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Grillmarkaðurinn

Walk the Plank Crab 
sliders portside in the Old 
Harbour. (p45 )

Hamborgara Búllan Rey-
kjavík’s favourite burgers. 
(p47 )

Best Fine Dining
Dill One of Reykjavík’s fin-
est restaurants. (p57 )

Þrír Frakkar Top Ice-
landic dishes in a cosy 
dining room. (p58 )

Grillmarkaðurinn Trendy 
and tops for steaks and 
grilled fish. (p32 )

Fiskfélagið Fresh Ice-
landic seafood flavoured 
with far-out spices. 
(p32 )

Fiskmarkaðurinn Ex-
quisite Icelandic tasting 
menus. (p34 )

Kolabrautin Icelandic 
meets Italian atop Harpa 
concert hall. (p59 )

Best Restaurants 
Outside Reykjavík
Narfeyrarstofa in Stykk-
ishólmur, run by an award-
winning chef. (p113 )

Plássið Reliably delicious 
seafood and burgers in 
Stykkishólmur. (p114 )

Lindin Lakeside in Laugar-
vatn, with fantastic wild-
caught mains. (p86 )

Slippurinn In Heimaey, 
Vestmannaeyjar, with a 
lively vibe, overlooking the 
harbour. (p98 )

Silfra Near Þingvellir, 
slow-food local ingredi-
ents and a bar. (p77 )

Gamla Fjósið West of 
Skógar, in an old cow-
shed, with farm-raised 
beef. (p97 )

Best Local
Tiú Droppar The ‘Ten 
Drops’ effortessly com-

bines cafe, bar and 
restaurant. (p60 )

Ostabúðin Open only 
for lunch, the ‘Cheese 
Shop’ dishes up the 
owner’s catch of the day. 
(p59 )

Grái Kötturinn Tiny, 
hard to find, but great for 
breakfasts and brunch. 
(p58 )

Við Fjöruborðið Ocean-
side seafood in Stokk-
seyri with yummy lobster 
bisque. (p92 )

Vitabar Scrumptious 
burgers in a Reykjavík bar. 
(p62 )

Best Veg-Organic
Gló Fresh, organic and 
loaded with tasty herbs 
and spices. (p122)

Grænn Kostur Organic 
and vegan specialities. 
(p59 )

 Yes , Icelanders love hot dogs, and there are 
boundary-pushing dishes like fermented shark or 
sheep’s head. But the spotlight shines brightest on 
Iceland’s delicious, fresh-from-the-farm ingredi-
ents, seafood bounty from its icy waters, innova-
tive dairy products (don’t miss skyr) or the clever 
historic food-preserving techniques  nding new 
favour with today’s much-feted New Nordic chefs.

Food Culture
 Reykjavík is not only the political but also the 
culinary capital of Iceland. Choices range from 
a vibrant cafe-bar scene, where effortlessly cool 
Reykjavikers hang out sipping fine coffees and 
munching sandwiches, cakes and waffles, to top-of-
the-heap New Nordic restaurants, taking Icelandic 
cuisine to its most rarefied extremes. 

Icelandic Specialities
 If you see a queue in Reykjavík, it probably ends 
at a pýlsur (hot dog) stand. Fiskisúpa (fish soup) 
comes courtesy of family recipes, while kjötsúpa 
(meat soup) will usually feature veggies and 
chunks of lamb. Icelandic lamb is hard to beat, 
with free-range sheep munching chemical-free 
grasses and herbs in the highlands and valleys. 

In the past, Icelanders merely kept the cheeks and 
tongues of þorskur (cod) – a delicacy – and exported 
the rest, but today you’ll commonly find cod fillets 
on the menu, along with ýsa (haddock), bleikja (Arc-
tic char) and meaty-textured skötuselur (monkfish). 
During the summer you can try silungur (freshwater 
trout) and villtur lax (wild salmon). There’s also 
wild-caught animals such as whale, hákarl (fermented 
shark), reindeer and lundi (puffin).

