©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

A\
londly pinet

Prague
& the Czech Republic

«All you’ve got to do is decide to go
and the hardest partis over.

So go!”

TONY WHEELER, COFOUNDER - LONELY PLANET

THIS EDITION WRITTEN AND RESEARCHED BY
Neil Wilson
Mark Baker




Contents

Plan Your Trip 4

Welcome to Top Itineraries ............... ZORE ot g e ——— 35
Prague & the Czech q A . .
REPUDIIC oo 4 If You Like ..o 22 Drmklnf-; & Nightlife ...39
Prague & the Czech Month by Month ....24 Entertainment............ 43
Republic’'s Top 10 ............ 6 WithKids.....ooooeoirinnn. 27 Shopping.....ccccesersanssa 47
What's New.......ccooeuenie. 13 Likealocal....cccoeinene 29 Architecture............... 50
Need to Know ................. 14 ForFree ..o 31
First Time Prague Tours ................. 32
Getting Around Czech Republic
by BiKe ..o 34
Explore Prague 60
Neighbourhoods at Nové Mésto................... 120 Smichov & VySehrad...170
aGlance........ccceeemeu.ee. 62 Vinoh_rady & Day Trips from
Prague Castle & ViiSevicel...... L 135 Prague...ccoeeseeessenaes 180
Hrad&any ......ccccceveveuenee. 64 3. .
s Csatny Zizkov & Karli........... 145 Sleeping ewmwwrereren 190
ala Strana Loy
Staré Mésto HoleSovice ..........co....... 154 Best of Bohemia....... 201
R R e Best of Moravia........ 239
Prague & the Czech Czech Life...ccooovveeinnn. 281 The Czech Republic
Republic Today............ 270 The Arts in on Page & Screen........ 289
History....ccooovveeeiennn. 272 Prague & the A Nation of Beer
Czech Repubilic........... 284 LOVerS...cooioiiiieene, 292
Survival Guide 295
Transport ......cccccoeueee. 296 Language................... 309
Directory A—Z ............. 302 INdeX..oovoirieiieiiiiai 317

Prague Maps 325



2
=
Z
=
&
o
3
2
m
T
o
2
i}
3
2
S
s
3
2
5
®

(left) Art nouveau
sculpture, Municipal
House (p108)

(above) Charles Bridge
(p83) at dawn

(right) St John of
Nepomuk statue (p85),
Charles Bridge
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Top Itineraries

Day One

Prague Castle & Hrad¢any (p64)
sse.  Wander through Prague Castle’s
0 courtyards before the main sights
open, then spend the morning visiting St
Vitus Cathedral, the Old Royal Palace
and the Lobkowicz Palace; try and time
things to catch the changing of the guard
at noon.

\@ Lunch Lobkowicz Palace Café (p80)
V4 serves good food with a view.
Mala Strana (p81)
Descend from the castle to Mala
Strana along Nerudova street,
and stop to admire the baroque beauty of
St Nicholas Church. From here, head to
the Wallenstein Garden for some peace
and quiet, then exit on the far side and fol-
low the backstreets south to Kampa. If
it’s sunny, hang out in the park, and grab a
drink at Mlynska Kavarna, or pay a visit

to the Kampa Museum. As day fades, stroll
across Charles Bridge in the evening light.

\@ Dinner Elegantes (p93) is a sophis-
V4 ticated place for a special dinner.

Mala Strana (p81)
N Mala Strana is full of buzzy bars -
* U Malého Glena is a classic Prague

bar and jazz club, with live music every
night.

Day Two

Staré Mésto (p95)

s, Start the day in the Old Town

E Square; after watching the Astro-
nomical Clock do its thing, climb to the
top of the Old Town Hall Tower for a great
view of the square. Head along Celetna to
the Municipal House and have a coffee
while you admire the art nouveau decor. Buy
a ticket for a concert; if you have time before
lunch, take a guided tour.

\@ Lunch Try Lokal (p111) for an au-
V4 thentically Czech lunch, and great beer.

Staré Mésto (p95)

Dedicate the afternoon to visiting the

half-dozen monuments that comprise
the Prague Jewish Museum,; if you don’t
have the time or energy for all of them, con-
centrate on the Old-New Synagogue, the
0ld Jewish Cemetery and the Spanish
Synagogue.

