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Top Sights
The city’s must-see 
sights plus expert 
advice to make your 
trip even better.

Best of Venice
We’ve found the 
best walks, food, 
art, shopping, views, 
nightlife and more.

Local Life
Discover how to 
unlock the city with 
guides to areas that 
the locals really love. 
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updates: Carlo Scarpa–
designed gardens and 
gates, Mario Botta library 
and cafe. (p 110 )

 Grand Hotel Excelsior 
Giovanni Sardi’s deca-
dent Byzantine-Moorish 
beach resort, built 
1898–1908 with Fortuny 
stile liberty (art-nouveau) 
interiors. (p 133 )

 Divine Architecture
 Basilica di San Marco 
Byzantine domes glim-
mer with golden mosaics. 
(p 24 )

 Basilica di Santa Maria 
della Salute Longhena’s 
bubble-domed marvel, 
believed to have mystical 
curative powers. (p 58 )

 Chiesa di San Giorgio 
Maggiore Palladio’s 
expansive, effortlessly 
uplifting church and 
cloisters. (p 120 )

 Chiesa di Santa Maria 
dei Miracoli The Lom-
bardos’ little Renaissance 
miracle in polychrome 
marble. (p 98 )

 Schola Spagnola The 
theatrical, elliptical wom-
en’s gallery attributed to 
Longhena. (p 93 )

 Modern Marvels
 Biennale pavilions 
High-modernist pavilion 
architecture, which often 
steals the show at Art 
Biennales. (p 110 )

 Punta della Dogana 
Customs warehouses 
creatively repurposed 
into cutting-edge instal-
lation-art galleries by 
Tadao Ando. (p 58 )

 Negozio Olivetti 
Forward-thinking Carlo 
Scarpa transformed a 
dusty souvenir shop into 
a high-tech showcase c 
1958. (p 37 )

 Fondazione Giorgio 
Cini Former naval acad-
emy rocks the boat as an 
avant-garde art gallery. 
(p 121 )

Best

 From glittering Byzantine churches to post-
modern palaces, Venice astonishes at every 
gondola turn. Its 1000-year architectural history 
has several high-water marks: pointy Venetian 
Gothic arches rounded o   in the Renaissance; 
Palladio-revived rigorous  classicism amid ba-
roque  ourishes; and stark modernism relaxing 
around decadent Lido Liberty (art nouveau). 
Now that the latest architectural trend is creative 
repurposing, it’s all making a comeback.

 Renovations in Progress
  After a disastrous flood hit Venice in 1966, archi-
tecture aficionados worldwide aided Venetians in 
bailing out palazzi and reinforcing foundations. 
With the support of Unesco and funding from 
24 affiliated organisations worldwide, Venice has 
completed 1500 restoration projects in 40 years.

 Today the city balances preservation and 
modern living, though controversies remain. Plans 
to transform drab Marco Polo Airport with Frank 
Gehry’s €80 million Venice Gateway complex re-
main stalled, and Italy’s Culture Ministry requires 
revisions to Rem Koolhaas’ 2012 designs for a 
Benetton complex on the Grand Canal. Yet there’s 
more modern architecture here than you might 
think: one-third of all buildings in Venice have 
been raised since 1919.

 Pleasure Palaces
 Ca’ d’Oro The grandest 
palace on the Grand 
Canal, with Venetian 
Gothic trilobate (three-
lobed) arches and tiara-
like crennalation. (p 98 )

 Palazzo Ducale Don’t 
been fooled by Antonio 
da Ponte’s pretty pink 
Gothic loggia: this palace 
means business. (p 28 )

 Ca’ Rezzonico Renais-
sance grandeur gone 
baroque: designed by 
Longhena, finished by 
Massari and crowned 
with Tiepolo ceilings. 
(p 58 )

 Palazzo Grassi Gae 
Aulenti and Tadao Ando 
peeled back rococo flour-
ishes to reveal Giorgio 
Massari’s neoclassical 
lines. (p 36 )

 Palazzo Querini Stam-
palia Baroque beauty 
with high-modernist 
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Piazzetta San Marco (p22)
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Teatro La Fenice  venice

baroque church (p 37 ), 
sculpted with maps 
charting Venetian vas-
sal states c 1678–81. 

