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In This Book

  If you plan to use an 
unlocked phone in Singa-
pore, it’s usually cheaper 
to purchase a local SIM 
card and number for your 
mobile. Local SIM cards 
cost around $18 (includ-
ing credit) from post of-
 ces, convenience stores 

and local Telco stores; 
bring your passport.

  Roaming charges apply 
if using your own number, 
but as Singapore’s two 
  cell phone networks 
(GSM900 and GSM1800) 
make it compatible with 
most of the rest of the 
world you’ll still be in 
business.

  In certain areas – most-
ly along the coast of East 
Coast Park – Indonesia’s 
signal may push into 
Singapore’s ‘airspace’, so 
your calls will be routed 
through Indonesia – a 
potentially costly detour!

 Useful Phone Numbers
 Directory (%100)

 Flight information 
(%1800 542 4422)

 Singapore international 
dial code (%65)

 STP Touristline (%1800 
736 2000)

  Tourist 
Information
 Singapore Tourism 
Board (STB; %1800 736 
2000; www.visitsingapore.
com) provides the widest 
range of services, includ-
ing tour bookings and 
event ticketing. There 
are visitor centres at the 
following locations: Bugis 
Street (Map p88, C7; 4 New 
Bugis St; h11am-10pm); 
Changi Airport (Terminals 
1, 2 & 3; h6am-midnight, 
Terminal 3 to 2am); ION Or-
chard (Map p 50 , C3; Level 1 
Concierge, ION Orchard Mall, 2 
Orchard Link; h10am-10pm); 
Orchard Road (Map p 50 ; 
cnr Cairnhill & Orchard Rds; 
h9.30am-10.30pm).

  Travellers with 
Disabilities

  Most major hotels, 
shopping malls and 
tourist attractions have 
good wheelchair access, 
but Little India and Chi-
natown’s crowded narrow 
footpaths will challenge 
anyone with mobility, 
sight or hearing issues. 
Taxis are usually plentiful, 
the MRT is wheelchair-
friendly and Singapore-
ans are happy to help out.

  The Disabled Persons 
Association of Singa-
pore (www.dpa.org.sg) has 
information on accessibil-
ity in the city.

  Visas
  Citizens of most 

countries are granted 
30-day entry on arrival by 
air or overland (though 
the latter may get 14-day 
entry). Citizens of India, 
Myanmar, China, the 
Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States and most 
Middle Eastern countries 
must obtain a visa before 
arriving in Singapore. 

  

    Customs
  It is illegal to bring in 

tobacco unless you pay 
duty.

  The limit on alcohol is 
1L of wine, beer or spirits 
duty-free (and none 
if you’re arriving from Ma-
laysia or Indonesia).

 It’s illegal to bring in the 
following items: chewing 
gum,  recrackers, drugs, 
pornography, gun-
shaped cigarette lighters, 
endangered species or 
their by-products, and 
pirated recordings and 
publications.

Discounts
  If you’re arriving on 

Singapore Airlines or 
Silk Air, you are entitled 
to discounts at selected 
hotels, shops, restau-
rants and attractions 
by presenting your 
boarding pass. See www.
singaporeair.com/board-
ingpass for details.

  Electricity
  Plugs are of the three-

pronged, square-pin type 
used in the UK. Electricity 
runs at 230V and 50Hz 
cycles.

230V/50Hz

 Emergencies

  Ambulance/ Fire (%995)

  Police (%999)

   Holidays
 New Year’s Day 
1 January

 Chinese New Year Two 
days in January/February

 Good Friday March/April

 Labour Day 1 May

 Vesak Day May

 National Day 9 August

 Hari Raya Puasa Octo-
ber/November

 Deepavali October

 Christmas Day 25 
December

 Hari Raya Haji Decem-
ber/January

 Money
  Singapore’s unit of 

currency is the Singapore 
dollar.

  Cirrus-enabled  ATM 
machines are widely 
available at all malls.

 While banks change 
money, currency conver-
sion rates are better at 
the  moneychangers dot-
ted all over the city. These 
tiny stalls can be found in 
most shopping centres 
(though not necessar-
ily in the more modern 
malls). Rates can be hag-
gled a little for amounts 
over $500.

   Credit cards are widely 
accepted, except at local 
hawker centres and food 
courts. Smaller stores 
may charge an extra 2% 
to 3% for credit-card 
payments.

