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Top Sights
The city’s must-see 
sights plus expert 
advice to make your 
trip even better.

Best of San Francisco
We’ve found the 
best walks, food, 
art, shopping, views, 
nightlife and more.

Local Life
Discover how to 
unlock the city with 
guides to areas that 
the locals really love. 
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In This Book

 O   ces 8:30am to 
5:30pm Monday to Friday

 Restaurants Breakfast 
8am to noon, lunch noon 
to 3pm, dinner 5:30pm 
to 10pm; Saturday and 
Sunday brunch 10am 
to 2pm

 Shops 9am or 10am to 
6pm or 7pm Monday to 
Saturday and noon to 
6pm Sunday

 Discount Cards
    Go Card (%800-887-9103; 
www.gosanfranciscocard.
com; adult/child 1-day 
$55/45, 2-day $80/65, 3-day 
$110/80) o  ers access to 
30 major San Francisco 
attractions and discounts 
on packaged tours; good 
value  for ambitious /
manic travelers.

   City Pass (www.citypass.
com; adult/child $84/59) 
covers Muni and cable 
cars plus four attractions, 
including  California Acad-
emy of Sciences, Blue & 
Gold Fleet Bay Cruise, 
Aquarium of the Bay and 
either the Exploratorium 
or the MH de Young 
Museum.

  Electricity

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz

 Emergency
   Police,    re & ambulance 
(%emergency 911,  non-
emergency 311) 

  San Francisco General 
Hospital (	 �emergency 
415-206-8111, main hospital 
415-206-8000; www.sfdph.
org; 1001 Potrero Ave; 
h24hr;  g9, 10, 33, 48) 

  Drug & alcohol emer-
gency treatment (%415-
362-3400) 

  Trauma Recovery & 
Rape Treatment Center 
(%415-437-3000; www.
traumarecoverycenter.org) 

 Money
 y Top Tip  Most banks 
have ATM machines open 
24  hours; service charges 
may apply.
  US dollars are the only 
accepted currency in 
San Francisco; debit/
credit cards are accepted 
widely.

 Changing Money
  Exchange bureaus 
Located at airports, but 
most city banks o  er bet-
ter rates – try centrally 
located  Bank of America 
(www.bankamerica.com; 1 
Powell St, downstairs; h9am-
6pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm Sat; 
mPowell St, ZPowell St).

Destinations Downtown, 
Mission District, SF and 
Oakland airports, Berke-
ley and Oakland.

 Schedules Consult 
http://transit.511.org.

 Tickets Sold in BART sta-
tion machines; fares start 
at $1.75.

 Taxi
 y Best for... SoMa and 
Mission club nights.
  Meters start at $3.50 
plus about $2 .75 per 
mile and 10% tip ($1 
minimum).

 Taxi companies with 
24-hour dispatches:

  Green Cab (%415-626-
4733; www.626green.com) 

  DeSoto Cab (%415-970-
1300) 

  Luxor (%415-282-4141) 

  Yellow Cab (%415-333-
3333) 

 Bicycle
 y Best for... sightseeing 
along the waterfront and 
west of Van Ness Ave.

  Rentals Near Golden 
Gate Park and  Fisher-
man’s Wharf.

 Car
 y Best for... trips out of 
town.
  Avoid driving in San Fran-
cisco; traffic is  constant, 

street parking scarce, 
hills tricky and meter-
readers ruthless.

 Garages Around $2 to $8 
per hour ($25 to $50 per 
day) Downtown; for pub-
lic parking  garages, see 
www.sfmta.com. Inquire 
at hotels, restaurants and 
entertainment venues 
about validation.

 Rentals Start at $55 per 
day, $175 to $300 per 
week, plus 9.5% sales tax 
and insurance.

