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1 Brunch at Pope Joan
   Pope Joan (%03-9388 8858; www.
popejoan.com.au; 77-79 Nicholson St, East 
Brunswick; mains $15; h7.30am-11pm 
Mon-Fri, until 5pm Sat & Sun; j96) has a 
menu of creative comfort food, strong 
coffee and ‘liquid breakfasts’ of Bloody 
Marys and spritzers.

2 Sustainable Stopover
   Ceres (%03-9389 0100; www.ceres.org.
au; 8 Lee St, East Brunswick; admission free; 
h9am-5pm, market 9am-2pm Wed & Sat, to 
5pm Thu & Fri; j96) is a two-decades-
old community environment built 
on a former rubbish tip. Take a stroll 
around the permaculture and bush-
food nursery, community market and 
the great bookstore. 

3 Get Caffeinated
 A big player in Melbourne’s coffee 
movement, warehouse-style cafe 
  Brunswick East Project (%03-9381 
1881; www.padrecoffee.com.au; 483 Lygon St, 
East Brunswick; h7am-4pm Mon-Sat, 8am-
4pm Sun; j1, 8) is the original roaster 
for Padre Coffee and brews its own 
premium single-origins. 

4 Something Sweet
 Mismatched cutlery and crockery 
makes   Sugardough (www.sugardough.
com.au; 163 Lygon St, East Brunswick; mains 
$8; h7.30am-5pm Tue-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun; 
j1, 8) a bit like grandma’s place on 
family reunion day. It does a roaring 
trade in pastries, pies (including 
vegetarian) and breads. 

5 Predinner Drink
 East Brunswick’s end of Lygon St has 
a stellar choice of watering holes. The 
  Alderman (134 Lygon St, East Brunswick; 
h5pm-late Tue-Fri, 2pm-late Sat & Sun; W; 
j1, 8) is your classic East Brunswick 
local: inviting wooden bar, open fire-
place, good beer selection, cocktails by 
the jug and a courtyard.

6 Dinner at Rumi
   Rumi (%03-9388 8255; www.rumirestau-
rant.com.au; 116 Lygon St, East Brunswick; 
mains $17-23; h6-10pm; j1, 8) serves 
traditional Lebanese cooking and 
contemporary interpretations of old 
Persian dishes. The sigara boregi 
(cheese and pine-nut pastries) are a 
local institution, and tasty mains are 
balanced with an interesting selection 
of vegetable dishes. 

7 Craft Beer Time
   The Alehouse Project (%03-9387 1218; 
www.thealehouseproject.com.au; 98-100 Lygon 
St, East Brunswick; h3pm-late Tue-Fri, noon-late 
Sat & Sun; W; j1, 8) is where beer lovers 
convene and compare notes on the 12 
craft beers on tap. Beer-hall-style seat-
ing, op-shop couches and a courtyard. 

8 Live Music
 The   Retreat (%03-9380 4090; www.
retreathotelbrunswick.com.au; 280 Sydney Rd, 
Brunswick; hnoon-late; j19, dBrunswick) 
is a beloved Brunswick venue, a 
15-minute walk or short cab ride away 
on Sydney Rd. Find your habitat – 
garden backyard, grungy band room 
or intimate front bar – and relax. 

  Multicultural Brunswick is a wonderful mix of 
Middle Eastern, Greek, African and Indian im-
migrants, who converge on Sydney Rd to create a 
lively strip with some fantastic eating. More recent 
times have seen an influx of the younger hip crowd 
who’ve added another layer of vibrancy, particu-
larly in East Brunswick, which has some of Mel-
bourne’s coolest bars and cafes along Lygon St.

Getting There 

Brunswick and East 
Brunswick are easily 
accessed 20 minutes 
from the city. 

