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Icebergs Dining Room (p141)

Best Italian
Icebergs Dining Room 
Seafood and steaks by 
the seashore. (p141)

A Tavola Homemade 
pasta dishes packed with 
big tastes. (p141)

Best Thai
Longrain Delicious 
modern Thai concoctions 
and piquant cocktails. 
(p109)

Chat Thai Reason-
ably priced, loaded with 
flavour and constantly 
buzzing. (p154)

Best Chinese
Mr Wong Cantonese 
dishes served to the 
smart set in a louche 
warehouse basement. 
(p57)

Spice Temple An at-
mospheric underground 
den dealing in intense 
flavours. (p58)

Best Japanese
Tetsuya’s Book months 
ahead for this ground-
breaking restaurant’s 
Japanese-French degus-
tation. (p57)

Cho Cho San Japanese 
elegance celebrated in 
both the decor and the 
cuisine. (p126)

Best South 
American
Porteño Delicious slow-
cooked meat and buck-
etloads of atmosphere. 
(p108)

Bodega Latin-influenced 
tapas, loud music and a 
festive vibe. (p109)

Best Cafes
Three Blue Ducks 
Serves the sort of crea-
tive cafe fare that Sydney 
excels in. (p162)

Single Origin Roasters 
Serious caffeine fiends 
serving tasty bites, too. 
(p110)

Best Bakeries
Bourke Street Bakery 
Neighbourhood legend 
serving delectable 
pastries, both sweet and 
savoury. (p109)

Adriano Zumbo The 
macaron man spreads 
joy in multiple Sydney 
locations. (p77)

Sydney’s cuisine rivals that of any world city. 
Melbourne makes a big deal of its Mediterranean 
melting pot, but Sydney truly celebrates Austral-

-

Americas and, of course, its colonial past.

Where to Eat
Sydney’s top restaurants are properly pricey, but 
eating out needn’t be expensive. There are plenty 
of ethnic eateries where you can grab a cheap 
pizza or a zingy bowl of noodles. Cafes are a good 
bet for a solid, sometimes adventurous and usually 
reasonably priced meal.

Advance Australian Fare
Australia is blessed with first-rate produce from 
farms and fisheries across the nation. The tropical 
north provides pineapples, mangoes and even win-
ter strawberries, while cooler southern climes lend 
themselves to fine wines and cheeses. These come 
together in a fresh, flavoursome, multicultural col-
lision on dining tables across Sydney.

Wine & BYO
Most licensed restaurants have a respectable wine 
list and there’s almost always at least a handful 
of wines sold by the glass. Sydney is blessed with 
enlightened licensing laws that allow you to BYO 
(bring your own) wine and sometimes beer to 
restaurants with a BYO licence. You’ll usually be 
charged a corkage fee (even if your bottle’s got a 
screw cap) at either a per-person or per-bottle rate, 
but it’s generally cheaper than choosing off the 
wine list.

Best Modern 
Australian
Quay Inventive fine din-
ing with the best views in 
Sydney. (p35)

Rockpool Celebrity chef 
Neil Perry’s flagship is 
one of Sydney’s very best 
eateries. (p57)

Eating
Best

y Top Tips
 Tipping isn’t 

compulsory in 
Australia, but if the 
service is passable 
most folks tip 10% 
(particularly at bet-
ter restaurants). If 
anything gets your 
goat, you don’t have 
to tip at all. Tipping 
isn’t expected at 
cafes, but there’s 
often a jar where 
customers can sling 
loose change.
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 Best Eating  169168  Best Eating

Bondi Beach  
(p134)
A quintessential Sydney 
experience, Bondi Beach 
offers munificent oppor-
tunities for lazing on the 
sand, languishing in bars 
and cafes, carving up the 
surf, splashing about in 
the shallows and swim-
ming in sheltered pools.

Royal Botanic 
Garden (p26)
Although the bustle of 
the city couldn’t be closer, 
this spacious garden is 
superbly tranquil – the 
only conspicuous traffic is 
the purposeful procession 
of ferries on the harbour.

Art Gallery of NSW 
(p48)
The stately neoclassical 
facade of the Art Gallery 
of NSW doesn’t divulge 
the exuberance of the 
collection within. Step 
inside and enter a world 
of creativity.

