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In This Book

 Best Roller 
Coasters
Revenge of the Mummy 
This Universal Studios 
coaster combines 
serious speed and twists 
with in-your-face special 
effects. (p71)

Dragon Challenge 
Twist, turn and loop, feet 
dangling free, on one of 
two intertwined coasters, 
the Chinese Fireball or 
the Hungarian Horntail – 
a Hogsmeade favorite. 
(p75)

The Incredible Hulk 
Coaster Screams from 
this crown-jewel, filled 
with corkscrews, loops 
and dips, echo through 
Islands of Adventure. 
(p78)

Hollywood Rip, Ride, 
Rockit Arguably the most 
terrifying (um, thrilling) 
coaster in Orlando – 
choose your own music 
and prepare to loop and 
plummet. (p72)

Kraken Whiplash zip of 
twists, turns, inversion 

and plunges at Sea-
World. (p86)

Manta Lie horizontally, 
face down, and fly 
through the air. (p86)

Space Mountain This 
indoor Magic Kingdom 
classic zips into star-
studded galaxies of outer 
space, but it has no 
terrifying dips or loops. 
(p45)

Rock ‘n’ Roller Coaster 
Aerosmith cranks as you 
twist and turn through 
total darkness. (p32)

Best Simulated & 
Themed Thrills
Harry Potter and the 
Forbidden Journey Soar 
through Hogwarts and 
past Dementors with 
Harry, Hermione and 
Fred. (p75)

Escape from Gringotts 
Universal Studio’s 
hottest ride takes you 
from Diagon Alley into 
Gringotts Bank, past the 
bank-teller goblins, and 

into a 3-D multisensory 
Harry Potter world. 
(p75)

The Simpsons Ride A 
family trip to the amuse-
ment park is derailed by 
a vengeful Sideshow Bob. 
(p71)

Twilight Zone Tower 
of Terror An elevator 
takes you clatter, clatter, 
clatter, up into a haunted 
hotel, and free fall down. 
(p31)

Best Water Rides
Der Stuka Insane 
vertical drop of 240ft. 
(p84)

Bomb Bay The floor falls, 
sending you plunging six 
stories. (p84)

Ihus Breakaway Falls 
Aquatica’s big thrill drops 
you without warning and 
shoots you through the 
tube slide. (p87)

Brain Wash Lights 
Four-person inner-tube 
scream into a funnel. 
(p84)

 Theme Park 
Thrills

Best

 As the Theme Park Capital of the World, Orlando 
o  ers plenty of knuckle-biting, stomach-sinking, 
screaming thrills. But the thrills here go beyond the 
usual zipping coaster variety – special e  ects, 3-D 
glasses and narrative twists give most of the city’s 
thrill rides that distinct Orlando-centric style.

Simulated Experiences
Simulated rides incorporate surround screen films 
to transport riders into a completely different world. 
They are usually based on popular books or movies, 
and are often framed by an elaborate narrative that 
begins in the queue. You may not actually plummet, 
twist and spin, but simulated rides can leave you just 
as queasy, and the special effects can be frightening-
ly real. Though both Walt Disney World® Resort and 
Universal Orlando Resort offer excellent simulated 
rides, Universal is the reigning king of simulation.

Roller Coasters 
You’ll find classic favorites and traditional wooden 
coasters, indoor thrills that combine plummets with 
over-the-top theming, and outdoor zingers that take 
you around and around and around. Like so much 
in Orlando, most coasters involve some kind of nar-
rative shtick or popular culture theming.

Water Rides
 Orlando’s four water parks offer every kind of water-
slide you can imagine, from head-spinning vertical 
drops to speeding twists. Inside the theme parks 
you’ll find classic water plumes and white-water 
rafting cruises. Disney’s water-park hours vary sea-
sonally and by the day, but are generally open from 
10am to 5pm, and from 9am to 10pm in the summer. 
From late October through February one water park 
is closed for refurbishment.

y�Top Tips
  Universal Orlando 

Resort, Wet ‘n Wild, 
SeaWorld and 
Legoland o  er add-
on tickets that give 
front-of-the-line or 
special express-line 
access for select 
attractions. Guests 
at Universal Orlando 
Resort’s deluxe ho-
tels receive a com-
plimentary unlimited 
Express Pass.

