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In This Book

 Museums
  San Francisco Museum 
of Modern Art (p 76 ; 
pictured right) Sculpture 
on the roof, photography 
and new media down-
stairs, and a new wing of 
modern masterpieces.

  Asian Art Museum 
(p 106 ) Trip through 
6000 years and 4000 
miles in an hour, with 
masterpieces from 
Mumbai to Tokyo.

  MH de Young Memorial 
Museum (p 164 ) Wonder 
at craftsmanship and ar-
tistic vision, from ancient 
Olmec heads to James 
Turrell light installations.

  California Academy of 
Sciences (p 162 ) Chase 
butterflies under the 
rainforest dome or hang 
with the penguins inside 
this living museum.

  Cartoon Art Museum 
(p 88 ) Better than the 
movie; original artwork 
from legendary comics,
 from Superman to 
Robert Crumb.

  Contemporary Jewish 
Museum (p 88 ) Artworks 
by Warhol, Houdini, Lou 
Reed and Gertrude Stein 

prove great minds don’t 
always think alike.

  Legion of Honor (p 168 ) 
Eclectic collecting at its 
SF best: ancient Meso-
potamian art, John Cage 
soundscapes and week-
end organ recitals in the 
Rodin sculpture gallery.

 History
  Alcatraz (p 50 ) Tour the 
notorious island and 
prison, from solitary cells 
to attempted escape 
routes.

  USS Pampanito (p 37 ) 
Dive into history on a 
WWII submarine.

 Murals
  Coit Tower (p 54 ) Murals 
showing SF during the 
Great Depression got 27 
artists labeled first com-
munists, then national 
treasures.

  Mission Murals (p 128 ) 
Diego Rivera’s influence 
is everywhere in 400 
colorful, political, street-
wise murals.

 Contemporary 
 Art Galleries
  Catharine Clark Gallery 
(p 88 ) Stealing SFMOMA’s 
thunder with danger-
ous, moving, memorable 
shows from current and 
future museum-show 
headliners.

  Gallery Paule Anglim 
(p 88 ) Experimental 
works and conceptual 
art conundrums from 
established art stars.

  49 Geary (p 89 ) Four 
floors of galleries cover-
ing all media, from inter-
active environmental art 
to classic silver-gelatin 
photographs.

  77 Geary (p 90 ) Two 
floors of luscious paint-
ing and provocative 
ideas lift spirits and open 
minds.

  Theater &  Comedy
  American Conserva-
tory Theater (p 97 ) 
Breakthrough premieres 
and controversial original 
plays, from Tony Kushner 
to David Mamet.

  Intersection for the 
Arts (p 139 ) Experi-
mental works by distin-
guished playwrights and 
improvisational jazz on a 
postage-stamp stage.

  Fort Mason (p 28 ) 
Cutting-edge theater, 
improv comedy and 
art fairs at a creatively 
repurposed army base.

  Cobb’s Comedy Club 
(p 68 ) HBO and NBC 
talents try their riskiest 
material here first.

  Dance
  Yerba Buena Center for 
the Arts (p 97 ) Inspira-
tions range from machin-
ery to martial arts at this 
all-star performing arts 
showcase.

  ODC (p 139 ) Raw and 
risky performances 
September–December, 
and 200 dance classes a 
week all year-round.

  San Francisco Ballet 
(p 119 ) Classical elegance 
and gorgeous staging, 
with performances 
January–May.

  Cinema
  Castro Theatre (p 145 ) 
Deco movie palace 
(pictured right) featuring 
silver-screen classics and 
cult hits for cinemaniac 
audiences.

  Roxie Cinema (p 139 ) 
Film festivals, docu-
mentaries and rare cult 
classics.

  Drag
  AsiaSF (p 98 ) Hot Asian-
inspired dishes – and the 
food’s not bad either.

  Beach Blanket Babylon 
(p 67 ) SF’s longest-
running, sharpest-witted, 
biggest-wigged comedy 
cabaret.

  Bridge Theater (p 175 ) 
Midnight B-movies 
hosted by drag diva 
Peaches Christ – come 
as you are, or in costume

 Worth a Trip
  Sundance Kabuki 
Cinema (www.sundancecin
emas.com/kabuki.html; 1881 
Post St; adult/child $14/10) 
Get eco-entertained at 
this green multiplex with 
GMO-free popcorn, 
reserved seating in 
recycled-fiber seats and 
the frankly brilliant Bal-
cony Bar, where you can 
slurp seasonal cocktails 
during your movie.