 Car share Prius Hybrids 
and  Minis are rented 
by the hour by  Zipcar 
(%866-494-7227; www.
zipcar.com) for  at rates 
(including gas and 
insurance) starting at 
$8.25 per hour ($89 per 
day); $25 application fee 
and $50 prepaid usage 
required in advance.

 Rush hour Avoid peak 
tra   c weekdays 7:30am 
to 9:30am and 4:30pm 
to 6:30pm; call %511 for 
tra   c updates.

 Towed cars Retrieve 
cars towed for parking 
violations at  Autore-
turn (%415-865-8200; 
www. autoreturn.com; 450 7th 
St, SoMa; h24hr; m27, 42); 
 nes run $73 plus towing 

and storage fee, starting 

at $453.75 for the  rst 
four hours.

 Roadside assistance 
Members of the  Ameri-
can Automobile Associa-
tion (AAA; %800-222-4357, 
415-773-1900; www.aaa.com; 
160 Sutter St; h8:30am-
5:30pm Mon-Fri) can call 
the 800 number any 
time for emergency road 
service and towing.

 Parking Restrictions
 Red  no parking/

stopping

 Blue  disabled only

 Green  10min 9am-
6pm

 White  pick-up/drop-
off only

 Yellow  loading zone 
7am-6pm

 Essential 
Information
 Business Hours
  Nonstandard hours are 
listed in  reviews; standard 
business hours  are as 
follows:

 Banks 9am to 4:30pm 
or 5pm Monday to Friday 
(occasionally 9am to 
noon Saturday)

Essential Information  209208  Survival Guide

Expert author reviews, 
user feedback, booking 
engine.

 Best Budget
  San Remo Hotel (www.
sanremohotel.com) Old-
style North Beach charm, 
with antique furnishings 
and shared bathrooms.

 Hayes Valley Inn (www.
hayesvalleyinn.com) 
Simple but homey, 
with shared bathrooms 
and boutiques at your 
doorstep.

 Red Victorian (www.
redvic.net) Vintage hippie 
digs with psychedelic art, 
shared bathrooms and 
organic breakfasts and 
meditation downstairs.

 Fitzgerald Hotel (www.
 tzgeraldhotel.com) 

Quirky, scu  ed, Down-
town hotel with in-room 
fridges and microwaves; 
wine bar downstairs.

 HI San Francisco 
Fisherman’s Wharf 
(www.sfhostels.com) A 
waterfront former army 
hospital barracks o  ers 
bargain-priced (if chilly) 
private rooms and dorms.

 Best Midrange
  Hotel Rex (www.jdv
hotels.com) Cozy rooms 
with sumptuous beds 

and a downstairs literary 
lounge; o   Union Sq. 

 Hotel Bohème (www.
hotelboheme.com) North 
Beach jazz-era gem; 
small, period-perfect 
rooms.

 Hotel Monaco (www.
monaco-sf.com) Snazzy 
design hotel on an i  y 
Downtown block, with 
perks aplenty: bikes, 
wine, gym.

 Orchard Garden Hotel 
(www.theorchardgarden
hotel.com) LEED-certi  ed 
green Downtown hotel, 
with spa-luxe rooms.

 Hotel Zetta (www.hotel
zetta.com) Tech-savvy, 
artistically inclined hotel 
in SF’s shopping central.

 Hotel Del Sol (www.
thehoteldelsol.com) 
Revamped, family-
friendly 1950s Marina mo-
tel; heated outdoor pool.

 Best Top End
  Palace Hotel (www.sf
palace.com) Opulent
1906 Downtown land-
mark; cushy rooms, on-
site spa, indoor pool.

 Hotel Vitale (www.
hotelvitale.com) Soothing 
spa-hotel across from the 
Ferry Building with Bay 
Bridge views.

 Argonaut Hotel (www.
argonauthotel.com) 
Nautical-chic, converted 
1908 wharf-side cannery, 
with bay views.

 Inn at the Presidio 
(www.innatthepresidio.
com) Peaceful luxury inn 
inside SF’s national park.