Sydney Opera House (p24)
Striking, unique, curvalicious – is there a sexier building on the planet? What 
goes on inside (opera, theatre, dance, concerts) is almost as interesting as the 
famous exterior.
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Coastal walk from Bondi (p134) to Coogee (p139)
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 Bondi to Coogee  163

1 Bondi Beach
Starting at Bondi 
Beach (p134), take the 
stairs up the south end 
to Notts Ave, passing 
above the glistening 
Bondi Icebergs pool 
complex. Step onto the 
clifftop trail at the end 
of Notts Ave. Walking 
south, the blustery 
sandstone cliffs and 
grinding Pacific Ocean 
couldn’t be more 
spectacular (watch for 
dolphins, whales and 
surfers).

2 Tamarama 
Beach
Small but perfectly 
formed Tamarama 
Beach (p138) has a 
deep reach of sand, 
totally disproportionate 
to its width.

3 Bronte Beach
Descend from the 
clifftops onto Bronte 
Beach (p138) and take 
a dip, lay out a picnic 
under the Norfolk 
Island pines or head to 
a cafe for a snack and a 
caffeine hit. After your 
break, pick up the path 
at the other end of the 
beach.

4 Waverley 
Cemetery
Some famous Austral-
ians are among the 
subterranean deni-
zens of the amazing 
cliff-edge Waverley 
Cemetery (p138). On a 
clear day this is a prime 
vantage point for whale 
watchers.

5 Clovelly Beach
Pass the locals enjoying 
a beer or a game of lawn 
balls at the Clovelly 
Bowling Club, then 
breeze past the cocka-
toos and canoodling 
lovers in Burrows Park 
to sheltered Clovelly 
Beach (p139), a fave 
with families.

6 Gordons Bay
Follow the footpath up 
through the car park, 
along Cliffbrook Pde, 
then down the steps to 
the upturned dinghies 
lining Gordons Bay, one 
of Sydney’s best shore-
dive spots.

7 Dolphin Point
This grassy tract at 
Coogee Beach’s northern 
end has superb ocean 
views and the Giles 
Baths ocean pool. A 
sobering shrine com-

memorates the 2002 
Bali bombings. Coogee 
was hit hard by the trag-
edy, with 20 of the 89 
Australians killed com-
ing from hereabouts. Six 
members of the Coogee 
Dolphins rugby league 
team died in the blast.

8 Coogee Beach
The trail then lands 
you smack-bang onto 
glorious Coogee Beach 
(p139). Swagger up 
to the rooftop of the 
Coogee Pavilion (p143) 
and toast your efforts 
with a cold beverage.

2 The Walk
Arguably Sydney’s most famous, most popular and 
best walk, this coastal path shouldn’t be missed. 
Both ends are well connected to bus routes, as are 
most points in between should you feel too hot and 
bothered to continue – although a cooling dip at 
any of the beaches en route should cure that (pack 
your swimmers). There’s little shade on this track, 
so make sure you dive into a tub of sunscreen 
before setting out.

Start Bondi Beach; J 380

Finish Coogee Beach; J 372, 373

Length 6km; three hours

5 Take a Break
The best lunch option is Bronte’s Three Blue 
Ducks (p140). To get there, cut through the reserve 
immediately before Waverley Cemetery and head 
up Macpherson St.
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enter the bus. If you’ll be 
catching buses a lot (but 
not trains or ferries), con-
sider a prepaid 10-ride 
TravelTen ticket (sections 
1-2/3-5/6+ $20/31/38).

Boat
y Best for… Taronga 
Zoo, Balmain, Cockatoo 
Island, Watsons Bay and 
Manly.

 Most Sydney  
Ferries (%131 500; www.
transportnsw.info) boats 
operate between 6am 
and midnight. The stand-
ard single fare for most 
harbour destinations is 
$6.20; boats to Manly, 
Sydney Olympic Park and 
Parramatta cost $7.60.

 Private companies 
Manly Fast Ferry (%02-
9583 1199; www.manlyfast 
ferry.com.au; adult/child 
$9/6) and Sydney Fast 
Ferries (%02-9818 6000; 
www.sydneyfastferries.com.
au; adult/child $9.75/7.50; 
W)
blast from Circular Quay 
to Manly in 18 minutes.