U 1, 8, 19, 96 

L Brunswick
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Don’t Miss
 Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia
 Hidden away in the basement of Federation 
Square, the  Ian Potter Centre (%03-8620 2222; 
www.ngv.vic.gov.au; exhibition costs vary; h10am-5pm 
Tue-Sun) showcases an impressive collection of 
Australian works. Set over three levels, it’s a mix 
of permanent (free) and temporary (ticketed) 
exhibitions, comprising paintings, decorative 
arts, photography, prints, sculpture and fashion. 
Highlights include the stunning Aboriginal per-
manent exhibition, colonial artist Tom Roberts’ 
Shearing the Rams, modernist ‘Angry Penguins’ 
painters Sir Sidney Nolan and Albert Tucker, plus 
Fred Williams, John Brack and Howard Arkley. 

 Australian Centre for the 
Moving Image (ACMI)
 Managing to educate, enthrall and entertain 
in equal parts,  ACMI (%03-8663 2200; www.acmi.
net.au; admission free; h10am-6pm) is a visual feast 
that pays homage to Australian cinema and TV. 
It offers insight into the modern-day Australian 
psyche, perhaps like no other museum can. Its 
floating screens don’t discriminate against age, 
with TV shows, games and movies on-call for all. 
It’s a great place to waste a day watching TV and 
not feel guilty about it.

Fed Square Tours
 Highly recommended (and free) tours depart 
from Monday to Saturday at 11am. Tours take in 
the intricacies of Fed Sq’s architecture and de-
sign, as well as some interesting Melbourne facts. 
Spots are limited, so arrive 10 minutes early. 

y�Top Tips
 Free tours of the Ian 

Potter Centre: NGV 
Australia are conducted 
daily at 11am, noon, 1pm 
and 2pm; free tours of 
ACMI are at 11am and 
2.30pm daily.

 Get here early for 
free daily tai chi from 
7.30am, or try medita-
tion at 12.30pm each 
Tuesday.

 Grab one of the free 
deckchairs. Bring a hat 
and sunscreen; there’s 
no shade outside.

 The square has free 
wi-  , and mobile phone 
chargers are provided in 
the visitor centre.

5�Take a Break
Over the road, historic 
Young & Jackson’s 
(p37) has served up 
beer since 1861. Lounge 
on chesterfields in 
Chloe’s Bar or head 
up to the rooftop for 
Australian ciders on tap. 
Fed Sq itself has plenty 
of bars and restaurants; 
  Transport (%03-9658 
8808; www.transportpub-
licbar.com.au; h11am-late) 
is popular for people- 
and  river-watching.

   While it’s taken some time, Melburnians have 
finally come to embrace Federation Square, 
accepting it as the congregation place it was 
meant to be – somewhere to celebrate, protest, 
watch major sporting events or hang out on its 
deckchairs. Occupying a prominent city block, 
‘Fed Sq’ is far from square: its undulating and 
patterned forecourt is paved with 460,000 hand-
laid cobblestones from the Kimberley region, 
with sight lines to Melbourne’s iconic landmarks, 
and its buildings are clad in a fractal-patterned 
reptilian skin. 

 1 Map p32, E5

 www.fedsquare.com.au

 cnr Flinders & Swanston 
Sts

 j1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 16, 64, 67, 
72, dFlinders St
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Opened in 1878, the 
crumbling mansion of 
‘the Espy (p133)’ is one 
of Australia’s longest 
continuously running 
live-music venues. Enjoy 
beer with foreshore 
views on its terrace.

5 Palais Theatre
 Further along the 
Esplan ade, the Palais 
Theatre (p125) is one 
of the best examples of 
art deco in Melbourne. 
This former cinema 
has acted as a concert 
venue for many years 
hosting ballet, opera, 
and local and interna-
tional bands.

6 Luna Park
 Across the road you’ll 
hear the screams from 
people hurtling on the 
historic roller-coaster 
at Luna Park (p125). 
Mr Moon has been 
swallowing people at 
the entrance since it 
opened in 1912. There’s 
the usual whiplash-
inducing rides and 
a beautiful baroque 
carousel.