 Wait times in 
single-rider lines can 
be a sliver of what 
they are in regular 
lines. If a single-rider 
line is not clearly 
marked, ask an 
attendant.
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Don’t Miss 
 Main Street Electrical Parade
 Thousands of twinkling lights, covering floats 
and favorite Disney characters, glimmer and 
sparkle through the park like a parade of Christ-
mas lights. But instead of Rudolph and Santa, 
it’s vintage Disney twinkling down Main Street 
several nights a week. A massive smoke-breathing 
green dragon, Alice in Wonderland on top of a 
giant mushroom, and Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs dance and glide down the street.

 Festival of Fantasy
 Disney’s daytime parade features elaborate floats, 
beguiling costumes, marvelously choreographed 
dancing and, of course, favorite Disney char-
acters, from Peter Pan and Sleeping Beauty to 
contemporary favorites such as Anna, Elsa and 
Merida. Acrobats swing wildly and magnificent 
Under the Sea creatures shimmer and shake 
around Ariel, who calmly brushes her long red 
locks with a ‘dinglehopper.’

 Fantasyland
 Quintessential Disney and home to the sweet 
Winnie-the-Pooh, Peter Pan, Dumbo, Ariel and 
Snow White–themed rides, Fantasyland is the 
highlight of any Disney trip for both the eight-
and-under crowd and grown-ups looking for a 
nostalgic taste of classic Disney. Keep an eye out 
for Cinderella, Mary Poppins, Alice in Wonder-
land and other favorites hanging out throughout 
Fantasyland, or hop in line to see princesses at 
Fairy Tale Hall (FastPass+) and Mickey, Minnie, 
Goofie and Donald at the circus-themed Pete’s 
Silly Sideshow (no FastPass+).

y�Top Tips
  Best attractions 

to use as FastPass+ 
selections are Peter 
Pan’s Flight, Big Thunder 
Mountain Railroad, 
Splash Mountain, Space 
Mountain, Seven Dwarfs 
Mine Train, Princess 
Fairytale Hall and En-
chanted Tales with Belle; 
alternatively, hit them 
when park gates open.

 It’s a Small World, 
Mickey’s PhilharMagic, 
and Monsters, Inc. Laugh 
Floor are air-conditioned 
attractions with short 
waits.

5�Take a Break
 Get an ice-cream sand-
wich from Sleepy Hollow 
(p58) and eat with 
castle views. For Java 
with a kick, your only 
option is the Starbucks 
at   Main Street Bakery 
(www.disneyworld.disney.
go.com; Magic Kingdom; 
items $5-10, theme park 
admission required; h9am-
park closing; gDisney, 
fDisney, gLynx 50, 56). 
Take your coffee left out 
the door to the corner 
and head left down the 
little side street; it’s 
usually quiet.

 When most people think of Walt Disney World®, 
they’re thinking of the Magic Kingdom. This is 
the Disney of commercials, of dreams come true 
and Tinkerbell; this is quintessential old-school 
Disney with classic rides and Cinderella’s Castle, 
but you won’t find many high-speed thrills or 
state-of-the-art ride engineering. A horse-drawn 
carriage and an old-fashioned car run continu-
ously from the park entrance down Main Street 
to the castle (though most people walk), and 
from there paths lead to the five ‘lands.’

 1 Map p46, E1

%407-939-5277

www.disneyworld.disney.
go.com

1180 Seven Seas Dr, Walt 
Disney World®

adult/child 3-10yr 
$95/89

h9am-9pm, hours vary
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Magic Kingdom

Top Sights
   Magic Kingdom

Magic KingdomWalt Disney World® Resort 2524

 Chip ‘n’ Dale Campfire 
Singalong Singing with 
chipmunks, campfires 
and a Disney film. 
(p62 )

Wishes Nighttime 
Spectacular Watch the 
fireworks over Magic 
Kingdom’s Cinderella’s 
Castle from a Disney 
resort hotel. (p26)

Disney’s BoardWalk 
Echoes turn-of-the-
century New England 
seaside resorts, with 
weekend magicians, 
jugglers and musicians. 
(p48 )

Popcorn Flicks in the 
Park Casablanca, Vertigo, 
cult classics and more, 
screened in Winter Park’s 
grassy Central Park. 
(p125 )

Orlando Farmers 
Market Crafts, food and 
an outdoor beer garden. 
(p106 )

Winter Park Farmers’ 
Market Neighborhood 
market in a historic train 
depot. (p122 )

Orlando Wetlands Park 
Miles of trails and excel-
lent birding. (p153)

In the Theme Parks
  Drinking in the theme 
parks is all about the 
theming – sipping fresh 
lime juice mojitos in 
Africa, Wizard’s Brew in 
Diagon Alley or a flight 
of scotch at the Holly-
wood Brown Derby. Ex-
cepting Magic Kingdom, 
you’ll find bars inside 
all the parks.