 Best Food on the Go
Bæjarins Beztu 
Reykavík’s most legend-
ary hot-dog stand. 
(p32 )

Lobster Hut Get your 
lobster on the go...as 
a sandwich or salad. 
(p35 )

Soup Car Lamb stew 
and vegan soup next to 
Hallgrímskirkja. (p60 )

Eating
Best

y�Top Tips
  Reserve ahead 

in summer for top 
restaurants.

 Even in summer, 
restaurants may stop 
serving around 9pm.

 Be aware there are 
conservation issues 
regarding whales, puf-
 ns and sharks (see 
boxed text, p45).
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 Best Eating  125124  Best Eating

 Reykjavík 871 +/-2: 
The Settlement 
Exhibition (p26)
 The modern era meets 
the Viking longhouse at 
this exhibition centred 
around Reykjavík’s old-
est ruins, and souped 
up with fun, fascinating 
space-age displays.

 Whale Watching (p40)
 Whale-watching boats depart from Reykjavík’s Old Harbour in search of the 
magnificent leviathans diving, jumping and spouting off Iceland’s shores. You 
might spot minkes, humpbacks, fin whales and more, plus diminutive puffins.

 National Museum (p24)
 Iceland’s National Museum gathers together the country’s most priceless arte-
facts, creating a trail of   clues to life at Settlement and beyond. Peruse the finds 
and gain insight into the hardy hearts of Icelanders.
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 Reykjavík Art & Design  123

1 Reykjavík 
Art Museum – 
Kjarvalsstaðir
 The Kjarvalsstaðir 
(p55 ) looks onto 
Miklatún Park, and is 
named for Jóhannes 
Kjarval (1885–1972), 
one of Iceland’s most 
popular classical artists. 
The peaceful museum 
displays his wonderfully 
evocative landscapes and 
also the works of many 
major 20th-century 
Icelandic painters.

2 Einar Jónsson 
Museum
 Einar Jónsson 
(1874–1954) was one of 
Iceland’s foremost sculp-
tors, with his dramatic 
allegorical style. The Ei-
nar Jónsson Museum 
(p56 ) fills the studio he 
designed. Upper stories 
have city views; the 
sculpture garden (p56 ) 
behind it is free.

3 Hallgrímskirkja
 Guðjón Samúelsson 
(1887–1950), per-
haps Iceland’s most 
renowned 20th-century 
architect, created a 
distinctive Icelandic 
aesthetic. Reykjavík’s 
Hallgrímskirkja (p50 ) 
is perhaps the pinnacle 
of his work. Pop around Harpa concert hall
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the corner to classic 
1937 swimming pool, 
Sundhöllin (p57 ), to 
see another example.

4 Design Shops
 Icelandic artists and 
designers create many 
objects that combine 
beauty and practicality. 
Laugavegur is loaded 
with shops selling 
designers’ work. To the 
east, Kiosk (p63 ) is a 
couture cooperative. 
KronKron (p63 ) has 
top clothes, but their 
handmade shoes are off 
the charts. Leynibuðin 
(p64 ) sells hip locally 
crafted apparel. To the 
west, tiny Skúma Skot 
(p64 ) is packed with 
unique handmade art 
and clothing.

5 Art
 Walk to the ocean’s 
edge for the popular 
Sun-Craft sculpture, 
stopping off at Kling 
& Bang (p56 ), one of 
the city’s top galleries 
for emerging artists. 
Sun-Craft (p57 ) itself 
was created by Jón 
Gunnar Árnason, and 
its skeletal ship-like 
frame sits powerfully 
along the water, with 
snow-topped mountains 
in the distance.

6 Harpa 
Concert Hall
 Reykjavík’s dazzling 
Harpa concert hall 
(p55 ), with its facade of 
glimmering hexa-
gons, opened in 2011 
and was designed by 
Danish firm Henning 

Larsen Architects, 
Icelandic firm Bat-
teríið Architects, and 
Danish-Icelandic artist 
Olafur Eliasson. Be sure 
to zip inside to see its 
vaulted glass panels 
and wonderful harbour 
sightlines.

