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Top Experiences
The top things to see 
and do plus expert 
advice to make your 
trip even better.

Best of Phuket 
We’ve found the 
best walks, food, 
beaches, spas, 
nightlife and more.

Local Life
Discover Phuket 
with guides to areas 
that the locals really 
love. 
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In This Book
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Phuket Town & 
Around (p22)
Home to 100-year-old 
Sino-Portuguese 
shophouses, Chinese 
Taoist temples, art 
galleries and lively bars.

Rawai (p72)
Discover quiet beaches 
in hidden pockets and 
spectacular viewpoints 
around the cape in 
laid-back, bohemian 
Rawai.

Top ExperiencesE
Laem Phromthep

Northern Beaches 
(p106)
If you're after stunning 
beaches, head north to 
these beauties that have 
managed to escape the 
full effects of the 
tourism boom…for now.

Worth a Trip
Top ExperiencesE

Ko Phi-Phi
Hat Railay, Krabi
Ao PhangNga
Similan Islands

Thalang & Around 
(p100)
Waterfall hikes, 
zip-lining in lush jungle 
and singing gibbons are 
on offer in the Khao 
Phra Thaew National 
Park.

#

#

E

E

Big
Buddha

Laem
Phromthep

Hat Patong (p38)
Go-go bars, ping-pong 
shows, pumping 
nightclubs and 
hedonism at every turn: 
Patong is 'sin city' and 
proud of it.

Hat Karon & Hat 
Kata (p56)
Perfect for families, Kata 
offers high-end dining 
and beachside bars 
while Karon has a long 
stretch of sand.

Top ExperiencesE
Big Buddha

Hat Kamala & Hat 
Surin (p84)
Sophisticated Hat Surin 
and its slightly more 
casual neighbour, 
Kamala, both manage to 
retain a 'village' vibe. 

Ao Bang Thao 
(p94)
A stunning 8km stretch 
of blinding white sand 
with a sprinkling of 
resorts and beach clubs 
in the southern half.

Regions
 Phuket 

Regions  1918

 For more information,
see Survival Guide (p 143 )

  Currency
 Thai Baht (B)

  Language
 Thai

  Visas
 Generally not required for stays of up to 

30 days.

  Money
 ATMs are widely available and credit 

cards are accepted in most hotels and 
restaurants.

 Mobile    Phones
 Local SIM cards are readily available at 

convenience stores such as 7-Eleven and 
work with any unlocked GSM phone.

  Time
 Thailand standard time (GMT/UTC plus 

seven hours)

 Plugs &  Adaptors
 Outlets usually take the European round 

two-pronged pins. Electrical current is 220V.

   Tipping
 Tips of 5% to 10% for service workers are 

greatly appreciated (unless a service charge 
has already been included in the bill).

 Getting Around
 Local transport on the island is much pricier 
than in other parts of Thailand. You won’t 
find metered taxis outside Phuket Town, 
while túk-túks and private taxis are unflinch-
ing in their exorbitant prices.

 K Private Taxi
 An easy way to get around is to hire wheels 
with a driver and air-con. A good option if 
you’re wanting to explore the island on a day 
trip (particularly cost-effective if you have a 
few people together).

 Túk-Túk
 Plying the coastal route between beach 
towns, this local mode of transport is pricey, 
but unfortunately it remains the most 
convenient way of getting from A to B.

 S rngt aou (Passenger Pick-Up 
Trucks)
 An inexpensive way to get to the beaches 
from Phuket Town, but really only an option 
if you’re not in a hurry.

 K Car & Motorcycle Rental
 The best way to get around is to have your 
own wheels. Scooters can be hired every-
where, but be aware of their dangers; there 
are high rates of accidents. Car rental is a 
safer option and can be arranged from vari-
ous parts of the island or at the airport. 

