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In This Book

 Best Always-Free 
Museums
Baba House One of Sin-
gapore’s best-preserved 
Peranakan dwellings. 
(p72 )

NUS Museum Three 
well-curated galleries 
showcasing ancient and 
modern Asian art and 
artefacts. (p144 )

Changi Museum & 
Chapel A moving tribute 
to Singapore’s dark-
est wartime chapter. 
(p91 )

Best Sometimes-
Free Museums
National Museum of 
Singapore Enjoy free 
entry to the museum’s 
Living History galleries 
daily from 6pm to 8pm. 
(p24 )

Singapore Art Museum 
One of Singapore’s art 

museums, free between 
6pm and 9pm on Friday. 
(p32 )

Best Free Art 
Galleries
Gillman Barracks Top-
tier private international 
galleries from cities like 
New York and Berlin at 
a former British military 
barracks. (p144 )

MICA Building Riverside 
gallery complex show-
casing contemporary 
Asian talent. (p36 )

Chan Hampe Galleries 
One of several galleries in 
the Raffles Hotel Arcade 
exhibiting respected 
local and regional artists. 
(p45 )

Utterly Art A pocket-
sized Chinatown space 
spotlighting local and 
regional talent. (p84 )

Best Free 
Entertainment
Esplanade – Theatres 
on the Bay Singapore’s 
striking arts hub delivers 
regular free concerts and 
events. (p44 )

Marina Bay Sands 
Home to Wonder Full, a 
twice-nightly light, laser, 
and water spectacular 
choreographed to a stir-
ring score. (p46 )

Gardens by the Bay 
Singapore’s latest oasis 
comes with an after-dark 
sound and light show. 
(p28 )

Little India Soak up 
the chaos and scents 
of Singapore’s most 
colourful, hyperactive 
neighbourhood. (p92)

Chinatown A visceral 
jungle of heady temples, 
heritage shop-houses 
and wriggling market 
produce. (p64)

 Best Skyline Vistas
New Asia Spectacular 
Singapore River pano-
rama; whitewashed colo-
nial buildings northside, 
CBD towers southside. 
(p42 )

1-Altitude The world’s 
tallest alfresco bar in 
the heart of the CBD. 
(p80 )

Pinnacle@Duxton A 
panoramic sweep of 
shophouses, skyscrap-
ers and cargo from 
atop the world’s tallest 
public housing complex. 
(p75 )

Orgo Breathtaking 
skyscraper views from 
the rooftop bar at 
Esplanade – Theatres on 
the Bay. (p41 )

Best for 
Architecture Buffs
Gardens by the Bay 
High-tech trees, bio-
domes and striking 
sculptures. (p28 )

Esplanade – Theatres 
on the Bay Bold and 
controversial, Singa-
pore’s ‘giant durian’ de-
livers countless dramatic 
angles. (p44 )

Chinatown Ornate 
heritage shophouses and 
old, smokey temples. 
(p64)

Marina Bay Sands A 
three-tower sci-fi fan-
tasy with a cantilevered 
skydeck. (p46 )

Emerald Hill Rd An 
evocative mix of lantern-
lit shophouses and ele-
gant, early-20th-century 
residences. (p52 )

Best Is-This-
Really-Singapore? 
Backdrops
Little India Technicolor 
facades, shrines and 
garland stalls, mini 
mountains of spice and 
dazzling saris. (p92)

Kampong Glam An 
Arabian Nights fantasy of 
late-night shisha cafes, 
intricate Persian rugs 
and a storybook, golden-
domed mosque. (p92)

Pulau Ubin Tin-roof 
shacks, free-roaming 
farm animals and ram-
bling jungle wilderness 
channel a Singapore long 
since lost. (p90)

Geylang Rd, Geylang 
An after-dark otherworld 
of neon-lit karaoke bars, 
kopitiams and seedy side 
streets of temples and 
hookers. (p88)

 Believe it or not, it is possible to savour some of 
Singapore’s top o  erings without reaching for 
your wallet. Whether you’re into ancient artefacts, 
contemporary art, million-dollar lightshows or live-
music gigs, you’re bound to  nd it, free of charge. 
And then there’s the simple pleasure of hitting the 
city’s older, colour-saturated neighbourhoods, 
where daily life is the best show in town. 
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 Admit it: posting hot travel shots online to 
torture friends is fun. And while it might surprise 
you, Singapore makes the perfect partner in 
crime. From dramatic skyline panoramas to 
close-up shots of brightly coloured shutters, 
market produce and lurid tropical  ora, the city is 
ridiculously photogenic. So take aim, shoot and 
expect no shortage of gratifying Likes.
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Don’t Miss
Reflections at Bukit Chandu
 Commemorating the last stand of the Malay Regi-
ment against the Japanese in 1942,   Reflections 
at Bukit Chandu (www.nhb.gov.sg; 31K Pepys Rd; adult/
child $2/1; h9am-5.30pm Tue-Sun; mPasir Panjang) 
combines first-hand accounts, personal artefacts 
and films to describe the brutal battle that almost 
wiped out the regiment.