X

Staré Mésto (p95)

N Attend a concert in the Municipal

* House’s Smetana Hall or the Kle-
mentinum’s Chapel of Mirrors, or spend a
night at the opera at the Estates Theatre.
Afterwards, explore Old Town cocktail joints
such as Hemingway Bar and Cili Bar.

Dinner Kalina (p113) is good for
French food and wine.



Day Three

Nové Mésto (p120)

s, Explore the passages and arcades
0 around Wenceslas Square, and
(if time and inclination allow) take in the
historical and artistic treasures of the
National Museum, the Prague City
Museum and the Mucha Museum.

& Lunch Le Patio (p131) is a favourite
’ local lunch spot.

Smichov & Vysehrad (p170)

In the afternoon, take a metro

ride out to VySehrad and explore
Prague’s other castle, the Vy$ehrad Cita-
del, with its gorgeous views along the
Vltava. Don’t miss the impressive tombs of
composers Dvorak and Smetana and other
famous Czechs in the Vy$ehrad Cem-

X

etery. Walk back to the city centre along
the embankment.

Dinner Head to Sansho (p131) for a
memorable meal (book in advance).

Nové Mésto (p120)

N The New Town is home to the city’s
* most prestigious classical-music
venues - try to catch a performance at the
National Theatre (ballet), the Prague
State Opera or the Dvorak Museum
(concerts of Dvorak’s music).

21

Day Four

HoleSovice (p154)

sse,  Time to escape the city for a while:
0: take a boat trip to the rural suburb
of Troja (or hire a bike and ride there) and
visit Prague Zoo. Walk back into the city
centre through Stromovka park.

\@ Lunch Enjoy a picnic lunch in leafy
V4 Stromovka park (p164).

SIIYVYINILI dOL dI¥L YNOA NV1d

HoleSovice (p154)
You could spend an entire after-
noon admiring modern art in the
Veletrzni Palac, but if the outdoor bug
has bitten keep walking (or take a tram) to
Letnd Gardens for some afternoon drink-

\@ Dinner Sasazu (p157) captures the
s vibe of this up-and-coming area.

ing at Letna Beer Garden, the city’s
premier open-air chill-out spot.

Zizkov & Karlin (p145)

N Take the metro across town to

*) Jitiho z Podébrad station, and go
up the TV Tower (open until midnight)
for a night-time city panorama. From here,
the legendary bars of Zizkov await -
Bukowski’s cocktail dive is just two
blocks downhill.
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Prague Maps

hts

Beach

Bird Sanctuary
Buddhist
Castle/Palace
Christian

Confucian

Hindu

Islamic

Jain

Jewish

Monument
Museum/Gallery/Historic Building
Ruin

Sento Hot Baths/Onsen
Shinto

Sikh

Taoist
Winery/Vineyard
Zoo/Wildlife Sanctuary
Other Sight

Activities,
Courses & Tours

QOOPS0* ®GO

Bodysurfing
Diving
Canoeing/Kayaking
Course/Tour
Skiing
Snorkelling
Surfing
Swimming/Pool
Walking
Windsurfing
Other Activity

Sleeping

(=]
&)

Sleeping
Camping

Eating

X

Eating

Drinking & Nightlife

e
(=)

Drinking & Nightlife
Cafe

Entertainment

()

Entertainment

Shopping

®

Shopping

Information

=TI CICIOH R L)

Bank
Embassy/Consulate
Hospital/Medical
Internet

Police

Post Office
Telephone

Toilet

Tourist Information
Other Information

Geographic

COr0IOO

06X

Beach
Hut/Shelter
Lighthouse
Lookout
Mountain/Volcano
Oasis

Park

Pass

Picnic Area
Waterfall

Population

]
®
o
o

Capital (National)
Capital (State/Province)
City/Large Town
Town/Village

Transport

QCIol ol Dlnlelolel STl P Lol aRal))

Airport

Border crossing

Bus

Cable car/Funicular
Cycling

Ferry

Metro station

Monorail

Parking

Petrol station
S-Bahn/Subway station
Taxi

T-bane/Tunnelbana station
Train station/Railway
Tram

Tube station
U-Bahn/Underground station
Other Transport

Note: Not all symbols displayed above
appear on the maps in this book

Routes
Tollway
Freeway
Primary
Secondary
Tertiary
Lane
Unsealed road
Road under construction
Plaza/Mall
Steps
) Tunnel

