9
Šternberg Palace 48 

synagogues
Great Synagogue 207
High Synagogue 240
Rear (New) Synagogue 

237
Synagogue (Český 

Krumlov) 195

T
Tábor 201-5, 202
taxis 302
Telč 12, 235-7, 236, 12, 

242
Map Pages 000
Photo Pages 000
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Telč Chateau 235, 242 
telephone services 295
tennis 270
Terezín 182-5
time 295

language 307-8
tipping 17, 291
toilets 295
tourist information 295-6
town halls

New Town Hall (Prague) 
87

Old Town Hall (Brno) 227
Old Town Hall (Prague) 

(68-9), 68
Town Hall (Olomouc) 

249
Toy Museum 46
train travel 299-300, 302-3
tram travel 302, 136
transport 

language 308

travel to/from Czech 
Republic 297-300

travel within Czech  
Republic 300-3

Třebíč 237-8
Třeboň 198-201, 199
Třeboň Chateau 198-9
Třeboňsko Protected 

Landscape 201
Troja Chateau 101 
tunnels

Cabbage Market 229
Underground Passages 

202-3
Underground Plzeň 207
Znojmo Underground 

246
TV 291
TV Tower 91
Týn Courtyard 64-5

V
vacations 295
Václavské náměstí 250-1
Valtice Chateau 244-6
Valtice-Lednice 244-6
Veletržní Palác 11, 94, 11
Velvet Revolution 268
Veselí nad Lužnicí 201
viewpoints

Petřín Lookout Tower 61 
vineyards 86

visas 296
Viselec (David Černý 

Sculpture) 77
visual arts 275-7
Vltava River 195
volunteering 296
Vyšehrad Cemetery 101
Vyšehrad Citadel 104-5, 

104
Vyšehrad 106
Výstaviště 99

W
walks 57, 74, 95, 110, 123
Wallenstein Palace 56
weather 14, 14, see also  

individual regions
weights 291
Wenceslas Square 77, 

136-7
wine 19, 183, 240, 241, 245

Z
Žižka, Jan 203
Žižkovo Náměstí 202
Zlín 249
Znojmo 246-8
Znojmo Castle 246 
zoos

City Zoological Garden 
230

Zoo Plzeň 208
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Send your ‘Lonely Planet in the Wild’ photos to social@lonelyplanet.com 
We share the best on our Facebook page every week!
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Walking Tour detour
Walking Tour

Path/Walking Trail

Bank
Embassy/Consulate
Hospital/Medical
Internet
Police
Post Office
Telephone
Toilet
Tourist Information
Other Information

Airport
Border crossing
Bus

Cycling
Ferry

U-Bahn/Underground station

Monorail
Parking

Metro station

Petrol station
S-Bahn/Subway station
Taxi

Train station/Railway
Tram

Other Transport

Lighthouse
Hut/Shelter

Beach

Lookout
Mountain/Volcano
Oasis
Park
Pass
Picnic Area
Waterfall

River, Creek
Intermittent River

Swamp/Mangrove

Reef

Canal

Water

Dry/Salt/Intermittent Lake

Glacier

Beach/Desert

Airport/Runway

Cemetery (Christian)

Cemetery (Other)

Park/Forest

Mudflat

Sportsground

Sight (Building)

International

Disputed
Regional/Suburb
Marine Park
Cliff
Wall

Capital (National)
Capital (State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

State/Province

Lane
Tertiary

Tollway
Freeway
Primary

Steps
Plaza/Mall

Pedestrian overpass

Secondary

Unsealed road
Road under construction

Tunnel

Cable car/Funicular

Beach
Bird Sanctuary
Buddhist
Castle/Palace
Christian
Confucian
Hindu
Islamic
Jain
Jewish
Monument
Museum/Gallery/Historic Building
Ruin

Sento Hot Baths/Onsen

Shinto
Sikh
Taoist
Winery/Vineyard
Zoo/Wildlife Sanctuary
Other Sight

Diving
Bodysurfing

Sleeping

Eating

Entertainment

Shopping

Drinking & Nightlife
Cafe

Camping

Canoeing/Kayaking
Course/Tour

Skiing
Snorkelling
Surfing
Swimming/Pool
Walking
Windsurfing
Other Activity

Tube station

T-bane/Tunnelbana station

Gate

Information Routes

Boundaries

Hydrography

Areas
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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, 
Melbourne, Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share 
Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reasona-
ble care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about the 
accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maximum 
extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

OUR WRITERS
Mark Baker
Curator, Prague, Moravia Mark is a freelance travel writer with a penchant for 
offbeat stories and forgotten places. He’s originally from the United States, but 
now makes his home in the Czech capital, Prague.

He writes mainly travel guides on Eastern and Central Europe for Lonely Plan-
et as well as several other leading travel publishers, but finds real satisfaction 
in digging up stories in places that are too remote or too quirky for the guides. 

He also contributes to publications like the Wall Street Journal and National Geographic Traveler. 
Prior to becoming an author, he worked as a journalist for the Economist, Bloomberg News and 
Radio Free Europe, among other organisations.

When he’s not travelling, these days he’s teaching Central European history and journalism 
at Anglo-American University in Prague or out riding his bike. He has a master’s degree in Inter-
national Affairs from Columbia University in New York.

Neil Wilson
Prague, Bohemia Neil was born in Scotland and has lived there most of his life. 
Based in Perthshire, he has been a full-time writer since 1988, working on more 
than 80 guidebooks for various publishers, including the Lonely Planet guides to 
Scotland, England, Ireland and Prague. An outdoors enthusiast since childhood, 
Neil is an active hill-walker, mountain-biker, sailor, snowboarder, fly-fisher and 
rock-climber, and has climbed and tramped in four continents, including ascents 

of Jebel Toubkal in Morocco, Mount Kinabalu in Borneo, the Old Man of Hoy in Scotland’s Orkney 
Islands and the Northwest Face of Half Dome in California’s Yosemite Valley.

Like most Lonely Planet authors, Neil fell into the guidebook-writing business by accident. 
Having fled the rat race of the oil industry soon after graduating as a geologist, he returned to 
university to do postgraduate research. But academia turned out to be just as dull as industry, so 
like any sane person he gave it all up to be a penniless writer. The penniless bit was easy. On the 
writing side, he began by producing articles for a Scottish magazine, but was soon off to photo-
graph Corfu for a guidebook. Since then Neil has written and photographed dozens of guidebooks 
for several publishers.
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