2�The Walk
   Icelanders have a knack for piquant, arresting art 
and design. The city is littered with local creations, 
including modernist architecture, cool contempo-
rary art, and shops full of functional but creative 
crafts and design gadgets. This walk takes you 
through a sampling of the disciplines, all in a com-
pact, popular section of central Reykjavík.

Start Reykjavík Art Museum – Kjarvalsstaðir

Finish Harpa concert hall

Length 3km; two hours

5�Take a Break
 Stop for a delicious, organic meal at  Gló (p58), 
where the menu changes daily and is accompanied 
by a broad bar of intricate and flavourful salads. 
A colourful crew of locals crowds in for popular 
lunches, and plenty of bars and coffee shops sit 
just nearby.
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cards only). Free from 
6pm to 10am Monday 
to Saturday and all day 
Sunday. 

 Regional Bus & 
Tours
 y Best for...Seeing the 
countryside without driv-
ing, or if pinched for time.

    Single or multiday 
tours, many o  ering 
hotel pick-up, depart from 
Reykjavík (see p128), or 
use Strætó and the major 
bus tour companies listed 
here for transport. The 
Public Transport in Iceland 
free map shows all routes. 

 The companies o  er 
bus passes, but some are 
costly and you’re then 
tied to the one service. Do 
your research: a car can 
sometimes be cheaper.

 From roughly mid-May 
to mid-September regular 
scheduled buses go to 
most places on the Ring 
Road (Rte 1), into the 
popular hiking areas of the 
southwest, and to larger 
towns on the Reykjanes 
and Snæfellsnes Pen-
insulas, Westfjords and 
Eastfjords. The rest of the 
year, services range from 
daily to nonexistent.

 In small towns, buses 
usually stop at the main 
petrol station.

  Strætó (%540 2700; 
www.straeto.is) operates 
Reykjavík long-distance 
buses from the  Mjódd 
Bus Terminal (%557 
7854), 8km southeast 
of the centre, which is 
served by local buses 3, 
4, 11, 12, 17, 21, 24 and 28. 
Also operates city buses 
and has a smartphone 
app. For long-distance 
buses only use cash, 
credit/debit card with PIN 
or (wads of) bus tickets.

  Reykjavík Excursions 
(%580 5400; www.re.is) 
uses the BSÍ Bus Termi-
nal (%562 1011; www.bsi.
is; Vatnsmýrarvegur 10; W), 
south of the centre. BSÍ 
(pronounced bee-ess-ss) 
has a ticketing desk, tour-
ist brochures, lockers, 
luggage storage (Ikr500 
per bag per day), Budget 
car hire and a cafeteria 
with wi-  . The terminal 
is served by Reykjavík 

buses 1, 3, 6, 14, 15 and 
19. Reykjavík Excursions 
o  ers pre-booked hotel 
pick-up to bring you to 
the terminal.

  Sterna (%551 1166; www.
sterna.is; W) has depar-
tures from the Harpa 
concert hall (tickets 
available there). Buses 
go everywhere except the 
west and Westfjords.

  Trex (%587 6000; www.
trex.is; W) departs from 
the Main Tourist O   ce or 
Harpa concert hall and 
Reykjavík Campsite. Runs 
buses to Þórsmörk and 
Landmannalaugar in the 
south.

Air
 y Best for...Quick hops 
further a  eld.

   Domestic  ights and 
those to Greenland and 
the Faroe Islands leave 

Town, Reykjavík Camp-
site, Hallgrímskirkja and 
the Harpa concert hall 
for Ikr1300. They depart 
(and have a desk) about 
500m from the terminal, 
at the building with the 
Sixt rental-car agency. 
Tickets can be purchased 
from the bus driver or 
online.

 Airport Express (%540 
1313; www.airportexpress.
is; W)  Operated by Gray 
Line Tours between 
Ke  avík International 
Airport and Lækjartorg 
in central Reykjavík 
(Ikr1900), or via 
hotel pick-up/drop-o   
(Ikr2400). See website 
for schedule.