Pedestrian overpass

s \\alking Tour

we == \Walking Tour detour
Path/Walking Trail

Boundaries
International
State/Province
Disputed
Regional/Suburb
Marine Park
Cliff
Wall

Hydrography
River, Creek
Intermittent River
Canal

Water
Dry/Salt/Intermittent Lake
Reef

Areas
Airport/Runway
Beach/Desert
Cemetery (Christian)
Cemetery (Other)
Glacier
Mudflat
Park/Forest
Sight (Building)
Sportsground

Swamp/Mangrove
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SVET MALA STARE MESTO
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emetery (Zjd ké
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zahrada
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§‘ VRSOVICE
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=T
VYSEHRAD|
NA
=) | NUSLE BOHDALCI
TYRSUV
RADLICE VRCH
Veslarsky
ostrov
PANKRAC
MICHLE
i PODOLI
ZLicCHovV
HLUBOCEPY
SPORILOV
MAP INDEX
1 Mala Strana (p328) 5 South Nové Mésto 9 Zizkov & Karlin (p346)
2 Hradcany (p330) (p338) 10 Holesovice (p348)
3 Staré Mésto (p332) 6 VySehrad (p341) 11 Bubened & Dejvice
4 North Nové Mésto 7 Smichov (p342) (p350)
(p336) 8 Vinohrady & Vr$ovice

(p344)
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O
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36® N NOVY-SVET Garden on the
QY0 Bastion (Zahrada]
X Syg Na Baste)
3 t
2 N
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> 28 HRADGANY ' @20
N
I =
5 8 : Hrad&any Square
KB (ECCSRSKE G <)
19 1 ;
Loreta 5 5
Loreta Square 0(9&%1\ e virad
(Loretanské \ : 29
namést) ©34 ot
319 25
& Kova
Q27 Spot
PohoreleC
®
33@
11 ®35
Strahovska
300 zahrada B,
° (11 O
2 210
2 40 @22 3 Schonborska
£ Strahov Lobkovicka zahrada
2 Monastery zahrdda
® Top Sights (p66) 10 Main Gate

1 Loreta
2 Prague Castle
3 St Vitus Cathedra
4 Strahov Monastery.

® Sights
5 All Saints' Chapel.
6 Ball-Game House.

E2

7 Basilica of St George.. F3

8 BIlek Villa..c..cvieeeieeieeciecieeee e H1
9 Church of the Assumption

of OUrLady ..cooveeveeeieciiceeeeceeee B5

11 Miniature Museum
12 Novy Svét Quarter
13 Old Royal Palace...
14 Ple¢nik Hall ....
15 Powder Tower....
16 Prague Castle Picture
Gallery
17 Riding School............
18 Schwarzenberg Palace
19 St Vitus Treasury
20 Sternberg Palace..
21 Strahov Library




200 m
0.1 miles
2 Tram5, 12, Letnd
See map %% 18,20, 57 @8/’ Gardens
p350 > (Letenské
3 sady)
S Letohradek
tram stop
22 % ;
Tram Q Chotiowy
sad
23 :
@ 1 /
-
Royal Garden : 5"’
(Kréalovska zahrada) Chotkova s
i 1P ‘ "3
e
6@ al (Je 29 %
Steg " - S Y
snic 3 -
Powder (Z Ns‘(\a o Palace Gardens <oy “
Bridge 5 Beneath Prague Castle 6\@ Q&
. S =il - Prague X 26 ~(Paléeové zahrady pod-- 5¢™ 4
Northern @ Castle 7 Prazskym hradem) 66\'
Gate - Thirg 1°
\ Courtyard O3 T~ St George Square
St Vitus Cathedral., 50 (Jifskéndmésiti) Q
Second 130 3 Malostranska
1 4Courtyard Wallenstein Square
@ 199 (Valdstejnské Tram 12, 20, 22, 57
First F naméstr) Letenska
Courtyard 1S
10 ) ®  Wallenstein Garden
g 2 (Valdstejnska:.:
(ZBIIIeM e,f/e Steps & E zahrada)
ey 4 < :
oc)) emeEie; £ MALA STRANA
Mala Strana Vbjan Gardens
Nerudova Square ‘(Vojanovy o
(Malostranské i -sady) g?
namést) g : IS
(o X (¢
X ] , SN
?pf ) g o o
% S siska \@Q
Viagska Stécks Drazického | <> 3
Tréigté namésti | S
Saskg i 0350 g
Y
3 %ons, e,
= 5 i A ,77
S Maltesosquare Shisda
— See ma = altézské Lav
Seminafski p328p = (namestl) Velkoprevorskd § Kampa River
zahrada Z\ némésti | £ Island
22 Strahov Picture Gallery. .B5 31 Pivnice U Cerného Vola.