 Water taxis are a fast 
way to shunt around the 
harbour (Circular Quay to 
Watsons Bay in as little as 
15 minutes). Companies 
will quote on any pick-up 
point within the harbour 
and the river, including 
private jetties, islands 
and other boats.

Light Rail
y Best for… Pyrmont 
& Glebe

 Trams run between 
Central and Dulwich Hill, 
stopping in Chinatown, 
Darling Harbour, the Star 
casino, Sydney Fish Mar-
ket and Glebe en route.

 Tickets cost $3.80 for a 
short journey and $4.80 
for a longer one, and can 
be purchased from the 
conductor.

Taxi
y Best for… Short trips 
around town.

 Metered taxis are easy 

city and inner suburbs, 

Arriving in 
Sydney
y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p17.

Sydney Airport
 The vast majority of 

visitors to Sydney ar-
rive at Sydney Airport 
(%02-9667 9111; www.
sydneyairport.com.au; Airport 
Dr, Mascot), 10km south of 
the city centre.

 Taxi fares to the city 
centre are approximately 
$45 to $55.

 Airport shuttles head 
to hotels and hostels 
in the city centre, and 
some reach surround-
ing suburbs and beach 
destinations. Operators 
include Sydney Airporter 
(%02-9666 9988; www.
kst.com.au; adult/child 
$15/10), Super Shuttle 
(SSS; %1300 018 460; www.
signaturelimousinessydney.
com.au), Airport Shuttle 
North (%1300 505 100; 
www.airportshuttlenorth.
com; to Manly 1/2/3 people 
$41/51/61) and Manly 
Express (%02-8068 8473; 
www.manlyexpress.com.
au; to Manly 1/2/3 people 
$43/58/68).

 Airport Link (www.
airportlink.com.au; adult/
child $18/14; h4.30am-
12.30am) runs trains from 
both the domestic and 
international terminals, 
connecting into the 
main train network. 
They’re frequent (every 
10 minutes), easy to use 
and quick (13 minutes 
to Central), but airport 
tickets are charged at a 
hefty premium.

 There’s a direct bus to 
Bondi Junction ($4.50, 
1¼ hours), which departs 
roughly every 20 minutes.

Getting 
Around
Sydneysiders love to 
complain about their 
public transport system, 
but visitors should find 
it easy to navigate. The 
train system is the lynch-
pin, with lines radiating 
out from Central station.

Train
y Best for… Getting to 
Circular Quay, the city 
centre, Newtown, Surry 
Hills, Darlinghurst, Kings 
Cross and Bondi Junction.

 Sydney Trains (%131 
500; www.sydneytrains.info) 

has a large suburban rail-
way web with relatively 
frequent services.

 Trains run from around 
5am to 1am.

 A short inner-city one-
way trip costs $4.

 If you don’t have an 
Opal card, purchase your 
ticket in advance from an 
automated machine or 
a counter at the bigger 
stations.

Bus
y Best for… Short 
journeys, and all the 
places the train doesn’t 
go, especially the Eastern 
Beaches.

 Sydney Buses (%131 
500; www.sydneybuses.info) 
has an extensive network, 
operating from around 
5am to midnight when 
less frequent NightRide 
services commence.

 You can buy a ticket 
from the driver on most 
services ($2.40 to $4.70, 
depending on the length 
of the journey), but 
you’ll need an Opal card 
or prepaid paper ticket 
(available at newsagents, 
convenience stores 
and supermarkets) for 
prepay-only services.

 Prepaid tickets need to 
be dunked into the green 
ticket machines as you 

Tickets & Passes
 Although you can still buy individual tickets for most public transport ser-

vices, a smartcard system called Opal (www.opal.com.au) also operates.

 The card can be obtained (for free) and loaded with credit at numerous 
newsagencies and convenience stores across Sydney.

 When commencing and completing a journey you’ll need to touch the card 
to an electronic reader.

 Advantages include cheaper single journeys, daily charges capped at $15 
($2.50 on Sundays) and free travel after taking any eight journeys in a week 
(it resets itself every Monday). You can use the Opal card at the airport train 
stations, but none of the aforementioned bonuses apply.