Reykjavík 
Domestic Airport

  From  Reykjavík 
Domestic Airport 
(Reykjavíkur  ugvöllur; 
www.reykjavikairport.is; 
Innanlands  ug) it’s a 1km 
walk into town. There’s 
a taxi rank, and Strætó 
(www.straeto.is) bus 
15 stops near the Air 
Iceland terminal, bus 19 
stops near the Eagle Air 
terminal. Both go to the 
centre and Hlemmur bus 
station.

Getting 
Around
Local Bus
 y Best for...Local travel, 
when you don’t feel like 
walking.

  Strætó   operates 
regular buses around 
Reykjavík and its suburbs 
with main stations at 
Hlemmur, at the eastern 
end of Laugavegur, and 
Lækjartorg.

 Online schedules and 
smartphone app. Route 
book for sale at Hlemmur 
bus station (Ikr0.50). Free 
maps such as Welcome 
to Reykjavík City Map also 
include route maps.

 Many buses loop 
around Tjörnin lake and 
serve the centre, National 
Museum, and BSÍ bus ter-
minal before heading on.

 Fare is Ikr350; buy tick-
ets at stations or pay on 
board (no change given). 
Transfer tickets (from the 
driver) are good for 75 
minutes.

 One-/three-day passes 
(Ikr900/2200) are sold 
at bus stations, tourist 
o   ces, many hotels and 
bigger swimming pools.

 Buses run 7am to 11pm 
or midnight daily (from 

10am on Sunday) at 20- 
or 30-minute intervals. 
Limited night-bus service 
runs until 2am on Friday 
and Saturday. 

 The Reykjavík City Card 
(p142) also acts as a 
Strætó bus pass.

Car
 y Best for...Countryside 
day trips and overnights.

   Totally unnecessary if 
you are staying in central 
Reykjavík.

 Roads are good in the 
most-visited areas.

 Book ahead for best 
deals; if there’s two or 
more of you it can be 
cheaper than the bus.

 Check out Carpooling 
in Iceland (www.samferda.is)

 Many countryside 
petrol stations are 
automated; you need a 
PIN-equipped ATM or 
credit card. Arrange one 
before you leave home. 
If you don’t have a PIN, 
buy prepaid cards from 
N1 stations to use at 
automated pumps.

 4WDs only necessary 
for highland travel 
(F roads: where 2WD 
rental cars are forbidden).

 Limited parking in the 
centre (Ikr120 per hour; 
coins and PIN-equipped 

 Money-Saving Tips
 Tax-Free Shopping      Anyone with a permanent ad-
dress outside Iceland can claim up to 15% refund 
on purchases when they spend over Ikr4000 (at a 
single point of sale). Look for stores with a ‘tax-free 
shopping’ sign, and get a form at the register. Full 
details at www.taxfreeworldwide.com/Iceland.

Alcohol Planning on drinking a lot in Reykjavík? 
Buy liquor at the airport’s duty free shops in the 
arrivals hall to beat city prices.

 Getting Around  141140  Survival Guide
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Laugavegur & 
Skólavörðustígur 
(p48)
Laugavegur is Reykjavík’s 
premier shopping street 
and centre for cool cafes, 
bars and restaurants.
Its arty cousin Skóla- 
vörðustígur leads to 
famous Hallgrímskirkja.

Top ExperiencesE
Hallgrímskirkja

Golden Circle
(p74)

Top ExperiencesE
Þingvellir
Geysir
Gullfoss

West Iceland
(p102)

Top ExperiencesE
Settlement Centre

Snæfellsjökull 
National Park

Worth a Trip
Top ExperiencesE

Blue Lagoon
Jökulsárlón

South Coast
(p88)
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Old Reykjavík
(p22)
Reykjavík’s ancient 
heart lies here, with its 
remains of a Viking 
longhouse, interesting 
architecture and top 
museums.

Top ExperiencesE
National Museum
Reykjavík 871 +/-2:
The Settlement Exhibition

Old Harbour
(p38)
Once primarily a working 
harbour, this pretty, lively 
district now offers a fun 
cluster of museums and 
eateries, and is the 
launch-point for 
whale-watching boats.