 Arriving in 
San 
Francisco
 From San Francisco 
International 
Airport (SFO)
  BART Direct 30-minute 
ride to/from Downtown 
San  Francisco costs 
$8. 25; SFO BART station 
is outside the interna-
tional  terminal.

 Door-to-door vans 
Share vans depart 
outside baggage claim; 
45 minutes to most SF 
locations; fares $15 to 
$17 one way. Companies 
include  SuperShuttle 
(%800-258-3826; www.
supershuttle.com),  Quake 
City (%415-255-4899; 
www.quakecityshuttle.com), 
 Lorrie’s (%415-334-9000; 
www.gosfovan.com) and 
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 Book Your Stay
 y Top Tip San Fran-
cisco’s 16% hotel tax is not 
included in most quoted 
rates.

  Downtown hotels o  er 
bargain rates, but avoid 
the sketchy, depressing 
area west of Mason St.

  Most motels o  er free 
on-site parking. At Down-
town hotels, expect to pay 
$35 to $50 for overnight 
parking.

 Useful Websites

  Bed & Breakfast SF 
(www.bbsf.com) Person-
able, non-chain local B&Bs 
and inns. 

 Deal Angel  (www.deal
angel.com) Booking 
engine that compares 
lowest-rate deals.

 HotelTonight (www.hotel
tonight.com) Smartphone 
app for discount same-day 
bookings.

 Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/usa/
san-francisco/hotels) 

 When to Go

  Winter (Dec–Feb) 
Low-season rates, brisk 
but rarely   cold days, and 
the colorful Lunar New 
Year parade.

  Spring (Mar–Apr) 
Film festivals, blooming 
parks and mid-season 
rates make the occasion-
al wet day worthwhile.

  Summer (May–Aug) 
Street fairs, farmers 
markets and June Pride 
celebrations compensate 
for high-season rates and 
chilly afternoon fog.

  Fall (Sep–Nov) Prime 
time for blue skies, free 
concerts, bargain hotel 
rates and  avor-bursting 
harvest cuisine.

 Before You Go

 Survival 
Guide
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bathing on a former army 
base. (p 28 )

 Exploratorium Gauge 
the bay’s mood from pier 
sensors at the waterfront 
Bay Observatory. (p 53 )

 San Francisco Maritime 
National Historic Park 
Tour 120-year-old boats 
bobbing like giant bath 
toys along Fisherman’s 
Wharf. (p 38 )

 Outdoor Activities
 Golden Gate Park All of 
San Francisco’s favorite 
pastimes in one place: 
baseball, biking, hair-
rocking and lollygagging. 
(p 176 )

 Coastal Trail Cover 9 
miles of waterfront from 
Fort Funston to Fort 
Mason, with sparkling 

Pacific and bay views. 
(p 170 ; pictured above)

 Dolores Park Serious 
soccer and hoops, lazy 
Frisbee and tennis, plus 
protests, festivals and 
free movies. (p 129 )

 La Raza Skatepark 
Watch SF’s urban skate 
legends blast off the 
bowl and kindergartners 
land their first kick-flips. 
(p 133 )

 Botanical Wonders
 San Francisco Botanical 
Garden Explore the world 
inside Golden Gate Park, 
from California redwoods 
to South African savan-
nas. (p 168 )

 Japanese Tea Garden 
Contemplate priceless 
lost-and-found bonsai 

over iron pots of tea. 
(p 168 )

 Urban Wildlife
 Sea lions at Pier 39 
This harem features 
more posturing, clown-
ing and in- fighting than a 
reality show. (p 37 )

 Wild parrots at Coit 
Tower By city decree, 
SF’s official birds are the 
renegade parrots that 
turn treetops red, yellow, 
green and blue around 
SF’s white tower. (p 56 ; 
pictured left)

 Bison in Golden Gate 
Park See the smallest 
stampede in the West 
run full-tilt toward park 
windmills. (p 176 )

Best

 If the climb doesn’t take your breath away on 
hilltop parks, the scenery surely will. Nature 
has been kind to San Francisco, but it has taken 
generations of pioneering conservation e  orts to 
preserve this  splendor. Early champions include 
Sierra Club founder John Muir, Golden Gate Park 
planner William Hammond Hall, and ordinary San 
Franciscans who saw beauty and not just gold in 
these hills. 