 Paper-based MyMulti passes can be purchased at ferry and train ticket 

as opposed to the $15 Opal cap.

Getting Around   185184  Survival Guide
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Surry Hills & 
Darlinghurst (p98)
Home to a mishmash of 
inner-city hipsters, 
yuppies, a large gay and 
lesbian community, and 
an array of excellent 
bars and eateries.

Top SightsE
Australian Museum

Bondi to Coogee 
(p132)
Improbably good- 
looking arcs of sand 
framed by jagged cliffs, 
the Eastern Beaches are 
a big part of the Sydney 
experience.

Top SightsE
Bondi Beach

Manly (p148)
The only place in Sydney 
where you can catch a 
ferry to swim in the 
ocean, Manly caps off 
the harbour with 
scrappy charm.

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Taronga Zoo

Kings Cross & 
Potts Point (p120)
Strip joints, tacky tourist 
shops and backpacker 
hostels bang heads with 
classy restaurants, 
boozy bars and 
gorgeous guesthouses 
as ‘the Cross’ pumps 
24/7.

#E
Taronga Zoo
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Art Gallery
of NSW

Australian
Museum

Circular Quay & 
The Rocks (p22)
The historic heart of 
Sydney, containing its 
most famous sights.

Top SightsE
Sydney Opera House
Royal Botanic Garden
Sydney Harbour Bridge

City Centre & 
Haymarket (p46)
Sydney’s central 
business district offers 
plenty of choices for 
shopping, eating and 
sightseeing, with colonial 
buildings scattered 
among the skyscrapers.

Top SightsE
Art Gallery of NSW

Darling Harbour & 
Pyrmont (p68)
Unashamedly tourist 
focused, Darling 
Harbour tempts visitors 
to its shoreline bars and 
restaurants with 
fireworks displays and a 
sprinkling of glitz.

Top SightsE
Sydney Sea Life Aquarium

Inner West (p80)
Quietly bohemian Glebe 
and more loudly 
bohemian Newtown are 
the most well known of 
the Inner West’s tightly 
packed suburbs, 
grouped around the 
University of Sydney.

A

Sydney
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

Paddington (p118)
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Woolloomoolo Finger Wharf (p123)
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dockworkers and randy 
marines, the Finger Wharf 
is now full of movie-star 
apartments, luxurious  
hotel rooms and top-
dollar restaurants. Thank-
fully, the beer and pies 
remain.

A Day in Watsons 
Bay (p146)

 Beaches
 Views

This once remote fish-
ing village has some of 
Sydney’s best harbour 
beaches and most 
dramatic clifftop views. 
Ogle the city’s priciest 
harbourside real estate 
on the ferry ride, then 
stake your claim to one 
of the neighbourhood’s 
hidden beaches.

A Journey up the 
Parramatta River 
(p42)

 River life
 Industrial sites

Circular Quay may seem 
like the heart of the city, 
but Sydney’s geographical 
centre is actually 20km 
upstream in Parramatta. 
A ferry ride west displays 
a different side of the 
city, revealing historic 
working-class neighbour-
hoods and the remnants 
of riverside industry.

City Escapes (p50)
 Urban parks
 Imposing buildings

Macquarie St was the 
civic showcase of the 
early convict colony and 
it is no less so today. 

Nearby Martin Place and 
Pitt St are (respectively) 
the city’s main financial 
and retail strips. When 
the pace gets too hectic, 
the city’s spacious parks 
provide solace.

Studying the 
University of 
Sydney (p82)

 Museums
 Student hang-outs

The large campus of 
Sydney Uni dominates 
the suburbs on the city’s 
western flank. While its 
Hogwartsian stone walls 
may suggest primness 
and properness, that’s 
quite far from the reality 
of Sydney student life.

A Saturday in 
Paddington (p118)

 Markets
 Cafes & bars

Paddington revels in its 
reputation as the city’s 
fashion and art quarter, 
and although its bou-
tiques may be struggling 
to compete with nearby 
megamalls, its leafy 
streets still offer plenty of 
neighbourhood charm.

Wandering Around 
Woolloomooloo 
(p122)

 Historic wharf
 Backstreet pubs

Woolloomooloo’s rough-
edged reputation has taken 
a beating in recent years. 
Once known for its sozzled 
seadogs, tough-as-nails 

After checking out the tourist sights, take some time to see what the locals are up 

educational and fashion districts.

