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In This Book

the suburbs no more than 
450K , and to the airport 
around 600K  to 700K .
 
 In our experience, the 
following radio-taxi 
services are all reliable 
and honest:

 AAA Radio Taxi (%14 014, 
222 333 222; www.aaataxi.cz)

 Halo Taxi (%244 114 411)

 Pro  Taxi (%844 700 800)

  Bicycle
 y Best for... Sightseeing 
and green travellers.
 Despite the cobblestones, 
hills and gigantic tourist 
buses trying to navigate 
backstreets, in recent 
years Prague has become 
more bike-friendly. Try 
these out  tters (they’re 
usually closed in winter):

 Praha Bike (%732 388 
880; www.prahabike.cz; 
Dlouha 24; h9am-8pm Apr-
Oct) Rentals and guided 
tours in Old Town. Has 
tandem bikes and will 
deliver your rental for an 
extra fee.

 City Bike Prague (%776 
180 284; www.citybike
-prague.com; Králodvorská 5; 
h9am-7pm Apr-Oct) Also 
in Old Town, City Bike 
has a great selection of 
wheels. Get a discount 
by booking online.

 Essential 
Information

   Business Hours
 y Top Tip Avid shop-
pers should note that 
local stores (those not 
speci  cally geared to 
tourists) often close at 
lunchtime on Saturday 
and many stay closed on 
Sunday.
 Reviews in this guide-
book don’t list busi-
ness hours unless they 
di  er from the following 
standards:

 Banks 8am to 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday

 Bars 11am to midnight

 Main post o   ce 
(Jind išská 14, Nové M sto) 
2am to midnight

 Shops 8.30am to 8pm 
Monday to Friday, to 
6pm Saturday and 
Sunday

 Restaurants 10am to 
11pm

  Emergency
 EU-wide emergency 
hotline (%112)

 Fire (%150)

 Municipal Police (%156)

 State Police (%158)

  Electricity

230V/50Hz

   Money
 y Top Tip Many private 
exchange booths in cen-
tral Prague lure tourists 
with attractive-looking ex-
change rates, which they 
don’t actually o  er when 
buying crowns. These are 
the selling rates or only 
available when changing 
huge sums. Check the 
small print before parting 
with any money. Better 
yet, just take money out 
of your own bank account 
using the widespread 
ATMs (bankomaty). Credit 
cards are also widely 
accepted.

  The Czech crown 
(Koruna eská, or K ) is 
divided into 100 hellers 
(halé , or h).

validate it by punching 
it in the little yellow ma-
chine in the metro sta-
tion lobby or on the bus 
or tram when you begin 
your journey. Checks by 
inspectors are frequent; 
they’ll  ne you travelling 
without a time-stamped 
ticket (reduced if you 
pay on the spot). There’s 
also a small  ne for not 
having a luggage ticket 
(which costs 16K  above 
the regular fare.)

  You’ll need coins for 
ticket machines at metro 
stations and major tram 
stops, but you can pay 
for tickets with notes at 
newsstands, Tra  ky snack 
shops, PNS newspaper 
kiosks, hotels, PIS tourist 
information o   ces and 
most metro station ticket 
o   ces.

  Kids under six travel 
free.

  Tram &  Bus
 y Best for... Scenic 
rides, connecting to at-
tractions far o   the metro 
lines, and for travellers 
who can’t easily walk from 
point A to B. Most visitors 
won’t have any reason to 
get on a bus, but a tram 
ride is a classic Prague 
experience.

  Important tram lines 
to remember are 22 (this 
runs to Prague Castle, 

Malá Strana and Charles 
Bridge), 17 and 18 (these 
run to the Jewish Quarter 
and Old Town Sq) and 11 

Vinohrady).

  Regular tram and bus 
services (see www
.dpp.cz for maps and 
timetables) run from 
5am to midnight. After 
this, night trams (51 to 
58) and buses (501 to 
512) still rumble across 
the city about every 40 
minutes.

  Night trams intersect 
at Lazarská in Nové 
M sto. If you’re planning 
a late evening,  nd out 
if one of these services 
passes near where you’re 
staying.

