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Malopolska
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Best Places to Eat

» Twierdza (p153)
» Olivio (pl63)
» Pireus (p154)

» Restauracja Gesia Szyja
(p177)

» Mandragora (p169)

Best Places to
Stay

» Vanilla Hotel (p169)

» Hotel Srédmiejski (p156)
» Hotel Basztowy (pl60)
» Dom Architekta (p174)

» Hotel Senator (p182)

Why Go?

Matopolska, known in English as Lesser Poland, is the
sprawling region surrounding Krakéw, running from
Czestochowa in the west to Lublin in the east. It’s played an
outsized role in Polish history, forming the core of the an-
cient Polish kingdom. These days, though, it’s mostly passed
over by travellers, who make a beeline for Krakéw and then
move on.

That’s a pity. While Malopolska lacks truly world-class
sights, the region is rich in natural beauty, with rolling hills
and several national parks. Sandomierz, an ancient Gothic
town on a bluff overlooking the Vistula, is one of Poland’s
prettiest places.

The region is also rich in cultural diversity. The Jasna
Goéra monastery in Czestochowa is a major pilgrimage site
for Roman Catholics. To the east, cities like Lublin and
Chelm were once home to large Jewish communities, and
moving traces of that centuries-long existence can still
be found.
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