 San Francisco’s Green Outlook
  Recent reports rank San Francisco the greenest 
city in North America – but you could probably 
guess that at a glance. All around you’ll notice wild 
ideas at work: mandatory citywide composting, 
voluntary urban  beekeeping, plastic- bag bans and 
army airstrips repurposed as nature preserves. 
This is one town where you can eat, sleep and 
cavort sustainably –  and from the bottom of its 
heart to the top of its green hills, San Francisco 
thanks you.

 Wheels & Waves
  Daredevil hills and dazzling waters invite SF 
visitors to roll, surf and sail around town. Haight 
St is street-skateboarding at its obstacle-course 
best, and disco-skaters roll in Golden Gate Park on 
Sundays.

 Bone-chilling Pacific riptides are not for novices; 
 check the  surf report (%415-273-1618) before you 
suit up. Sailing is best April through August, but 
 whale-watching season peaks mid-October through 
December.

 Hilltop Vistas
 George Sterling Park 
Silvery sunsets over the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 
(p 41 )

 Coit Tower Parrot’s-eye 
views over the  bay on the 
garden-lined stairways. 
(p 56 )

 Beaches & 
Waterfront
 Crissy  Field The old 
army airstrip is now 
patrolled by windsurfers, 
shorebirds, joggers and 
puppies. (p 28 )

 Ocean Beach Beach-
combers, surfers and 
serious sand-castle 
architects brave SF’s 
blustery Pacific Ocean. 
(p 168 )

 Baker Beach Golden 
Gate Bridge views, 
sustainable fishing, and 
clothing-optional sun-
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Nobel Prize winners in 
massive wraparound 
murals at SF’s trailblaz-
ing Women’s Building 
(p 129 ).

 5 826 Valencia
  Back on Valencia, you’ll 
spot the Chris Ware car-
toon mural and store-
front art installations 
of  826 Valencia (p 132 ), 
the world’s premier 
(OK, only) pirate supply 
store. Duck inside for 
eye-patches, scurvy 
remedies (aka lemon-
drops) and America’s 
leading (alright, only) 
fish theater.

 6 Dog-Eared 
Books
  Pause to pay respects 
to bygone celebrities 
at  Dog-Eared Books 
(900 Valencia St) – the 
front window features 
hand-drawn obituary 
cartoons of luminar-
ies from Liz Taylor to 
Susan Sontag. 

 7 Ratio 3
  International art-fair 
buzz begins at  Ratio 3
(2831 Mission St), a 
trippy stark-black gal-
lery that delivers on its 
promise to ‘bring vast-
ness to  mind’ with Mitzi 

Pederson’s shattered, 
glittered concrete and 
Ara Peterson’s optical-
illusion waves.

 8 Balmy Alley
  Head down 24th St and 
into  Balmy Alley (p 132 ), 
where you may recog-
nize assassinated activ-
ist Archbishop Romero 
and Surrealist painter 
Frida Kahlo among the 
colorful characters illu-
minating garage doors 
in this mural-covered 
backstreet. 

 1 Four Barrel
  Parklets and Burning 
Man were both invented 
in San Francisco, and 
the curbside counter 
at  Four Barrel (375 
Valencia St) looks like a 
suitably rusty Burning 
Man relic. Fuel up with 
potent java roasted on 
the premises.

 2 Creativity 
Explored
   Creativity Explored 
(p 133 ) showcases 
original works by de-
velopmentally disabled 
artists, including John 
McKenzie’s carefully 
inked word poems: ‘war 
is weird/war is pushy/
war is old-fashioned.’