  Be aware that few tram 
or bus stops sell tickets. 
So if you’re using single 
tickets, buy several in 
the metro station, then 
save a couple unstamped 
in your bag or pocket 
and validate them upon 
boarding.

  As with metro tickets, 
the fares are as follows: 
90-minute ride adult/
concession 32/16K , 
short-term or 30-minute 
rides 24/12K . See the 
Tickets & Passes boxed 
text (p161) for more 
on daily and three-day 
passes.

  Taxi
 y Best for... Late-night 
rides back to the hotel, 
airport transfers, and 
when you’re running late 
for a show at the National 
Theatre.

  For years, Prague’s taxi 
drivers were renowned 
for scams and dishon-
esty. However, huge  nes 
and crackdowns have 
made a big di  erence. 
Most drivers now turn on 
their meters when pick-
ing up a fare, as legally 
required. If a driver won’t 
comply,  nd another taxi.

  Look for the ‘Taxi Fair 
Place’ scheme, which pro-
vides authorised taxis in 
key tourist areas. Drivers 
can charge a maximum 
fare and must announce 
the estimated price in 
advance.

  Away from o   cial ‘Taxi 
Fair Place’ stands, the 
streets around Wenceslas 
Sq, Národní t ída, Na 
p íkop , Praha hlavní 

Malostranské nám stí 
are the most notorious 
rip-o   spots. Make sure 
you know the current ex-
change rate if the driver 
o  ers you the chance to 
pay in a foreign currency.

  Within the city centre, 
trips should be around 
150K  to 200K , a trip to 
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but when you’re moving 
around the compact old 
town or the castle area, 
you might  nd it more 
convenient and scenic 
to use your feet. If you’re 
using the metro system, 
bank on about one or two 
minutes per metro stop. 
Times between tram 
stops are posted at each 
stop and on www.dpp.cz.

 Metro
 y Best for... Quick trans-
portation between major 
sights, connecting to the 
train station and venturing 
outside the tourist areas.

  The   metro operates 
from 5am to midnight.

  There are three lines: 
Line A (green) runs from 
Dejvická in the northwest 
to Depo Hostiva  in the 
east; Line B (yellow) 
runs from Zli ín in the 
southwest to erný most 
in the northeast; and Line 
C (red) runs from Háje in 
the southeast to Let any 
in the north.

  Line A intersects Line 
C at Muzeum, Line B in-
tersects Line C at Florenc 
and Line A intersects Line 
B at M stek.

  Services are fast and 
frequent. You’ll  nd a 
map in every metro 
station and metro train, 
as well as on the pull-out 

map at the back of this 
book. In this book, the 
nearest metro station 
is noted after the m in 
each listing.

  A basic 90-minute ride 
costs adult/concession 
32/16K , short-term or 

30-minute rides go for 
24/12K . See the Tickets 
& Passes boxed text for 
more on daily and three-
day passes.

  You must buy your 
ticket (jízdenka) before 
boarding, and then 

  Cedaz Shuttlebus 
(www.cedaz.cz) Mini 
shuttlebuses take 
travellers to and from 
the airport to its station 
on Nám stí Republiky. 
Daily shuttles leave from 
both locations every 30 
minutes between 7.30am 
and 7pm; one-way tickets 
cost 120K .

  Airport Express Bus 
Runs between the airport 
and Prague’s main train 
station, Praha hlav  

tervals. From the airport, 
service starts at 5.46am 
and the last bus leaves at 
9.16pm. Purchase a ticket 
from the driver for 50K  
(25K  for children aged 
six to 15 years).

  AAA Taxi (www.aaa
taxi.cz) Prague’s most 
reliable taxi service. To 
book a taxi inside the 
airport, look for the 
AAA desk in the arrivals 
hall. A ride to Nám stí 
Republiky will cost about 
500K  (more if you get 
stuck in tra   c.) Beware 
of hailing other taxis at 
the airport; if they’re 
not AAA you might get 
ripped o  .