  Telephone
  There are no  area 

codes within Singapore: 
telephone numbers are 
eight digits unless you are 
calling toll-free (%1800).
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purchasing the more 
convenient Ez-link card or 
Singapore Tourist Pass.

  Bus
  Singapore’s extensive 

bus service is clean, 
extensive and frequent, 
reaching every corner of 
the island. The two main 
operators are SBS Transit 
(%1800 287 2727; www.sb-
stransit.com.sg) and SMRT 
(www.smrtbuses.com.sg). 
Check the websites for 
information and routes.

  Fares range from $1 to 
$2.10 (less with an Ez-link 
card). When boarding, 
drop the exact coins into 
the fare box (no change is 
given) or tap your Ez-link 
card or Tourist Pass on the 
reader as you enter and 
exit the vehicle.

  Train operator SMRT 
(www.smrtbuses.com.sg) 
also runs seven late-night 
weekend bus services be-
tween the city and various 
suburbs from 11.30pm to 
4.30am. See the website 
for route details.

  Taxi
  The ‘taxi issue’ is one of 

Singapore’s big unsolvable 
problems and  nding a 
taxi at certain times (peak 
hours, at night or when it’s 
raining) is harder than it 

should be. The fare struc-
ture is complicated, but 
mercifully metered. Basic 
 agfall is $3 to $3.40, 

then $0.22 for every 
400m. Some of the many 
surcharges include 50% 

of the metered fare from 
midnight to 6am, 35% for 
peak-hour services from 
7am to 9am and 5pm 
to 8pm, $2.30 to $8 for 
phone bookings and 10% 
for credit-card payments.

  You can  ag down a taxi 
any time, but in the city 
centre taxis are allowed 
to stop only at designated 
taxi stands. 

 To order a taxi, call 
Comfort and CityCab 
(%6552 1111), Premier 
Taxis (%6363 6888) or 
SMRT Taxis (%6555 8888).

 Essential 
Information
   Business Hours
 Exceptions to the follow-
ing hours are noted in 
listings.

 Shops 10am–6pm; malls 
and department stores 
10am or 11am–10pm

 Banks 9.30am–4pm 
Monday to Friday, some 
branches close at 6pm, 
9.30–11.30am Sat

 Restaurants noon–2pm 
and 6–10pm, casual res-
taurants, food courts and 
hawker centres all day

Causeway Link from Queen 
St). Three express trains 
depart daily to Kuala 
Lumpur (1st/2nd/3rd 
class $68/34/19), 

journey time seven to nine 
hours. Book tickets at the 
station or online at www.
ktmb.com.my.

 Bus
  Buses arriving from 

Malaysia drop you either 
at Lavender St Bus Termi-
nal (Map p ### , E2), 
Queen St Terminal (Map 
p ### , C6) or the Golden 
Mile Complex (see p 97 ), 
all of which are in poor 
locations in terms of late-
night transport options. 
Calling a taxi is the best 
option (see opposite).

 Boat
 There are several main 
ferry terminals with 
services from Malaysia 
and Indonesia.

 Changi Point Ferry 
Terminal (%6546 85 18; 
J2, 29, 59, 109) Located 
200m north of the bus 
terminal.

 HarbourFront Ferry Ter-
minal (Map p142; %6513 
2200; www.singaporecruise.
com; mHarbourFront)

 Tanah Merah Ferry Ter-
minal (%6513 2200; www.
singaporecruise.com; J35, 
then mTanah Merah)

 Getting 
Around
 y Top Tip Singapore is 
the easiest city in Asia 
to get around. The Tran-
sitLink Guide ($2.80 from 
MRT ticket booths) lists all 
MRT and bus routes and 
includes maps showing 
the surrounding area of all 
MRT stations. For online 
bus information, which 
includes the useful IRIS 
service (o  ering live next-
bus departure times), see 
www.sbstransit.com.sg or 
download the ‘SBS Transit 
Iris’ iPhone app. For train 
information, see www.
smrt.com.sg. There’s also 
a consolidated website at 
www.publictransport.sg.