7 Monarch 
Cake Shop
 In business since 1934, 
the Monarch (p128) is 
one of the best Eastern 

Euro pean cake stores 
on the strip and is 
known for delicious 
kugelhopf (marble 
cake).

8 St Kilda 
Botanical Gardens
 Escape the hustle in the 
backstreets off Acland 
St, where the St Kilda 
Botanical Gardens 
(p127) remain a local 
favourite. Spread out a 
picnic blanket among 
indigenous plants and 
trees.

2�The Walk
   With its palm-fringed promenades and long stretch 
of sand, St Kilda is made for wandering. It was 
once a playground full of dance halls, a fun park, 
theatres, sea baths and gardens. Despite a roller-
coaster history of seediness and the more recent 
glitzy development, there are still remnants of the 
art deco mansions, and more than an air of the 
decadent heyday. This walk takes you through 
some of this seaside vibe.

Start St Kilda Pier; U16, 96 

Finish St Kilda Botanical Gardens; U96

Length 3km; two hours 

5�Take a Break
There’s no better setting for coffee and cake than in 
the historic St Kilda Pier kiosk. You’ll find plenty of 
cafes and restaurants along Acland St, but we recom-
mend bypassing them until you hit Barkly St where 
you can feast on seafood at  Claypots (p129).

1 St Kilda Pier 
& Kiosk
 Stroll along historic St 
Kilda Pier (p125) for 
panoramic city and Port 
Phillip Bay views. The 
kiosk burnt down in 
2003, just a year shy of 
its centenary, but was 
restored in 2006.

2 St Kilda Beach 
 Keep walking onto 
famous St Kilda Beach 
(p125). When summer 
hits, it packs out with 
locals and tourists look-
ing for a patch of sand. 
While it may not be 
azure waters and white 
sands, for a city beach 
it’s a winner. 

3 Linden Arts 
Centre & Gallery
 Dust off the sand and 
head to the quiet end 
of Acland St to find 
Linden Arts Centre 
& Gallery (p127). The 
not-for-profit gallery is 
housed in a historical 
Victorian mansion and 
showcases contempor-
ary works.

4 Esplanade Hotel
 Continue down Acland 
St and onto the Esplan-
ade for one of the city’s 
most iconic rock pubs. 
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 A Seaside St Kilda Stroll  137136

 Trains run roughly 
every 10 to 30 minutes, 
depending on the time 
of day.

 Bus
y Best for… Sightseeing 
on a visitor shuttle and 
travel in the suburbs.

   Melbourne Visitor 
Shuttle (Tourist Shuttle; 
www.thatsmelbourne.com.
au; daily ticket $5, children 
under 10 free; h9.30am-
4.30pm) provides a good 
service for tourists 
with its 1½-hour round 
trip. The tour includes 
audio commentary and 
 covers 13 stops that 
take passengers to all 

of Melbourne’s main 
sights.

 Melbourne’s regular 
buses are also handy 
for getting around town, 
especially if crossing 
suburbs, and can provide 
shortcuts on some inner-
suburban routes such 
as from Collingwood to 
Brunswick.

 Bicycle
y Best for… Short city 
jaunts, independence and 
saving money.

   Melbourne Bike Share 
(%1300 711 590; www.mel-
bournebikeshare.com.au) al-
lows free bicycle rental for 
30-minute trips, available 

from 51 bright-blue sta-
tions around the city. Bike 
helmets are compulsory 
under the law; subsidised 
safety helmets can be 
bought in the city centre 
from 7-Eleven stores ($5 
with a $3 refund), though 
increasingly helmets are 
provided free with the 
bike. You can also rent 
bikes daily ($2.80) or 
weekly ($8).

 The  Humble Vintage 
(%0432 032 450; www.
thehumblevintage.com) rents 
out vintage bikes for 
around $30 per day (with 
helmet and lock).

 Cycling maps are avail-
able from the Melbourne 

departing every 10 to 30 
minutes.