  Bus 119. Catch the 
city bus from the airport 
to the closest metro 
station, Dejvická, on one 
end of Line A. Standard 

transport fares apply; 
the current fare for a 
90-minute window of 
time is adult/conces-
sion 32/16K . If you’re 
toting sizeable luggage, 
you’ll need to pay an 
extra 16K  to bring it on 
the bus.

 Praha hlavní 
 Most international 
trains arrive at Prague’s 
recently revitalised main 
station, Praha hlav  

 (www.dp.cz).

  To Old Town, walk 
or take metro Line A 
to Starom stská station.

  To get to Prague 
Castle, take metro 
Line A to Hrad anská 
station or Malostranská 
station.

  To get to Wenceslas Sq, 
just walk (it’s two blocks 
away).

 
Vinohrady, take metro 
Line A to Ji iho z Pode-
brad station.

 
 Note that some trains 
arrive at Prague’s other 
large train station, Praha-
Holešovice, conveniently 

Holešovice station on the 
metro’s Line C.

 Florenc Bus 
Station
 Not many short-break 
travellers arrive in 
Prague by bus, but it’s 
certainly possible at 
popular travel times 
when trains are booked – 
or if you’re making a con-
nection from a low-cost 
 ight to surrounding 

airports like Bratislava. 
Florenc bus station 
(www.jizdnirady.cz; K
� � � � ' � 2 W 4�  is positioned 
at the junction of the 
metro’s B and C lines. 
From Florenc, take Line 
B to Nám stí Republiky 
to access the Jewish 
Museum, or to M stek 
for Wenceslas Sq and Old 
Town. At M stek, travel-
lers can change to Line A 
to continue onto Prague 
Castle (Hrad anská or 
Malostranská stations.)
 Line C goes to Vyšehrad.

 Getting 
Around

 Prague has an excellent 
integrated public  trans-
port system (www.dpp
.cz) of metro, trams, 
buses and night trams, 

 Tickets & Passes
 Prague has one of Europe’s best public trans-
port systems – it’s inexpensive and wonder-
fully efficient. That said, buying (and using) 
transport tickets in Prague isn’t exactly the 
most straightforward process. Though the 
metro, trams and buses all use the same kind 
of ticket, you can only buy these tickets in 
metro stations or nearby kiosks – never from 
the driver, for example. On top of that, it’s the 
traveller’s responsibility to properly validate 
one’s ticket. If you’re caught riding without 
a ticket or pass that’s been clearly stamped, 
you’ll have to pay a fine – and deal with the 
trauma of being pulled off the metro by a 
transport officer who likely doesn’t speak two 
words of English. For most travellers, it’s best 
to avoid the hassle of validating individual 
tickets, opting instead for a day or three-day 
pass. Read on for options.

  Basic ticket Valid for 90 minutes; adult/con-
cession 32/16K .

  Short-term ticket Valid for 30 minutes; adult/
concession 24/12K .

  One-day ticket Valid for 24 hours; adult/con-
cession 110/55K .

  Three-day ticket Valid for 72 hours; 310K  for 
all ages.

  Luggage ticket Necessary for most travellers; 
16K .
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Best Renaissance 
& Baroque 
Architecture
 St George’s Basilica 
(p 29 ) The interior is a 
fine example of the early 
Romanesque style.

 Schwarzenberg Palace 
(p 35 ) The facade is an 
example of sgraffito, 
a multilayered mural 
technique creating a 3D 
effect.

 Church of St Nicholas 
(p 73 ) The striking dome 
is a symbol of Old Town 
Prague.

 Loreta (p 32 ) The pilgrim-
age site is modelled after 
the Italian original.

 Best Gothic & 
Neo-Gothic 
Architecture
 St Vitus Cathedral 
(p 30 ) Gothic to the tips 
of its famous spires.

 Charles Bridge (p 74 ) 
Prague’s most famous 
bridge is a Gothic land-
mark.

 Powder Gate (p 77 ) The 
neo-Gothic tower once 
served as storage space 
for gunpowder.

 Best  Art-Nouveau 
Architecture
 Municipal House (p 77 ) 
Glittering art nouveau in 
top form.

 Kavárna Evropa (p 91 ) 
Fading grandeur at this 
ornate art-nouveau hotel 
and cafe.