 3 Mission Dolores
  Ahead is the city’s first 
building: adobe  Mission 
Dolores (p 132 ), built 
by some 5000 native 
Ohlone and Miwok –
glimpse the Miwok 
memorial hut through 
the mission fence on 
Chola Lane.

 4 Women’s 
Building 
Maestrapiece
  Swing  left on 18th St, 
and you’ll come face to 
face with goddesses and 

 2 The Walk
 Generations of Missionites have found fertile 
ground for inspiration here. The  Mission is home 
to San Francisco’s earthquake-defying 1776 adobe 
and many other enduring monuments to originality: 
graffiti showcases, upstart galleries, even a pirate 
store. Outrageousness and provocation come with 
the territory here – but so do unexpectedly 
poignant moments, from parking-lot gardens to 
garage-door heroes.

 Start Four Barrel; Z16th St Mission

 Finish Balmy Alley; Z24th St Mission

 Length 2.5 miles; three hours

 5 Take a Break
 After this slice of Mission life, join locals for a slice 
of strawberry-rhubarb pie on the corner of Mission 
and 25th Sts at   Mission Pie (%415-282-1500; www.
missionpie.com; 2901 Mission St; pie $3-5; h7am-10pm 
Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat, from 9am Sun; Wvc; g12, 14, 
48, 49, Z24th St Mission). 
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 1 Munch Mochi at Benkyodo
  Pass bronze origami-dandelion 
fountains by celebrated sculptor 
and ex-WWII internee Ruth  Asawa 
on pedestrian Buchanan St, and 
enter   Benkyodo (%415-922-1244; www.
benkyodocompany.com; 1747 Buchanan St; 
dishes $1-10; h8am-5pm Mon-Sat; g2, 3, 
22, 38). This picture-perfect retro lunch 
counter cheerfully serves $1.25 mochi 
(rice cakes) made in-house, including 
popular green tea, peanut and straw-
berry flavors; cash only. 

 2 Step into Japan Center’s 
Cartoon Scene
  Retro   Japan Center (www.sfjapantown.
org; 1625 Post St; h10am-midnight; g2, 
3, 22, 38) looks like a Hiyao Miyazaki 
animation brought to life, with indoor 
pedestrian bridges, rock gardens and 
curtained restaurant entryways intact 
since the mall’s grand opening in 
1968. But Japan Center stays current, 
with anime photo-booths downstairs 
and Lolita goths reading manga 
at   Kinokuniya Books & Stationery 
(%415-567-7625; www.kinokuniya.com/us; 
Japan Center, 1581 Webster St; h10:30am-
8pm; g22, 38).

 3 Reflect at Peace Pagoda
  Japantown’s signature monument is 
Yoshiro Taniguchi’s minimalist   Peace 
Pagoda (Peace Plaza, Japan Center; g22, 
38), a gift from SF’s sister city of Osaka, 
Japan, in 1968. Similar stupas exist in 
India to commemorate Gandhi’s peace 
efforts and in Hiroshima to remember 
victims of the atom bomb. Hewn-rock 

benches beneath cherry trees offer 
prime perspectives on this 100ft struc-
ture and its lofty aspirations.

 4 Fast-Forward to Future 
Fashion & Film
  Glimpse ahead of the curve at   New 
People (www.newpeopleworld.com; 1746 
Post St; hnoon-7pm Mon-Sat, to 6pm Sun; 
g2, 3, 22, 38), a three-story emporium 
of novelty. Unreleased international 
films screen in basement   New People 
Cinema (%415-525-8600; tickets $12). Try 
on Alice-in-Wonderland-worthy Lolita 
costumes upstairs, then join tea par-
ties in progress downstairs at Crown 
& Crumpet (p 200 ).