  San Francisco 49ers 
(%415-656-4900; www.
sf49ers.com; Monster Park; 
tickets $25-100 at www.tick
etmaster.com; mT) Shiver-
ing through foggy ’Niners 
football games is an SF 
bonding ritual. The 49ers 
were the National Foot-
ball League dream team 
during the 1980s–’90s, 
and though they haven’t 
made the playoffs lately, 
fan loyalty hasn’t flagged.

  Museums & 
 Galleries
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  Baker Beach (p 28 ) So 
San Fran: Golden Gate 
Bridge views, sustainable 
fishing, and clothing-
optional sunbathing on a 
former Army base.

  Coastal Trail (p 177 ) 
Cover nine miles of 
waterfront from Fort 
Funston to Fort Mason, 
with sparkling Pacific and 
bay views.

  San Francisco Maritime 
National Historic Park 
(p 38 ) Tour 120-year-old 
boats bobbing like giant 
bath toys along Fisher-
man’s Wharf.

  Outdoor Activities
  Golden Gate Park 
(p 169 ) All of San Fran-
cisco’s favorite pastimes 
in one place: baseball, 
skating, lawn bowling, 
lindy-hopping, drum-

circling and general 
lollygagging.

  La Raza Skatepark 
(p 133 ) Where SF’s urban 
skate legends blast off 
the bowl and kinder-
gartners land their first 
kick-flips.

  Mission Dolores Park 
(p 132 ) Pick up games of 
soccer, Frisbee, basket-
ball and tennis, plus 
protests, parades and 
free movies.

  Stow Lake (p 170 ) 
Paddle-boat to the 
pagoda and back around 
a picturesque island in 
Golden Gate Park.

 Botanical Wonders
  Strybing Arboretum 
&  Botanical Gardens 
(p 168 ) Everything grows 
in this Golden Gate 
Park corner, from South 

African savannahs and 
California redwoods 
to New Zealand cloud 
forests.

  Japanese Tea Garden 
(p 168 ) Contemplate 
priceless lost-and-found 
bonsai over iron pots 
of tea.

 Urban  Wildlife
  Sea lions at  Pier 39 
(p 37 ) This harem fea-
tures more posturing, 
clowning and in-fighting 
than a reality show.

  Hayes Valley Farm 
(p 112 ) Bees are making 
honey on a freeway on-
ramp at this unbelievable 
two-acre urban farm.

  Jones (p 116 ) Rise above 
the concrete jungle for 
captivating Patty Hearst 
cocktails in a rooftop 
forest.

 If the climb doesn’t take your breath away on 
hilltop parks, the scenery surely will. Nature 
has been kind to San Francisco, but it has taken 
generations of pioneering conservation e  orts to 
preserve this splendor. Early champions include 
Sierra Club founder  John Muir, Golden Gate Park 
planner  William Hammond Hall, and ordinary San 
Franciscans who saw beauty and not just gold in 
these hills.

 San Francisco’s Green Outlook
 Recent reports rank San Francisco the greenest 
city in North America – but you could probably 
guess that at a glance.  All around you’ll notice wild 
ideas at work, from mandatory citywide compost-
ing to  Green Party politics (the sheri   was a found-
ing Green Party member), freeway overpasses 
converted into urban farmland to Army airstrips 
reinvented as birdwatching preserves. This is one 
town where you can eat, sleep and cavort sustain-
ably – and from the bottom of its heart to the top 
of its green hills, San Francisco thanks you.

 Wheels & Waves
 Daredevil hills and dazzling waters invite SF visi-
tors to roll, surf  and sail around town. Haight St 
is urban skating at its obstacle-course best. Inline 
skaters cover the bay waterfront every Friday night 
and disco-skate in  Golden Gate Park on Sundays.

 Bone-chilling Paci  c surf is not for novices; 
check the surf report (%415-273-1618) before you 
suit up. Sailing is best April through August, but 
whale-watching season peaks mid-October through 
December.

 Hilltop Vistas
  Alamo Square (p 150 ) 
Sweeping downtown 
vistas (pictured above), 
plus a scene-stealing 
hilltop shoe garden.

  Sterling Park (p 41 ) The 
crowning glory of Lom-
bard St; wind-sculpted 
pines frame Golden Gate 
Bridge panoramas.