Top ExperiencesE
Whale Watching
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Reykjavik nightclub

Insider tips to help you  nd the real cityInsider tips to help you  nd the real city

Laugardalur (p66)
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Djammið Nightlife 
(p52

  Lively bars
 Partying with locals

Some visitors come to 
Reykjavík just for its 
nightlife. You may not 
realise it, but this tiny 
town can get out and 
party. The local name for 
it is djammið – a booze-
drenched parade through 
the central Reykjavík 
streets, skipping from bar 
to bar. 

Laugardalur 
(p66)

  Geothermal pools
 Parks & gardens

One of the the favourite 
pastimes of Icelanders is 
a good soak and a chat at 

the geothermal springs. 
One of the largest pools, 
in Laugardalur, a valley of 
hot springs, sits alongside 
a popular spa, botanic 
gardens, bustling chil-
dren’s park and excellent 
local art museums.

Viðey Island 
(p68)

  Secluded island
 Coastal views

Little Viðey Island, just 
offshore from Reykjavík, 
was one of the first spots 
settled in Iceland. Now 
an uninhabited, dreamy 
haven, it’s dotted with 
unique art installations 
and criss-crossed by love-
ly walking and cycling 
tracks – a favourite quick 
getaway for Reykjavikers.

Reykjanes 
Peninsula (p72)

  Windswept Villages
 Volcanic landscapes

Yes, the Reykjanes 
Peninsula is home to the 
famous Blue Lagoon, 
but locals know it’s also 
a land of fishing villages 
and lonely lighthouses, 
dramatic cliffs and 
migrating seabirds. You’ll 
find Reykjavikers hiking 
or ATV-ing along its 
mineral lakes, volcanoes, 
beaches and rugged lava 
fields.

   Reykjavík is small, approachable and charming, and in an absolutely gorgeous 
seaside setting, but its real magic is its people. A lively, creative, unself-conscious 
group, they live with inspiration and insight, they play hard, and they do it all with an 
easy aplomb.

 Other great places 
to experience the 
area like a local:

Tiú Droppar (p60)

Ostabúðin (p59 )

Bæjarins Beztu 
(p32 )

Lucky Records & 12 
Tónar (p63 )

Grái Kötturinn (p58 )

Valdi’s (p44 )

Vestmannaeyjar 
Islands (p98)

Stokkseyri & 
Eyrarbakki (p92)

South Coast Horse 
Riding (p93)

West Iceland’s 
Favourite Trails 
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p137)

Currency
   Icelandic króna (Ikr)

Language
  Icelandic; English widely spoken

Visas
 Generally  not required for stays of up to 90 

days. Member of the 
Schengen Convention.

Money
  Credit cards reign supreme, even in the 
most rural reaches of the country (PIN 
required for some purchases, such as 

petrol). ATMs available in all towns.

Mobile Phones
    Mobile coverage widespread. Visitors with 

GSM phones can make roaming calls; 
purchase a local SIM card if you’re 

staying awhile. 

Time
  Western European Time Zone 
(GMT/UTC, same as London)

Plugs & Adaptors
  Plugs have two round pins; electrical current 

is 220V. North American visitors require an 
adaptor, and for non-compatible 

gadgets, a transformer.

Tipping
 As    service and VAT (value-added tax) are always 

included in prices, tipping isn’t 
required in Iceland.

 Arriving in 
Reykjavík

  Iceland’s primary international airport, Kefla-
vík International Airport (KEF) is 48km west 
of Reykjavík, on the Reykjanes Peninsula. 
Frequent, convenient buses serve central 
Reykjavík.

A From Ke  avík International 
Airport
 Bus Flybus (%580 5400; www.re.is; W), 
Airport Express (%540 1313; www.air-
portexpress.is; W) and discount operator 
K-Express (%823 0099; www.kexpress.
is), whose stop is off-terminal, have buses 
connecting the airport with Reykjavík (50 
minutes). Flybus offers pick-up/drop-off at 
many accommodations (Ikr1950 to Reykjavík, 
Ikr2500 to hotel), and also serves the Blue 
Lagoon.