 Výstavišt  (p 131 ) Home 
to the whimsical ‘Danc-
ing Fountain’.

 Best Modern Work
 Dancing Building (pic-
tured above left; p 103 ) 
The shape of the building 
mimics a dancing couple.

  (p 124 ) 
This mammoth function-
alist structure doesn’t 
look like your everyday 
palace.

 Prague is often called an ‘open-air museum of 
architecture’, and it’s no exaggeration. Not only 
have the neighbourhoods of Hrad any, Malá 
Strana, Staré M sto and Nové M sto jointly been 
granted Unesco World Heritage listing, nearly 
half of the city’s 3500 buildings are designated 
cultural monuments.

 Royal Style & the Gothic Look
 The earliest architecture is Romanesque from the 
later P emysl princes of the 10th to 12th centuries. 
These Czech nobles, responsible for Prague Castle, 
commissioned buildings with heavy stone walls 
and small windows. The Gothic style, typi  ed by 
tall, pointed arches, spindly spires and ribbed 
vaults, is associated with a proud era in Czech 
history. This is when Charles IV made Prague the 
capital of the Holy Roman Empire and began com-
missioning monuments such as St Vitus Cathedral 
and Charles Bridge.

 National Revival & Art Nouveau
 In the early 16th century the Habsburgs invited 
Italian designers and architects to create the 
Habsburg idea of a royal city. The Italians brought 
an enthusiasm for classical form, grace, symmetry 
and exuberant decoration. After the Great Fire of 
1541, Hrad any and Malá Strana were rebuilt in 
this style.

 During the so-called Czech National Revival, 
major new public buildings were commissioned, 
including the National Theatre and the National 
Museum. Architects then began to express their 
national aspirations through art nouveau (c 
1899–1912); the Municipal House is a beautiful 
example.

 

  Architecture
Best

 y Top Tips
  For more on 

Prague architecture, 
take a specialised 
tour such as Thou-
sand Years of Prague 
Architecture (www.
walkingtours.cz).

  Check out ‘What 
is Czech Cubism?’, 
the Modernista 
website and online 
gallery (www.mod
ernista.cz).

  Prague: An 
Architectural Guide 
is a photographic 
encyclopaedia by 
Mark Smith, Michal 
Schonberh and Ra-
domira Sedlakova.
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Vltava River
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bench in the beauti-
fully manicured royal 
gardens built up along 
the hillside.

 4 Charles Bridge
 Meander downhill 
towards another of 
Prague’s chief attrac-
tions: the bustling 
and always gorgeous 
Charles Bridge (p 74 ). 
Midway across the 
bridge,  nd a quiet 
spot to admire your 
surroundings – the tow-
ering medieval gates, 
the castle, the lazy river, 
the skyline of Malá 
Strana, the green slope 
of Pet ín Hill.

 5 Slav Island
 To get closer to the 
water’s edge, step onto 
Slav Island (p 103 ). 
When the weather’s 
warm, you can rent 
a paddleboat from 
the stand at one end. 
Anytime of year, it’s a 
delightfully quiet place 
to enjoy a picnic or take 
a nap in the shade.

 6 Dancing 
Building
 Back on the mainland, 
continue south along 
the river’s edge until 
you reach the whimsical 
yet elegant Dancing 

Building (p 103 ). From 
the outside, it’s an ob-
ligatory photo op. You 
can also go upstairs and 
dine at classy Céleste 
(p 103 ). From this 7th-
 oor vantage point, you 

can relax and drink 
in sunset views of the 
Vltava over dinner or a 
glass of wine.

 1  Convent of St 
Agnes
 Start the river walk 
outside the Convent 
of St Agnes, the old-
est Gothic building 
in Bohemia – build-
ing began in 1231. It’s 
named after Princess 
Agnes, humanitarian 
and founder of the only 
Czech religious order 
in the 13th century. It’s 
supposedly haunted by 
the ghost of a nun who 
was killed by her own 
father after falling in 
love with a young man.