23 Summer Palace...
24 Vladislav Hall

32 U Zavésenyho Kafe....

(@ Shopping (p80)
3 Eating (p78) 33 Antique Music Instruments ..........ccccco.o... B5
25 HOSt oo C4 Icons Gallery ......oooeveevveveceeennns
26 Lobkowicz Palace Café........ccccccviviricinnns G2

27 Maly Buddha....
28 U Zlaté Hrusky..
29 VillaRichter.

@ Drinking & Nightlife
30 Klasterni pivovar Strahov

.B4 (© Sleeping
C3 34 Domus Henrici..
.H2 35 Hotel Monastery..
36 Romantik Hotel U Raka
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See map
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® Prague Main Train
Station (Praha-
hlavni nadrazi)

® Top Sights (p124)
1 Mucha Museum ..........ccc..c.... A6
2 Prague City Museum............ E3
® Sights (p124)
3 Jindrisska Tower.........ccc..... B6
4 Prague Main Train Station...D7
& Eating (p129)
5 AIFOrNO. .o, c2

11 Hoffa
12 Vinograf ...

& Entertainment

13 Archa Theatre.........

14 Bohemia Ticket

International....

(& Shopping

15 MOSer ....cccovviveeuninns

..C5

(p133)

(p134)

16 Palladium Praha Shopping

7 LaGare/Le Winstub........... B4 Centre ...oocveeenee
8 Sansho ......cccovvvviviiccene D2
9 Siam Orchid.... D3 (® Sleeping
17 Fusion Hotel ...
@ Drinking & Nightlife (p131) 18 Moods Hotel...
10 Café Imperial ....cccccovvvrverennne C3

(p195)
..A6
..C2
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1 VySehrad e EERERD

Cemetery Karlachovy
(1]

Sady -
4

(%)

2
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=
2

S

L9

S
VU

/op
K Rofundé Cl

\géeélrad

ardens

AV 5@ (Vysehradske Qs Vy$ehrad Gardens
sady)

(Vysehradské
Su

sady)
o6

kKl VySehrad
Rock |, —

SObéS/aVOVa

Spicka
_Information

02

Vysehrad
Citadel

® Top Sights (p172) 8 Rotunda of St Martin..
1 VySehrad Cemetery ....cooovvvveveccceinns B2 9 Tabor Gate
2 VysSehrad Citadel........ccoeeevivccericeens D4
3 Eating (p177)
® Sights (p175) 10 Rio's VySehrad......cccocovovivevriiieeeiccnns A3
3 Brick Gate & Casements..... .B2
4 Church of Sts Peter & Paul. ..A3 @ Drinking & Nightlife (p179)
5 Gothic Cellar-... A3 11 Cafe Citadela....
6 Leopold Gate..

.C3 12 VCafe
7 Peak Gate....

.C4

A3
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Jiraskav most kg
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10, 14, 54
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SMiCHOV
® Sights (p175)
Brownnosers (David Cerny
Sculpture) (seel)

1 Futura Gallery
2 Staropramen Brewery

3 Eating (p175)
3 Bejzment....ccoccoiiiiiii ...D3
4 Food LOVE .. ...C2
5 Na Verandach.......ccccccovvivinienns C4
6 Pizzeria Corleone C3

7 UBilého Iva s C3

8 U Mikulase Dacického.........ccccocvviiniiennns c2

9 Zlaty Klas.....ccooovveeeeiaannns ...B3
@ Drinking & Nightlife (p178)
10 Back DOOrS ... C3

11 Dog's Bollocks
12 Hells Bell
13 Hlubina......cccoovvevcriinee,
14 Hospoda U Buldoka
15 Lokal Blok

16 Phenomen
17 Pitomé& Kavéarna....

& Entertainment (p179)
18 JazzZ DOCK ..o D1
19 Svandovo Divadlo Na Smichové............... Cl

(@ Shopping (p179)
20 Novy Smichov... ....C3
21 Tribo .