Taxis Cost from $50; 
around 20 minutes to 
the city.

Avalon Airport
  Avalon Airport (%03-5227 
9100, 1800 282 566; www.
avalonairport.com.au) lies 
around 55km southwest of 
the city centre on the way 
to Geelong. At the time of 
writing, only Jetstar flights 
to/from Sydney and Bris-
bane use the airport.

 Sita Coaches (%03-9689 
7999; www.sitacoaches.com.
au; adult/child $22/10) One 
way from Southern Cross 
Station to Avalon Airport 
takes 50 minutes.

Taxis Cost $80; around 
one hour to the city.

Southern Cross 
Station
  Southern Cross Station 
(www.southerncrossstation.
net.au; cnr Collins & Spencer 
Sts, Melbourne) is Mel-
bourne’s main terminal 
for long-distance trains 
and buses, and the ar-
rival/departure point for 
airport buses. It’s also a 
metro train station and 
has trams outside that 
connect it to the city cen-
tre, St Kilda and Fitzroy.

 V/Line (%1800 800 007; 
www.vline.com.au) Buses 
and trains around Victoria.

 Fire  y (%1300 730 740; 
www.  re  yexpress.com.au) 
Buses to/from Adelaide 
and Sydney.

 Greyhound (%1300 473 
946; www.greyhound.com.au) 
Buses Australia-wide.

Station Pier
 The  Spirit of Tasmania 
(%1800 634 906; www.spirit-
oftasmania.com.au; adult/
car one-way from $174/89) 
crosses Bass Strait from 
Melbourne to Devonport, 
Tasmania, at least nightly; 
there are also day sailings 
during peak season. It 
takes 11 hours and departs 
from Station Pier, Port 
Melbourne.

Getting 
Around
Tram
y Best for… Inner-city 
travel and cultural
experiences.
   Both iconic and useful, 
Melbourne’s extensive 
network of tramlines 
covers every corner of 

the city, running north–
south and east–west 
along most major roads. 
Trams run roughly every 
10 minutes Monday to 
Friday, every 15 minutes 
on Saturday and every 20 
minutes on Sunday.

 The free burgundy- 
coloured City Circle Tram 
(p35) loops around 
town and makes an excel-
lent option for short jaunts 
within the city centre.

 Trams start from 
around 5am until mid-
night. Timetables are 
variable; expect a tram to 
rattle along every  ve to 
20 minutes.

Train
y Best for… Getting 
around quickly and 
cheaply.

  Flinders Street Station 
is the main metro train 
station connecting the 
city and suburbs. The 
City Loop runs under 
the city, linking the four 
corners of town at South-
ern Cross, Flagsta  , 
Melbourne Central and 
Parliament. Melbourne’s 
suburbs are also well 
connected.

 Trains begin around 
5am and  nish at 
 midnight. Sunday ser-
vices begin a little later.

 Tickets & Passes
  Melbourne’s buses, trams and trains use myki, the controversial ‘touch on, 
touch off’ ticketing system. It’s not particularly convenient for short-term 
visitors, and requires you to purchase a $6 plastic myki card and then put 
credit on it before you travel.

 Cards can be purchased from machines at stations, 7-Elevens or newsagents, 
but some hostels collect myki cards from travellers who leave Melbourne. 

 The myki card can be topped up at 7-Eleven stores, machines at most train 
stations and at some CBD tram stops (frustratingly, online top-ups take at 
least 24 hours to process). Fines for not travelling with a valid myki are $212, 
and ticket inspectors are vigilant and unforgiving.

 Costs for zone 1 (which is all that most travellers will need): myki money two-
hour $3.50, daily $7. Machines don’t always issue change, so bring exact money.

 Contact  Public Transport Victoria (PTV; %1800 800 007; www.ptv.vic.gov.au; 
Southern Cross Station; dSouthern Cross) for more information.

 Public transport runs from around 5am to 12.30am.