 2 Letná Gardens
 Crossing Czech’s Bridge, 
look out over the 
river and take in the 
sun-dappled sights of 
the castle complex and 
Pet ín Hill. Continue 
to the heights of Letná 
Gardens (p 127 ), stop-
ping for a beer amid 
jaw-dropping views and 
a lively local crowd at 
the hilltop Letná Beer 
Garden (p 128 ).

 3 Prague Castle
 Continue on to Prague 
Castle (p 24 ). Enjoy the 
breeze – and sweeping 
views over the Vltava 
and the red roofs of 
Malá Strana – from the 
ramparts or from a park 

 2 The Walk
 Fans of  Milan Kundera associate the famed  Vltava 
River with scenes from The  Unbearable Lightness of 
Being. Less philosophical types will also enjoy this 
scenic stroll along (and across) the river – provided 
you’re up for some physical exercise.

 Start Convent of St Agnes; mStarom stská

 Finish Dancing Building; mKarlovo Nám stí

 Length 10km; two hours

 5 Take a Break
 Perched on the river’s edge, old-fashioned Kavárna 
Slavia (p 105 ) is the place to stop for coffee and 
cake – though not necessarily for a meal. Manoeu-
vre for a table by the big windows facing Prague 
Castle.
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 2 Czech Wine at Kaaba
 Stylish  Kaaba (www.kaaba.cz; Mánesova 
20; j11 to Italská, night tram 55, 58)  aunts 
retro furniture and pastel-coloured 
decor that could have come straight 
from the award-winning Czech 
pavilion at the 1958 Brussels Expo. 
Gourmet imported co  ee (including 
Jamaican Blue Mountain), snacks 
and an extensive list of Czech and 
imported wines are served.

 3 Classy Cocktails at 
Bar & Books
 Continue onto another of Vinohrady’s 
sophisticated drinking dens,  Bar & 
Books (www.barandbooks.cz/manesova; 
Mánesova 64; mJi iho z Pod brad, night 
tram 55, 58). The sensuous cocktail 
lounge features lush library-themed 
decor, top-shelf liquor and live music 
on Wednesday nights. It’s a place 
suited for a predinner aperitif with 
friends or a romantic late-night 
rendezvous.

 4 Underground Drinking at 
Sudi ka
 Descend the stairs into a more down-
to-earth drinking den, the subterra-
nean  Sudi ka (www.sudicka.cz; Nitranská 7; 
mJi iho z Pod brad, night tram 55, 58). After 
dark, local 20- and 30-somethings 
drink beer and inexpensive carafes 
of house wine in the candlelit rustic 
space.

 5 Cocktails at Hapu
 This place mixes a mean cocktail – ar-
guably the best in town – with freshly 

squeezed fruit juices. Stopping at tiny 
 Hapu (Orlická 8; mJi ího z Pod brad, night 
tram 51, 57, 59) is like popping around 
for a drink in a popular friend’s living 
room – if you happen to have a friend 
with an incredibly well-stocked bar, 
that is.

 6 Beer at U Sadu
 The congenial neighbourhood pub  U 
Sadu (www.usadu.cz; Škroupovo nám stí; 
mJi ího z Pod brad, night tram 51, 57, 59) 
is supremely popular with old locals, 
dreadlocked students and expats 
alike. Later at night, the breezy 
outdoor tables close for business and 
everyone moves into the smoky base-
ment bar.

 7 Nightcap at Bukowski’s
 
to have more drinking dens per metre 
than anywhere else in Prague,  Bu-
kowski’s Bar (Bo ivojova 86; j5, 9, 26 to 
Husinecká, night tram 55, 58) is a cut above 
its neighbours. It’s named after the 
hard-drinking American poet Charles 
Bukowski – expect cool tunes and 
con  dent cocktails.

 8 Late Night at the Seven 
Wolves
 Dance the night away at  Sedm Vlk  
(www.sedmvlku.cz; Vlkova 7; j5, 9, 26, night 
tram 55, 58). ‘Seven Wolves’ is a cool, 
two-level, art-studenty cafe-bar and 
club where DJs pump out techno, 
breakbeat and drum’n’bass in the 
darkened cellar from 9pm on Friday 
and Saturday nights.