A At the Airport
 Keflavík International Airport The airport 
has ATMs, money exchange, car hire, an 
information desk and cafes. The duty-free 
shops in the arrival area sell liquor at far 
better prices than you’ll find in town. There’s 
also a desk for collecting duty-free cash back 
from eligible purchases in Iceland. The 10-11 
convenience store sells SIM cards, and major 
tour companies like Reykjavík Excursions and 
Grey Line have desks. 

Getting Around
 A  car is unnecessary in central Reykjavík as 
it’s so easy to explore on foot and by bus. 
Car and camper hire are best for countryside 
excursions.

J Local Bus
 Strætó (%540 2700; www.straeto.is) oper-
ates regular, easy buses around Reykjavík and 
its suburbs; it also operates long-distance 
buses (p141). It has online schedules, a 
smartphone app and a route book for sale 
at Hlemmur bus station (Ikr0.50). Many free 
maps like the Welcome to Reykjavík City Map 
also include bus-route maps.

The fare is Ikr350 and can be paid on board 
(no change given). Buses run from 7am 
until 11pm or midnight daily (from 10am on 
Sunday). A limited night-bus service runs 
until 2am on Friday and Saturday.

K Car
 The most common way for visitors to get 
around outside of Reykjavík, cars are pricey 
to hire but provide great freedom. A 2WD 
vehicle will get you almost everywhere in 
summer (note: not into the highlands, or on 
F roads). Summer-only 4WD buses go to the 
highlands, or you’ll need a 4WD or a tour. 
Cars are available at both airports, the BSÍ 
bus terminal and some city locations. 

J Regional Bus
 Iceland has a decent bus network operating 
from around mid-May to mid-September 
between major destinations. Outside these 
months services are less frequent (or 
nonexistent).

A Regional Flights
 If you’re short on time, domestic flights can 
help you maximise your stay.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than Ikr20,000 

    Dorm bed Ikr4000–7000

  Grill-bar grub/soup lunch Ikr1200–1800

  Golden Circle bus pass Ikr8500

Midrange Ikr20,000–35,000 
  Guesthouse double room Ikr17,000–25,000

  Cafe meal Ikr1800–3000

  Small vehicle rental Ikr14,000

Top End more than Ikr35,000 
  Boutique double room Ikr30,000–50,000

  Main dish in top restaurant Ikr4000–7000

  4WD rental Ikr30,000

Useful Websites
    Visit Iceland (www.visiticeland.com) Of-

ficial tourism portal.

  Visit Reykjavík (www.visitreykjavik.is) 
Official capital site. 

  Reykjavík Grapevine (www.grapevine.is) 
Great English-language newspaper/website.

  Iceland Review (www.icelandreview.com) 
News, current affairs, entertainment and more.

  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
iceland) Destination information, traveller 
forum and more.

Advance Planning
 Three to six months before Book all 
accommodation in Reykjavík and beyond. 
Demand always outstrips supply.

One month before Book adventure or bus 
tours in the countryside.

One week before Reserve tables at top 
restaurants. Prebook airport bus if you 
want to hit the Blue Lagoon on arrival.

Before You Go

Destination Best Transport
Central Reykjavík Flybus, Airport 

Express, K-Express

Blue Lagoon Flybus: Blue Lagoon

Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Ascension Day May or 
June (changes annually)

Whit Sunday and Whit 
Monday May or June 
(changes annually)

National Day 17 June

Commerce Day First 
Monday in August

Christmas 24 to 26 
December

New Year’s Eve 31 
December

Telephone
 y Top Tip For longer 
stays, or for     the mobile-
addicted, Icelandic SIM 
cards are cheap and 
practical; you’ll need an 
unlocked GSM 900/1800 
mobile.

  Iceland’s country code: 
%354 (note: Iceland has 
no area codes).

 Online phonebook: 
http://en.ja.is.

 Buy prepaid SIM cards 
at bookshops, grocery 
stores and petrol sta-
tions. Iceland telecom 
Síminn (www.siminn.is/
prepaid) provides greatest 
network coverage; Voda-
fone (www.vodafone.is/en/
prepaid) is not far behind. 