 Mass Rapid Transit 
(MRT)

  Singapore’s e   cient 
 metro system has four 
lines: the North-South 
(Red Line), northeast 
(Purple Line), East-West 
(Green Line) and the 
Circle Line (Yellow Line). 
Trains run from 5.30am 
to midnight, running 
every three minutes 
during peak times and 
every four to six minutes 
o  -peak. Single-trip fares 
cost $1.20 to $2.20 (plus 
a $1 refundable deposit). 
If you’re planning on 
multiple trips, consider 

  Tourist 
Buses
 Singapore Airlines 
runs the SIA Hop-
On (%9457 2896; 
www.siahopon.com) 
tourist bus, travers-
ing the main tourist 
arteries every 30 
minutes daily, start-
ing at Raffles Blvd 
at 9am, with the 
last bus leaving at 
7.35pm and termi-
nating at Raffles 
Hotel at 8.55pm. 
Tickets cost adult/
child $12/6, or 
$6/3 with a Singa-
pore Airlines or Silk 
Air boarding pass or 
ticket. Buy tickets 
from the driver.

 City Hippo 
(%6338 6877; www.
ducktours.com.sg) 
offers a confusing 
array of tour op-
tions round all the 
major sites. Twenty-
four-hour tickets 
including a river 
cruise cost adult/
child $33/23.

  Travel 
Passes

  There are two 
kinds of pass for 
Singapore public 
transport that 
save a lot of hassle 
buying tickets every 
time you travel.

  Buy the Ez-link 
card from the 
customer service 
windows at MRT 
stations for $15, 
which includes a 
$5 nonrefundable 
deposit. It’s valid on 
all buses and trains 
and will save you up 
to 30% on fares. The 
card can be topped 
up with cash or ATM 
cards at station 
ticket machines.

  The Singapore 
Tourist Pass (www.
thesingaporetourist
pass.com) o  ers 
unlimited travel on 
trains and most 
buses for $8 a day, 
plus a refundable 
$10 deposit.
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Open-air eating
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Korean and other Asian 
delicacies.

 Food Republic (p 54 ) 
Hawker-style classics and 
restaurant-style nooks.

 Best Snacks
 Tong Heng (p 75 ) Veteran 
pastry shop with sweet 
and savoury treats from 
southern China.

 Moghul Sweet Shop 
(p 97 ) Take-away Indian 
sweets in every colour of 
the rainbow.

 Best Kopitiams
 Ya Kun Kaya Toast (p 74 ) 
Historic hang-out serving 
Singapore’s best runny 
eggs and kaya (coconut 
jam) toast.

 Killiney Kopitiam (p 55 ) 
Another top spot for 
old-school Singaporean 
breakfasts, plus solid cur-
ries, laksa and nasi lemak 
(rice boiled in coconut 
milk, served with fried 
ikan bilis, peanuts and a 
curry dish).

 Best Malay & 
Indonesian
 Warong Nasi Pariaman 
(p 92 ) Veteran nasi pa-
dang (Malay rice and the 
accompanying meat and 
vegetable dishes) stall 
with a cultish following.

 Zam Zam (p 95 ) Epic, 
golden murtabak in the 
shadow of a mosque.

 Sungei Rd Laksa (p 86 ) 
A stalwart for fragrant 
curry broth.

 Best Indian
 Shish Mahal (p 95 ) Sub-
lime, made-from-scratch 
north Indian classics.

 Bismillah Biryani (p 93 ) 
Melt-in-your-mouth 
meats that are famed 
across Singapore.

 Bombay Woodlands 
(p 53 ) Budget basement 
brilliance among the 
Orchard Rd malls.

Best

 It’s one of Singapore’s great pleasures: ambling 
into a lively hawker centre in your  ip-  ops, 
navigating the steam, smoke and chatter of the 
stalls, then kicking back with a cold beer and 
a dirt-cheap feast of mouthwatering regional 
dishes. And the thrifty feasting doesn’t end there, 
with enough old-school kopitiams (co  eeshops) 
and foodie-approved food courts to keep both 
tastebuds and wallets purring.

 Stalls, Malls & Queues
 When it comes to local grub, it’s hard to beat Sin-
gapore’s hawker centres. These large complexes of 
Chinese, Malay, Indonesian and Indian food stalls 
are the happiest consequence of the city’s cultural 
stew. They’re also great for a cheap feed, with most 
dishes costing between $3 and $6. If you insist on 
air-con, head to Singapore’s equally famous mall 
food courts. Unlike their Western counterparts, 
they peddle fresh, authentic grub for some of the 
world’s pickiest tastebuds. Wherever you go, join 
the longest queue. While stalls go in and out of 
favour very quickly, in-the-know Singaporeans are 
always happy to line up for 30 minutes to savour 
the very best.