 5 Soak at Kabuki Springs
  Unwind in communal baths at   Kabuki 
Springs & Spa (%415-922-6000; www.
kabukisprings.com; 1750 Geary Blvd; admis-
sion $25; h10am-9:45pm, co-ed Tue, women-
only Wed, Fri & Sun, men-only Mon, Thu & Sat; 
g22, 38). Scrub down with salt, soak 
in the hot pool, take a cold plunge and 
repeat as necessary. Bathing suits are 
required on co-ed Tuesdays.

 6 Hit Yoshi’s for Jazz & Sushi
  The Fillmore St Jazz District was the 
‘Harlem of the West’ back in the ’40s 
and ’50s, and   Yoshi’s (%415-655-5600; 
www.yoshis.com; 1300 Fillmore St; hshows 
8pm and/or 10pm Tue-Sun, dinner Tue-Sun; 
g22, 31) still draws the world’s top tal-
ent, and serves serious sushi besides. 
Pay respects to jazz  legends in the 
lobby and next door at the   Jazz Herit-
age Center (www.jazzheritagecenter.org; 
1320 Fillmore St).

 Waving maneki neko 
(ceramic cats) on counters 
greet your arrival in 
  Japantown, nestled snugly 
between the Haight and 
the Marina. But Japantown 
is more than kawaii (cute); 
this pioneering community 
challenged WWII Japanese 
American internment 
orders to establish key US 
civil rights precedents. 
Japantown continues to 
innovate, premiering inter-
national films, launching 
jazz legends and setting 
style trends. 

 Getting There

 Japantown is 1 mile south of 
the Marina.

 J Bus 1, 2, 3, and 38 
connect Fillmore St to 
Downtown; 22 connects 
with Haight St and the 
Mission.

 K Parking Fillmore St 
(at Post) and Post St (at 
Webster).

 Shops, Sushi & Shows in 
Japantown

Local Life
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 y Top Tips
  To avoid tra   c 

jams heading down 
Lombard, come 
early morning; for sunlit 
photo-ops, swing by 
mid-afternoon, when 
the fog clears.

  No need to hold up 
tra   c angling for the 
best shot – the best 
photos of Lombard are 
from the bottom of the 
street and atop Coit 
Tower, one hill over.

  Don’t try anything 
funny. The recent 
clampdown on renegade 
skaters means that the 
challenges featured in 
skater video games will 
remain strictly virtual – 
at least until the cops get 
slack.

 5 Take a Break
 Before you get your 
kicks heading down 
Lombard, detour to 
Larkin St for crowd-
pleasing ice cream 
at Swensen’s (p 46 ) 
or pizza slices at Za 
(p 45 ).

 Don’t Miss
 Switchbacks
  After one too many automobile drivers went 
careening into front gardens after visiting local 
speakeasies in the Roaring ’20s, local property 
owners added eight turns punctuated by flower-
pots to transform this block from a lethal short-
cut into a scenic route. The result is what you 
see today: a red-brick street with lovingly tended 
flower beds at every turn, flanked by 250 steps.

 Sterling Park
  Drivers rushing toward Lombard St’s tricky turns 
miss glorious Golden Gate Bridge vistas along the 
zigzagging paths of hilltop   Sterling Park (www.rhn.
org/pointofinterestparks.html; Greenwich & Hyde Sts; c). 
Sunsets framed by windswept Monterey pines 
are pure poetry, as befits the park’s namesake, 
bohemian poet George  Sterling. He embraced 
nature, free love and opium, and was frequently 
broke. But San Francisco’s high society indulged 
his eccentricities, and had this park named after 
him.

 Powell-Hyde Cable Car
  Never mind all those classic movie car-chase 
scenes (Vertigo, What’s Up Doc) and car com-
mercials shot in San Francisco: the best way to 
hit Lombard isn’t by car, but by cable car. The 
 Powell-Hyde line  summits Nob Hill before clang-
ing up Russian Hill, passing multimillion-dollar 
mansions and secret stairway gardens. Leap off 
at Lombard for unbeatable hilltop views.