Kent Ridge Park
 Behind Reflections you’ll find  Kent Ridge Park. 
It’s strangely deserted so you’ll have its short yet 
wonderful canopy walk pretty much to yourself. 
From here, stroll downhill to  HortPark.

Forest Walk
 From HortPark, a leaf-like bridge crosses over 
Alexandra Rd, leading to the stunning Forest 
Walk. While you can opt for the Earth trail, the 
Elevated Walkway is more appealing, offering 
eye-level views of the jungle canopy covering 
Telok Blangah Hill.

Henderson Waves
 Further along you’ll hit the remarkable Hender-
son Waves, an undulating sculptural walkway 
suspended 36m above the forest floor. The towers 
that seem to rise straight out of the jungle are 
part of Reflections at Keppel Bay – a residential 
development designed by world-renowned archi-
tect Daniel Libeskind.

Mt Faber
 Stretching 166m above the southern fringe of 
the city, Mt Faber’s terraced trails wind past 
strategically positioned viewpoints. It’s here 
you’ll find the cable-car service to HarbourFront 
and Sentosa.

y�Top Tips
 The best time to 

hit the trail is late 
afternoon. You avoid 
the worst of the midday 
heat and can make it 
to Mt Faber in time for 
sunset drinks or dinner.

 Wear comfortable 
shoes, sunglasses and a 
sunhat. If rain is on the 
cards, bring an umbrella. 
And always pack plenty 
of water.

 Bring your camera. 
The walk delivers beauti-
ful views of the city, 
jungle and South China 
Sea.

 If you encounter mon-
keys, do not feed them. 
This only encourages 
them to pester humans.

5�Take a Break
For drinks and yakitori 
with stunning island 
and sea views, head to 
Moonstone (p146).

For more casual bites, 
opt for Spuds & Aprons 
(p146), also atop Mt 
Faber.

 A series of parks and hills connecting Mt Faber 
to West Coast Park, the Southern Ridges will have 
you trekking through the jungle without ever re-
ally leaving the city. While the whole route spans 
9km, the best stretch is from Kent Ridge Park to 
Mt Faber. It’s relatively easy, and serves up some 
stunning sights, from lofty skyline and jungle 
vistas to a seriously striking, wave-like walkway.

 1 Map p142 ; D3

www.nparks.gov.sg

mPasir Panjang
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Henderson Waves walkway

Top Sights
   Southern Ridges

Southern RidgesSouthwest Singapore 141140
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architect Moshe Safdie. 
The building consists of 
10 finger-like strcutures 
capped by skylights, 
lighting the galleries 
within. Beside the mu-
seum is the world’s first 
floating Louis Vuitton 
store.

4 Marina Bay 
Sands
 Both the ArtScience 
Museum and the Louis 
Vuitton store form 
part of the ambitious 
Marina Bay Sands 
integrated resort, home 
to the lavish Shoppes 
at Marina Bay Sands 
(p46 ) and a gravity-

defying cantilevered 
skydeck. Known as the 
‘SkyPark’, the deck is 
large enough to park 
four-and-a-half A380s. 
Catch the lift to Ku Dé 
Ta for a breathtaking 
vista. 

5 Gardens by the 
Bay
 From Marina Bay 
Sands, a pedestrian 
overpass leads you 
to Gardens by the 
Bay (p28 ), a 21st-
century park housing 
the world’s largest 
conservatories, an aerial 
walkway and state-of-
the-art Supertrees 

whose trunks contain 
solar hot water and 
photovoltaic collectors, 
rainwater harvesting 
devices and venting 
ducts.

2 The Walk
 Singapore is not marching towards the future – it 
is inventing it. Drunk on ambition, the city has 
been diligently revamping itself with a bold new 
wave of quirky, edgy and sometimes controversial 
developments. This walk will see you exploring the 
very heart of the ‘new Singapore’, Marina Bay, a 
daring precinct where cultural buildings echo fruits 
and flowers, where bridges recall DNA strings, and 
where botanic gardens look straight off the set of 
The Day of the Triffids. Welcome to tomorrow.