Other great places 
and ways to experi-
ence the city like a 
local:

Yum cha in Chinatown 
(p58)

Darlinghurst’s gay 
scene (p112)

Strolling along the 
Corso in Manly (p154)

Barracking for the Sea 
Eagles in a Manly pub 
(p153)

Chippendale (p86)

Searching for black 
gold in Surry Hills 
(p110)

Sydney
Local Life

Local Life  1312

For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p181)

Currency
Australian dollar ($)

Language
English

Visas
The only visitors who do not require a visa 
in advance of arriving in Australia are New 

Zealanders.

Money
There are ATMs everywhere and major 

credit cards are widely accepted.

Mobile Phones
Most international phones will work on the 

Australian network and accept local SIM 
cards. Quad-band North American and 

Japanese handsets will work but need to be 
unlocked to accept a SIM.

Time
Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus 10 

hours)

Plugs & Adaptors
Standard voltage is 220 to 240 volts AC 

the top two pins angled.

Tipping

restaurants (up to 10%) and in taxis (round up 
to the nearest dollar).

Arriving in Sydney
The vast majority of visitors to Sydney arrive 
at Sydney Airport (%02-9667 9111; www.

south of the city centre. Long-distance trains 
chug into Sydney’s Central station.

A From Sydney Airport
Destination         Best Transport 
Circular Quay & 
the Rocks

Sydney Airporter 
Shuttle

City Centre Sydney Airporter 
Shuttle

Newtown Taxi

Bondi Taxi

Manly Manly Express 
Shuttle

A At the Airport
Sydney Airport The airport has separate 
international (T1) and domestic (T2 and 

and rental-car counters. The international 
terminal offers plenty of opportunity for 
duty-free shopping.

Getting Around
Visitors should find Sydney’s public transport 
easy to use and reasonably efficient. You’re 
best to obtain an Opal smartcard (free from 
newsagents; p185) and load money on to it 

L Train

reliable and reasonably frequent central 
services.

J Bus
Buses will get you to all the places that  

and Vaucluse.

U Light Rail

N Ferry
An excellent way to see the harbour and the 

and Balmain.

K Car

liability around the central city due to hefty 
parking charges.

K Taxi
Reasonably priced for short trips around 
central neighbourhoods.

N Water Taxi
Expensive but quick and flexible way of  
getting around the harbour.

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than $190 

  Dorm beds $22–$52

  Hanging out at the beach or free sights

  

cheap noodles for lunch and dinner: all up $15

Midrange $190–$320 
  Private room with bathroom $100–$200

  Cafe breakfast and lunch: $15 each

  Two-course dinner with glass of wine $45

Top End more than $320 
  Four-star hotel from $200

  Three-course dinner with wine in top 
restaurant $120–$200

  Opera ticket $150

  Taxis $50

Useful Websites
  Destination NSW (www.sydney.com)  

Official visitors’ guide.

  City of Sydney (www.cityofsydney.nsw.
gov.au) Visitor information.

  Sydney Morning Herald (www.smh.com.
au) Daily newspaper.

  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
sydney) Destination information.

Advance Planning
Three months prior Book accommodation; 

insurance are in order.

One month prior Book top restaurants; 
check to see if your visit coincides with any 
major events or shows and book tickets.

A week prior Check the Sydney news sites 
and what’s-on lists.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

offices shut up shop. 
On Good Friday, Easter 
Sunday, Anzac Day and 
Christmas Day, most 
shops are closed. Public 
holidays include the  
following:

New Year’s Day 1 January

Australia Day 26 January

Easter (Good Friday to 
Easter Monday) March/
April

Anzac Day 25 April

Queen’s Birthday  
Second Monday in June

Bank Holiday First Mon-
day in August (only banks 
are closed)

Labour Day First Monday 
in October

Christmas Day 25 
December

Boxing Day 26 December
Something else to 
consider when planning 
a Sydney visit is school 

holidays, when accom-
modation rates soar and 
everything gets decidedly 
hectic. Sydney students 
have a long summer 
break that includes 
Christmas and most of 
January. Other school 
holidays fall around 
March to April (Easter), 
late June to mid-July, and 
late September to early 
October.