  Hawker Centres Decoded
 You’re at a hawker centre. Now what? Locals 
always set up base camp before going in search 
of food. To do this, most place a humble packet of 
tissues on the table or seat. Table reserved, hit the 
food stalls. If they bear a ‘self-service’ sign, you’ll 
have to wait and carry the food back to your table. 
Other stalls will ask for your table number and 
deliver the order to you.

 Best Hawker Grub
 Maxwell Road Hawker 
Centre (p 74 ) Popular, 
accessible and famed for 
its Hainanese chicken 
rice.

 Chinatown Complex 
(p 75 ) Sprawling labyrinth 
with legendary dry bee 
hoon (vermicelli noo-
dles).

 Tekka Centre (p 96 ) 
Wriggling produce, saris 
and city-famous murta-
bak (stuffed savoury 
pancake).

 Nan Hwa Chong Fish-
Head Steamboat 
Corner (p 92 ) Hawker-
style vibe and superlative 
steamboat feasting.

 Best Food Courts
 Takashimaya Food 
Village (p 54 ) Basement 
wonderland of Japanese, 

  Street  Food
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Helix Bridge
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 3  ArtScience 
Museum
 The white, lotuslike 
building on the other 
side of the bridge is the 
ArtScience Museum. 
Opened in 2011, the 
structure is the work of 
Israeli-born architect 
Moshe Safdie, best 
known for Habitat 
76, his ‘stack of cubes’ 
residential project in 
Montreal. Beside it 
you’ll  nd the world’s 
 rst  oating Louis Vuit-

ton store.

 4  Marina Bay 
Sands
 Both the ArtScience 
Museum and the Louis 
Vuitton store form part 
of the ambitious Marina 
Bays Sands integrated 
resort, home to the lav-
ish Shoppes at Marina 
Bay Sands (p 45 ) and a 
gravity-defying canti-
levered skydeck. Check 
out the ice-free skating 
rink, then catch the lift 
to Ku Dé Ta (p 39 ) for a 
breathtaking vista.

 5  Gardens by the 
Bay
 From Marina Bay 
Sands, it’s an easy walk 
across to the newly 
opened Gardens by the 
Bay (p 32 ). Featuring 
striking space-age 
conservatories and 
an aerial walkway, it’s 
the  rst completed 
section of what will be 
a 101-hectare, state-of-
the-art botanic garden. 
It also features ‘super-
trees’ – vertical gardens 
that look straight out 
of a 1950s science-
 ction  lm.

 1  Esplanade – 
Theatres by the Bay
 Singapore’s head-
turning Esplanade –
Theatres on the Bay 
(p 43 ) features a theatre 
and concert hall under 
two superstructures 
of double-glazed 
laminated glass and 
aluminium sunshades. 
Designed by London’s 
Michael Wilford & Part-
ners and Singapore’s DP 
Architects and costing 
$600 million, it’s the 
world’s most expensive 
sculptural homage to 
the durian.

 2  Helix Bridge
 Walk east along 
Marina Promenade to 
the 280m-long Helix 
Bridge. Inaugurated 
in 2010, it’s the world’s 
 rst double-helix bridge, 

designed by Australia’s 
Cox Architecture and 
Singapore’s Architects 
61. Viewing platforms 
o  er an impressive 
vantage point for photos 
across to Collyer Quay, 
Merlion and Fullerton 
buildings. At night, LED 
lighting dramatically 
shows o   the bridge’s 
complex curves.

 2 The Walk
 Singapore is not  marching towards the future – it 
already has one foot in it. Drunk on ambition, the 
city has been diligently reinventing itself with a bold 
new wave of quirky, edgy and sometimes contro-
versial developments. This walk will see you explor-
ing the very heart of the ‘new Singapore’, Marina 
Bay, a daring precinct where cultural buildings echo 
fruits and flowers, where bridges recall DNA strings, 
and where botanic gardens look straight off the set 
of The Day of the Triffids. Welcome to tomorrow.