  Coit Tower (p 54 ) Get 
parrot’s eye views over 
the bay on the garden-
lined climb to Coit Tower.

 Beaches & 
Waterfront
  Crissy Field (p 28 ) The 
old Army airstrip is now 
patrolled by windsurfers, 
joggers and puppies.

  Ocean Beach (p 168 ) 
Beachcombers, surfers 
and serious sand-castle 
architects brave SF’s 
blustery Pacific Ocean.

 Outdoors
Best

L
E

E
 F

O
S

T
E

R
/

L
O

N
E

LY
 P

L
A

N
E

T
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

 Best Outdoors  197196  Best Outdoors

 Shops 9/10am–6/7pm 
Monday to Saturday and 
noon–6pm Sunday

  Discount Cards
 Go Card (www.gosan
franciscocard.com; adult/
child 1-day $54.99/39.99, 
2-day $75.99/54.99, 3-day 
$95.99/69.99) o  ers 
unlimited access to major 
attractions, cable cars, dis-
counts on packaged tours 
and waterfront eateries.

 Green Zebra guide (www.
thegreenzebra.org) o  ers 
special discounts on Bay 
Area green-friendly 
businesses.

Electricity

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz

 Emergency
 Police,  re and ambu-
lance (� �emergency 911, 
non-emergency 311)

 San Francisco General 
Hospital (%emergency 
room 415-206-8111, main 
hospital 415-206-8000; www.
sfdph.org; 1001 Potrero Ave)

 Drug & alcohol emer-
gency treatment (%415-
362-3400)

 Trauma Recovery & 
Rape Treatment Center 
(%415-437-3000; http://
traumarecoverycenter.org)

  Money
 y Top Tip Most banks 
have ATM machines open 
24 hours; service charges 
may apply.

 US dollars are the only 
accepted currency in 
San Francisco; debit/
credit cards are accepted 
widely.

 Changing Money
 Exchange bureaus 
Located at airports, 
but most city banks 
o  er better rates – try 
centrally located Bank of 
America (www.bankamerica.
com; downstairs, 1 Powell St; 
h9am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm 
Sat; mbPowell St)

 Exchange rates Consult 
www.xe.com, a currency 
converter site.

 Credit Cards
 To report lost or stolen 
credit cards, contact:

 American Express 
(%800-992-3404)

 Diners Club
(%800-234-6377)

 Discover (%800-347-2683)

 MasterCard
(%800-622-7747)

 Visa (%800-847-2911)

 Travelers Checks
 Many establishments will 
accept travelers checks 
just like cash. For check 
purchase and exchange, 
visit American Express 
(AmEx; %415-536-2600; 
www.americanexpress.

(including gas and insur-
ance) starting at $6.98 
per hour ($69.30 per 
day); $25 application fee 
and $50 prepaid usage 
required in advance.

 Rush hour Avoid peak 
tra   c weekdays 7:30am–
9:30am and 4:30pm–
6:30pm; call %511 for 
tra   c updates.

 Towed cars Retrieve cars 
towed for parking viola-
tions at Autoreturn (www.
autoreturn.com; 450 7th St; 
h24hr);  nes run $73 
plus towing and storage 
fee, starting at $392.75/
 rst four hours.

 Roadside assistance 
Members of the American 
Automobile Association 
(AAA; %800-222-4357; 
www.aaa.com; 160 Sutter St; 
h8:30am-5:30pm Mon-Fri) 
can call the 800 number 
any time for emergency 
road service and towing.

 Parking Restrictions
 Red  no  parking/stopping

 Blue  disabled only

 Green  10 min 9am-6pm

 White  pick-up/drop-off only

 Yellow  loading zone 7am-6pm.

  Streetcar
 y Best for... travel to the 
Castro and Ocean Beach 
and along Market St.
 Throughout this book, 
venues accessible by 
Muni Metro streetcar 
lines are denoted by m 
followed by the name 
of the nearest streetcar 
stop. The N Judah line 
goes through many key 
neighborhoods, from 
Downtown to Ocean 
Beach. It’s a cheap way to 
get the lay of the land.

 Tickets Standard fares 
$2; see p 207  for passes.

 Schedule 5am–midnight 
weekdays; limited sched-
ules on weekends.

 Night service L and N 
lines operate 24 hours, but 
above-ground ‘Owl’ buses 
replace streetcars between 
12:30am and 5:30am.