 5 Chiesa di
Santo Stefano
  Further west, the bell 
tower of 15th-century 
Santo Stefano (p 38 ) 
leans 2m, as though 
it’s had one spritz too 
many. Nearby, Bar-
tolomeo Bon’s marble 
Gothic portals grace 

brick Chiesa di Santo 
Stefano.

 6 Teatro La Fenice
  Follow Calle Caotorta to 
Teatro La Fenice (p 43 ), 
veering left onto Calle 
dei Assassini. Corpses 
were so frequently 
found here that in 1128 
Venice banned the full 
beards assassins wore 
as disguises. 

 7 Palazzo 
Contarini del 
Bovolo
  Snogging in campi 
(piazzas) is such an 
established Venetian 
pastime it’s surprising 
dogi didn’t tax it – but 
duck into Renaissance 
Palazzo Contarini del 
Bovolo (p 38 ) courtyard 
for privacy.

 1 Columns
of San Marco
  Venetians still hurry 
past these granite pil-
lars, site of public 
executions for centuries. 

 2 Palazzo Ducale
  Pass by the Ducal Pal-
ace (p 28 ) loggia, where 
punishments were once 
publicly announced 
before  they were posted 
on the palace door.

 3 Piazza
San Marco
  In Piazza San Marco 
(p 22 ), turn your back on 
Basilica di San Marco 
(p 24 ) to face Ala Napo-
leonica, the palace Na-
poleon brazenly razed 
San Geminiano church 
to build. Today it houses 
the entry to Museo Cor-
rer (p 36 ); the museum 
proper occupies the 
upper storeys of the 
Scamozzi-designed, 
Longhena-completed 
Procuratie Nuove. The 
right-hand arcade flank-
ing the piazza is Mauro 
Codussi’s 16th-century 
Procuratie Vecchie.

 4 Chiesa di Santa 
Maria del Giglio
  Take Calle Larga XXII 
Marzo towards this 

 2� The Walk
 Dukes and dignitaries had the run of   San Marco for 
centuries, and now it’s your turn on this royal tour 
that ends with your own palace intrigue.

 Start Piazzetta San Marco

 Finish I Rusteghi

 Length 2.5km; 1¼ hours

 5� Take a Break
 Eat and drink like royalty at   I Rusteghi (Map p 34 , 
F1; %041 523 22 05; http://www.osteriairusteghi.com/; 
Corte del Tentor 5513; mini-panini €2-5; h10.30am-3pm 
& 6-11.30pm Mon-Sat; #; fRialto), with prosciutto 
platters and Amarone as dark-red and powerful as 
a doge’s cap.
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Insider tips to help you  nd the real city

Burano (p132)
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artisans have blown 
glass for 600 years. 
Learn trade secrets at 
Museo del Vetro, and 
score museum-quality 
mementos in Murano’s 
studio-showrooms.

 Getting Creative
in Giudecca (p 126 )

  Art venues
  Creative cuisine

 Venice captured the 
world’s imagination 
with red-hot paintings, 
baroque music and the 
first film festival – but 
you don’t need to wait 
for the next Biennale 
to glimpse ahead of the 
creative curve. Giudecca 

is putting theatre in ar-
senals, pioneering prison 
cuisine, and channel-
ling tidal rhythms with 
canalside jazz.

 Lido Bars & 
Beaches (p 128 )

  Beaches
  Al fresco entertainment

 Swanky Liberty villas 
rise majestically behind 
circus-striped beach 
cabanas along Venice’s 
sandy beachfront. Beach 
umbrellas pop up in 
May through September 
along with open-air din-
ing, and leisurely happy 
hours stretch into night-
time beach clubbing.

 To get to know Venice from the inside out, hit the calli (alleys) to  nd artisans’ 
studios, music venues and bacari (hole-in-the-wall  bars) for glimpses of Venetian life 
after hours and behind the scenes, and then visit the outer islands Venetians have 
called home for a millennium.

 Music in San Marco 
(p 32 )

  Opera
  Baroque music

 No other city provides 
a soundtrack quite like 
Venice: divas tickle Tin-
toretto-frescoed ceilings 
with glory notes; Vivaldi 
reverberates through 
churches purpose-built 
for baroque acoustics; 
and violins play toe-
tapping tarantella over 
coffee in Piazza San 
Marco.