  Giddiness comes with the territory atop Lombard 
St, peering down at eight brick-paved, flower-
lined switchbacks down the 27% grade of Russian 
Hill. Lombard’s title as ‘world’s crookedest street’ 
is grammatically and factually incorrect – 
Vermont St in Potrero Hill deserves this street 
cred – but the thrills are real. Hitchcock used this 
steep block to induce Vertigo, and skate legend 
Tony Hawk included its challenging turns in his 
Pro Skater video game. Take the 250 steps down 
instead – residents keep a sharp eye on this 
scenic street.

  o Map p 42 , B3

  900 block of Lombard St

  U Powell-Hyde
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Downtown & SoMa 
(p76)
Flagship stores and 
museum shows by day, 
underground clubs and 
Bay Bridge lights by 
night.

Top Sights1
Ferry Building
Cable Cars

Fisherman’s Wharf 
& the Piers (p34)
Adventures with sea lions 
and Space Invaders, 
submarine dives and 
Alcatraz escapes.

Top Sights1
Fisherman’s Wharf
Lombard Street

The Mission (p126)
A book in one hand, a 
burrito in the other, 
murals all around.

Hayes Valley & 
Civic Center
(p106)
Grand buildings and 
great performances, 
foodie finds and local 
designs.

Top Sights1
Asian Art Museum

North Beach & 
Chinatown (p54)
Dragon gates and dim 
sum on one end of Grant 
St, parrots and espresso 
on the other – and 
poetry in every alley.

Top Sights1
Coit Tower & Filbert 
Street Steps
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Golden Gate
Bridge

California
Academy of

Sciences

MH de Young
Museum

Golden Gate Bridge 
& the Marina (p22)
In full view of San 
Francisco's iconic 
landmark, you'll find 
Yoda, Disney, nature and 
nudity.

Top Sights1
Golden Gate Bridge

Golden Gate Park & 
the Avenues (p160)
SF’s Wild West is where 
the buffalo roam, 
penguins waddle, 
hippies drum and 
surfers rip.

Top Sights1

MH de Young Museum

California Academy of
Sciences

Worth a Trip
Top Sights1

Alcatraz
Exploratorium

The Haight & NoPa 
(p148)
Sixties flashbacks, 
radical fashion, free 
music and pricey 
skateboards.

 Neighborhoods
 San Francisco 

Neighborhoods  1918

 For more information,
see Survival Guide (p 203 )

 Currency
 US   dollar ($)

 Language
  English

 Visas
 The US Visa Waiver Program allows 

nationals of 37  countries to enter the US 
without a visa.

 Money
 ATMs widely available; credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, stores and 
restaurants. Farmers markets, food trucks 

and some bars are cash only.

 Cell Phones
 Most US cell phones besides the  iPhone 

operate on CDMA, not the  European 
standard GSM; check  compatibility with 

your phone service provider.

 Time
 Paci  c Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

eight  hours)

 Plugs & Adapters
 Most plugs have two  at pins, some 

appliances have two  at pins plus a round pin; 
electrical  current is 120V.

 Tipping
 At restaurants, 15% (bad service) to 25% 

(exceptional service). Count on $1 to $2 per 
drink at bars, $2 per bag to hotel   porters, 10% 

or $1 minimum per taxi ride.

 Getting Around
 Small, hilly San Francisco is walkable, with 
public transportation and occasional taxis or 
bikes for backup. For transit options, depar-
tures and arrivals, check www.511.org or call 
%511. A detailed Muni Street & Transit Map 
is available free online.