 Key Routes
& Destinations
 F  Fisherman’s Wharf & 

Embarcadero to Castro

 J  Downtown to 
Mission/Castro

 K, L, M  Downtown to Castro

 N  Caltrain and SBC
Ballpark to Haight, 
Golden Gate Park & 
Ocean Beach

 T  Embarcadero to 
Caltrain & Bayview

 Taxi
 y Best for... SoMa and 
Mission club nights.
 Meters start at $3.50 
plus about $2.25 per 
 mile and 10% tip ($1 
minimum).
 Taxi companies with 
24-hour dispatches:

 Green Cab (%415-626-
4733; www.626green.com)

 DeSoto Cab 
(%415-970-1300)

 Luxor (%415-282-4141)

 Yellow Cab 
(%415-333-3333)

 Essential 
Information
  Business Hours
 Nonstandard hours are 
listed in reviews; standard 
business hours are:

 Banks 9am–4:30/5pm 
Monday to Friday 
(occasionally 9am–noon 
Saturday)

 O   ces 8:30am–5:30pm 
Monday to Friday

 Restaurants Breakfast 
8am–noon, lunch noon–
3pm, dinner 5:30–10pm; 
Saturday and Sunday 
brunch 10am–2pm

Essential Information  209208  Survival Guide
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 1 Seafood Lunch
 Decadent lunches at decent prices are 
the specialty of  Swan Oyster Depot 
(1517 Polk St; dishes $10-20; h8am-5:30pm 
Mon-Sat). Join the line for a spot at the 
counter to savor crab salad with a 
glass of bubbly along with the obliga-
tory oysters, shucked in front of you 
and drizzled with mignonette (wine 
and shallot sauce).

 2 Handmade SF at Studio
 Spi   up your pad with locally made 
arts and crafts at bargain prices at 
 Studio (www.studiogallerysf.com; 1815 Polk 
St; h11am-8pm Wed-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun). 
Bring San Francisco home in Katie 
Gilman’s pulp-  ction-inspired prints 
of SF haunts, architectural etchings
 by Alice Gibbons, and Heather 
Logsdon’s repurposed San Francisco 
map-wallets.

 3 Statement Jewelry
 Craftsmanship meets high concept at 
 Velvet da Vinci (www.velvetdavinci.com; 
2015 Polk St; h11am-6pm Tue-Sat, to 4pm 
Sun), where one-of-a-kind handmade 
jewels have been celebrated and 
exhibited for 20 years. Look for Amy 
Tavern’s industrial recreations of 
her grandmother’s jewelry, and Niki 
Ulelha’s marionette-inspired jointed 
ebony necklaces.

 4 Sustainable Chic
 Idealism meets streetwise fashion at 
 Eco Citizen (www.ecocitizenonline.com; 
2255 Polk St), a boutique of eco-friendly, 
fair-traded fabulousness. Gear up 

for San Francisco hills in easygoing, 
thoughtful style from head to foot, 
from hand-printed organic cotton sun-
hats to hand-stitched, California-made 
black oxfords. Prices are fair for the 
quality, and sale racks a total steal.

 5 Wine at Amélie
 No Polk St boutique trawl is complete 
without a toast to shopping scores 
at  Amélie (www.ameliesf.com; 1754 Polk 
St), where wine-bottle sconces on 
wine-stained walls hint at the house 
specialty. Happy hour  ights run $10, 
but daily specials may include a bottle 
with cheese plate for under $35.

 6 Kitsch Cocktails at Bigfoot
 After one sobriety stomping Sasquatch 
cocktail (Wild Turkey, brandy, and a 
droplet of ginger ale) at log cabin–
themed  Bigfoot Lodge (www.bigfootlodge.
com; 1750 Polk St), you’ll swear you’ve seen 
Bigfoot – the hairy monster lurks in the 
corner. Stick around after the 3pm–7pm 
happy hour, and the night turns urban-
legendary: bartenders light the bar on 
 re around midnight.

 7 Gay Old Times at Cinch
 Finding a fun gay dive bar on Polk St 
isn’t as easy as it once was, but here 
it’s a  Cinch (www.thecinch.com; 1723 Polk 
St; h9am-2am Mon-Fri, 6am-2am Sat & Sun). 
Come out and play in an old-timey 
saloon with pool, pinball, free pop-
corn, a big smokers patio, year-round 
holiday decorations and occasional 
amateur drag nights.