 Voice-and-data starter 
packs include local SIM 
cards; Síminn’s costs 

Ikr2000 (and includes 
Ikr2000 in call credit).

 Public phones are 
elusive.

Tourist Information
 y Top Tip Sites  such as 
www.visitreykjavik.is and 
www.grapevine.is provide 
all you’ll need for a short 
stay; www.visitreykjanes.
is, www.south.is and www.
west iceland.is cover the 
countryside.

 Main Tourist O   ce 
(Upplýsingamiðstöð Ferða-
manna; Map p28 ; %590 
1550; www.visitreykjavik.is; 
Aðalstræti 2; h8.30am-7pm 
Jun–mid-Sep, 9am-6pm 
Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat, to 2pm 
Sun mid-Sep–May)  Friendly 
sta   and mountains 
of free brochures, plus 
maps and Strætó city bus 
tickets for sale. Book ac-
commodation, tours and 
activities. Also one site 
for getting your duty-free 
refund.

Travellers with 
Disabilities

   Iceland can be trickier 
than many places in 
northern Europe for trav-
ellers with disabilities.

 For details on acces-
sible facilities, contact 

the info centre for people 
with disabilities,  Þek-
kingarmiðstöð Sjálfsb-
jargar (%550 0118; www.
thekkingarmidstod.is). 

 God Adgang (www.go-
dadgang.dk) can  nd acces-
sible service providers.

 For tailor-made acces-
sible trips: All Iceland 
Tours (www.allicelandtours.
is) and Iceland Unlimit-
ed (www.icelandunlimited.is).

 Reykjavík’s city buses 
have a ‘kneeling’ function 
so wheelchairs can be 
lifted on; elsewhere, 
buses don’t have ramps 
or lifts.

Visas
   Iceland is one of 26 

European Schengen 
Convention countries.

 EU & Schengen coun-
tries No visa required for 
three months.

 Australia, Canada, 
Japan, New Zealand & 
USA No visa for tourist 
visits up to three months. 
Total stay within Schen-
gen area must not exceed 
three months in any 
period of six months.

 Other countries Check 
online at www.utl.is.

from Reykjavík Domestic 
Airport.

  Air Iceland (%570 3030; 
www.airiceland.is) operates 
 ights and sightseeing 

services. Book online.

Essential 
Information

Discount Cards
  The  Reykjavík City 

Card (24/48/72hr 
Ikr2900/   3900/4900) o  ers 
free travel on the city’s 
Strætó buses and on 
the ferry to Viðey, as 
well as free admission 
to Reykjavík’s municipal 
swimming/thermal pools 
and to most of the main 
galleries and museums, 
and discounts on some 
tours, shops and enter-
tainment. 

 Buy the card at the 
tourist o   ce, some travel 
agencies, 10-11 super-
markets, HI hostels and 
some hotels.

 Kids enter many muse-
ums free; the Children’s 
City Card (24/48/72hr 
Ikr1000/2000/3000) cov-
ers other services.

Electricity

230V/50Hz

Emergency
  For    emergency services 

and search and rescue 
call %112

Money
 y Top Tip While credit 
cards are ubiquitous, 
many transactions (such 
as petrol purchases) 
require a PIN. Make sure 
you have one before you 
leave home.

  Icelandic unit of cur-
rency is the króna (plural 
krónur), written as Ikr 
here, often written else-
where as ISK.

  Credit cards are used 
everywhere;  ATMs are 
throughout the centre.

  Tipping is not required, 
as service and VAT(value-
added tax) are included.