Start Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay; m Esplanade

Finish Gardens by the Bay; m Bayfront

Length 2km; three hours with stops

5 Take a Break
 End your time travel with sustainable fine dining 
at  Pollen (p39) or street food classics at breezy 
hawker centre  Satay by the Bay (p39). 

1 Esplanade – 
Theatres by the Bay
 Singapore’s head-turn-
ing Esplanade – 
Theatres on the Bay 
(p44 ) features a theatre 
and concert hall under 
two superstructures 
of double-glazed 
laminated glass and 
aluminium sunshades. 
Designed by Singapore’s 
DP Architects and Lon-
don’s Michael Wilford 
& Partners, its price-tag 
was a cool $600 million.

2 Helix Bridge
 Walk east along 
Marina Promenade to 
the 280m-long Helix 
Bridge. It’s the world’s 
first double-helix 
bridge, designed by 
Australia’s Cox Archi-
tecture and Singapore’s 
Architects 61. Viewing 
platforms offer an im-
pressive vantage point 
for photos across to Col-
lyer Quay, Merlion and 
Fullerton buildings.

3 ArtScience 
Museum
 The white, lotuslike 
building on the other 
side of the bridge is the 
ArtScience Museum 
(p35 ). Opened in 2011, 
the structure is the 
work of Israeli-born 
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  New-Millennium 
Singapore

Best Walks

 New-Millennium Singapore  153152
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(known as Downtown 
2 and Downtown 3) 
are scheduled to open 
in 2016 and 2017 
respectively.
 Trains run from 5.30am 
to midnight, running 
every two to three min-
utes during peak times 
and every five to seven 
minutes off-peak. 

Single-trip fares cost 
$1.40 to $2.50 (plus a 
$1 refundable deposit). 
If you’re planning on 
multiple trips, consider 
purchasing the more con-
venient EZ-Link card or 
Singapore Tourist Pass.

 Bus
  Singapore’s bus service 

is clean, extensive and 
frequent, reaching every 
corner of the island. The 
two main operators are 
 SBS Transit (%1800 287 
2727; www.sbstransit.com.sg) 
and  SMRT (www.smrt.com.
sg). Check the websites for 
information and routes.

 Fares range from $1 to 
$2.10 (less with an EZ-Link 
card). When boarding, 
drop the exact coins into 
the fare box (no change is 
given) or tap your EZ-Link 
card or Tourist Pass on the 
reader as you enter and 
exit the vehicle.

 SMRT also runs 
late-night bus services be-

tween the city and various 
suburbs from 11.30pm to 
2.30am on Fridays, Satur-
days and the eve of public 
holidays. The  at rate per 
journey is $4.50. See the 
website for route details.

 Taxi
  The ‘taxi issue’ is one of 

Singapore’s big unsolvable 
problems and  nding a 
taxi at certain times (peak 
hours, at night or when 
it’s raining) is harder than 
it should be.  The fare 
structure is complicated, 
but mercifully metered. 
Basic flagfall is $3 to 
$3.40, then $0.22 for 
every 400m. Some of the 
many surcharges include 
50% of the metered fare 
from midnight to 6am, 

25% of the metered fare 
between 6am and 9.30am 
Monday to Friday and 6pm 
to midnight daily, $5 for 
airport trips from 5pm to 
midnight Friday to Sunday 
($3 at all other times), 
$2.30 to $8 for phone 
bookings and 10% for 
credit-card payments. You 
can also pay using your 
EZ-Link transport card. 
For a comprehensive list of 
fares and surcharges, visit 
www.taxisingapore.com.

 You can  ag down a taxi 
any time, but in the city 
centre they are only at 
designated taxi stands.

 To order a taxi, call  Com-
fort Taxi and CityCab 
(%6552 1111),  Premier 
Taxis (%6363 6888) or 
 SMRT Taxis (%6555 8888).

 MRT The Mass Rapid 
Transit (MRT) is the best 
low-cost way to get into 
town. The station is locat-
ed below Terminals 2 and 
3, the fare to Orchard Rd 
is $2.30 and the journey 
takes around 40 minutes. 
Change trains at Tanah 
Merah (just cross the 
platform). Trains run 
between 5.30am (6am 
Sundays) and 11.18pm.