 Sailors on shore leave 
set the tone for Polk St, 
a historic nightlife hub 
that was San Francisco’s 
original gay neighborhood. 
Today most gay bars have 
relocated to SoMa and 
the Castro, but dive bars 
with live music and liter-
ary credentials still make 
the scene. By day, Marina 
party girls and slumming 
Nob Hill socialites shop 
funky Polk St boutiques.

 Getting There

 Upper Polk St is 0.5 miles 
south of Aquatic Park

 J Bus No 19 runs up Polk 
St to the wharf.

 U Cable Car Powell-Hyde 
climbs Russian Hill, the 
California line connects Polk 
St to downtown.

  Upper Polk Bars & Boutiques
Local Life
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 y Top Tips
 Southbound toll is $6, 
northbound is free.

 Carpools (three or 
more) are free 5am–
9am and 4pm–6pm.

 Dress warmly before 
crossing the bridge 
on foot or bike, with a 
water-resistant outer 
layer to break the wind 
and fog.

 Skating and  pets (except 
guide animals) are not 
allowed on bridge side-
walks. Wheelchairs are 
permitted on the east 
sidewalk.

 Glimpse the underbelly 
of the bridge from the 
Municipal Pier in front 
of the Warming Hut. By 
reservation Saturday 
mornings March–
October, Fort Point staff 
demonstrate how to 
catch crabs here.

 5 Take a Break
  Stop by the certified-
green Warming Hut 
(p 30 ) for fair-trade 
coffee and pastries.

 Don’t Miss
 Vista Points
 San Franciscans have passionate perspectives 
on every subject, but especially their signature 
landmark. Fog a  cionados prefer the north-end 
lookout at Marin’s Vista Point to watch clouds 
tumble like Olympic gymnasts over bridge cables. 
 Crissy Field (p 28 ) is a key spot to appreciate 
the span in its entirety, with windsurfers and 
kite-  iers adding action to your snapshots. From 
clothing-optional  Baker Beach (p 28 ), you can ap-
preciate the bridge in all its naked glory.

 Bridge Crossings
 To see both sides of the Golden Gate, hike or bike 
the span. From the parking area and bus stop, a 
pedestrian pathway leads past the toll plaza to 
the eastern sidewalk (h5am-6pm daily). Near the 
toll plaza is a cross-section of suspension cable, 
with the tensile strength to support thousands 
of cars and buses daily. If you’d rather not walk 
back, Golden Gate Transit buses head back to SF 
from Marin. Bikes share the eastern sidewalk, but 
must yield to pedestrians.

  Fort Point
 Completed in 1861 with 126 cannons, Fort Point 
(www.nps.gov/fopo; Marine Dr; admission free; h10am-
5pm Fri-Sun; gLincoln Blvd) stood guard against cer-
tain invasion by Confederate soldiers during the 
Civil War…or not. Despite its guns, this fort saw 
no action – at least until Alfred Hitchcock shot 
scenes from Vertigo here, with stunning views of 
the Golden Gate Bridge from below. Stop by for 
panoramic viewing decks and Civil War displays.

 Strange but true: San Francisco’s iconic suspen-
sion bridge was almost nixed by the navy in 
favor of yellow-striped concrete pylons.  Joseph 
B Strauss is the engineering mastermind behind 
the 1937 marvel, but architects  Gertrude and Irv-
ing Murrow get credit for the soaring deco design 
and custom ‘International Orange’ color. Before 
the War Department could insist on an eyesore, 
laborers braved treacherous riptides and got to 
work, constructing the nearly two-mile span and 
746ft suspension towers in just four years.

 1 Map p 26 , A1

 goldengatebridge.org/
visitors

 O   Lincoln Blvd

 g Muni bus 28 runs near 
the Toll Plaza; all Golden 
Gate Transit buses cross 
the bridge ($3.65 one-
way), including 70 and 80
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  Golden Gate Bridge
Top Sight

Golden Gate Bridge viewed from Vista Point

2525Golden Gate BridgeGolden Gate Bridge & the Marina24

  Muni (Municipal Transit 
Agency; www.sfmuni.com) 
operates bus, streetcar 
and cable-car lines. 
Throughout this book, 
venues accessible by bus 
are denoted by g fol-
lowed by the street where 
the nearest bus stop is 
located.

 Tickets Standard fare 
$2; buy on board (exact 
change required) and 
at underground Muni 
stations. Keep ticket for 
transfers (good for 90 
minutes on streetcars 
and buses), and to avoid 
a $100  ne.