Telephone
y Top Tip Toll-free 
numbers start with the 

-
bers that start with 1300 
are charged at the cost of 
a local call.

 Public telephones, 
which can be found 
all over the city, take 
phonecards, credit cards 
and occasionally (if the 
coin slots aren’t jammed 
up) coins.

 Australia’s country 
code: 61

 Sydney’s area code: 02 
(drop the zero when dial-
ling into Australia)

 International access 
code: 0011 (used when 
dialling other countries 
from Australia)

Mobile Phones

 Australian mobile 
phone numbers have 

-
ing with 04.

 Australia’s digital 
network is compatible 
with most international 
phones, with the excep-
tion being some phones 
from the USA and Japan. 
Quad-band US/Japa-
nese phones will work, 
but if you want to use 
an Australian SIM card, 
you’ll need an unlocked 
handset.

Electricity

Emergency
Call %000 for police, 
ambulance or fire 
brigade.

Money
y Top Tip Travellers 
cheques are something 
of a dinosaur these days, 
and they won’t be ac-
cepted everywhere. It’s 
easier not to bother with 
them.

 The unit of currency 
is the Australian dollar, 
which is divided into 100 
cents.

 Notes are colourful, 
plastic and washing- 
machine-proof, in 
denominations of $100, 
$50, $20, $10 and $5.

 Coins come in $2, $1, 
50¢, 20¢, 10¢ and 5¢. The 
old 2¢ and 1¢ coins have 
been out of circulation 
for years, so shops round 
prices up (or down) to the 
nearest 5¢. Curiously, $2 
coins are smaller than $1.

ATMs

 Central Sydney is 
chock-full of banks with 
24-hour ATMs that will 
accept debit and credit 
cards linked to interna-
tional network systems 
(Cirrus, Maestro, Visa, 
MasterCard etc).

 Most banks place 
a $1000 limit on the 
amount you can withdraw 
daily.

 
pubs and clubs, although 
these usually charge 
slightly higher fees.

 Shops and retail outlets 
usually have Eftpos facili-
ties, which allow you to 
pay for purchases with 
your debit or credit card.

Credit Cards

 Visa and MasterCard 
are widely accepted at 
larger shops, restaurants 
and hotels, but not neces-
sarily at smaller shops 
or cafes.

 Diners Club and Ameri-
can Express are less 
widely accepted.

Money Changers

 Exchange bureaux are 
dotted around the city 
centre, Kings Cross and 
Bondi.

 Shop around as rates 
vary and most outlets 
charge some sort of  
commission.

 The counters at the 
airport are open until the 

here aren’t quite as good 
as they are in the city.

Tipping
In Sydney, most services 
don’t expect a tip, so you 
shouldn’t feel pressured 
into giving one. If the 
service is good, however, 
it is customary to tip wait 
staff in restaurants (up 
to 10%) and taxi drivers 
(round up to the nearest 
dollar).

Public Holidays
y Top Tip Most public 
holidays cleverly morph 
into long weekends (three 
days), so if a holiday such 
as New Year’s Day falls 
on a weekend, the follow-
ing Monday is usually a 
holiday.
On public holidays, gov-
ernment departments, 
banks, offices and post 

240V/50Hz

Money-Saving Tips
 -

rants, you can save a pretty penny at some of them if you know when to go. 
Keep an eye out for set-price lunch specials and pre-theatre menus.

 

Square tower. They’re not cheap bars, but a cocktail will cost less than the 
price of visiting Sydney Tower.

 Rather than booking an expensive harbour cruise, grab a ferry to Manly to 
explore the outer harbour and a Parramatta river service to head upstream.