Public Holidays
 New Year’s Day 1   January

Easter March or April 
Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday to Easter 
Monday (changes an-
nually)

First Day of Summer 
First Thursday after 18 
April

Labour Day 1 May

230V/50Hz

 Essential Information  143142  Survival Guide

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city and 
its surrounds– 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best 
of   Reykjavík
Highlights of the city 
and its surrounds 
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
  Reykjavík
The best things to 
see and do, 
by neighbourhood 
and by region 

Top Experiences
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Local Life
The insider's city

Neighbourhoods & 
Regions
What’s where

  Reykjavik’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Experiences

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
Reykjavík
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city and its surrounds 
into easy-to-navigate 
neighbourhoods and regions, 
and provided clear maps so 
you’ll find your way around with 
ease. Our expert authors have 
searched out the best of the 
city and its surrounds: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real   Reykjavík.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each neighbourhood and region:
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Yacht marina at Harpa concert hall (p55)
RICHARD CUMMINGS/GETTY IMAGES ©

Welcome to 
Reykjavík

 The world’s most northerly capital combines colourful buildings, 
wild nightlife and a capricious soul to brilliant effect. The quirky 
Reykjavikers embrace their sense of community and bring a joy to 
life, creating captivating museums, cool music, and off-beat cafes 
and bars. Reykjavík is a superb base for touring Iceland’s natural 
wonders: glacier-topped volcanoes, shimmering falls and black-
sand beaches.

QuickStart 
Guide 

Reykjavík Top Sights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Reykjavík Local Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Reykjavík Day Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Need to Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Reykjavík Neighbourhoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
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 National Museum (p24)
 Iceland’s National Museum gathers together the country’s most priceless arte-
facts, creating a trail of   clues to life at Settlement and beyond. Peruse the finds 
and gain insight into the hardy hearts of Icelanders.
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 Reykjavík 871 +/-2: 
The Settlement 
Exhibition (p26)
 The modern era meets 
the Viking longhouse at 
this exhibition centred 
around Reykjavík’s old-
est ruins, and souped 
up with fun, fascinating 
space-age displays.

 Whale Watching (p40)
 Whale-watching boats depart from Reykjavík’s Old Harbour in search of the 
magnificent leviathans diving, jumping and spouting off Iceland’s shores. You 
might spot minkes, humpbacks, fin whales and more, plus diminutive puffins.
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Hallgrímskirkja (p50)
 The  capital’s iconic church perches 
atop the city centre and is visible for 
miles around. From the heights of its 
modernist steeple survey the broad 
sweep of the city, ocean and snow-
capped mountains.

Gullfoss (p80)
  Thundering layers of icy water cascade 
over tiered rock faces and down an 
impressively narrow gorge at Iceland’s 
iconic Gullfoss. Literally ‘Golden Falls’, 
they, indeed, live up to their name 
when they sparkle in sunset light.

Þingvellir (p76)
 The  continental plates part at historic 
Þingvellir, the site of the original (out-
door!) Icelandic parliament. Waterfalls 
gush off the rift and ancient stones 
mark the earliest eras of Iceland’s 
history.

Blue Lagoon (p70)
 Wash away your cares at the ethereal 
 Blue Lagoon, the flashiest version of 
Icelandic hot-potting. Set in other-
worldly lava fields, with its vibrant 
geothermal turquoise waters, there’s 
really nothing else like it.
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Geysir (p78)
  Iceland’s impressive Geysir rises from 
a bubbling, hissing geothermal field 
surrounded by a contrasting lush val-
ley. Like clockwork, one of the geysers 
makes a swooshing whoop as it shoots 
boiling water into the air.

Snæfellsjökull National Park 
(p106)
  With its wild beaches, multicoloured 
lava fields and glittering glacier crown, 
the Snæfellsjökull National Park offers 
one of Iceland’s best escapes – either 
as a day trip from Reykjavík or as a 
relaxing long weekend. 

Settlement Centre (p104)
 Lively Borgarnes was the site of some 
of Iceland’s most dramatic Saga ac-
tion. Its  Settlement Centre brilliantly 
recounts the country’s discovery and 
settlement, as well as one of its most 
intriguing heroes, from Egil’s Saga.

Jökulsárlón (p100)
 A sparkling procession of luminous-blue 
icebergs shear off from Breiðamerkur-
jökull glacier and drift serenely through 
the 25-sq-km  Jökulsárlón lagoon in 
ever-changing light, before floating by 
bobbing seals and out to sea.
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