 Schedules On digital 
bus stop displays and 
maps, plus http://tran-
sit.511.org. Weekend and 
evening service is limited.

 Night service Owl serv-
ice (1am to 5am) o  ered 
on limited lines, with 
departures every 30–60 
minutes; Late Night 
Transfers valid for travel 
8:30pm–5:30am.

 System map Available 
free online and at the 
Powell MUNI kiosk ($3).

  Cable Car
 y Best for... scenic 
routes and handling hills 
between downtown and 

Fisherman's Wharf and 
North Beach.
 For more on cable car 
lines, service, and history, 
see p 80 .

 Fares Tickets cost $6 per 
ride (no on/o   privileges). 
Purchase on board from 
conductor or at cable-car 
turnaround kiosks.

 Passes For multiple rides, 
get a Passport (p 207 ).

 Seating Each car seats 
about 30, plus stand-
ing passengers clinging 
to straps. To secure a 
seat, get on at cable-car 
turnarounds.

 Car
 y Best for... trips  out of 
town

 Avoid driving in San Fran-
cisco; tra   c is constant, 
street parking scarce, 
hills tricky and meter 
readers ruthless.

 Garages Around $2–$8 
per hour ($25–$50 per 
day) downtown; for public 
parking garages, see www.
sfmta.com. Inquire at 
hotels, restaurants and 
entertainment venues 
about validation.

 Rentals Start at $50–
$60 per day, $175–$300 
per week, plus 9.5% sales 
tax and insurance.

 Car share Prius Hybrids 
and Minis are rented 
by the hour by Zipcar 
(%866-494-7227; www.
zipcar.com) for  at rates 

 Taxis Depart from 
outside baggage claim; 
$35–$50 to most SF 
destinations.

  Driving It’s a 20–60 
minute, 14-mile trip north 
from SFO Airport, up Hwy 
101, to get to downtown 
San Francisco.

 From  Oakland 
International
Airport (OAK)
 BART AirBART shuttle 
(adult/child $3/1) runs 
every 10–20 minutes 
to Coliseum station, 
where you catch BART to 
downtown SF ($3.80, 25 
minutes).

 Taxis Depart curbside; 
fares $50–$70 to SF.

 Door-to-door vans 
Shared rides to SF run 
$25–$30 on Super-
Shuttle (p 205 ).

 From  Norman Y 
Mineta San Jose 
International
Airport (SJC)
 Caltrain (www.caltrain.
com) VTA Airport Flyer 
(bus 10; tickets $2; 5am-
midnight) departs every 
15–30 minutes to Santa 
Clara station, where 
trains depart to San Fran-
cisco. Caltrain terminal is 
at the corner of 4th and 
King Sts (one-way $8.75; 
90 minutes).

 Car Downtown San Fran-
cisco is 50 miles north of 
SJC, via Highway 101.

 From  Emeryville 
Amtrak Station 
(EMY)
 Amtrak (www.amtrakcalifor
nia.com) serves San Fran-
cisco via Emeryville (near 
Oakland), and runs free 
shuttle buses from its 
Emeryville station to San 
Francisco’s Ferry Building 
and Caltrain station.

 Getting 
Around
  BART
 y Best for... travel 
between downtown and 
the Mission, East Bay and 
SFO.
 Throughout this book, 
venues  readily acces-
sible by BART (Bay Area 
Rapid Transit; www.bart.gov; 
h4am-midnight Mon-Fri, 
6am-midnight Sat, 8am-
midnight Sun) are denoted 
by b followed by the 
name of the nearest 
BART station.

 Destinations Downtown, 
Mission District, SF & 
Oakland airports, Berke-
ley & Oakland.

 Schedules Consult 
http://transit.511.org.

 Tickets Sold in BART 
station machines; fares 
start at $1.75.

 Bicycle
 y Best for... sightseeing 
west  of Van Ness Ave.

 Rentals Near Golden 
Gate Park (p 171 ) and 
Fisherman’s Wharf (p 44 ).

  Bus
 y Best for... travel to/
from the Haight, Marina 
and Avenues.

  Green
 Tortoise
 Green Tortoise 
(%800-867-8647, 
415-956-7500; www.
greentortoise.com) 
offers quasi-organ-
ized, slow travel on 
biodiesel-fueled 
buses with built-in 
berths from San 
Francisco to West 
Coast destinations 
including Santa 
Cruz, Death Valley, 
Big Sur and LA.