 Happy Hour in 
Campo Santa 
Margherita (p 54 )

  Spritz cocktails
  Local wines

 Venetian dialect isn’t 
easy – but after a giro 
d’ormbra (happy hour) in 

Campo Santa Margher-
ita, it trips right off the 
tongue.  Start with a sp-
ritz (prosecco and bitters 
cocktail), advance to top-
notch wines and make 
room for new friends at 
the bar with a hearty 
Benvegnù! (Welcome!)

 Fashion Finds (p 74 )
  Artisan accessories
  Venetian fashions

 Venice’s signature style is 
no accident – it’s the re-
sult of artisan traditions 
refined through centu-
ries, design innovation 
borrowed from Biennales 
and fearless creativity 
forged in Murano fur-
naces. Head straight to 
Venice’s style sources, and 
make your own Venetian 
fashion statement.

 Cicheti Circuit (p 94 )
  Creative seafood
  Venetian small plates

 While desperate day-
trippers resort to re-
heated pizza slices in San 
Marco, savvy gourmands 
hit bar counters across 
Cannaregio by 6:30pm 
for prime cicheti (Vene-
tian tapas): scampi with 
grilled artichokes, plump 
polpette (meatballs) and 
wild-leek bacala mante-
cato (creamy cod). 

 Murano Art Glass 
(p 124 )

  Art glass showrooms
  Glass museum pieces

 Fiery passions and deli-
cate handling are essen-
tial in love – and in Mu-
rano’s legendary fornaci 
(furnaces), where master 

 Local Life
 Venice 

 Other prime spots 
to experience
Venice like a local: 

 Gallery-hop San 
Marco (p 37 )

 Squero San Trovaso 
(p 60 )

 Showtime at the 
Scuola (p 63 )

 Tea in a Lagoon of 
Espresso (p 85 )

 Dalla Marisa (p 101 )

 Veneto Wine-Tasting 
(p 103 )

 Wagnerian drama at 
the Casino (p 105 )

 Colourful Burano 
(p 132 )

 Boating on the 
Lagoon (p 135 )

Local Life  1312

 y� Top Tips
  On the east side of 

the courtyard arcade 
were the dreaded Poggi 
(Wells), where prisoners 
shivered below water 
level – now a baggage 
deposit is installed in 
their place.

  Photography is not 
allowed indoors, but the 
excellent Palazzo Ducale 
bookshop has postcards 
and art books covering 
major artworks.

 Admission also covers 
entry to Museo Correr 
(p 36 ) or you can use the 
Museum Pass (p 166 ).

 5� Take a Break
 The combined ticket 
and Museum Pass 
include Museo Correr, 
where Caffè delle Arte 
offers panini (sand-
wiches) with views of 
Basilica di San Marco. 
Local legend claims 
that after his Palazzo 
Ducale prison escape, 
Casanova stopped by 
Caffè Florian (p 33 ) 
for a drink – why not 
follow suit?

 Don’t Miss
 Exterior
  After fire gutted the original palace in 1577, An-
tonio da Ponte restored its Gothic grandeur. The 
white Istrian stone and Veronese pink marble 
palace caps a graceful colonnade with medieval 
capitals depicting key Venetian guilds. 

 The pretty arcaded loggia along the piazzetta 
(little square) served a solemn purpose: death 
sentences were read between the ninth and 10th 
columns from the left. 

 First Floor
  Climb the Scala dei Censori (Censors’ Stairs) to 
the Doge’s Apartments, where the doge lived un-
der 24-hour guard with a short commute to work 
up a secret staircase. Walk up a couple of steps 
and turn around to spot Titian’s St Christopher 
wading across troubled lagoon waters over the 
archway. 

 The Sala del Scudo (Shield Room) is covered 
with world maps that reveal the extents of Vene-
tian power (and the limits of its cartographers) 
between c 1483 and 1762.

 Sala delle Quattro Porte
  Head up Sansovino’s 24-carat gilt stuccowork 
Scala d’Oro (Golden Staircase). In Palladio-
designed Sala delle Quattro Porte (Hall of the 
Four Doors), ambassadors awaited ducal audi-
ences under a lavish display of Venice’s virtues 
by Giovanni Cambi. Other convincing shows of 
Venetian superiority include Titian’s 1576 Doge 
Antonio Grimani Kneeling Before Faith and 
Tiepolo’s 1740s Venice Receiving Gifts of the Sea 
from Neptune.