 Start Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay; mEsplanade

 Finish Marina Bay City Gallery; mBayfront

 Length 2km; three hours with stops

 5 Take a Break
 End your time travel with a perfect wood-fired crust 
at Pizzeria Mozza (p 37 ) or gorgeous Gallic dishes 
at DB Bistro Moderne (p 36 ).
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 1   Changi Prison Museum & 
Chapel
 Although no longer at the original 
Changi prison site, the  Changi Prison 
Museum & Chapel (www.changimuseum.
com; 1000 Upper Changi Rd North; guided tour 
adult/child $8/4; h9.30am-5pm) remains 
a moving tribute to the Allied POWs 
captured, imprisoned and subjected 
to horri  c treatment by the invad-
ing Japanese forces during WWII. Its 
centrepiece is a replica of the original 
Changi Chapel built by inmates.

 2   Changi Village
 Hugging Singapore’s far northeast 
coast, Changi Village is well worth a 
wander to experience a curiously re-
laxed side of Singapore. The vibe is al-
most villagelike, and a browse around 
the area will turn up cheap clothes, 
batik, Indian textiles and electronics. 
Bumboats to Pulau Ubin depart from 
Changi Point Ferry Terminal, beside 
the bus terminal.

 3  Pulau Ubin Village
 Your landing spot on Pulau Ubin is 
Pulau Ubin Village. Although not tech-
nically a tourist sight, its ramshackle 
nature channels a long-lost Singapore. 
If you’re feeling peckish, turn left for 
a handful of eateries, mostly housed 
in kampong (village) huts. Tuck into 
noodles, rice dishes or seafood staples 
like chilli crab (expect to pay between 
$20 and $40 for the latter). The vil-
lage is also the place to rent bikes; day 
rentals cost around $5 to $10 for adult 
bikes, and $2 for kids’ bikes.

 4 Chek Jawa Wetlands
 If you only have time for one part of 
Pulau Ubin, make it   Chek Jawa Wet-
lands (h8.30am-6pm). Located at the 
island’s eastern end, its 1km coastal 
boardwalk juts out into the sea before 
looping back through protected man-
grove swamp to the 20m-high Jejawi 
Tower, o  ering a stunning panorama. 
You can’t bring your bike into the 
reserve so make sure to rent one that 
comes with a bike lock.

 5  German Girl Shrine
 Housed in a yellow hut beside an 
Assam tree, the German Girl Shrine 
is one of the island’s quirkier sights. 
Legend has it that the young Ger-
man daughter of a co  ee plantation 
manager was running away from 
British troops who had come to arrest 
her parents during WWI and fell 
fatally into the quarry behind her 
house. Somewhere along the way, this 
daughter of a Roman Catholic family 
became a Taoist deity, whose help 
some Chinese believers seek for good 
health and fortune.

 6  Charlie’s Corner
 Back in Changi Village, end the day 
at Charlie’s Corner (01-08 Changi Village 
Hawker Centre, 2 Changi Village Rd; dishes 
from $10; hlunch & dinner Tue-Sun). A 
veritable institution, its main draws 
are the endless varieties of beer and 
the  sh and chips.
 

 Getting There

 J� Bus No 2 from 
Tanah Merah MRT 
reaches Changi Vil-
lage. Bumboats (one 
way $2.50,  bicycle sur-
charge $2; h5.30am-
9pm) connect Changi 
Village to Pulau Ubin.

 Singapore’s ‘Far East’ serves up a slower, nostal-
gic style of local life. Vests, Bermuda shorts and 
flip-flops is the look in chilled-out Changi Village, 
where locals are slightly less accustomed to see-
ing ang moh (Westerners) in their midst. A short 
bumboat (motorised sampan) ride away, the rustic 
island of Pulau Ubin is the Singapore that develop-
ment mercifully left behind.

    Changi & Pulau Ubin
Local Life
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Chinatown
Heritage
Centre

National
Museum of
Singapore Asian

Civilisations
Museum

Raffles
Hotel

Little India & 
Kampong Glam 
(p84)
Little India’s heady 
scents and street stalls, 
Kampong Glam’s 
storybook mosque – 
this is Singapore at its 
most evocative.

Chinatown, CBD & 
Tanjong Pagar 
(p62)
Incense-scented 
temples, raucous 
hawker centres, 
skyscraper bars and 
trendy restaurants in 
restored shophouses.