Getting Around  161160  Survival Guide
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East Melbourne & 
Richmond (p80)
Punt Rd divides genteel 
East Melbourne and 
multicultural Richmond. 
This area is also 
Melbourne's sporting 
heartland.

Top SightsE
Melbourne Cricket 
Ground

Fitzroy &
Collingwood (p92)
These cool-kid inner-city 
suburbs are full of 
happening bars, grungy 
band venues, designer 
shops, food vans and 
single-origin-coffee cafes.

St Kilda (p122)
Bohemian beachside 
suburb featuring a cast 
of characters from all 
walks of life, with a 
seedy history resisting 
gentrification.

Top SightsE
St Kilda Foreshore

South Yarra, 
Prahran & Windsor 
(p66)
These suburbs are 
known for shopping – 
both labels and vintage – 
and posh South Yarra 
restaurants plus hipster 
Windsor hangouts.

Top SightsE
Royal Botanic Gardens

Worth a Trip
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City Centre (p22)
A lively mix of laneways, 
cool bars and top-notch 
restaurants, the city's 
fashionable streets are 
balanced with pockets of 
greenery and the Yarra.

Top SightsE
Federation Square
Birrarung Marr
Queen Victoria Market

South Melbourne, 
Port Melbourne & 
Albert Park (p58)
Bayside suburbs with a 
community proud of 
their local businesses, 
and the sparkling lake 
that’s home to the 
Australian Grand Prix.

Southbank & 
Docklands (p46)
Southbank is a slice of 
European chic along the 
Yarra. The Docklands is 
a work in progress, but 
new eateries make it 
worth exploring.

Top SightsE
NGV International

Carlton & Around 
(p108)
Home to Melbourne’s 
Italian community, mixed 
in with students, a 
literary flavour and some 
outstanding sights.

Top SightsE
Melbourne Museum
Royal Exhibition Building

 Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p157)

Currency
          Australian Dollars ($)

Language
English

Visas
Visas are required for international 
travellers; check www.immi.gov.au 

for information.

Money
ATMs widely available. Major credit cards 

accepted almost everywhere.

Mobile Phones
Local SIM cards are available and 

cheap. CDMA band phones don’t work 
in Australia; other phones can be set to 

roaming before leaving.

Time
Melbourne is on GMT+10; during daylight 

savings (late October to late March), 
Melbourne is 11 hours ahead of GMT.

Plugs & Adaptors
Standard voltage is 240V/50Hz. Plugs 

are either two or three pins. International 
adaptors are widely available.

Tipping
Not obligatory but around 10% is standard 

in city restaurants and cafes and is 
appreciated in bars. 

 Arriving in 
Melbourne

 Most international and domestic visitors ar-
rive at  Melbourne (Tullamarine) Airport. Ava-
lon Airport is also used for domestic flights, 
so check your ticket carefully. Southern 
Cross Station is a main hub for long-distance 
trains and buses.

A From Melbourne Airport
Destination Best Transport
Southern 
Cross Station

SkyBus runs express 
 services every 10-30min

City centre taxis $50; around 20min

A From Avalon Airport
Destination Best Transport 
Southern 
Cross Station

Sita Coaches meets every 
flight

City centre taxis $80; around one hour

L From Southern Cross Station
Destination Best Transport
City centre train to Flinders St Station

St Kilda tram 96 or 112; taxis $25, 
around 20-30min

Fitzroy/
Collingwood

tram 86 or 112; taxis $20, 
around 20min

Getting Around
Melbourne is well connected by a network of 
metro trains, trams and buses operated by 
Public Transport Victoria (www.ptv.vic.gov.
au). Ticketing is through the plastic myki card 
($6), a ‘touch on, touch off’ system, which 
you put credit on before you travel. Purchase 
cards at major train stations and 7-Elevens. 
For more info, see p161. 

U�Tram
An extensive network of tramlines runs 
north–south and east–west along most 
major roads. Trams run every 10 minutes 
from Monday to Friday, every 15 minutes on 
Saturday and every 20 minutes on Sunday.