 Taxi Taxi lines at Changi 
are fast-moving and ef-
 cient. The fare structure 

is complicated, but count 
on spending between $18 
and $38 into the city cen-
tre. The most expensive 
time is between 5pm and 
6am, when numerous 
surcharges kick in. A 
four-seater limousine 
transfer service operates 
24 hours a day and costs 
a  at $55 ($60 for a sev-
en-seater) to anywhere 
on the island, plus $15 per 
additional stop. Enquire 
at the Ground Transport 
Desk at the airport.

Train
  Trains from Malaysia 

terminate at  Wood-
lands Train Checkpoint 
(11 Woodlands Crossing; 
g170, Causeway Link from 
Queen St). Trains depart 
daily from Butterworth at 
8am and Kuala Lumpur 
(KL) at 8.30am, 2pm and 

10.30pm. Journey time is 
14 hours from Butterworth 
and eight to 8½ hours 
from KL. You can book 
tickets either at the station 
or via the KTM website.

Bus
  Many buses arriving 

from Malaysia terminate 
at  Golden Mile Complex 
(Map p97; 5001 Beach Rd), 
close to Kampong Glam. 
From Johor Bahru in 
Malaysia,  Causeway Link 
(www.causewaylink.com.
my; one-way $2.50/RM2.60; 
hevery 15 to 30 mins, roughly 
6am-11.30pm) commuter 
buses run regularly to vari-
ous locations in Singapore, 
including Newton Circus, 
Jurong East Bus Terminal 
and Kranji MRT station.

Boat
 There are several main 
ferry terminals with ser-
vices from Malaysia and 
Indonesia.

 Changi Point Ferry 
Terminal (%6546 8518; 
51 Lorong Bekukong; mTanah 
Merah then bus 2) Located 
200m north of the 
Changi Bus Terminal.

 HarbourFront Cruise 
& Ferry Terminal (Map 
p142 , G5; %6513 2200; 
www.singaporecruise.com; 
mHarbourFront)  

 Tanah Merah Ferry 
Terminal (%6513 2200; 
www.singaporecruise.com; 
mTanah Merah then bus 35)  

Getting 
Around
y Top Tip Singapore is 
the easiest city in Asia 
to get around. The Tran-
sitLink Guide ($2.80 from 
Kinokuniya book store) 
lists all MRT and bus 
routes and includes maps 
showing the surrounding 
area of all MRT stations. 
For online bus informa-
tion, including the useful 
IRIS service (which o  ers 
live next-bus departure 
times), see www.sbstran-
sit.com.sg or download 
the ‘SBS Transit iris’ 
smartphone app. For train 
information, see www.
smrt.com.sg. There’s also 
a consolidated website at 
www.publictransport.sg.

Mass Rapid Transit 
(MRT)

   Singapore’s e   cient 
metro system has  ve 
lines: the North-South 
(Red Line), Northeast 
(Purple Line), East-West 
(Green Line), Circle Line 
(Yellow) and Downtown 
Line (Blue). Extensions 
of the Downtown line 

 Travel Passes
 There are two kinds of pass for Singapore public 
transport that save a lot of hassle buying tickets 
every time you travel.

  Buy the EZ-Link card from the customer 
service windows at MRT stations ($12, including a 
$5 nonrefundable deposit). The card can also be 
bought at 7-Elevens for $10 (which also includes a 
$5 nonrefundable deposit). The card is valid on all 
buses and trains and can be topped up with cash 
or ATM cards at station ticket machines.

 The Singapore Tourist Pass (www.thesinga-
poretouristpass.com.sg) o  ers unlimited travel 
on trains and most buses for $10 a day, plus a 
refundable $10 deposit.

Getting Around  177176  Survival Guide
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Asian
Civilisations
Museum

Chinatown
Heritage
Centre

National
Museum of
Singapore

Gardens by
the Bay

Chinatown, CBD & 
Tanjong Pagar 
(p64)
A contrasting mix of 
incense-heady temples 
and sizzling hawker 
centres, brazen 
skyscrapers and 
revamped shophouses 
jammed with trendy 
restaurants and bars. 

Top SightsE
Chinatown Heritage 
Centre

Colonial District, 
the Quays & Marina 
Bay (p22)
Dashing colonial 
buildings, modern 
marvels, world-class 
museums and riverfront 
wining and dining.

Top SightsE
National Museum of 
Singapore
Asian Civilisations 
Museum
Gardens by the Bay

Orchard Rd (p48)
Malls, malls, malls – 
from the futuristic to the 
downright retro, this 
air-conditioned 
thoroughfare of 
consumption is to retail 
what Las Vegas' Strip is 
to gambling.