Craft Cocktail Bars
 Exacting attention to 
quality spirits, fresh 
ingredients and vintage 
recipes define Orlando’s 
craft cocktail scene. 
While the theme park 
and International Drive 
tourist centers have 
joined the cocktail 
craze, and there’s excel-
lent sipping to be found 
everywhere, low-key 
neighborhood spots 
pepper greater Orlando.

 Best Themed Bars 
in the Parks
La Cava del Tequila 
Avocado margarita with 
a salsa trio in Mexico. 
(p61 )

Hog’s Head Pub Shady 
spot of disrepute, fre-
quented by wizards of 
questionable character. 
(p94 )

Duff Brewery Sip on 
Homer Simpson’s fa-
vorite suds. (p94 )

Moe’s Tavern Homer’s 
favorite dive with all the 
color and detail from the 
show. (p94 )

Rose & Crown Disney-
styled British pub on the 
water in Epcot. (p35 )

Best Live Music
House of Blues Swing 
by on Sunday for the 
Gospel brunch. (p64 )

Velvet Sessions 
Leopard-skin cocktail 
lounge, sultry tunes and 
Hard Rock hotel energy. 
(p94 )

Tanqueray’s Local music 
in a smoky basement 
dive. (p101 )

The Social Orlando 
institution brings big 
names to its tiny space. 
(p109 )

Best Local Drinking
Courtesy Bar Unpre-
tentious craft cocktails 
and vintage surrounds. 
(p100 )

Woods Post-work fa-
vorite for cocktails and 
craft brew. (p108 )

Hanson’s Shoe Re-
pair Prohibition-style 
speakeasy with rooftop 
patio and twinkle lights. 
(p108 )

y�Top Tips
   Orlando Grocery 

Express (www.
orlandogrocery-
express.com) and 
 Garden Grocer 
(www.gardengrocer.
com) deliver grocer-
ies, beer and wine to 
your hotel or rental 
home.

 If you’re staying at 
Disney or Universal 
resort hotel, ask 
about free family-
friendly movies 
screened poolside.

 For free event 
listings, includ-
ing outdoor movie 
screenings and fes-
tivals, in and around 
Orlando, visit http://
orlandoonthecheap.
com.
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   Though part of the Disney magic is how it makes 
your money disappear, and all the theme parks 
will lighten your wallet considerably, there are a 
handful of free highlights in and around Orlando. 
In addition, the tourist hubs of CityWalk and 
Downtown Disney both o  er eye-candy and 
street-energy, and they don’t require theme park 
admission.

For Free
Best
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 Orlando really likes to drink, so whether your tastes 
lean toward a  ight of wine at a sidewalk café, shots 
of tequila at a pulsing nightclub or a rooftop Old 
Fashioned, you’ll be satis  ed. Head to CityWalk 
(p96) or downtown Orlando for the greatest 
concentration of clubs and live music, and to Win-
ter Park or Thornton Park for low-key imbibing.

Bars & Nightlife
Best

 Best For Free  141140  Best Bars & Nightlife

tram to the transport 
hub, and then hop on 
a ferry or monorail to 
theme park gates. 

 Parking at Disney 
theme parks and Univer-
sal Orlando Resort costs 
$17.

 Budget and midrange 
hotels usually don’t 
charge for parking, but 
resorts charge $20 to 
$25 per day; often valet 
only.

 I-Ride Trolley
 y Best for… Sights, 
restaurants, bars and 
accommodation along 
International Drive.

  Buy multi-ride ($5) 
and multiday (from $7 
for three days) tickets at 
hotels and sights along 
International Drive.

 Only exact fare, in cash, 
is accepted on board 
($2).

 To get to Universal 
Orlando Resort, get o   
at Wet ‘n Wild and walk 
15 minutes over the 
interstate.

Taxi
 y  Best for… Transport 
to parks from downtown 
Orlando and time-saving 
ease.

  If taking a taxi to 
Magic Kingdom, ask to 
be dropped o   at the 
Contemporary Resort; 
from here, it is an easy 
 ve-minute walk to the 

gates of Magic Kingdom. 
Otherwise, they drop you 
o   at the Transporta-
tion & Ticket Center and 
you must take a ferry or 
monorail to the park.