22 Wine Food Market

&) Sports & Activities (p33)
23 AVE Bicycle TOUIS ...coveereieiccceeieenns C6
© Sleeping
24 Andél's Hotel Prague ...

25 Hotel Arbes-Mepro
26 Hotel Julian

27 Ibis Praha Mala Strana ...
28 Red & Blue Design Hotel
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1 Hotel Crowne Plaza
2 Kr¥izik's Fountain

12 Da Emanuel
................................. Bl 13 Kulat'ak

........................................ H2 14 Lokal Nad Stromovkou........cccccccvvcneen . F3
3 Lapidarium 15 Na Urale
4 Letna Gardens Nahote a Dole
5 Prague Planetarium. 16 Restaurace U Veverky ... Ca
6 Stromovka 17 Sakura
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19 Vozovna Stromovka .

20 YamYam
3 Eating (p164)
9 ArgUMENL ..ot C4 @ Drinking & Nightlife (p168)
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€) Sports & Activities (p169)
35 Generali Aréna. ..E4

28 Potrva 36 Slechtovka.... F2
29 Side Door
©) Sleeping (p199)

& Entertainment (p169) 37 Art Hotel
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o Our Story

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
@ for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to

§ Australia. It took several months, and at the end - broke but
inspired — they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London,
Melbourne, Oakland, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief
that 'a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

Our Writers

Neil Wilson

Coordinating Author, Prague Castle & Hradéany, Mala Strana, Staré
Maésto, Nové Mésto, Zizkov & Karlin, Day Trips Neil first succumbed to the
pleasures of Prague back in 1995, beguiled, like everyone else, by its ethereal
beauty, but also drawn to the darker side of its hidden history. He has returned
regularly to enjoy the world's finest beers, the city's quirky sense of humour,
and the chance to track down yet another obscure monument, having worked
now on eight consecutive editions of Lonely Planet’'s Prague guide. A full-time freelance writer
since 1988, Neil has travelled in five continents and written more than 60 travel and walking
guides for various publishers. He is based in Perthshire, Scotland; for more information see www.
neil-wilson.co.uk. Neil also wrote the Plan Your Trip section, the Eating, Drinking, Entertainment
and Shopping Overviews and contributed to the Sleeping chapter.

Read more about Neil Wilson at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/neilwilson

Mark Baker

Vinohrady & VrSovice, HoleSovice, Bubene¢ & Dejvice, Smichov &
VysSehrad, Best of Bohemia, Best of Moravia Mark first visited Prague in
the 1980s as a journalist for the Economist Group. Those were the dark days
of communism, yet even then he was hooked by the city's beauty, mysticism
and laid-back vibe. He moved to Prague in the early 1990s, and following a stint
as a co-founder-owner of the Globe Bookstore & Coffeehouse and a journal-
ist for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, he's found permanent employment as a travel writer.
In addition to Lonely Planet Prague & the Czech Republic, Mark is co-author of Lonely Planet
guides to Romania & Bulgaria, Poland, and Slovenia. Mark also wrote the Architecture chapter,
the Understand Prague & the Czech Republic essays, the Survival Guide, and contributed to the
Sleeping chapter.

Read more about Mark Baker at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/markbaker

Published by Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd

ABN 36 005 607 983 Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
11th edition — November 2014 able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about
ISBN 978174220 894 7 the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
© Lonely Planet 2014 Photographs © as indicated 2014 mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.

10987654321
Printed in China

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be copied, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic,
mechanical, recording or otherwise, excert brief extracts for the purpose of review, and no part of this guhllcatlon may be sold or hired, without the
written permission of the publisher. Lonely Planet and the Lonely Planet logo are trademarks of Lonely Planet and are registered in the US Patent and
Trademark Office and in other countries. Lonely Planet does not allow its name or logo to be appropriated by commercial establishments, such as
retailers, restaurants or hotels. Please let us know of any misuses: lonelyplanet.com/ip.
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© Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd. To make it easier for you to use,
access to this chapter is not digitally restricted. In return, we think it's fair
to ask you to use it for personal, non-commercial purposes only. In other
words, please don't upload this chapter to a peer-to-peer site, mass
email it to everyone you know, or resell it. See the terms and conditions
on our site for a longer way of saying the above - ‘Do the right thing with
our content!
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