Essential Information   189188  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Sydney 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Sydney 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Sydney ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   33 19/08/2011   11:09:12 AM

00000
000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000000
000000000000
000000000000
000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000
000000000000000000000000 0000000 00000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00
000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000 000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000

0000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
0000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000
00000

000000000000000000
00000000000000
000000000000000000

00000000000000
0000000000000000

000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000

00000000 0000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000

####

#
00000000
000000

0000000000

######

¡¡¡¡¡##############

000
¡¡##
00000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000##

¡¡¡¡¡############

##

#

þþ######

þ##

00000000000000000
##
000000000000000000
00000000ææ
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000#########

############

#

0
###

#####

##

0
######

Pont du
Carroussel

Pont
Royal

1er1er

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000NaNap

0000000000000000000000000000000000000Pl d

00000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000P

Roy0000000000000000RRoRoy

00000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000l dl d

0000
Ca
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000aC el

Jardin duJa dinn
CarrouselC useelu l

Pl desPl desPl de
yramidesyr

000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000

miammramyramideam

dessde
esess

ppééérrraaRRRR
ddee

RRR
dddeee

RRRRR
icicic

hhheee
lllieieieieie
uuuAAAvvAAA

dd ##eee
lll''OO

ppééérraa

00000000000000000
sss T0000000000000TTuuuTTTTTT iil0000000000ilileee

0000000
rrries00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000ieiesiessie000000
iesies

QQQ ddduu LLoouuvvrree

AA0000AAAAAAvvvv
dd0000000000dddduuuu00

0000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000GGGG00000000000
0000000000000000000000000000éé000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000n00000000000000000000000000000000000éé00000000000000000r0000000000000000

a

000000000r000000000000000000000000000000

ll000000000000000000000000000000
00LL00000000000000000000000000000e00000000000000000000
00000000000000000000mm00000000000000000000000000o0000

nn000000000000000000000000000000nn
nnniiii
eeerrr

RR VViilllleeddoo

RRR
dduu

MM
aarr

cchh
ééé

St
-H

oonn
or

é

R
d

R
d''

AAlll
ggggeee
rrrr

RR
G
ai

G
ai

llo
n

llo
n

oouurrgggg SSSttt-HHoonnoorréé

RR
M

oli
M

oliè
reèr
e

RRR
ddee

ll''EEE
cchhh
eell

llee

RRRR TTTThhhhéééérrèèsseee

inneess

RR DDaanniieellllleee CCaaassaannoovvaa

RR
ddee

llaa
SSoo

uurr
ddii

èèrrr
eeee

aabbboooorrrr

RR
SSSttt

-RR
oocc

hh

RRRR ddeesss PPeettiiitttss CChhhaammpp

PyramidessesPyra

TTuileriesT

Palais Royal Pala Royal –oyayalais Roalais RoPalaisPalais Royal –Roy
e
0000000000

M
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000sée de due duuuséuséée

e000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000vrevreLou

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000 duduus

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000L

Jardinn ddeesssdindinn dd
Tuilerieiess

0000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000le

cece
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000PP aceac

ndômeendômendôme
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000Venen0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000006

2222222

14

16

23 242

11110000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

RR
d'

AA

éééé

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
##0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

i

r
n

00000
000
00000
00000
000
0000000
000000
000000000
0000
0000000

####

edddRRndômee000000000000000000000

RRRRRlll000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000u0000000000000000000000T

66 p p

Legend has it 
self, wielding ff
liberate this ti
upholstered b
the Ritz’s show
photos taken b
martinis in tow
(www.ritzparis.co
VendômVV e, 1er; h

Kong

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

#æ

#û

R
de

cines

R

Place
Vendô6

16

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   28 19/08/2011   11:08:57 AM

Lonely Planet’s 
 Sydney 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Sydney .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
j Tram
d Train
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Annual Sydney to Hobart yacht race with Sydney Harbour Bridge 
(p28) in the background.
POMINOZ / SHUTTERSTOCK ©

                    Sydney Top Sights .....................................................8

Sydney Local Life ..................................................... 12

Sydney Day Planner ................................................ 14

Need to Know ........................................................... 16

Sydney Neighbourhoods ........................................ 18

Welcome to 
Sydney

 Canberra may be the capital, but Sydney is Australia’s first 
city. The nation’s birthplace is exuberant, sassy and stacks 
of fun. Brash and shallow? Whatever… Sydney’s sunny 
self-confidence is reinforced by its famously picturesque 
harbour and beautiful beaches. And if it’s ever feeling blasé 
about its natural assets, a dizzying whirl of shopping, dining 
and partying carries on regardless.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Sydney Opera House (p24)
 Striking, unique, curvalicious – is there a sexier building on the planet? What 
goes on inside (opera, theatre, dance, concerts) is almost as interesting as the 
famous exterior.
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