 U Cable Cars
 Frequent, slow and scenic, from 6am to 1am 
daily; joyride from Downtown to Chinatown, 
North Beach  and Fisherman’s Wharf. Single 
rides cost $6; for frequent use, get a Muni 
passport.

 m Muni Streetcar
 Lines connect Downtown and SoMa with 
Golden Gate Park, the Mission and the 
Castro. Historic F- line streetcars run from 
Fisherman’s Wharf down Market St to the 
Castro. Fares are $2.

 J Muni Bus
 Reasonably fast, but schedules vary wildly 
by line;  infrequent after 9pm. Fares are $2.

  Z BART Subway
 High-speed transit from Downtown to Civic 
Center, the   Mission, Oakland/Berkeley, SFO 
and Millbrae, where it connects with Caltrain. 
Fares run $1.75 to $8.25.

 K Taxi
 Fares run  about $2.75 per mile; meters start 
at $3.50.

 Arriving in San 
Francisco

 Service from three airports makes reach-
ing San Francisco quick and convenient. 
BART offers easy access to Downtown San 
Francisco from SFO and Oakland airports; 
from San  Jose airport, shuttles connect to 
Caltrain. Amtrak trains are a low-emissions, 
scenic  option for domestic travel to San 
Francisco.

 A From San Francisco Airport 
(SFO)

 Destination  Best Transport
 Downtown/Mission  BART

 Rest of SF  Taxi/door-to-door 
shuttle

 A From Oakland Airport (OAK)
 Destination  Best Transport
 Downtown/Mission  BART

 Rest of SF  Taxi/door-to-door 
shuttle

 A At the Airports
 San Francisco Airport All terminals have 
ATMs, and there is a currency exchange in 
the international terminal. The airport’s free 
AirTrain connects to the SFO BART station. 
Taxis depart outside baggage claim; shared-
ride vans depart the marked curbside 
upstairs.

 Oakland Airport ATMs are available 
throughout the airport. Taxis, door-to-door 
shared vans, and AirBART shuttles leave 
curbside.

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than $100 

   Dorm beds $25–$30

   Food-truck dishes $5–$10

   California Academy of Sciences 
NightLife $12

 Midrange $100–$250 
   Motel/Downtown hotel $90–$180

   Ferry Building meal $15–$35

   Exploratorium $25

   Symphony rush tickets $20

 Top End more than $250 
   Boutique hotel $150–$380

   Chef’s tasting menu $65–$175

   Alcatraz night tour $37

 Useful Websites
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

usa/san-francisco) Expert local advice.

   Bold Italic ( www.thebolditalic.com) SF 
stories and events.

   SFGate (www.sfgate.com) San Francisco 
Chronicle news, events, restaurants.

 Advance Planning
   Two months before Book hotels for May 

to September; walk to build stamina for hills.

   Three weeks before Book Alcatraz 
visits, Precita Eyes Mission mural tours and 
Chinatown Alleyways Tours; reserve dinners 
at Rich Table, Benu or Coi.

   One week before Look for tickets to 
American Conservatory Theater, San 
Francisco Symphony or Opera shows.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

  Neighborhoods
What’s where

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

The Best 
of San 
Francisco  
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
  The best things 
to see and do, 
neighborhood   by 
  neighborhood

  San Francisco’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Muni/Metro
Z BART
j Tram/Cable Car
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each neighborhood
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28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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Lonely Planet’s 
San Francisco
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you straight 
to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
  neighborhoods and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas 
to experience the real San 
Francisco.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
San Francisco

 Grab your coat and a handful of glitter, and enter the land 
of fog and fabulousness. You’re just in time for the next 
outlandish act here at the outer edge of California and 
reason – if there’s a costume unworn, technology un-
imagined, skate move unattempted or quirk uncelebrated, 
it’s about to happen here. So long, inhibitions; hello, San 
Francisco. 

San Francisco Top Sights ........................................ 8

San Francisco Local Life ..........................................12

San Francisco Day Planner .....................................14

Need to Know ...........................................................16

San Francisco Neighborhoods ...............................18

Downtown vistas from Alamo Square Park (p152)
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