  Arriving in Phuket
 Phuket International Airport (www.
phuketairportonline.com) is 30km north-
west of Phuket Town. An airport bus (www.
airportbusphuket.com) runs to Phuket Town 
(90B, about 20 minutes), or metered taxis 
(500B to 600B to most beaches) can be 
found about 50m to the right as you exit the 
arrivals hall.

 A From Phuket International 
Airport

 Destination Best Transport

 Patong Private or metered taxi

 Kata & Karon Private or metered taxi

 Kamala & Surin Private or metered taxi

 Rawai Private or metered taxi, 
or self-drive

 A At the Airport
 Phuket International Airport There are 
ATMs here. You can arrange car hire from 
a number of car-rental agencies including 
Hertz, Avis and Budget, outside the interna-
tional arrivals hall. The airport also hosts a 
duty-free store as well as a tourist informa-
tion counter and post facilities.

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than US$50 

   Room in a backpackers US$15–30

   pàt tai at a street stall US$3

   Beer at a pub US$1.50–3

 Midrange US$50–200 
   Double room in a decent hotel US$50–100

   Dinner at a restaurant US$15–30

   Massage at a reputable spa US$10–20

 Top end more than US$200 
   Room at a five-star beachfront resort 

US$200–500

   Degustation menu at a top restaurant 
$50–100

   Lavish spa treatment at an exclusive resort 
US$100–200

 Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/thai
land/phuket-province) Destination informa-
tion, hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

 Jamie’s Phuket (www.jamie-monk.com) 
A fun insider’s blog written by a long-time 
Phuket expat resident with excellent photos 
and travel tips.

 Phuket 101 (www.phuket101.net) Great 
photos and loads of ideas for your trip.

 Advance  Planning
 Three months before If travelling in high 
season, book your hotel.

 One month before Book tickets for Phuket 
Simon Cabaret.

 One week before Book in for a day at a 
beach club.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 2 Patong Food Park
  Continue on Th Rat Uthit for a few 
 minutes past Th Hat Patong and 
you’ll find   Patong Food Park (Th Rat 
Uthit; h4pm-midnight) – a local foodie’s 
dream world – on your left. There’s 
fresh fish, crab, lobster, roasted pork 
leg, satay and sôm• am (spicy green 
papaya salad) carts. All cheap and 
delicious. There’s a reason it’s always 
packed with locals and expats. Grab a 
snack here to line your stomach.

 3  Rock City
   From Patong Food Park, head back the 
way you came along Th Rat Uthit, and 
follow the street straight down, where 
you’ll notice things start to get noisier 
and rowdier. On the corner of Soi 
Bangla and Th Rat Uthit is your next 
drinking spot,  Rock City (www.rock
cityphuket.com; Th Rat Uthit; h8pm-4am). 
Limber up your neck in preparation 
for some serious headbangin’ to ’80s 
rock and metal. This dark den lives 
on the glory of AC/DC, Metallica and 
Guns N’ Roses tribute bands attract-
ing a rockin’ crowd of tourists and 
locals. Get stuck into some rocktails to 
prepare yourself for Th Bangla.

 4  Thanon Bangla
  Straight out the doors of Rock City 
and you are here. For some visitors, 
Th Bangla is Patong – tales of go-go 
bars, ping-pong shows, ladyboys 
and debauchery are the drawcard. 
For others it’s simply a one-night 
experience before making a retreat 
to their beachside resort. The street 

is Patong’s beer and bar-girl mecca 
and features a number of spectacular 
go-go extravaganzas, where you can 
expect the usual mix of bored-looking 
gyrating Thai girls and often excitable 
red-faced Western men. That said, on 
the surface the atmosphere is more 
carnival than carnal or carnage, at-
tracting a mix of tourists and genders. 
Do a few laps to let it soak in.