  SunRail
 y Best for… Reaching 
Winter Park, Loch Haven 
Park, downtown Orlando, 
and Thornton Park.

  North–south running 
commuter rail runs Mon-
day to Friday with limited 
weekend service.

 Convenient stops 
include Winter Park 

(downtown Winter Park), 
Florida Hospital Health 
Village (Loch Haven Park) 
and Church St (down-
town Orlando).

 Tickets range from $2 
to $6 one-way.

 Bicycle
 y Best for… Getting 
around Winter Park.

  Orange Cycle (www.
orangecycleorlando.com) 
provides printable maps 
of Orlando area bike 
trails.

 Breakaway Bikes (www.
breakawaybicycleswinterpark.
com; 141 Lincoln Ave, Winter 
Park; h10am-6pm Tue-Sat, 
11am-5pm Sun; per hr/day 
$10/35) rents bicycles in 
Winter Park.

Getting 
Around

 Disney 
Transportation
 y Best for… Epcot, 
Magic Kingdom and 
Hollywood Studios theme 
parks and Walt Disney 
World® Resort hotels.

  Disney boats, mono-
rails and buses connect 
every sight and resort 
hotel within  Walt Disney 
World® Resort, but not 
everything is directly 
connected. 

 Allow yourself at least 
one hour to get from 
point A to B; transport 
to Magic Kingdom from 
Magic Kingdom resorts 
can be much less, and 
some routes can be much 
more.

 Three separate mono-
rail routes service select 
locations within Walt 
Disney World® Resort, 
including the Transpor-
tation & Ticket Center, 
Magic Kingdom and 
Magic Kingdom resort 
hotels (Disney’s Poly-
nesian, Grand Floridian 
and Contemporary), and 
Epcot.

 There is no Disney 
transportation from 
Downtown Disney 
directly to the theme 
parks.

 If you have a dining 
reservation at Disney’s 
Polynesian, Grand Florid-
ian or Contemporary 
Resorts, you can park for 
free; from there, it is an 
easy monorail or boat to 
Magic Kingdom.

 Avoid Disney buses 
and the Transporta-
tion & Ticket Center 
during busy times and 

seasons. Waits can be 
long and crowds can be 
overwhelming.

 Universal 
Orlando Resort 
Transportation
 y Best for… Travel be-
tween Universal Studios, 
Islands of Adventure and 
CityWalk, and Universal 
Orlando Resort hotels.

  Boats connect 
CityWalk and theme 
parks to deluxe resorts; 
they run from one hour 
before early admission to 
Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter to 2:30am.

 To get to the theme 
parks from Cabana 
Bay, you must take a 
 ve-minute shuttle to 

the transportation hub, 
and then walk 10 minutes 
through CityWalk.

Car & Motorcycle
 y   Best for… Explor-
ing Orlando beyond the 
theme parks.

  Car rentals range from 
$80 to $250 per week, 
plus sales tax and insur-
ance.

 If driving to Magic 
Kingdom, you must park 
at the Transportation & 
Ticket Center, catch a 

Route Planner for Disney 
Transportation
 For help navigating the buses, boats and mono-
rail that comprise Disney transportation, go to 
the Transportation Wizard at www.ourlaughing-
place.com. Plug in your start and finish points, 
and it will tell you the best route and estimated 
time; also available as the GPS TWiz app ($3).

Dos & Don’ts
  Do bring comfortable shoes if you’re headed to 

the theme parks, as you’ll be doing a lot of stand-
ing in line and walking.

 Do head to the theme parks in the rain; many 
attractions are indoors and wait times slash.

 Do bring a  eece or sweatshirt; evenings can 
be chilly year-round and air-conditioning can be 
frigid.

 Don’t drive I-4 during rush hour; Palm Pkwy 
and Turkey Lake Rd parallel I-4 from Walt Disney 
World® Resort to Universal Orlando Resort.

 Getting Around  163162  Survival Guide
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Universal Studios

Charles Hosmer Morse
Museum of American Art

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Kennedy Space Center
Legoland
Gatorland

Winter Park (p112)
Winter Park, with 
historic Rollins College, 
sidewalk cafés and 
some of the city’s best 
local eating, offers a 
pocket of small-town 
feel in the city sprawl.