  Don’t be fooled by the genteel Gothic elegance: 
under its lacy pink facade and rosy Veronese 
ceilings, the Ducal Palace flexes serious political 
muscle. The seat of Venice’s government for 
nearly seven centuries, this powerhouse stood 
the test of fires, storms and conspiracies – only to 
be outwitted by  Casanova, the notorious seducer, 
who escaped from the attic prison.

   1 Map p 34 , H4

  %848 08 20 00

 palazzoducale.visitmuve.it

  Piazzetta San Marco 52

  adult/reduced €16/8

  h8.30am-7pm Apr-Oct, 
to 5.30pm Nov-Mar
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   Palazzo Ducale
Top Sights

Angel carving, Palazzo Ducale

29Palazzo DucaleSan Marco & Palazzo Ducale 28

hospital; for emergency 
care and dental treat-
ment, ask for pronto 
soccorso (casualty).

 Money
   Credit cards Accepted at 
most hotels  , some shops 
and restaurants.

 Money changers At 
banks, airport and some 
hotels; o   cial rates at 
www.xe.com. 

  Tipping Ten per cent 
optional for good restau-
rant, hotel and gondola 
services. 

 Travellers cheques 
Travelex is at the airport 
and Piazza San Marco 
142 (%041 528 73 58).

 Public   Holidays
  Holidays that may affect 
opening hours and transit 
schedules include:

 Capodanno/Anno 
Nuovo (New Year’s Day) 
1 January

 Epifania/Befana 
(Epiphany) 6 January

 Lunedí dell’Angelo 
(Good Friday) March/
April

 Pasquetta/Lunedì 
dell’Angelo (Easter Mon-
day) March/April

  Giorno della Liberazi-
one (Liberation Day) 25 
April

 Festa del Lavoro
(Labour Day) 1 May

 Festa della Repubblica 
(Republic Day) 2 June

 Ferragosto (Feast of the 
Assumption) 15 August

 Ognissanti (All Saints’ 
Day) 1 November

 Immaculata Concezione 
(Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception) 8 December

 Natale (Christmas Day) 
25 December

 Festa di Santo Stefano 
(Boxing Day) 26
December

 Safe Travel
   Precautions Crime 

rates are low in Venice, 

but keep valuables secure 
in crowds.

  Children Some histori-
cal Venice accommoda-
tions, sights and boats 
are not child-safe; check 
age requirements and 
inquire before reserving.

 Rising water See the 
Acqua Alta box (p 104 ).

  Telephone

   Mobile Phones
  GSM and tri-band mobile 
phones can be used 
in Venice with a local 
SIM card (available at 
telephone and electron-
ics stores). 

 Phone  Codes
  Italy country code: 

%39

  Venice City Code: 
%041 (land lines only)

  Bicycle
 y Best for… 
exploring the Lido. 
  Cycling is banned in 
central Venice. Bicycle-
hire places cluster around 
the Lido vaporetto stop, 
including  Lido on Bike 
(%041 526 80 19; www
.lidoonbike.it; Gran Viale 21b; 
bikes per 90min/day €5/9; 
h9am-7pm Apr-Sep); ID is 
required.

 Essential 
Information
   Business Hours
  Exceptions to the follow-
ing hours are noted in 
listings.

 Banks 8.30am to 1.30pm 
and 3.30pm to 5.30pm 
Monday to Friday; some 
open Saturday mornings.

 Restaurants Noon to 
2.30pm and 7pm to 
10pm.

 Shops 10am to 1pm and 
3.30pm to 7pm (or 4pm 
or 7.30pm) Monday to 
Saturday. Most Murano 
glass showrooms close 
by 6pm. 

 Discount Cards
  Includes single entry to 
Palazzo Ducale, 10 Civic 
Museums, 16 Chorus 
 churches, Palazzo Querini 
Stampalia and Museo 
Ebraico; two free toilet 
passes; discounted entry 
to additional museums 
(eg Museo Fortuny & 
Peggy Guggenheim 
Collection). Venice Card 
(www.venicecard.com; adult/
youth €39.90/29.90) is valid 
for seven days. Purchase 
at participating museums 
or tourist office. 

 Chorus Pass
  Covers single entry to 16 
major churches ( €10; 
www.chorusvenezia.org). 
Valid for one year. Buy at 
participating churches.