 5 Aussie Bar
  It may be an Aussie-themed bar, but 
Patong’s   Aussie Bar (h9am-3.30am; W) 
is pretty darn good after you’ve had 
enough of Bangla’s street circus. You 
might be on holiday but there’s no 
need to miss the footy, V8 supercars, 
cricket, soccer etc when you’ve got 
eight large sports screens beaming it 
in. Get competitive on the pool tables 
or foosball, or just do some elbow exer-
cises at the bar with a VB. You bewty! 

 6 Bangkok Burger Co
  A few doors down,   Bangkok Burger Co 
(BBC; www.bangkokburgercompany.com; Bang-
la Mall, Soi Bangla; h11am-4am; W) is ideal 
for soaking up the alcohol. You won’t 
miss the Bangla entertainment thanks 
to its prime position and windows over-
looking the mayhem. Gourmet burgers 
travel the globe from ‘Le Parisian’ with 
brie and garlic mushrooms and the 
‘Aussie’ complete with Vegemite mayo 
to the the home-grown ‘Bangkok Dan-
gerous’ – crispy bacon, Thai green curry 
sauce and fiery jalapenos. Now you can 
hit the clubs, but we’re not responsible 
for you from here on!

 One night in Patong is obligatory 
for any trip to Phuket. And while 
bar girls playing ping pong – 
without paddles – may not be 
your thing, you can still have a 
good time taking in the spectacle 
of Th Bangla and hitting some 
bars and pubs along the way. This 
walk takes in some of the less, er, 
sordid spots to fill up on beer and 
booze.

  Pub & Grub Crawl Patong
Local Life

 1  Monte’s
  Start with a few cold beers at this 
casual tropical pub.   Monte’s (Th Phisit 
Karani; h10am-1am) has a thatched roof, 
a natural-wood bar, dozens of orchids 
and a flat-screen TV for sport. Perfect 
for easing into a big night. Once it’s 
time to move on, head down the hill 
on Th Phisit Karani and turn right 
onto Th Rat Uthit. Follow this main 
street for about 500m, checking out 
the rows of seaf ood restaurants.
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 4  China Inn 
  Continue north along 
Th Montri, turn left at 
Th Thalang and wander 
this historic street full of 
converted shophouses. 
Pass Soi Romanee, a gor-
geous street worth ex-
ploring at night. China 
Inn is a short walk to 
your left; more than 100 
years old, the restored 
building is a classic 
Chinese shophouse with 
beautiful detailing. 

 5  Thanon Dibuk
  Follow Th Thalang west 
until Th Yaowarat, turn 
right and walk a few 

minutes until Th Dibuk 
and turn left. Wide Th 
Dibuk has some fine 
Sino-Portuguese shop-
houses with elegant 
facades.

 6  Blue Elephant
  At the T intersection at 
the end of Th Dibuk, 
turn left. Follow Th 
Satun to the end where 
it meets Th Krabi and 
explore the gardens on 
the corner. The former 
Phra Pitak Chinpracha 
Mansion building here 
has been immaculately 
restored and converted 
into Phuket’s finest din-
ing establishment. 

 7  Chinpracha 
House
  Next to Blue Elephant, 
a gravel path leads to 
Chinpracha House. Built 
in 1903 by Prapitak Chin-
pracha, it now houses a 
private museum.

 8  Phuket Thaihua 
Museum
  Head back past Blue 
Elephant, continuing east 
along Th Krabi to Phuket 
Thaihua Museum. Built 
in 1934, this was the 
oldest Chinese school in 
Thailand; it exhibits a top 
mix of European-Sino-
Thai architectural styles.

 1  Standard 
Chartered Bank
  Start at the intersection 
of Th Phang Nga and 
Th Thepkasatri where 
you’ll find the Standard 
Chartered Bank built in 
classic Sino-Portuguese 
style. This was the first 
local bank in Thailand, 
and is now a museum 
showcasing Phuket’s 
Baba history.

 2 Police Station
  Opposite is the Thai 
police building, which 
was built to protect the 
bank in the early 1900s. 
It has a unique four-
storey clock tower with 
traditional police-cap 
roof. The clock-tower 
face stood blank for 50 
years until there was 
the budget for a clock.