Top SightsE
Chinatown Heritage 
Centre

Colonial District, 
the Quays & Marina 
Bay (p22)
Head here for historic 
and cutting-edge 
architecture, must-see 
museums and buzzing 
nightlife.

Top SightsE
National Museum of 
Singapore
Asian Civilisations 
Museum
Raffles Hotel

Orchard Road (p48)
Singapore’s Yellow Brick 
Rd of retail, with malls, 
department stores and 
Vogue-approved 
boutiques, plus a 
heritage-listed street.
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Botanic
Gardens

Singapore

Southern
Ridges

Universal
Studios

Southwest 
Singapore (p138)
Studded with gems, 
from precious art 
collections and wartime 
relics to jungle trails and 
a bizarre mythology 
theme park.

Top SightsE
Southern Ridges

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Singapore Zoo
Night Safari

Holland Village & 
Tanglin Village 
(p120)
Leafy, moneyed, expat 
territory studded with 
designer delis and cafes, 
antiques stores and the 
orchid-laced oasis of the 
Botanic Gardens.

Top SightsE
Singapore Botanic 
Gardens

Sentosa (p110)
Singapore’s ‘good time’ 
island, with theme park 
rides and stunt shows, 
Ibiza-style beach bars, 
and the most decadent 
day spa.

Top SightsE
Universal Studios

 

 Neighbourhoods
Singapore

Neighbourhoods  1918 

 For more information, see Survival 
Guide (p 175 )

   Currency
 Singapore dollar ($)

  Languages
 English, Mandarin, Malay and Tamil

  Visas
 Citizens of the USA, UK, Australia, New 

Zealand, South Africa, Israel, most 
European countries and Asean nations 

(except Myanmar) do not require visas for 
stays of up to 30 days. Other visitors may 

require visas.

 Money
 ATMs are widely available and credit 

cards are accepted in all hotels and most 
restaurants.

   Mobile Phones
 Singapore’s two cell networks (GSM900 

and GSM1800) are compatible with most 
of the world. Buy a local SIM card to keep 

costs down.

  Time
 Singapore Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus 

eight hours)

 Plugs &  Adaptors
 Square, three-pin plugs of the type used in 

the UK; current is 220V to 240V.

   Tipping
 Largely unexpected and unnecessary.

 Getting Around
 Public transport is efficient, safe and 
relatively cheap. Buy an EZ-Link card at MRT 
train station counters ($15) to save time 
and money. Cards are valid on both trains 
and buses.

�m MRT
 Local metro. Easiest way to get around. 
6am–midnight.

 g Bus
 Covers MRT areas and beyond. 6am–
midnight, plus a handful of night services.

 K Taxi
 Safe, honest and relatively cheap. Flag one 
at taxi stands or try your luck on the street. 
Book ahead if travelling in peak hours. Hefty 
surcharges apply during peak hours and 
from midnight to 6am.

  Arriving in 
Singapore

 Changi Airport (www.changiairport.com) 
is Singapore’s major gateway. Easy connec-
tions to central Singapore via MRT train, 
public and shuttle bus 6am to midnight, 
$1.80 to $9*. Taxi ride $18 to $35, 50% more 
midnight to 6am, plus airport surcharge.

 A From Changi Airport
 Destination  Best transport
 Colonial District, the 
Quays & Marina Bay

 MRT

 Orchard Rd  bus 36

 Chinatown, CBD & 
Tanjong Pagar

 MRT

 Little India & Kam-
pong Glam

 MRT

 Sentosa  MRT, then Sentosa 
Express monorail

 Holland Village & 
Tanglin Village

 Holland Village: MRT

 Tanglin Village: MRT, 
then bus 106

 Southwest Singapore  MRT

 *Although more expensive, a taxi from 
Changi Airport is by far the quicker option, 
no matter which part of Singapore you’re 
staying in.

 

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget under $100

   Dorm bed $16–$40

   Meal at hawker centre $3–$10

   Beer at street stall $5

 Midrange $100–$350
   Double room in average hotel $100–$250

   Two-course dinner with wine $50

   Cocktail at hip bar $15–$25

 Top end over $350
   Four- and five-star double room $250–

$500

   Degustation menu at top-tier restaurant 
$250-plus

   Theatre ticket $150

  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/singa-
pore) Destination low-down, hotel bookings 
and traveller forum.