Top SightsE
Charles Hosmer Morse 
Museum of American 
Art

Downtown Orlando 
(p98)
Not many tourists 
venture to the city’s 
business center, but it’s 
a pedestrian-friendly 
spot with some 
excellent restaurants, 
lively nightlife and a 
lovely city park.
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Animal
Kingdom

Disney's
Hollywood

Studios

Epcot

Magic Kingdom

Universal Orlando 
Resort & Interna-
tional Drive (p68)
Attractions pepper 
tourist central, and the 
Wizarding World of 
Harry Potter stretches 
between Universal’s two 
theme parks.

Top SightsE
Islands of Adventure
Universal Studios

Walt Disney World® 
Resort (p22)
With 40-sq-miles of 
theme parks, water 
parks, golf courses, 
entertainment districts 
and dozens of hotels, it’s 
a world of Mickey.

Top SightsE
Magic Kingdom
Disney’s Hollywood 
Studios
Epcot
Animal Kingdom

 Orlando & Walt Disney
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1 Breakfast at White Wolf
 Eclectic   White Wolf Café (www.whitewolf-
cafe.com; 1829 N Orange Ave; mains $14-29; 
h8am-9pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sun; gLynx 102) 
serves up hearty breakfasts to the hip 
Ivanhoe Village crowd. A plate of fried 
chicken with waffles or a stack of fresh 
raspberry buttermilk pancakes, washed 
down with a Bloody Mary or two, should 
keep you fueled for a day at the park.

2 Hands-On Science
 Orlando families and school field-trips 
flock to the cool hands-on displays at 
the   Orlando Science Center (www.osc.
org; 777 E Princeton St; adult/child $19/13; 
h10am-5pm Thu-Tue; c; gLynx 125, dFlori-
da Hospital Health Village). Check out the 
massive alligators and maybe feed the 
stingrays; changing exhibits, with all 
kinds of interactive displays, are geared 
to kids aged five to 12, but the natural 
history 3-D movies wow all ages.

3 Orlando Museum of Art
 Orlando’s grand and blindingly white 
  Orlando Museum of Art (www.omart.org; 
2416 N Mills Ave; adult/child $8/5; h10am-
4pm Tue-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun; c; gLynx 
125, dFlorida Hospital Health Village), found-
ed in 1924, boasts a small but excellent 
collection of blown glass, contemporary 
American graphics, textiles and paint-
ings, and hosts local art events.

4 Folk Art Museum
 Tiny lakeside   Mennello Museum of 
American Art (www.mennellomuseum.
com; 900 E Princeton St; adult/child 6-18yr 
$5/1; h10:30am-4:30pm Tue-Sat, from noon 

Sun; c; gLynx 125, dFlorida Hospital Health 
Village) features the work of Florida art-
ist Earl Cunningham, whose brightly 
colored images, a fusion of pop and 
folk art, leap off the canvas. Changing 
exhibits include Edward Curtis’ Ameri-
can Indian photographs and the Taos 
Society of Artists.

5 Craft Beer Garden
   Imperial Wine Bar & Beer Garden 
(%407-228-4992; www.imperialwinebar.
com; 1800 N Orange Ave; h5pm-midnight 
Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat; gLynx 102), with 
its exposed ceiling pipes, glass mosaic 
light fixtures and antique furniture, is a 
furniture store by day (hence the price 
tags everywhere) and a neighborhood 
boho bar by night. Sip on a Florida 
Cracker in the quiet nook of a beer gar-
den out back, and choose a bite from 
the limited menu of local fare. Look for 
the Washburn street sign.

6 A Night at the Theater
 Time your visit to coincide with a 
show at one of the city’s best theater 
venues. Inside the park, the   John & Rita 
Lowndes Shakespeare Center (www.
orlandoshakes.org; 812 E Rollins St; tickets 
$20-35) hosts everything from Beowulf 
to The Borrowers, or the   Orlando Rep-
ertory Theater (www.orlandorep.com; 1001 
E Princeton St, Loch Haven Park; tickets $10-25) 
features performances for families and 
children exclusively.   Theatre Downtown 
(www.theatredowntown.net; 2113 N Orange 
Ave; tickets $16-22), a few blocks west 
on Princeton St, stages original works 
from local playwrights.

 Quiet and picturesque Loch Haven Park, with 45 
acres of parkland, giant shade trees and three 
lakes, clusters some of the city’s best museums 
and theater venues in an oasis of green north of 
downtown. Wander through the gnarly oaks and 
dripping cypress, stretch out with a book along the 
lake, poke through the museums and take in some 
local theater.