L�Train
Flinders Street Station is the main metro 
train station connecting the city and suburbs. 
The City Loop runs under the city, linking the 
four corners of town.

J Bus
Melbourne Visitor Shuttle (www.thats-
melbourne.com.au) visits all the city sights.

H Bicycle
Cycling maps are available from the Mel-
bourne Visitor Centre (www.melbourne.vic.
gov.au/touristinformation) at Federation 
Square and Bicycle Victoria (www.bv.com.au). 
For short trips, Melbourne Bike Share (www.
melbournebikeshare.com.au) offers free 
30-minute use of bicycles in the city area, 
though you need to buy a $5 safety helmet 
from a 7-Eleven store. 

K Taxi
Melbourne’s metered taxis are reasonably 
priced. They require an estimated prepaid 
fare when hailed between 10pm and 5am. 

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than $80 

  Dorm bed $20–$35, double from $60

  Cheap meal $7–$15; eat at food markets

  Art galleries and local gigs from free to $20

Midrange $80–$200 
  Double room $80–$180

  Two-course dinner $40–$80

  Independent theatre from $50

Top End more than $200 
  High-end boutique hotel room $200–$300

  Three-course dinner in a top restaurant 
$80–$200

  Theatre or opera from $80

Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
melbourne) Destination info, hotel bookings, 
traveller forum and more.

Broadsheet (www.broadsheet.com.au) 
Bar, cafe and restaurant reviews.

Visit Melbourne (www.visitmelbourne.com) 
Events, attractions, travel info.

Advance Planning
Three months before Book your hotel dur-
ing main events.

One month before Book hostel rooms 
during summer, high-end restaurants and 
tickets for international bands.

A few days before Book tickets for local 
sports events and bands.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716
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Australian Ballet

Esplanade Hotel A true 
St Kilda icon, the Espy is a 
temple to live music, with 
nightly acts. (p133)

Corner Hotel Rich-
mond’s classic band 
venue that’s hosted a 
who’s who of indie and 
rock bands. (p87)

Cherry Located on ACDC 
Lane, this city rock bar at-
tracts a fun lovin’ crowd of 
music fans. (p31)

Bennetts Lane The 
city’s premier jazz venue 
attracts quality acts. 
(p42)

Night Cat Energetic, fun 
late-night venue with 
swinging funk, Latin and 
jazzy live bands. (p103)

Best Classical, 
Opera & Dance
  Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra World-class 

orchestra that mixes 
things up by accompany-
ing acts from Kiss to Burt 
Bacharach. (p55)

Melbourne Opera Qual-
ity local performances in 
an attractive historical 
theatre with accessible 
prices. (p42)

Australian Ballet The 
nation’s leading ballet 
company is based in Mel-
bourne and performs at 
the Arts Centre. (p150)

Chunky Move Contem-
porary, cutting-edge 
dance company per-
forming at Southbank’s 
Australian Centre for 
Contemporary Art. 
(p54)

Kage Physical Theatre 
Mixing modern dance 
with theatre at the 
atmospheric Abbotsford 
Convent. (p107)

 With a proud homegrown live-music scene and 
thriving classical, opera and dance, Melbourne 
is not short of entertainment options. Whether 
it’s thrashing out to high-octane rock ’n’ roll, 
nodding along to indie or taking in a performance 
of world-class classical music that you’re looking 
for, the city has a full rotating calendar of events 
to suit everyone.

Dance
  The  Australian Ballet (%1300 369 741; www.australian-
ballet.com.au; 2 Kavanagh St, Southbank; j1) is the 
national ballet company and considered one of 
the finest in the world. It performs regularly at 
Melbourne’s Victorian Arts Centre, with a program 
of classical and modern ballets. Victoria’s flagship 
contemporary dance company, Chunky Move, is a 
tidy package of bold, often confronting, choreog-
raphy, pop-culture concepts, technically brilliant 
dancers, sleek design and smart marketing. 