 In the city of Prague, there’s no 
better place to make a night of it: 
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  Drinking  Tour of Vinohrady & 
Local Life

 1 Riegrovy Sady Beer Garden
 Start the night o   in an outdoor ven-
ue: before you even see it, you’ll prob-
ably hear the heavy chink of glasses 
rumbling out from under the trees at 
 Riegrovy Sady Park Café (Riegrovy sady; 
hdepending on weather, at least Apr-Oct; 
mNám stí Míru, j11 to Italská, night tram 55, 
58), a huge German-style beer garden. 
Inside, hundreds of locals (and their 
dogs) are making merry with cheap 
Gambrinus.

000000000000000

2 2 2

2 2 2

2 2 2

#

#

#

¡

¡

£

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

û

û
ý

û

û

û

û

ûVINOHRADY

ŽIŽKOV

Former Jewish
Cemetery

Peace Square
(náměstí Míru)

Rajská
zahrada

Mahlerovy
sadyRiegrovy

sady

náměstí Jiřího
z Poděbrad

Žižkovo
náměstí

Škroupovo
náměstí

Slavíkova

Vinohradská

Slezská
Slezská

Křížkovského

O
rlická

K
rásova

Fibichova

Přemyslovská

Ř
ípská

Nitranská

Polská

Kubelíkova

Ita
ls

ká

S
áz

av
sk

áŘímská

B
la

ni
ck

á

Polská

Slavíkova

Mánesova

Lucemburská

Korunni

Je
žk

ov
a

Jagellonská

Helénská
Ondřič

kova
Kubelíkova

Vinohradská

U 
K

análky

Vlkova

Vinohradská

M
ilešovská

C
hopinova

Tř
eb

ízs
ké

ho

Jiřího z
Poděbrad

Náměstí Míru

Praha-hlavní
nádraží (Main
Train Station)

#7

#5

#1 #6

#3

#4

#8

#2

0 200 m
0 0.1 miles#e

113112

 y Top Tips
  For the best views of 

the Astronomical Clock, 
come to the chiming at 
9am or 10am. Arrive a 
few minutes before the 
hour.

  Look for lively food 
and craft stands in Old 
Town Sq around major 
holidays like Christmas 
and Easter.

  Climb the clock tower 
for spectacular views 
over Old Town Sq; again, 
earlier is better.

  The most romantic 
time to visit the square 
is after dark, when the 
medieval buildings are 
beautifully illuminated.

 5 Take a Break
  Have lunch at Ristorante 
Pasta Fresca (p 80 ), a 
modern classic just a 
block past Old Town Sq 
on busy Celetná street.

 At night, have cocktails 
with a spectacular view 
of Old Town Sq atop 
Hotel U Prince (p 78 ).

 Don’t Miss
  Astronomical Clock
 Built in 1490 by a master clockmaker named 
Hanuš, the Astronomical Clock was a scienti  c 
feat in its day – and the relic, even after various 
renovations, remains a paradigm of antique tech-
nology and religious symbolism. A crowd gathers 
at the foot of the clock tower for a quaint visual 
display, the procession of the Twelve Apostles, 
during the hourly chiming (between 9am 
and 9pm).

  Church of Our Lady Before Týn
 Straight out of a 15th-century fairy tale, the 
spiky, spooky Gothic spires of Týn Church are an 
unmistakable Old Town landmark. The church 
houses the tomb of Tycho Brahe (see p 82 ); it’s 
only open for services (check http://tynska.far
nost.cz for times) but you can always peer 
through the glass doors.

  Old Town Hall Tower
 Old Town Hall, dating from 1338, has more to 
o  er than the astronomical clock. Climb the tall 
staircase of the clock tower (admission adult/conces-
sion 100/20K ) for privileged views over Old Town 
Sq and the historic city centre.

  Church of St Nicholas
 This pretty baroque monastery is relatively new: 
 nished in 1735, it replaced a much older Gothic 

church built here in the late 13th century. It’s 
gone through several reincarnations since, serv-
ing as a worship space for Catholics, Protestants, 
and even Prague’s Russian Orthodox community 
before transitioning into a classical concert 
venue.