Getting There

 K Car Take I-4 Exit 
85 (Princeton St) and 
follow the signs.

L Train SunRail’s 
Florida Hospital Health 
Village Station is a 0.2-
mile walk from Loch 
Haven Park.

J Bus Lynx 102, 125

Local Life
   Loch Haven Park

Loch Haven ParkWorth a Trip 111110

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p158)

Currency
 US dollar ($)

Language
 English

 Visas
 Visitors from Canada, the UK, Australia, 

New Zealand and many EU countries don’t 
need a visa for stays under 90 days. Other 

visitors might (see http://travel.state.gov).

 Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, restaurants and 
shops.

  Cell Phones
 Europe and Asia’s GSM 900/1800 standard 

doesn’t work in the USA. Instead buy a 
cheap local phone with a pay-as-you-go 

plan.

 Time
 Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

 ve hours)

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs have two vertical pins; electrical current 
is 120V. European visitors will need an adaptor 

and maybe a transformer.

Tipping
 Restaurant servers 15% to 20%. Bartenders 

15% per round (minimum $1 per drink). Porters 
$1 to $2 per bag. Hotel maids $2 to $5 per night. 

Taxi drivers 10% to 15%.

 Arriving in Orlando
  Orlando International Airport (www.or-
landoairports.net) is the city’s main airport; 
the smaller Orlando Sanford International 
Airport (www.orlandosanfordairport.com) 
lies 30 miles north of downtown. Amtrak’s 
Silver Meteor stops in Sanford, Winter Park, 
Orlando and Kissimmee, and the Auto Train 
from Washington, DC, terminates in Sanford.

A From Orlando International 
Airport

 Destination Best Transport
Walt Disney 
World® Resort

Disney Magical Express 
(Disney guests only), 
taxi, shuttle

International Drive 
and Universal 
Orlando Resort

Taxi, shuttle, Lynx 
Bus 42

Winter Park Taxi, shuttle

A From Orlando Sanford 
International Airport

 Destination Best Transport
Walt Disney 
World® Resort

Taxi, shuttle

International Drive 
and Universal 
Orlando Resort

Taxi, shuttle

Winter Park Taxi, shuttle

At the Airport
 Orlando International Airport Four legs of 
gates converge on a central atrium housing 
a Hyatt Regency, food court and currency 
exchange. ATMs are available throughout 
the airport; taxis, limos and door-to-door-
shuttles depart outside baggage claim.

Sanford International Airport Taxis and 
door-to-door shuttles leave curbside.

Getting Around
 Orlando generally isn’t a pedestrian-friendly 
city and the public bus system is inconvenient. 
You’ll need a car to explore beyond the theme 
parks and International Drive.

K Car Rental
 You’ll find car rental desks at both airports and 
throughout the city. Disney’s Car Care Center 
offers Alamo and National rentals, there’s an 
Alamo at Walt Disney Dolphin Hotel, and Hertz 
rents Universal Orlando Resort hotels.

Theme Park Transportation
 Both Walt Disney World® Resort and Universal 
Orlando Resort’s complimentary bus and boat 
transportation link their hotels, entertainment 
districts and theme parks, and three Disney 
monorail routes connect Magic Kingdom, 
Epcot, select Disney resort hotels and the 
Transportation & Ticket Center (p66). You 
don’t need theme park admission to use the 
resort transportation, and you don’t need to 
be a guest at a Disney or Universal hotel.

K Taxi
 Taxis sit outside tourist hubs including Disney 
theme parks, Universal’s CityWalk and Sea-
World. Otherwise you need to call for a pick-up.

J Trolley 
 The I-Ride trolley circles up and down 
International Drive, with stops at Aquatica, 
SeaWorld and Wet ‘n Wild, but it does not go 
directly to Universal Orlando Resort. Exact 
change cash is required ($2).

L Train
 SunRail, Orlando’s commuter rail train, runs 
north–south. It doesn’t stop at or near any 
theme parks.

J Bus
 Orlando’s free LYMMO (www.golymmo.com) 
circles downtown Orlando, and Lynx buses 
(www.golynx.com) service the Orlando area.