Opera
  Ninety years after Nellie Melba was made a dame, 
classical music still has a strong presence in 
Melbourne. The Melbourne Symphony Orchestra 
performs works drawn from across the classical 
spectrum, from the popular to challenging contem-
porary composition. The orchestra is based at the 
recently renovated Arts Centre’s Hamer Hall. Best Live Music

 Tote One of Melbourne’s 
most legendary live- music 
venues, this Collingwood 
pub is all about raucous 
bands. (p102)

Live 
Entertainment

Best

Worth a 
Trip

The stage at the 
  Northcote Social 
Club (%03-9489 
3917; www.northcote-
socialclub.com; 301 
High St, Northcote; 
h4pm-late Mon & Tue, 
noon-late Wed-Sun; 
j86, dNorthcote), 
an inner-north 
favourite, has seen 
plenty of interna-
tional folk just one 
album out from 
star status. The 
homegrown line-up 
is also notable. If 
you’re just after a 
drink, the front bar 
buzzes every night 
of the week, and 
there’s a large deck 
out back for lazy 
afternoons. 

y�Top Tips
 Pick up a copy of 

free street maga-
zines  Beat (www.beat.
com.au) or the  Music 
(www.themusic.com.au) 
for upcoming gigs 
and news, or visit 
 Mess+Noise (www.
messandnoise.com) 
online forum for info 
on the local scene.

  Half-Tix (Melbourne 
Town Hall, cnr Little 
Collins & Swanston 
Sts) sells half-price 
tickets to shows and 
concerts on day of 
performance. 
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 Best Live Entertainment  151150  Best Live Entertainment

Rivers, from South-
gate to Richmond or 
 Williamstown.

  Williamstown Ferries 
(%03-9517 9444; www.
williamstownferries.com.au; 
one-way Williamstown–South-
bank adult/child $18/9) 

  Melbourne River 
Cruises (%03-8610 2600; 
www.melbcruises.com.au; 
one-way Williamstown–city 
centre adult/child $22/11) 

  Melbourne Water Taxis 
(%0416 068 655; www.mel-
bournewatertaxis.com.au) 

Essential 
Information
Business Hours
   Banks 9.30am to 4pm 
Monday to Thursday, to 
5pm Friday

Post o   ces 9am to 5pm 
Monday to Friday, 9am 
to noon Saturdays some 
branches

Tourist o   ces 9am to 
5pm daily

Shopping centres 9am 
to 5.30pm, often to 9pm 
Thursdays and Fridays

Discount Cards
   The myki Visitor Pack 
($14; www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tick-
ets/myki/myki-visitor-pack) 
is recommended for tour-
ists; it gets you one day’s 
travel and discounts on 
various sights. Available 
only from the airport, 
SkyBus terminal or the 
PTV Hub at Southern 
Cross Station.

Electricity
 

220V/50Hz

 Power supply is 
240V/50Hz

Emergency
     Police/  re/ambulance 
(%000)

Money
  Currency is the Austral-

ian dollar (AUD), which 
is made up of 100 cents. 
There are 5c, 10c, 20c, 
50c, $1 and $2 coins, and 
$5, $10, $20, $50 and 
$100 notes.

  Most bank branches 
have 24-hour ATMs and 
will accept debit cards 
linked to international 
network systems, such as 
Cirrus, Maestro, Visa and 
MasterCard. Most banks 
charge a fee (around $2 
or 3%) for the privilege 
of using their ATM if you 
don’t have an account 
with them. 

 Almost all retail outlets 
have Eftpos, which allows 
you to pay for purchases 
electronically by card 
without a fee.

 The most commonly 
accepted credit cards 
are Visa and MasterCard, 
and to a lesser extent 
American Express and 
Diners Club. For lost or 
stolen card services:

  American Express 
(%1300 132 639)

Diners Club (%1300 360 
060)

MasterCard (%1800 
120 113)

Visa (%1800 450 346)

Visitor Centre at Federa-
tion Square and  Bicycle 
Victoria (%03-8376 8888; 
www.bv.com.au).