 3 Post Office/
Philatetic Museum
  H ead east along Th 
Phang Nga, taking note 
of cafes and restaurants 
in beautiful old shop-
houses. Turn left onto 
Th Montri and you’ll 
see the old post office 
building, a magnificent 
example of Phuket’s 
Sino-Portuguese 
architecture, which 
now houses the Phuket 
Philatelic Museum.

 2 � The Walk
 On an island that attracts millions of beach goers 
every year, it’s easy to overlook Phuket Town with 
its lack of white sand and blue waters. However, 
this is precisely the reason you should visit! The 
town offers a rare insight into the history of Phuket 
and this walk through the Old Town will take you 
past the architectural legacies of the Baba people.

 Start Standard Chartered Bank

 Finish Phuket Thaihua Museum

 Length 1km; 1½ hours

 5� Take a Break
 On Th Thalang, just before you reach China Inn, 
 Wilai (%0 7622 2875; 14 Th Thalang; dishes from 65B; 
h10am-4pm, closed Sun) serves fantastic Phuket 
soul food. 
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Best Walks
   Phuket Town’s 
Architectural 
Legacies

 Phuket Town’s Architectural Legacies  125124

and 1000B. Coins are 
valued at 1B, 5B and 10B. 
Ask larger vendors or 
your hotel to break the 
1000B notes.

 ATMs Theses are  every-
where, including the 
airport, and you won’t 
have any trouble using 
your ATM or credit cards. 
It’s worth notifying your 
bank you’ll be travelling 
to Thailand.

  Credit cards Widely 
accepted.

  Money changers Also 
common for those need-
ing to exchange foreign 
currency, and are also 
found at the airport.

  Tipping Unless there’s 
a service fee already in-
cluded in the bill, service 
sta   will always appreci-
ate a tip of 5% to 10%.

 Public Holidays
   New   Year’s Day 
1 January

 Chinese New Year 
(lunar) January to March

 Magha Puja (lunar) 
January to March

 Chakri Day 6 April

 Songkran (lunar) April

 Coronation Day 5 May

 Visakha Puja (lunar) May

 Asalha Puja (lunar) July

 Khao Phansa (lunar) July

 Queen’s Birthday 
12 August

 Chulalongkorn Day 
23 October

 King’s Birthday 
5 December

 Constitution Day
10 December

 Safe Travel
   Considering the 

number of tourists and 
the  volume of cash spent 
in Phuket, it’s a pretty 
safe place. You will rarely 
feel uncomfortable or 
guarded, even in wild 
Patong. As in most places 
in the world, however, 
violence and crime do 
happen on the outskirts, 
especially late at night. 

  During the monsoon 
season, the beaches in 
Phuket are dangerous. 
An estimated 50 people 
a year drown because of 
vicious rip currents on 
the west-coast beaches. 
Red  ags are posted 
on beaches when the 
undercurrents are strong. 
If they’re  ying, don’t 
swim in that area. If you 
do get caught in a rip tide, 
don’t  ght it by swim-
ming back to the beach. 
That’s a good way to die. 
Instead swim parallel to 
shore. You will eventually 
elude the rip’s grasp. And 
remember to keep an 
eye out for jet skis when 
you’re swimming outside 
the buoys. See the boxed 
text, p 68 , for more info.

  Also be aware of 
unscrupulous operators 
on the main beach areas, 
particularly Patong. Jet-ski 

  Wooden long-tail boats 
are the most commonly 
hired vessel to get to the 
islands, and are available 
from many of the beaches.

  Rawai is one of the best 
spots to charter a boat to 
neighbouring islands – in-
cluding Ko Bon (1000B), 
Coral Island (1400B) or 
Ko Racha (3100B).

  From Patong or 
Kamala, you can head 
to Freedom Beach, a 
popular day trip (1800B 
return). It’s also possible 
to visit Laem Singh and 
Banana Rock Beach 
(4200B return).