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than $100 

   Dorm bed $19; Walt Disney World® Resort 
value stay for four people $90–110 

  Self-catering and cheap eats $10–25
  Seven-day bus pass $16

Midrange $100–300 
  Theme park accommodation for four 

$200–350 
  Multiday theme park ticket $36–95 per day
  Car rental per week $100–300 

Top end over $300 
  Luxury accommodation for four $350-plus 
  Theater ticket $30–70

  Themed Disney dining or top-end 
restaurant $75–150

Useful  Websites
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

usa/florida/orlando) Destination information, 
hotel bookings, travel forum and photos.

  Walt Disney World® (www.disneyworld.
disney.go.com)

  Universal Orlando Resort (www.universa-
lorlando.com)

  Orlando Visitor Center (www.visitorlando.
com) Official tourism site.

Advance Planning
   Three months before Snag a table at 

Disney-themed and high-end restaurants.
  Two months before Book your hotel, 

purchase theme park tickets and reserve 
Disney FastPass+ attractions (if not staying 
on-site, reserve 30 days in advance).

  Three weeks before Check hotel prices:  
cancellation policies are generous, and 
prices fluctuate dramatically. Buy theater 
tickets.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

care center at Universal 
Orlando Resort hotels.

  Discount Cards
  Orlando MagiCard 

Free card gives dis-
counts on attractions, 
restaurants, hotels and 
shopping. Available on-
line at www.visitorlando.
com.

 Kids Eat Free Children 
age 11 years and under 
eat free with a paying 
adult at participating 
venues.

 Electricity
 Emergency
 Police, fire, ambulance: 
%911.

  Kennel
 y Top Tip Several hotels 
allow pets, including 
Universal Orlando Resort 
hotels; go to www.bring-
 do.com or http://hotels.

petswelcome.com for a 
complete listing of pet-
friendly accommodation.
 Only service animals are 
allowed inside theme 
parks. Kennedy Space 
Center offers free on-site 
kennels; call %321-449-
4440 for reservations. 
Kennels at SeaWorld cost 
$15 per day but cannot 
be reserved in advance.

 Best Friends Pet Care 
at Walt Disney World® 
Resort (%877-493-9738; 
www.bestfriendspetcare.com/
waltdisneyworldresort; 2510 
Bonnet Creek Pkwy; per day 
$18-72, overnight $38-78; 
h1hr before Walt Disney 
World® parks open to 1hr after 
closing)  O  ers overnight 
boarding and day care for 
dogs, cats and ‘pocket 
pets.’ Rates vary depend-
ing on how many walks 
and extra perks you’d 
like, and are a bit less 
for guests staying at a 
Disney hotel. Reserva-
tions and written proof of 
vaccination required.

Money
 y  Top tip Guest Services 
inside the theme parks at 
Walt Disney World® and 
Universal Orlando Resort 
o  er limited currency 
exchange.

 ATMs

  ATMs are widely avail-
able at banks, airports, 
convenience shops, 
hotels and theme parks.

 Most ATMs link to 
worldwide networks (Plus, 
Cirrus, Exchange etc).

 ATMs typically charge 
a service fee of $2.50 or 
more per transaction.

Essential 
Information

  Business Hours
 Bars 4pm to 1am or 
2am weekdays, 3am on 
weekends.

Museums 10am to 
5:30pm.

Nightclubs 9pm to 1am 
or 2am weekdays, 3am 
on weekends.

Restaurants Breakfast 
7am or 8am to 11am; 
lunch 11am or 11:30am to 
2:30pm or 3pm; dinner 
5pm or 6pm to 10pm 
Sunday to Thursday, to 
11pm or midnight Friday 
and Saturday.

Shops 10am to 7pm 
Monday to Saturday, 
noon to 6pm Sunday.

Theme Parks 9am to 
6pm, but often close 
later and sometimes as 

late as 1am; check web-
sites for daily hours.

  Childcare
   Kid’s Nite Out 

(%407-828-0920, 800-
696-8105; www.kidsniteout.
com; 1/2/3/4 kids per hr 
$16/18.50/21/23.50, 4hr 
minimum, plus $10 travel 
fee; hsitters available 24/7) 
Private in-room childcare 
or an extra pair of hands 
at the theme parks for 
children ages six months 
to 12 years.

  Disney’s Children 
Activity Center (%407-
939-3463; www.disneyworld.
disney.com.go; select Disney 
resort hotels; per child per hr 
$12, 2hr minimum, incl dinner; 
hhours vary) Drop-o   
childcare centers at 
 ve Walt Disney World® 

Resort hotels. Reserva-
tions required but you 
don’t need to be a guest 
at the hotel.