Little India & 
Kampong Glam 
(p92)
The Singapore you 
didn't think existed: 
gritty, technicolor 
laneways bursting with 
spice stalls and shrines, 
whimsically domed 
mosques, sheesha cafes 
and independent 
fashion boutiques. 

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Singapore Zoo
Night Safari
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Southern
Ridges

Universal
Studios

Singapore
Botanic
Gardens

D

Singapore Zoo &
Night Safari (12km)

Sentosa (p112)
Welcome to Fantasy 
Island, a 'think big' 
playground of theme 
parks, activities and 
shows, sunset beach 
bars and marina-side 
dining.

Top SightsE
Universal Studios

Holland Village & 
Dempsey Hill 
(p126)
Latte-sipping expats, 
boutique antiques in 
converted colonial 
barracks and the 
luxurious sprawl of 
Singapore Botanic 
Gardens. You've made it, 
lah!

Top SightsE
Singapore Botanic 
Gardens

Southwest 
Singapore (p138)
An urban getaway of 
jungle canopy walks, 
hilltop cocktails, historic 
war sites and an 
off-the-radar cultural 
gem.

Top SightsE
Southern Ridges

 Singapore 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918
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2  Tan House
 As you walk up Buffalo Rd towards 
Serangoon Rd, look for an alley lead-
ing to Kerbau Rd on your left. Take a 
quick detour down it to be dazzled by 
Tan House. Sitting on the corner of 
the alley and Kerbau Rd, this is quite 
possibly Singapore’s most colourful 
building. Once you’ve picked up your 
jaw, head back onto Buffalo Rd.

3 Tekka Centre Wet Market
 If it’s morning, slip into   Tekka Centre 
Wet Market (cnr Serangoon & Buffalo Rds; 
h6am-1.30pm), where locals battle it 
out for the city’s freshest produce. It’s 
an intense place, stocking everything 
from fresh yoghurt and dried curry 
spices to bitter gourds, black-skin 
chicken and halal meats. If you’re 
after a sari, the top floor has an army 
of vendors.

4 Indian Heritage Centre
 Opening in 2015, the $12 million 
  Indian Heritage Centre (www.indian-
heritage.org.sg; cnr Campbell Ln & Clive St; 
mLittle India) explores the origins and 
heritage of Singapore’s Indian commu-
nity through artefacts, maps, archival 
footage and multimedia. The building 
itself is a striking contemporary state-
ment. Iridescent during the day, its 
translucent facade becomes trans-
parent at night, revealing a suitably 
colour-packed mural.

5 Thandapani Co
 Slip into Dunlop St and look for 
  Thandapani Co (124 Dunlop St). Adorned 

with hessian bags packed with chillies, 
fennel seeds and other Indian staples, 
this grocery shop is considered one of 
the city’s best spice vendors, stocking 
ingredients you won’t find elsewhere.

6 Abdul Gafoor Mosque
 Equally enticing is   Abdul Gafoor 
Mosque (41 Dunlop St; mLittle India), 
with its intriguing mix of Islamic and 
Victorian architecture. Completed in 
1910, it features an elaborate sundial 
crowning its main entrance, each 
of its 25 rays decorated with Arabic 
calligraphy denoting the names of 25 
prophets.

7 Sungei Road Thieves Market
 A ramshackle collection of tarpau-
lins and random junk,   Sungei Road 
Thieves Market (Sungei Rd, Weld Rd, 
Pasar Lane & Pitt St; hafternoons; mBugis) 
offers a glimpse into the city’s under-
belly. Amid the sea of dusty laptops, 
cassette tapes and worn stilettos, you 
may just find a true gem, from Chair-
man Mao dinner plates to a Mont 
Blanc pen.

8 Sungei Road Laksa
 End your local experience with a 
cheap, steamy fix at   Sungei Road 
Laksa (Block 27, Jalan Berseh #01-100, Jin 
Shui Kopitiam; laksa $2; h9am-6pm, closed 
1st & 3rd Wed of month). The fragrant, 
savoury coconut-base soup enjoys a 
cult following, and only charcoal is 
used to keep the precious gravy warm. 
To avoid the lunchtime crowds, head 
in before 11.30am or after 2pm.