  From Kata, full- and 
half-day charters head to 
Coral Island and Ko Bata 
for around 5000B.

 Essential 
Information
 Business Hours
    Restaurants Most open 
for breakfast from around 
8am and close at 11pm. 

 Businesses and shops 
Open from 8.30am to 
6pm in Phuket’s Old Town, 

and as late as 11pm in 
resort areas. 

 Banks Open from 
9.30am to 3.30pm Mon-
day to Friday.

 Pubs, cafes and bars 
Open from noon to mid-
night or later.

 7-Elevens Convenience 
stores open 24 hours.

 Discount Cards
    Visit in the low season to 
get 40% to 60% discount 
on all accommodation, 
from resorts to back-
packer dives.

 Electricity

220V/50Hz

 

220V/50Hz

 

 Emergency
   Bangkok Phuket Hos-
pital (%0 7625 4425; Th 
Yongyok Uthit) 

 Phuket International 
Hospital (%0 7624 9400, 
emergency %0 7621 0935; 
Airport Bypass Rd). 

   Police (%191, 0 7622 3555)

 Money
 y  Top Tip Don’t bother 
with travellers cheques – 
they’re not worth the 
hassle, and may not be 
accepted.
  Currency The basic unit 
of Thai currency is the 
baht (B), made up of 100 
satang. Notes come in 
20B, 50B, 100B, 500B 

 Money-Saving Tips
   The  best Phuket deals are available in the low 
season. Hotels and car-hire agencies routinely 
slice 50% of their rates in the monsoon season. 

  There’s plenty of cheap and delicious food 
from street stalls and markets.

  Hiring a motorbike or car is the most economi-
cal option if you plan on exploring the island.

  Prebook your accommodation several months 
in advance for the best deals.

Essential Information  149148  Survival Guide

 y� Top Tips
  Get to the Rassada 

pier early to ensure a 
good spot as the boats 
get crowded.

  If you’ve got the time, 
stay overnight to experi-
ence Phi-Phi’s nightlife 
once the day-trippers 
leave.

  Tread lightly and clean 
up after yourself. Phi-
Phi’s fragile ecosystem 
and infrastructure 
struggles to cope with 
the in  ux of tourists it 
receives.

 5 � Take a Break
 Grab lunch at   Ciao Bella 
(%08 1894 1246; dishes 
150B-300B; hbreakfast, 
lunch & dinner) on the 
sand in Ao Lo Dalam, a 
perennial favourite for 
expats and travellers, 
where you can dine on 
fresh seafood and great 
pizzas in a romantic 
setting by the sea. 

 Don’t Miss
  Diving & Snorkelling
  It’s not just the tourists that take a shine to this 
neck of the woods; abundant marine life gathers 
in the crystal-clear Andaman waters making it a 
top spot to strap on a mask and a pair of flippers. 

 Popular dive sites include the  King Cruiser 
Wreck, sitting a mere 12m below the surface; 
 Anemone Reef, teeming with hard corals and 
clownfish;  Hin Bida, a submerged pinnacle 
attracting turtles; and  Ko Bida Nok, with its 
signature karst massif luring leopard sharks. A 
two-dive trip with   Adventure Club (%08 1970 0314; 
www.phi-phi-adventures.com) starts from 2500B.

 For snorkelling, flipper around Ko Mai Phai 
(Bamboo Island), 5km north of Phi-Phi Don (the 
main island) for a chance to see small sharks. 
Trips start from 800B. Another good spot for 
underwater delights is along the eastern coast of 
Ko Nok, near Ao Ton Sai, and along the eastern 
coast of Ko Nai. 

 The Viewpoint
  If  you can’t make it to the surrounding islands, 
brave the sweaty climb to Phi-Phi’s viewpoint to 
see what you’re missing. It’s about a 20 minute 
hike up the mountain path and at the top there 
are stunning views of the twin bays, craggy lime-
stone formations and Ko Phi-Phi Leh. 