  Kids’ Camp (%Hard 
Rock 407-503-2200, Porto  no 
Bay 407-503-1200, Royal 
Paci  c 407-503-3200; www.
universalorlando.com; 
Universal Orlando; Porto  no 
Bay, Hard Rock & Royal Paci  c 
Resorts; per child per hr $15; 
h5-11pm) Drop-o   child-

110V/60Hz

110V/60Hz

  Money Saving Tips
  Don’t visit during peak season (March and 

April, mid-December through mid-January, and 
June to August), when hotel prices surge and 
crowds can be unbearable.

 Check theme park websites for packages and 
specials. 

 Low-fare Allegiant, Spirit, JetBlue and South-
west all  y into Orlando, and prices can be half 
those of other airlines. Also look at  ights into 
Tampa (85 miles) or St Petersburg (106 miles) 
rather than Orlando.

 Buy theme park tickets in advance online. 

 Save oodles on breakfast and lunch by stock-
ing up on basics like cereal, bread and peanut 
butter. Parks don’t allow coolers, but you can 
bring single-serving snacks.

 Go to www.mousesavers.com for details on 
Disney discounts.
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Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the region – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best 
of Orlando & 
Walt Disney 
World® Resort
The highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Orlando & 
Walt Disney 
World® Resort
The best things to 
see and do, region by 
region 

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Best…
Activities and 
attractions

Local Life
The insider's city

Best… 
Experiences and 
top tips
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a
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Lonely Planet’s 
Orlando & Walt 
Disney World® Resort
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
regions and provided clear 
maps so you’ll find your way 
around with ease. Our expert 
authors have searched out 
the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Orlando 
and Walt Disney World® Resort.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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Mission: Space, Epcot (p34)
BLAINE HARRINGTON II I  / ALAMY ©

Orlando & Walt Disney World® Resort 
Top Sights ............................................................. 8

Orlando & Walt Disney World® Resort 
Local Life ...............................................................12

Orlando & Walt Disney World® Resort 
Day Planner .......................................................... 14

Need to Know ...................................................... 16

Orlando & Walt Disney World® Resort 
Regions ................................................................. 18

Welcome to Orlando & 
Walt Disney World® Resort

 Play quidditch with Harry Potter, disappear into the Twi-
light Zone and hug Winnie-the-Pooh. In Orlando, the Theme 
Park Capital of the World, it’s all about adrenaline-fueled 
fun and fantasy. Sure, there’s more to this city of lakes 
than theme-park thrills, but its charms will always lie in 
the shadow of Cinderella’s Castle and Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Magic Kingdom (p24)
 Cinderella’s Castle looms over this iconic Disney theme park, home to classic 
rides such as Pirates of the Caribbean and Splash Mountain plus Disney pa-
rades and fireworks.
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Islands of 
Adventure (p76)
 Hogwarts Castle and 
butterbeer, laugh-
out-loud water rides 
guaranteed to leave you 
soaked, and some of the 
wildest coaster mania in 
Orlando. Meet Spider-
Man, ride the Incredible 
Hulk and splash through 
Jurassic Park.

Universal Studios 
(p70)
 One of Universal Orlan-
do Resort’s two theme 
parks, this one boasts 
belly-wrenching rides, 
the city’s best simulated 
extravaganzas, and the 
marvelously themed 
Wizarding World of 
Harry Potter – Diagon 
Alley.

Epcot (p34)
 The quietest of Disney 
parks features the World 
Showcase, a lagoon 
surrounded by themed 
countries with shopping 
and eating. Sip sake 
in Japan, eat crepes in 
France, and listen to The 
Beatles in England.
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Charles Hosmer 
Morse Museum of 
American Art (p114)
 This intimate museum 
houses the world’s great-
est collection of Louis 
Comfort Tiffany art and 
showcases art-nouveau 
and arts-and-crafts pieces 
from around the world. 
Multiple galleries exam-
ine the artist’s life, work 
and home.

Disney’s Hollywood 
Studios (p30)
 Styled as a Hollywood 
backlot, this park features 
two of Disney’s biggest 
thrills, the sweet Little 
Mermaid and Beauty and 
the Beast shows, and din-
ing over sci-fi flicks in a 
drive-in theater.

Gatorland (p132)
 Walk through the giant 
gator mouth into a 1949 
old-world Florida kitschy 
classic. Small and endear-
ing, with loads of al-
ligators, tongue-in-cheek 
shows, gator wrestling 
and animal interactions.
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