 Laid with cobblestones and surrounded by 
spectacular baroque churches, soaring spires, 
candy-coloured buildings and a rococo palace, 
Old Town Sq is an architectural smorgasbord and 
a photographer’s delight. The 600th anniversary 
of the square’s most famous attraction, the As-
tronomical Clock – a mechanical marvel that still 
chimes on the hour – was marked in 2010. But 
many of Old Town Sq’s structures are even older: 
settlers started moving here, across the river 
from Prague Castle, in the 11th century.

 o Map p 76 , C2

 Old Town Sq

 admission free

 hOld Town Hall Tower 
11am-10pm Mon, 9am-
10pm Tue-Sun

 mStarom stská
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   Old Town Square & 
Astronomical Clock

Top Sights

Historic buildings from Old Town Hall Tower
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Wenceslas Square 
& Around (p88)
Once a horse market, 
this huge square has 
been the site of seminal 
moments in Czech 
history.

Top Sights1
Wenceslas Square

Prague Castle & 
Hradčany (p22)
This refined hilltop 
district is dominated by 
the castle that gives 
Prague its dreamy, 
fairy-tale-like 
appearance.

Top Sights1
Prague Castle
St Vitus Cathedral
Loreta

Old Town Square & 
Staré Město (p70)
Gothic spires, art-
nouveau architecture, a 
quirky astronomical 
clock and horse-drawn 
carriages crowd this 
famous, colourful old 
square.      

Top Sights1
Old Town Square & 
Astronomical Clock
Charles Bridge

Jewish Museum & 
Josefov (p58)
Today the city’s one-
time Jewish ghetto is 
home to a cluster of 
historic synagogues and 
the eerie, beautiful 
Jewish Cemetery.

Top Sights1
Jewish Museum
Jewish Cemetery

Petřín Hill & Malá 
Strana (p40)
Quaint cobblestoned 
streets, red roofs, 
ancient cloisters and a 
peaceful hillside park 
characterise Prague’s 
charming ‘Lesser 
Quarter’.

Top Sights1
Petřín Hill
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Vinohrady & Žižkov 
(p110)
The locals’ residential 
neighbourhood of 
choice, this leafy area 
contains many of 
Prague’s hippest bars 
and cafes.

Nové Město (p100)
Cool modern 
architecture and quiet 
riverside cafes are the 
crowning glories of 
this underrated 
neighbourhood.

Holešovice (p122)
Beer gardens, contem-
porary art and huge 
parks characterise this 
laid-back district well off 
the tourist path.

Top Sights1
Veletržní Palace

 

 Neighbourhoods
 Prague 

Neighbourhoods  1918

 For more information, see Survival 
Guide (p 157 )

 Currency
 Czech crown (Koruna eská; K )

 Language
 Czech

 Visas
 Generally not required for stays of up to 

three months.

 Money
 ATMs are widely available and credit cards 

are accepted at many restaurants and 
hotels across the city.

 Mobile Phones
 The Czech Republic uses GSM 900, 

compatible with mobile phones from the 
rest of Europe, Australia and New Zealand 

but not with most North American phones.

 Time
 Central European Time (GMT plus one hour)

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Most plugs have two round pins; electrical 
current is 230V. North American travellers 

will need adaptors and, depending on the 
device, transformers.

 Tipping
 It’s standard practice in pubs, cafes and 

midrange restaurants to add between 
10% and 15% if service has been good.

In a taxi, round up the fare.

 Getting Around
 Prague’s public transport system is afford-
able and efficient, and one of Europe’s best. 
Most visitors will get everywhere they need 
to go by walking, taking the metro, or hop-
ping on a tram.

 m  Metro
 Prague’s metro system runs from 5am to 
midnight with fast, frequent service. For 
tourists, the most useful line is A (green), 
which runs from Dejvická (airport con-
nection) to Prague Castle, Malá Strana, 

Vinohrady.

U  Tram
 Travelling on the antique red trams in Prague 
is part of the cultural experience. Regular 
trams run from 5am to midnight. Important 
tram lines to remember are 22 (runs to 
Prague Castle, Malá Strana and Charles 
Bridge); 17 and 18 (run to the Jewish Quarter 

Vinohrady). After midnight night trams (51 
to 58) rumble across the city about every 
40 minutes.