  Transit Passes
  Muni Passport (1/3/7 days $14/21/27) Allows 

unlimited travel on all Muni transport, including 
cable cars; it’s sold at the Muni kiosk at the Pow-
ell St cable-car turnaround on Market St, San 
Francisco Visitor Information Center (p 211 ) and 
from a number of hotels. One-day passports can 
be purchased from cable car conductors.

  Clipper Cards Downtown Muni/BART stations 
issue the Clipper Card – a reloadable transit card 
with a $5 minimum valid for Muni, BART, Caltrain 
and Golden Gate Transit (not cable cars). Clipper 
cards automatically deduct fares and apply 
transfers – only one Muni fare is deducted in a 
90-minute period.
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Downtown & SoMa 
(p74)
Where high technology 
meets high art, cable 
cars lurch uphill, and 
everyone gets down and 
dirty on the dance floor.

Top Sights1
SFMOMA
Ferry Building
Cable cars

Hayes Valley & 
Civic Center (p104)
Priceless masterpieces 
and great performances 
amid bargain gourmet 
finds, local designs in 
Victorian storefronts, 
and rum drinks fit for 
pirates.

Top Sights1
Asian Art Museum

Fisherman’s Wharf 
& the Piers (p34)
Sea-lion antics, creepy 
wooden fortune-tellers 
and underwater 
adventures. 

Top Sights1
Fisherman’s Wharf
Lombard Street

North Beach & 
Chinatown (p52)
Hit poetry-paved Jack 
Kerouac Alley for 
tearooms and temples 
or pizza and jukebox 
opera, and get a 
parrot’s-eye view of the 
city atop Coit Tower.

Top Sights1
Coit Tower

The Mission (p126)
In these mural-covered 
streets, join food 
revolutions, art 
movements and 
quasi-professional 
slacking already in 
progress.
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California
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Sciences

MH de Young
Memorial
Museum

Worth a Trip
Top Sights1

Alcatraz

The Haight (p146)
Flashbacks and 
fashion-forwardness, 
with free music, free- 
thinkers and pricey 
skateboards.

Golden Gate Park & 
the Avenues (p160)
SF’s mile-wide wild 
streak, surrounded by 
the city’s most 
adventurous dining, 
surfer hangouts and 
outposts of cool.

Top Sights1
California Academy of
Sciences
MH de Young Memorial
Museum

Golden Gate Bridge 
& the Marina (p22)
Shorebirds parade on a 
converted army air strip, 
boutiques yield designer 
bargains, and everyone 
sighs at sunsets over 
the orange bridge.

Top Sights1
Golden Gate Bridge

 

 Neighborhoods
 San Francisco 

Neighborhoods  1918

 For more information, see Survival 
Guide (p 203 ).

 Currency
 US dollar ($)

 Language
 English

 Visas
 The US Visa Waiver program allows 

nationals of 27 countries to enter the US 
without a visa; see p 212 .

 Money
 ATMs widely available; credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, stores and 
restaurants. Farmers markets, food trucks 

and some bars are cash only.

 Cell Phones
 Most US cell phones besides the iPhone 

operate on CDMA, not the European 
standard GSM; check compatibility with 

your phone service provider.

 Time
 Paci  c Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

eight hours)

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Most plugs have two  at pins, some 

appliances have two  at pins plus a round pin; 
electrical current is 120V.

 Tipping
 At restaurants, 15% (bad service) to 25% 

(exceptional service). In bars $1-2 per drink, $2 
per bag to hotel porters, 10% or $1 minimum 

per taxi ride.

 Getting Around
 Small, hilly San Francisco is walkable, with 
public transportation and occasional taxis 
for backup. For transit options, departures 
and arrivals, check www.511.org or call 
%511. A detailed Muni Street & Transit Map 
is available free online and at the Powell 
Muni kiosk ($3).

�U� �Cable Cars
 Frequent, slow and scenic, from 6am to 1am 
daily; joyride from downtown to Chinatown, 
North Beach and Fisherman’s Wharf. Single 
rides cost $6; for frequent use, get a Muni 
passport.

 m  Muni Streetcar
 Lines connect Downtown with Golden Gate 
Park, the Mission, and the Castro. Historic F 
line streetcars run from Fisherman’s Wharf 
down Market Street to the Castro. Fares 
are $2.