 Civic Museum Pass
  This pass (www.visitmuve
.it; adult/reduced €20/14) 
covers single entry 
to 11 Civic Museums, 
including Palazzo Ducale 
& Museo Correr. Valid 
for six months. Buy at 
participating museums or 
tourist  office.

 Museum Card
  This pass (www.visitmuve.it; 
adult/reduced €20/14) cov-
ers Palazzo Ducale and 
Museo Correr. Purchase 
at either location.

 Electricity

230V/50Hz

 Emergency
  Ospedale Civile (%041 
529 41 11; Campo SS Giovanni 
e Paolo 6777) Venice’s main 

 Dos & Don’ts
  Do keep right along narrow lanes to let people 

pass on the left.

  Do o  er help to people struggling with strollers 
or bags on bridges.

   Do say hello before you ask for directions; 
everyone gets lost in Venice, so don’t panic, and 
be polite.

  Don’t season before you taste: Venetians be-
lieve fresh seafood doesn’t need camou  age like 
lemon, mustard, parmesan or hot pepper.

Essential Information  167166  Survival Guide

 ApartmentsApart (www
.apartmentsapart.com) 
Flats for rent by the day. 

  BB Planet (www.bb
planet.com) Search Ven-
ice B&Bs and apartment 
rentals by area, price 
range and availability.

Lonely Planet (www
.lonelyplanet.com) Expert 
author reviews, user feed-
back and booking engine.

Venice Apartment 
Rental (www.veniceapart-
ment.com) Apartments 
for daily or weekly rental.

 Best Budget
  Gio & Gio (www.giogio
venice.com) Modern 
baroque B&B near Piazza 
San Marco.

 Foresteria Valdese 
(www.foresteriavenezia.
it) Historical, frescoed 
hostel near Zanipolo.

 Allo Squero (www.allos-
quero.it) Garden retreat 
in a converted shipyard.

 Locanda Sant’Anna 
(www.locandasantanna
.com) Spacious, antique-
 lled rooms o   quiet 

Castello campo (piazza).

 Hotel Ai Do Mori (www
.hotelaidomori.com) 
Snug wood-beamed 
guestrooms behind 
Basilica di San Marco.

 Ostello Venezia (www.
ostellovenezia
.it) Restored hostel on 
Giudecca Canal.

 Best Midrange
  Ca’ Zanardi (www
.cazanardi.eu) Cannar-
egio 16th-century palace 
rooms with original 
 ttings. 

 Novecento (www
.novecento.biz) Bohemi-
an chic B&B near Campo 
Santo Stefano. 

 Hotel Le Isole 
(www.hotel-leisole.it) 
Courtyard hotel near 
Piazza San Marco, with 
lavish breakfasts. 

 Palazzo Schiavoni 
(www.palazzoschiavoni
.com) Frescoed boutique 
hotel in a Castello palace. 

 Al Redentore di Venezia 
(www.alredentorediven-
ezia.com) Sleek serviced 
apartments on Giudecca. 

 Oltre Il Giardino (www
.oltreilgiardino-venezia.
com) Designer glam gar-
den B&B near I Frari. 

 Best Top-End
  Palazzo Abadessa (www
.abadessa.com) Opulent 
B&B in a 1540 palace 
near Rialto Bridge.

 Gritti Palace (www
.hotelgrittipalacevenice
.com) Fully restored 
historical Grand Canal 
luxury hotel.

 Aqua Palace (www
.aquapalace.it) Romantic, 
aristocratic hotel on a 
quiet San Marco canal.

 Bauer Palladio Hotel & 
Spa (www.palladiohotel
spa.com) Palladio cloister 
converted into serene 
Giudecca spa-hotel.

 Arriving
in Venice
 y Top  Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p 17 .

 From Marco
Polo Airport

 Vaporetto
(Passenger Ferry)
  Alilaguna operates ferry 
services (€15) to Venice 
from the airport ferry 
dock (an eight-minute 
walk from the terminal); 
rides take 45 to 90 
minutes to reach most 
destinations.
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 Book Your Stay
 y Top Tip Rates double 
during  peak times: Christ-
mas through New Year, 
Carnevale, Easter week, Art 
Biennale launches (June) 
and Venice Film Festival 
(August to September).

  Book ahead for weekend 
getaways and high-season 
visits.

  Check individual hotel 
websites for online deals. 