  Ko Phi-Phi Leh
  Ever since Alex Garland’s bestseller,  The Beach, 
was made into a movie and filmed here, Ko Phi-
Phi Leh has become somewhat of a pilgrimage 
site for backpackers. You can organise a long-tail 
boat here from Phi-Phi Don to swim and relax on 
its small sandy beaches.

 Day-Trippin’  Ko Phi-Phi 
Top Experiences

  Curving bays, white-sand beaches and breathtaking 
rock formations that rise from the vivid turquoise 
waters – Ko Phi-Phi turns that tropical-island 
cliché into a stunning reality. Grab a long tail out 
to Ko Phi-Phi Leh to retrace the steps of Leo in the 
filming of The Beach, head underwater for some 
excellent diving, check out the stunning viewpoint 
or just kick back for the day. You deserve it!
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Ko Phi-Phi Leh

 Getting There

 Boats depart the 
Rassada pier at 9am, 
2.30pm and 3pm and 
return from Phi-Phi at 
9am, 1.30pm and 3pm 
(400B, two hours).

 Plenty of tour compa-
nies also run day trips 
to Phi-Phi.

115Day-Trippin’ Ko Phi-Phi Worth a Trip114

Hat Mai Khao
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 Hat Ya Nui A laid-back 
sandy beach cove backed 
by lush mountains. (p 77 )

 Ao Sane This tucked-
away secret has a small 
white sand beach amid 
boulders. (p 79 )

 Laem Singh A beautiful 
cape walled in by cliffs 
and no road access. 
(p 87 )

  Water Activities
 Hat Patong You name 
it, it’s here. Parasailing, 
jet skis and loads more. 
(p 44 )

 Hat Kata Great for 
surfing and snorkelling, 
particularly at Kata Noi. 
(p 62 )

 Hat Kamala Decent surf 
breaks and parasailing, 
and great for a spot of 
snorkelling. (p 88 )

 Hat Nai Yang A good 
choice for snorkelling in 
the dry season and for 
surfing in the monsoon. 
(p 109 )

 Long Walks
 Hat  Mai Khao Phuket’s 
longest beach, where 
you can walk for hours in 
isolation. (p 109 )

 Hat Karon This squeaky 
white-sand stretch 
goes on for miles and is 
perfect for stretching the 
legs. (p 62 )

 Ao Bang Thao A beauti-
ful 8km sweep of white 

sand and a relaxed feel. 
(p 97 )

 Relaxation
 Hat Surin Stylish, yet 
unpretentious, Surin 
retains a laid-back village 
feel. (p 87 )

 Hat Mai Khao Most of 
the time you’ll be lucky 
enough to have this one 
all to yourself. (p 109 )

 Hat Nai Thon A quiet, 
peaceful beach with not 
too many distractions. 
(p 109 )

 Hat Kamala With its rus-
tic, mellow feel, Kamala 
is perfect for relaxing. 
(p 88 )

Best

 Ninety-nine percent of visitors to Phuket are 
heading straight for the beach – and no wonder 
why. No matter what your beach requirements, 
Phuket has it covered. White sand and clear 
blue waters lap along the 45km stretch of coast, 
where  ashy developed strands alternate with 
secret castaway paradises. 

 So Which Is for You?
  It’s the west-coast beaches that lure 5.3 million 
tourists here annually. From the earthy, rocky 
coves on the south coast to that wide web of lust 
that is pulsing Patong, to the gorgeous yet discreet 
north, Phuket’s coastline contorts and twists into 
various shapes and sizes, giving each stretch of 
sand its own rhythm.