 J  Muni Bus
 Reasonably fast, but schedules vary wildly 
by line; infrequent after 9pm. Fares are $2.

 b  BART
 High-speed transit from downtown to Civic 
Center, the Mission, Oakland/Berkeley, SFO 
and Millbrae, where it connects with Cal-
Train. Fares run $2–8.

 K  Taxi
 Fares run about $2.25 per mile; meters start 
at $3.50.

 Arriving in San 
Francisco

 Service from three airports makes reach-
ing San Francisco quick and convenient. 
BART offers easy access to downtown San 
Francisco from SFO and Oakland airports; 
from San Jose airport, shuttles connect to 
Caltrain. Amtrak trains are a low-emissions, 
scenic option for  domestic travel to San 
Francisco.

 A From San Francisco
Airport (SFO)

 Destination  Best Transport
 Downtown/Mission  BART

 Rest of SF  Taxi/door-to-door 
shuttle

 A From Oakland Airport (OAK)
 Destination  Best Transport
 Downtown/Mission  BART

 Rest of SF  Taxi/door-to-door 
shuttle

 At the Airports
 San Francisco Airport All terminals have 
ATMs, and there is a currency exchange in 
the International terminal. Information ki-
osks and white courtesy phones are located 
on the lower (Arrivals) levels of all three 
terminals. To reach the airport health clinic, 
use the white courtesy phone. Luggage 
storage is available in the travel agency area 
of the main hall of the International Terminal.

 Oakland Airport ATMs are available 
throughout the airport. Taxis, door-to-door 
shared vans, and AirBART shuttles leave 
curbside.

 

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget Less Than $100

   Dorm beds $25–$30

   Food-truck dishes $5–$10

   Mission   galleries &  murals free

   Live music at Hotel Utah $5–$12

 Midrange $100–$250
   Motel/downtown hotel $80–$180

   Ferry Building meal $15–$35

   SFMOMA $18

   MUNI Passport $14

 Top End More Than $250
       Boutique hotel $150–$380

   Chef’s tasting menu $65–$140

   City Pass (MUNI  + five attractions) $69

   Alcatraz night tour $33 

 Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/San
Francisco) Expert local advice.

 Bay Citizen (www.baycitizen.org) SF news, 
culture and community.

 SFGate (www.sfgate.com) San Francisco 
 Chronicle news, events, restaurants.

 Advance Planning
 Two months before Book hotels for May to 
September; walk to build stamina for hills.

 Three weeks before Book Alcatraz and 
Precita Eyes Mission Mural tours, dinners at 
Frances or Coi.

 One week before Look for tickets to 
American Conservatory Theater, San 
Francisco Symphony or Opera.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Local Life
The insider's city

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience 

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

 San Francisco ’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot

The Best of 
 San Francisco 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 San Francisco 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
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Lonely Planet’s
 San F rancisco 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas 
to experience the real  San 
Francisco .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus

f Ferry
m Metro
� � Muni
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
San Francisco

 Fisherman’s Wharf sea lions and Telegraph Hill parrots 
agree: this town is totally wild. Somewhere between urban 
farms and legendary surf beaches you’ll find San Fran-
ciscans in their natural habitat, going crazy for California 
cuisine and Pride parades. Come as you are, and ditch 
your inhibitions – you won’t be needing those in San 
Francisco.

San Francisco Top Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

San Francisco Local Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

San Francisco Day Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Need to Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

San Francisco Neighborhoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Classic Victorians around Alamo Square (p150) in the Haight
RICHARD CUMMINS/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©

7
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Although the authors and Lonely Planet 
have taken all reasonable care in preparing 
this book, we make no warranty about the 
accuracy or completeness of its content 
and, to the maximum extent permitted, 
disclaim all liability arising from its use.
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 Alison Bing
 After 18 years in San Francisco, Alison has done everything 
you’re supposed to do in the city and some things you’re 
definitely not, including falling in love on the Haight St bus 
and eating a Mission burrito in one sitting. Alison contributes 
to Lonely Planet’s Italy, USA, and Morocco guides from home 
bases in San Francisco and central Italy. She holds degrees 
in art history and international relations – respectable diplo-
matic credentials she regularly undermines with opinionated 
culture commentary for newspapers, magazines, TV, radio 
and books, including Lonely Planet’s USA Trips, California, 
San Francisco and San Francisco Encounter guides.

 Our Writer
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