 K  Taxi
 Taxis are a convenient option when you’re 
in a hurry, but be careful of scams. Look for 
the ‘Taxi Fair Place’ stations in key tourist 
areas: drivers can charge a maximum fare 
and must announce the estimated price in 
advance. Make sure you know the current 
exchange rate if the driver offers you the 
chance to pay in a foreign currency.

 Arriving  in Prague
 Most visitors to Prague will enter via the 
international airport, Prague-Ruzyn , or 
through the main train station, Praha hlav  

are easily available from both hubs. See 
p 160  for more information on the public 
buses, shuttles and taxis listed here.

 A Prague-Ruzyn  Airport
 Destination  Best Transport
 Old Town  Cedaz Shuttlebus to 

Nám 9:W� � + 6� ( 2/1 �

�+ U DG any  Taxi or bus 119 to metro 
station Dejvická, connec-
WLRQ� WR� + U DG anská metro 
station

 Malá Strana  Taxi or bus 119 to metro 
station Dejvická, connec-
tion to Malostranská metro 
station

 Wenceslas Sq  Airport Express bus 

station area

 Vinohrady &  Taxi or bus 119 to metro 
station Dejvická, connec-
tion to Ji iho z Podebrad 
metro station

 L Praha hlav
Train Station

 Destination  Best Transport
 Old Town  Walk or take metro Line A 

to Starom stská station

�+ U DG any  Metro Line A to 
+ U DG anská station

 Malá Strana  Metro Line A to 
Malostranská station

 Wenceslas Sq  Walk (it’s two blocks away)

 Vinohrady &  Metro Line A to Ji iho z 
Podebrad station

 

 Your Daily      Budget
 Budget less than €50

   Dorm beds €10 20

   Excellent supermarkets for self-catering

   Cheap theatre tickets at the best venues 
starting at just €4

 Midrange €50 150
  �� /44+ � � ,5� � : = 5� = /:. � 25) ' 2� ( + + � � = /4+ � � � � 40

   Double room at midrange boutique hotel 
€100

 Top end more than €150
   Double room or suite at luxury hotel 

€150 225

   Four-course dinner at Kampa Park €150

 Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet� � = = = � 254+ 2� 62' 4+ : � )53 � ) � + ) .
� � + 6� ( 2/) � �����6� ' - � + � � � + 9:/4' :/54� /4,5� 3 ' :/54� �
hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

 Prague Welcome (www.praguewelcome.cz) 
Prague’s official tourism portal.

 Prague.com (www.prague.com) A city guide 
plus hotel bookings.

 Heart of Europe (www.heartofeurope.cz)
Lists cultural events, concerts, clubs, thea-
tres, museums and galleries.

 Advance Planning
 One month before Reserve your hotel 
room, especially if you’re hoping to stay in a 
smaller B&B or boutique hotel.

 One week before Get theatre tickets if you 
want to see a specific performance.

 One day before Check the Prague Castle 
website (www.hrad.cz) to find out about 
the next day’s cultural events.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Prague’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot

The Best 
of Prague
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Prague
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience 
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Lonely Planet’s 
Prague
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Prague.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Prague

 More than 20 years after the Velvet Revolution drew back 
the curtain on this intoxicating maze of winding cobblestone 
alleyways, the ‘city of 100 spires’ thrills visitors with dramatic 
Gothic architecture, cool cubist design, down-to-earth pubs, 
ornate cafes, cutting-edge art and the grand Prague Castle, 
looming high over the city and creating a spectacular sky-
line that looks like it's straight out of a fairy tale.

Prague Top Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Prague Local Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Prague Day Planner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Need to Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Prague Neighbourhoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Church of Our Lady Before Týn (p73), Old Town Sq
RACHEL LEWIS/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©
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Although the authors and Lonely Planet 
have taken all reasonable care in preparing 
this book, we make no warranty about the 
accuracy or completeness of its content 
and, to the maximum extent permitted, 
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