Loud,  colourful and refreshingly 
raffish, Little India stands in 
contrast to the more staid parts of 
the city. Dive into a gritty, pun-
gent wonderland of dusty grocery 
shops, gold and sari traders, 
haggling Indian families and heady 
Hindu temples. Jumble them all to-
gether with a gut-busting booty of 
fiery eateries and you have Singa-
pore’s most hypnotic, electrifying 
urban experience. 

Local Life
   A Stroll in Little India

1 Buffalo Road
 Plunge into subcontinental Singa-
pore on  Buffalo Rd. It’s a bustling 
strip packed with brightly coloured 
facades, Indian produce shops, Hindu 
shrines and garland stalls. Flowers 
used to make the garlands are highly 
symbolic: both the lotus and white 
jasmine spell purity, while the yellow 
marigold denotes peace.
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p174)

  Currency
Singapore dollar ($)

 Languages
English, Mandarin, Malay and Tamil

 Visas
Citizens of the USA, UK, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, most European 

countries and Asean nations (except 
Myanmar) do not require visas for stays 

of either 30 or 90 days, depending on 
the individual country. Other visitors may 

require visas. See www.ica.gov.sg for 
speci  cs.

Money
ATMs are widely available and credit 

cards are accepted in all hotels and most 
restaurants.

  Mobile Phones
Singapore’s two cell networks (GSM900 

and GSM1800) are compatible with most 
of the world. Buy a local SIM card to keep 

costs down.

 Time
Singapore Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus 

eight hours)

 Plugs & Adaptors
Square, three-pin plugs of the type used in the 

UK; current is 220V to 240V.

 Tipping
Largely unexpected and unnecessary.

Arriving in 
 Singapore

Changi Airport (www.changiairport.com) is 
one of Asia’s main air hubs and Singapore’s 
major gateway. Easy connections to central 
Singapore via MRT train, public and shuttle 
bus 5.30am to midnight, $1.85 to $9. taxi 
ride costs around $18 to $38. Although more 
expensive, a taxi from Changi Airport is by 
far the quicker option, no matter which part 
of Singapore you’re staying in.A The most 
expensive times is between 5pm and 6am, 
when a whole raft of surcharges kick in. 
Four-seater limousine taxis cost $55 to any-
where on the island, plus $15 surcharge per 
additional stop. Seven-seater limousine taxis 
cost $60, plus $15 surcharge per additional 
stop. Enquire at the Ground Transport Desk 
at the airport.

A From Changi Airport
 Destination Best transport
Colonial District, the 
Quays & Marina Bay

MRT

Orchard Rd bus 36

Chinatown, CBD & 
Tanjong Pagar

MRT

Little India & Kampong 
Glam

MRT

Sentosa MRT, then Sentosa 
Express monorail

Holland Village & 
Tanglin Village

Holland Village: 
MRTTanglin Village: 
MRT, then bus 106

Southwest Singapore MRT

Getting Around
Public transport is efficient, safe and rela-
tively cheap. Buy an EZ-Link card at MRT train 
station counters ($12, including a $5 non-
refundable deposit) to save time and money. 
Cards are valid on both trains and buses, as 
well as in many taxis. Top up EZ-Link cards 
with cash or ATM cards at station ticket 
machines. The minimum top-up value is $10.

m MRT
Local metro with five colour-coded lines. Easi-
est way to get around (5.30am to midnight)

J Bus
Covers MRT areas and beyond (5.30am to 
midnight, plus a handful of night services).

K Taxi
Safe, honest and relatively cheap. Flag one 
at taxi stands or try your luck on the street. 
Book ahead if travelling in peak hours. Hefty 
surcharges apply during peak hours and from 
midnight to 6am.

Your Daily Budget
Budget under $100 

  Dorm bed $20–$40

  Meal at hawker centre $3–$10

  Beer at street stall $6

Midrange $100–$350 
  Double room in average hotel $100–$250

  Two-course dinner with wine $60

  Cocktail at hip bar $15–$30

Top end over $350 
  Four- and five-star double room $250–

$500

  Degustation menu at top-tier restaurant 
$250-plus

  Theatre ticket $150

Useful  Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/singa-
pore) Destination low-down, hotel bookings.

Your Singapore (www.yoursingapore.com) 
Tourist site with handy planning feature.

City Nomads (www.citynomads.com) Online 
guide to what’s hot and new in Singapore.

 Advance Planning
Two months before Book tickets to the 
Formula One or to short-run, Broadway-style 
musicals.

One month before Book a bunk if you plan 
on staying at a dorm over the weekend. 
Reserve a table at a top-tier restaurant.