 Your Singapore (www.yoursingapore.com) 
Tourist site with handy planning feature.

 HungryGoWhere (www.hungrygowhere.
com) Indie reviews by food-obsessed locals.

 Advance Planning
 Two months before Reserve a table at 
a top-tier restaurant; book tickets to the 
Formula One or to short-run, Broadway-
style musicals.

 One month before Book a bunk if you plan 
on staying at a dorm over the weekend.

 One week before Scan the web for last-
minute deals and upcoming festivals. Book 
a cabana at rooftop bar Lantern.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 y Top Tips
  Excellent, volunteer-

run guided tours of the 
Botanic Gardens take 
place every Saturday 
at 9am. Register at the 
Visitor Centre.

  Free classical-music 
concerts are held regu-
larly in the Botanic Gar-
dens. Check the website 
for upcoming events.

  Buy water when you 
see it, not when you 
need it: signage in the 
Botanic Gardens is not 
always consistent and 
backtracking is hardly 
fun, especially when 
you’re thirsty.

 5 Take a Break
  For a chilled, family-
friendly vibe and tasty 
Italian-inspired food, 
grab a table at Casa 
Verde (p 127 ).

 Those after a more 
romantic, fine-dining 
experience shouldn’t 
pass up on lunch or 
dinner at French hot 
spot Au Jardin Les 
Amis (p 126 ).

 Don’t Miss
 National Orchid Garden
 The Botanic Gardens’ now famous orchid breed-
ing began in 1928 and you can get the historical 
low-down at the   National Orchid Garden (adult/
student/child $5/$1/free; h8.30am-7pm). To date, its 3 
hectares are home to over 1000 species and 2000 
hybrids, around 600 of which are on display – the 
largest showcase of tropical orchids on Earth.

 Rainforest
 Older than the Botanic Gardens themselves, this 
6-hectare patch of dense primeval rainforest 
o  ers a sample of the kind that once carpeted 
much of Singapore. At the time of writing, a new 
visitor boardwalk was planned for the area. Of 
the rainforest’s 314 species of vegetation, over 
half are now considered rare in Singapore.

  Ginger Garden
 If you thought there was only one type of ginger, 
the compact Ginger Garden will set you straight. 
Located next to the National Orchid Garden, this 
1-hectare space contains over 250 members of 
the Zingiberaceae family. It’s also where you’ll 
 nd ginger-centric restaurant Halia (p 127 ). A 

supporting cast of plants include the little-known 
Lowiaceae, with their orchidlike  owers.

 Swan Lake
 For lazy serenity and a touch of romanticism, 
it’s hard to beat  Swan Lake. One of three lakes 
in the Botanic Gardens, it’s studded by a tiny 
island cluttered with nibong palms. Look out 
for the mute swans, imported all the way from 
Amsterdam.

 For instant stress relief, take a dose of the Singa-
pore Botanic Gardens. Suddenly the roar of tra   c 
and  ve million voices melts into the branches, 
and the world is a tranquil, verdant paradise. 
At the tail end of Orchard Rd, Singapore’s most 
famous sprawl of greenery o  ers more than just 
picnic-friendly lawns and lakes. It’s home to 
ancient rainforest, themed gardens, rare orchids, 
free concerts and one of Singapore’s most roman-
tic French nosh spots. Breathe in, breathe out.

 o Map p 124 , G4

 www.sbg.org.sg
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Lonely Planet’s
 Singapore 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Singapore .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Singapore

 Smart, sharp and just a little sexy, Singapore is Southeast 
Asia’s new ‘It kid’, subverting staid old stereotypes with am-
bitious architecture, dynamic museums, celebrity chefs and 
hip boutiques. Spike it all with smoky temples, gut-rumble-
inducing food markets and pockets of steamy jungle, and 
you too might find that Asia’s ‘wallflower’ is a much more 
intriguing bloom than you ever gave it credit for.

Singapore Top Sights ................................................... 8

Singapore Local Life ....................................................12

Singapore Day Planner ...............................................14

Need to Know ..............................................................16

Singapore Neighbourhoods .......................................18

Merlion, designed by Fraser Brunner, Merlion Park, Marina Bay 
(Map p 30 )
RICHARD L’ANSON/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©
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