 Bikes can be taken on 
trains, but not on trams 
or buses.

Car & Motorcycle
y Best for… Independ-
ence and accessing outly-
ing suburbs.

   Major car-hire compa-
nies are represented at 
the airport and central 
locations:

  Avis (%13 63 33; www.avis.
com.au) 

 Budget (%1300 362 848; 
www.budget.com.au) 

 Europcar (%1300 131 390; 
www.europcar.com.au) 

 Hertz (%13 30 39; www.
hertz.com.au) 

 Rent a Bomb (%13 15 53; 
www.rentabomb.com.au) 

 Thrifty (%1300 367 227; 
www.thrifty.com.au) 

 Both drivers and 
motorcyclists will need 
to purchase a toll pass if 
they’re planning on using 
one of the two toll roads: 
 CityLink (%13 26 29; www.
citylink.com.au), which runs 
from Tullamarine Airport 
to the city and eastern 
suburbs, or  EastLink 

(%13 54 65; www.eastlink.
com.au), which runs from 
Ringwood to Frankston. 
Pay online or via phone; 
pay within three days to 
avoid a  ne.

 Driving is on the left-
hand side of the road.

 Wearing seat belts is 
compulsory. Motorcy-
clists must wear crash 
helmets at all times.

 The police strictly 
enforce Victoria’s blood-
alcohol limit of 0.05% 
with random breath 
testing (and drug testing) 
of drivers.

 Foreign driving licences 
are valid as long as they 
are in English or accom-
panied by a translation. 
If in doubt, pick up an 
International Drivers 
Licence from your home 
country’s automobile 
association.

 Car-sharing companies 
that operate in Melbourne 
include  Flexi Car (%1300 
363 780; www.  exicar.com.
au),  Go Get (%1300 769 
389; www.goget.com.au) and 
 Green Share Car (%1300 
575 878; www.greensharecar.
com.au). You rent the cars 
by the hour (from $14) or 
the day (from $80) and 
prices include petrol. They 
vary on joining fees (free 
to $40) and how they 

charge (insurance fees, 
per hour or per kilometre).

 Driving in the city is 
best avoided, but if you 
do be sure to abide by 
the ‘hook turn’ system, 
where right-turning 
motorists at signed 
intersections must turn 
from the left lane just as 
the lights turns red. This 
is to ensure trams aren’t 
held up; keep an eye out 
for ‘hook turn’ signs at 
the top of tram lines.

Taxi
y Best for… Late nights, 
and when you have a 
group to share the costs.
  Melbourne’s yellow taxis 
are metered, and require 
an estimated prepaid 
fare when hailed between 
10pm and 5am. You may 
need to pay more or get a 
refund depending on the 
final fare. Toll charges are 
added to fares.

 Taxi companies include 
 Silver Top (%131 008; 
www.silvertop.com.au) and 
 13 Cabs (%13 22 27; 
www.13cabs.com.au).

Water Taxis
y Best for… Scenic boat 
trips; getting to Williams-
town and Docklands.
  Slow going but an op-
tion, ferries service the 
Yarra and Maribyrnong 

Essential Information  163162  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Melbourne 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Melbourne 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Melbourne ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Our selection of Melbourne’s best places 
to eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Melbourne 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Melbourne .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train
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Worth a Trip:
Williamstown ......................................56
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Southbank & Docklands
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South Melbourne, Port 
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Centre Place (p31)
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Welcome to 
Melbourne

Stylish, arty and cosmopolitan Melbourne is proud of its 
place as Australia’s cultural capital. Stately gold-rush-era 
architecture and a multicultural make-up reflect the city’s 
recent history, while edgy street art and sticky-carpeted 
band venues point to its present-day personality. It’s also 
a top sporting city, playing host to Grand Slam tennis, For-
mula One and – its main obsession – Aussie Rules footy.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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