  Con  rm arrival at least 
72 hours in advance, or 
hotels may assume you’ve 
changed plans.

  For low-season savings 
of 40% or more, plan 
visits for November, early 
December or January to 
March (except Carnevale). 
Deals may be found July 
to August.

 Useful  Websites

  APT (www.turismo
venezia.it) Lists licensed 
B&Bs and rental apart-
ments in Venice proper.

 When to Go

    Winter (Nov-Feb) 
Chilly, serene days and 
sociable nights, espe-
cially during Carnevale.

  Spring (Mar-May) 
Bring umbrellas and 
enjoy sublime seafood, 
easy conversation and 
bargain rates – except 
around Easter.

  Summer (Jun-Aug) 
Biennales and Lido 
beaches maximise hot 
summer days. Crowds 
thin and rates drop July 
to August, when some 
businesses close.

  Autumn (Sep-Nov) 
After Venice Film Festival, 
crowds retreat and Vene-
tians come out to play on 
warm days. 

 Before You Go
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Guide

162

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

00000000

#

#

#
E

E

E

Basilica di
San Marco
Basilica di
San Marco

Palazzo
Ducale
Palazzo
Ducale

Chiesa di
San Giorgio
Maggiore

Chiesa di
San Giorgio
Maggiore

Castello (p106)
Between Arsenale 
shipyards and Biennale 
pavilions, you can dine 
like a doge, drink like a 
sailor and find the inner 
calm of a Greek icon.

The Lagoon & Outer 
Islands (p118)

Top SightsE
Chiesa di San Giorgio 
Maggiore
Basilica di Santa Maria 
Assunta & Torcello

San Marco & 
Palazzo Ducale 
(p22)
A downtown like no 
other: gondola traffic, 
acres of golden mosaics 
and legendary escapes 
from a pink Gothic 
prison.

Top SightsE
Basilica di San Marco
Palazzo Ducale

Cannaregio & the 
Ghetto (p90)
Follow serene 
canalbanks for bargain 
cicheti (Venetian tapas), 
priceless Tintorettos 
and a tiny island with a 
big history.

Top SightsE
Campo del Ghetto 
Nuovo & the Ghetto.
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Rialto
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Campo del
Ghetto Nuovo
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Dorsoduro & the 
Accademia (p48)
Venice's historic artists' 
quarter is packed with 
censored paintings, 
life-saving architecture 
and marathon happy 
hours.

Top SightsE
Gallerie dell'Accademia
Peggy Guggenheim 
Collection

San Polo & Santa 
Croce (p66)
Treasure hunts in these 
side-by-side sestieri 
uncover priceless Titians, 
courtesan couture, 
scientific wonders and
culinary gems.

Top SightsE
Scuola Grande di
San Rocco
I Frari
Rialto Market

Neighbourhoods
  Venice

18 Neighbourhoods  19

 For more information,
see Survival Guide (p 161 )

   Currency
 Euro (€)

  Language
 Italian, with some Venet (Venetian dialect)

  Visas
 Not required by EU nationals. Nationals 
of Australia, Brazil, Canada, Japan, New 

Zealand and the USA do not need visas for 
visits up to 90 days.

 Money
 ATMs are widely available.

  Mobile   Phones
 GSM and tri-band phones can be used in 

Italy with a local SIM card, including most 
European and Australian phones. Other 

phones should be set to roaming. 

  Time
 GMT/UTC plus one hour during winter; 

GMT/UTC plus two hours during summer 
daylight saving

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Most plugs have two or  three round pins. The 

current is 220V to 230V, 50Hz.

  Tipping
 Optional 10% for good service at restaurants 

where not included in the bill; optional for 
water taxis and  hotel porters; leave spare 
change for prompt service at bar and cafe 

counters.

 Getting Around
 Walking is the most scenic and often easiest 
way to navigate Venice – and it’s free. The 
other way to navigate this city on the water 
is by boat, and there are plenty of boating 
options. Cars and bicycles can be used on 
the Lido.

 f Vaporetto
 Passenger ferries run throughout Venice and 
to outlying islands – note the line and direc-
tion at the dock to make sure you catch the 
right boat. Single rides cost €7; for frequent 
use, get a timed pass (24-hour passes cost 
€20). Limited wheelchair access.