One week before Scan the web for last-
minute deals and upcoming festivals. Book 
a cabana at rooftop bar Lantern.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716
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 Credit cards are widely 
accepted, except at hawker 
centres and food courts.

Telephone
    There are no area 

codes within Singapore; 
telephone numbers are 
eight digits unless you are 
calling toll-free (%1800).

 If you plan to use an 
unlocked phone in Singa-
pore, it’s usually cheaper 
to purchase a local SIM 
card and number for your 
mobile. Local SIM cards 
cost around $18 (includ-
ing credit) from post of-
 ces, convenience stores 

and local Telco stores; 
bring your passport.

 Roaming charges apply 
if using your own number, 
but as Singapore’s two cell 
phone networks (GSM900 
and GSM1800) make it 
compatible with most of 

the rest of the world you’ll 
still be in business.

 In certain areas – most-
ly along the coast of East 
Coast Park – Indonesia’s 
signal may push into 
Singapore’s ‘airspace’, so 
your calls will be routed 
through Indonesia – a 
potentially costly detour!

Useful Phone Numbers

 Flight Information 
(%1800 542 4422)  

 Singapore International 
Dial Code (%65)  

 STB Touristline (%1800 
736 2000)  

Tourist Information
   Singapore Tourism Board 
(STB; %1800 736 2000; 
www.yoursingapore.com) 
provides the widest range 
of services, including 
tour bookings and event 
ticketing. There are visitor 

centres at the following 
locations:  ION Orchard 
Mall (Map p50, C3; Level 1 
Concierge, ION Orchard Mall, 2 
Orchard Link; h10am-10pm) 
and  Orchard Road (Map 
p50, E3; cnr Cairnhill & Orchard 
Rds; h9.30am-10.30pm).

Travellers with 
Disabilities

   Most major hotels, 
shopping malls and 
tourist attractions have 
good wheelchair access, 
but Little India and 
Chinatown’s crowded 
narrow footpaths will 
challenge anyone with 
mobility, sight or hearing 
issues. Taxis are usually 
plentiful and the MRT is 
wheelchair-friendly.

 The Disabled People’s 
Association of Singa-
pore (www.dpa.org.sg) has 
information on accessibil-
ity in the city.

Visas
   Citizens of most coun-

tries are granted 30- or 
90-day entry on arrival. 
Citizens of India, Myan-
mar, the Commonwealth 
of Independent States 
and most Middle Eastern 
countries must obtain a 
visa before arriving in Sin-
gapore. Visit www.ica.gov.
sg for detailed information 
on entry requirements.

Essential 
Information
 Business Hours
 Opening hours can vary 
between individual busi-
nesses. General opening 
hours are as follows:

Shops 10am–6pm; malls 
and department stores 
10am or 11am–10pm

Banks 9.30am–4.30pm 
Monday to Friday, some 
branches open at 10am 
and some close at 6pm 
or later; Saturday 9.30am 
to noon or later.

Restaurants noon–2pm 
and 6–10pm, casual res-
taurants, food courts and 
hawker centres all day

 Customs
  It is illegal to bring to-

bacco unless you pay duty.

 The limit on alcohol is 1L 
each of wine, beer or spir-
its duty-free. Alternatively, 
you are allowed 2L of wine 
and 1L of beer, or 2L of 
beer and 1L of wine. You 
need to have been out of 
Singapore for more than 
48 hours and to anywhere 
else but Malaysia.

 It’s illegal to bring in the 
following items: chewing 
gum,  recrackers, drugs, 

obscene or seditious mate-
rial, gun-shaped cigarette 
lighters, endangered spe-
cies or their by-products 
and pirated recordings and 
publications.

  Discounts
 If you’re arriving on Sing-
apore Airlines or Silk Air, 
you are entitled to dis-
counts at selected hotels, 
shops, restaurants and 
attractions by presenting 
your boarding pass. See 
www.singaporeair.com/
boardingpass for details.

 Electricity

230V/50Hz

 Plugs are of the three-
pronged, square-pin type. 
Electricity runs at 230V 
and 50Hz cycles.

    Emergencies
 Ambulance, Fire (%995)  

 Police (%999)  

  Holidays
 New Year’s Day 1 January

Chinese New Year Three 
days in January/February

Good Friday March/April

Labour Day 1 May

Vesak Day June

Hari Raya Puasa July

National Day 9 August

Hari Raya Haji September

Deepavali November

Christmas Day 25 December

Money
    Singapore’s unit of 

currency is the Singapore 
dollar.