 The majority of visitors are attracted to the en-
trenched tourist magnets of Kata and Karon, and, 
of course, Patong. If you’re after a social scene, this 
is where you come – long stretches of sand lined 
with resorts, restaurants, bars and other facilities 
you might need just steps away. On most beaches 
you’ll find sun loungers for rent and water sports 
to keep you busy – from banana boats and surf-
boards to jet skis and parasailing. If you prefer a 
more peaceful, secluded vibe, you’ll find it in rocky 
coves, off nondescript coastal roads, over boulders 
and through tunnels in-between the main beaches 
and on Phuket’s northern coast. 

 For Families
 Hat Kata A pleasant 
half-moon crescent bay 
ideal for families with 
good swimming and 
facilities. (p 62 )

 Hat Karon Popular for 
its long, wide stretch 
of sand and space to 
spread out. (p 62 )

 Hat Nai Han Nestled at 
the southern tip of the 
island, it has a quiet local 
feel. (p 77 )

 Hat Kamala Calm wa-
ters and good snorkelling 
at its northern end. (p 88 )

 Hidden Spots
 Freedom Beach A long-
tail boat ride away from 
the madness of Patong. 
(p 44 )

  Beaches
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  Private Taxi
  Best for…Those who are 
not wanting to sign up 
for a day tour, yet want 
the freedom without 
self-drive. 

  Air-conditioned car and 
driver costs about 1500B 
for eight hours.

  This option makes 
sense for those in a 
group, who can split the 
cost, making it an even 
better way of getting 
around.

 S rngt aou 
(Passenger Pick-
Up Trucks) 
   Best for…Budget travel-
lers, and those who like to 
keep it local.

  These open-air buses 
run to all the beaches 
from Phuket Town, but 
the catch is that you’ll 
have to go via Phuket 
Town to get from one 
beach to another (say 
Hat Surin to Hat Patong), 
which can take hours. 

  Expect to pay around 
30B per trip. 

 Túk-Túk 
   Best for…Getting from 
one beach to another, or 
short trips within town.

  Not the three-wheeler 
túk-túks you’ll  nd else-

where in Thailand, these 
red open-air vans are 
based in all towns.

  Used for local trips; also 
a popular but pricey way 
to get between beaches.

  Costs anywhere from 
50B to 100B for shorter 
trips within a town, 
200B to get from Kata to 
Karon, or 500B for longer 
journeys (eg Karon to 
Patong). Bargain hard, 
but don’t expect prices to 
come down too much. 

 Scooter/
Motorcycle
   Best  for…Independent, 
budget-conscious travel-
lers who like the freedom 
to travel Easy Rider style.

  The most inexpensive 
way to get around.

  Available for hire from 
road-side stalls at beach 
towns for around 200B 
a day. 

  Riding a motorbike on 
Phuket can be hazard-
ous. Know the risks, 
wear appropriate cloth-
ing and be careful riding 
at night (see the boxed 
text, p 83 ).

  Alternatively you can 
 nd motorbike taxis in 

Phuket Town, with riders 
who wear green vests and 
whom you might con-

vince to take you around 
the island.

 Car Hire
   Best for…Independent 
travellers who want to ex-
plore the island in depth.

  For many, the idea of 
being behind the wheel in 
Thailand might seem like 
madness, but driving in 
Phuket is a snap. Tra   c 
is manageable, roads are 
wide and roundabouts 
are easy to manoeuvre. 

  Driving is on the left-
hand side of the road.

  Suzuki jeeps and Toyota 
sedans go from anywhere 
from 1200B to 1500B per 
day (including insurance 
and GPS).

  In low season the rates 
can come down to 750B. 
If you hire for a week or 
more, you’ll pay near the 
low end of the range. 

  Pure Car Rent (%0 
7621 1002; www.purecarrent.
com; 75 Th Rassada, Phuket 
Town) is a reliable com-
pany with good rates, as 
are Avis (%08 9969 8674) 
and Hertz (%0 2266 4666) 
at the airport.

 Boat
   Best for...Those wanting 
to spend a day island-
hopping.

with romantic sunset 
views over white sand 
and blue sea.