 Gondola
 Not mere transport but an adventure – and 
the best way to slip into Venice’s smaller ca-
nals and glimpse the city behind the scenes. 
Count on €80 per 40 minutes plus tip, and 
surcharges after dark. Music costs extra.

 Water Taxis
 The only door-to-door option, but fares are 
steep at €8.90 plus €1.80 per minute, plus 
surcharges for nighttime, luggage, large 
group and hotel services. Book ahead.

 Traghetto
 Locals use this daytime public gondola 
service (€0.50) to cross the Grand Canal 
between bridges.

 H Bicycle
 Only allowed on the Lido, where bike hire is 
available and affordable (from €10).

 K Car
 No cars are allowed in Venice beyond Piaz-
zale Roma, where parking starts at €24 per 
day. Cars can be used on the Lido.

 Arriving in Venice
 Most visitors enter Venice by plane at Marco 
Polo Airport (VCE) or by  train at Stazione 
Santa Lucia (Venezia-SL). Marco Polo Airport 
is on the mainland, with connections to 
Venice via bus (www.atvo.it; www.actv.it), 
reliable passenger ferry (www.alilaguna.it) 
and water taxi. Stazione Santa Lucia (also 
called Ferrovia) is situated within Venice, and 
several vaporetto lines depart from docks in 
front of the station.

 A From Marco Polo Airport

 Destination  Best Transport
 Piazzale Roma  ATVO bus

 San Marco  Alilaguna ferry Linea 
Blu (Blue Line)

 Rialto  Alilaguna ferry Linea 
Arancia (Orange 
Line)

 Dorsoduro  Alilaguna ferry Linea 
Blu

 Stazione Santa Lucia  Alilaguna ferry Linea 
Arancia

 Lido  Alilaguna ferry Linea 
Blu

 From Stazione
Santa Lucia (Ferrovia)

 Destination  Best Transport
 Piazzale Roma  walking via Ponte di 

Calatrava

 Rialto  Vaporetto lines 1, 2 & N

 San Marco  Vaporetto lines 1 & N

 Dorsoduro  Vaporetto lines 1 & N

 Fondamenta Nuove 
(Cannaregio)

 Vaporetto lines 41 & 42

 Lido  Vaporetto lines 1 & N

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than €120 

   Dorm bed: €22–€30

   Cicheti (Venetian tapas): €5–€15

   Traghetto ride: €0.50

 Midrange €120–€250 
   B&B: €50–€150

   12-hour vaporetto ticket: €18

   Midrange dinner: €25–€45

 Top End more than €250 
   Boutique hotel: €150-plus

   Gondola ride: €80

   Top-end dinner: €45–€60

 Useful  Websites
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

italy/venice) Expert travel advice.

   Venice Comume (www.comune.venezia.it) 
City of Venice site; high-water alerts.

   Venezia da Vivere (www.veneziadavivere
.com) Music performances, art, nightlife.

 Advance Planning
 Two months before Book accommodation 
for high season; buy tickets to La Fenice 
operas, Venice Film Festival premieres and 
Biennale openings.

 Three weeks before Check special-event 
calendars at www.aguestinvenice.com and 
www.veneziadavivere.com; reserve lagoon 
boat day trips.

 One week before Make restaurant reserva-
tions; book tickets to major attractions 
and events online at www.venetoinside
.com or www.veniceconnected.com.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

  Venice’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Explore 
  Venice
The best things to 
see and do, 
   by Neighbourhood    

The Best 
of Venice  
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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Lonely Planet’s 
Venice  
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
  s and provided clear maps so 
you’ll find your way around 
with ease. Our expert authors 
have searched out the best of 
the city: walks, food, nightlife 
and shopping, to name a few. 
Because you want to explore, 
our ‘Local Life’ pages will 
take you to some of the most 
exciting areas to experience 
the real   .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Venice

 ‘Ooooooeeeee!’ Gondoliers call out in narrow canals. 
With the world’s highest density of Unesco-protected 
masterpieces, Venice will earn gasps from you too. Once 
you’ve seen palaces built on water, partied like Casanova 
in costume and eaten chorus lines of red-footed lagoon 
scallops,you’ll greet every canal bend with anticipation.

Venice Top Sights .............................................. 8
Venice Local Life ................................................12
Venice Day Planner ...........................................14
Need to Know ....................................................16
Venice Neighbourhoods ...................................18
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