 Cirrus-enabled ATM 
machines are widely 
available at malls, banks, 
MRT stations and com-
mercial areas.

 Banks change money 
but currency conversion 
rates are better at the 
moneychangers. These 
tiny stalls can be found in 
most shopping centres 
(though not necessarily in 
the more modern malls). 
Rates for amounts over 
$500 can be haggled a 
little. 

Tourist Buses
 Singapore Airlines runs the  SIA Hop-On (%6338 
6877; www.siahopon.com; 24hr ticket for SIA passengers 
adult/child $8/4, non-passengers $25/15) tourist bus, 
traversing the main tourist arteries every 30 
minutes daily, starting at Raffles Blvd at 9am, 
with the last bus leaving at 7.35pm. Buy tickets 
from the driver.

 City Hippo (%6228 6877; www.ducktours.com.sg) 
offers an array of tour options round all the major 
sites. Twenty-four-hour tickets including a river 
cruise cost adult/child $33/23.

Essential Information  179178  Survival Guide
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Singapore
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Singapore
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Singapore’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
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Lonely Planet’s 
Singapore
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Singapore.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro/MRT
j Tram
d Train
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Merlion, Marina Bay
GAVIN HELLIER/GETTY IMAGES ©

Welcome to 
Singapore

Smart, sharp and just a little sexy, Singapore is Southeast 
Asia’s new ‘It kid’, subverting staid old stereotypes with 
ambitious architecture, dynamic museums, celebrity 
chefs and hip boutiques. Spike it with smoky temples, 
gut-rumble-inducing food markets and pockets of steamy 
jungle, and you might find that Asia’s former wallflower is 
a much more intriguing bloom than you gave it credit for.

QuickStart 
Guide

Singapore Top Sights  .............................................. 8

Singapore Local Life  ...............................................12

Singapore Day Planner  ..........................................14

Need to Know  ..........................................................16

Singapore Neighbourhoods  ...................................18

7
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   Gardens by the Bay (p28)
 Singapore’s latest buzz-inducing asset is a $1 billion ‘super park’ that makes 
horticulture hot. Explore its futuristic bio-domes and Supertrees, traverse its 
panoramic Skyway, and keep an eye out for Marc Quinn’s floating infant. 
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 Singapore Zoo (p122)
 Singapore Zoo is one of the world’s most inviting, enlightened animal sanc-
tuaries, and a family-friendly must. Breakfast with orang-utans, sneak up to 
sleepy sloths and purr over rare white tigers.

 Singapore Botanic 
Gardens (p128)
 Singapore’s Garden 
of Eden is the perfect 
antidote to the city’s 
rat-race tendencies. 
Obscenely lush and ver-
dant, its 74 hectares are 
home to rare orchids, a 
swan-studded lake and a 
romantic, ginger-centric 
restaurant.
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 Night Safari 
(p124)
 Get up close and personal 
with a different kind of 
nightlife at this award-
winning wildlife park, 
filled with an intriguing 
cast of free-roaming and 
free-flying creatures, 
great and small.

 National Museum of 
Singapore (p24)
 Evocative, interactive 
exhibitions and striking 
old-meets-new architec-
ture define Singapore’s 
showcase museum. If 
you’re after a gripping 
crash course in Singapo-
rean history and culture, 
put this on your hit list.

 Universal Studios 
(p114)
 Home to the planet’s tall-
est duelling roller coast-
ers, Universal Studios 
cranks up the adrenalin 
with seven themed areas 
pimped with enough 
rides, razzle-dazzle 
spectaculars and movie-
set kitsch to thrill the 
most hardened of inner 
children.
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 Asian Civilisations 
Museum (p26)
 Travel east to west across 
Asia at this engrossing 
ode to the continent’s 
tapestry of cultures 
and traditions. It’s like 
a glittering cultural 
attic, filled with ancient 
pottery and sculptures, 
mystical weaponry and 
dazzling jewels.

 Southern Ridges 
(p140)
 Monkey-peppered 
jungle, sculptural forest 
walkways and arrest-
ing views over city and 
sea – this multipark trail 
offers one of Singa-
pore’s most beautiful 
and accessible natural 
getaways.

 Chinatown 
Heritage Centre 
(p66)
 Immerse yourself in the 
struggles, scandals and 
hard-core grit of China-
town’s roller-coaster 
past at this unsung mu-
seum. You’ll find it on a 
lantern-festooned street 
once better known for 
opium dens and coolie 
traders.
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