 Mövenpick (www.moeven
pick-hotels.com) Grab a 
secluded villa and choose 
from a private plunge 
pool or outdoor rainforest 
shower. Great for kids. 

 Surin Phuket (www.
thesurinphuket.com) On a 
stunning private beach, 
bungalows with naturalis-
tic wooden exteriors and 
luxurious interiors.

 Banyan Tree Phuket 
(www.banyantree.com) An oa-
sis of sedate, understated 
luxury. Bungalows have 
private pools.

 Arriving in 
Phuket
   Phuket Interna-
tional Airport
 y Top Tip To escape 
Phuket’s ‘taxi ma  a’ (an 
organisation of overpriced 
chartered cars and 
túk-túks), get the phone 
number of a metered taxi 
and use the same driver 
throughout your stay in 
Phuket.
  

The vast majority of visi-
tors will arrive at Phuket 
International Airport 
(www.phuketairportonline.
com) either direct from 
international flights or 
via Bangkok. To get to the 
southern beaches, where 
most people stay, takes 
around 45 minutes to an 
hour. 

 Private taxi Easiest 
option to get to your 
hotel, costing 500B to 
900B depending on your 
destination.

 Metered taxis Located 
50m to the right as you 
exit the arrivals hall, but 
you’ll need to persuade 
them to use the meter, 
which works out to be 
100B to 200B cheaper 
compared to private taxis.

 Bus (www.airportbusphuket) 
Only serves Phuket Town 
(90B, 30 minutes), so not 
an option if you’re staying 
at the beach.

 Hire car Very convenient 
way to get around the 
island, and if you plan on 
hiring a car, you might 
as well start from the 
airport. Avis (%08 9969 
8674) and Hertz (%0 2266 
4666) have o   ces here. 
Prices start from 1500B 
per day. 

 Arriving by Boat
  Phuket’s Th Rassada, 
north of Phuket Town, is 
the main pier for boats 
to Ko Phi-Phi connect-
ing onward to Krabi, Ko 
Lanta, the Trang Islands, 
Ko Lipe and even as far 
as Langkawi Island in Ma-
laysia. For quicker service 
to Krabi and Ao Nang via 
the Ko Yao Islands, boats 
leave from Th Bang Bong 
north of Th Rassada. 

 Arriving by Bus & 
Minibus
  If coming overland from 
Bangkok, you’ll arrive at 
the bus terminal (%0 
7621 1977) in Phuket Town. 
Otherwise if you’re on an 
air-con minibus, you’ll 
likely be dropped at one 
of the main beaches.

 Getting 
Around
   Local Phuket transport 
is terrible. The systems 
in place make tour-
ists either stay on their 
chosen beach, rent a car 
or motorbike (which can 
be hazardous) or take 
overpriced private car 
‘taxis’ or túk-túks.
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Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

 Region s
What’s where

Top Experiences
Make the most 
of your visit

Local Life
The insider's Phuket

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Phuket ’s Best…
The best experiences

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing Phuket – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Explore 
 Phuket 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 region  by  region  

The Best 
of  Phuket 
Phuket’s highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan
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Lonely Planet’s 
 Phuket 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the 
region. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
Phuket into easy-to-navigate 
 region s and provided clear 
maps so you’ll find your way 
around with ease. Our expert 
authors have searched out 
the best of Phuket: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Phuket .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  region :
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Our selection of Phuket’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Experiences

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
j Tram
d Train
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Phuket

 The original island getaway, Phuket may be older, pricier 
and not quite as exotic these days, but it’s still got it. The 
white beaches, psychedelic sunsets and aquamarine sea, 
they’re all still here, and Phuket continues to party with the 
best of them. Sure, it may be too popular for its own good, 
but that’s what happens when you’ve got it all.

Phuket Top Experiences .......................................... 8

Phuket Local Life ......................................................12

Phuket Day Planner .................................................14

Need to Know ...........................................................16

Phuket Regions ........................................................18
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