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Via Bellagio (p75) shopping promenade at the Bellagio

ways wind past luxury 
shops in this Italianate 
mall. (p74 )

Miracle Mile Shops 
Stretching 1.5 miles long, 
this mall certainly has 
variety, with 170 shops. 
(p75 )

Shoppes at Mandalay 
Place M-Bay’s airy 
promenade shows off 
almost two dozen unique 
boutiques. (p74 )

Classic Vegas
Gamblers General 
Store Poker chips, slot 
machines and gam-
bling souvenirs galore. 
(p91 )

Rainbow Feather 
Dyeing Co Showgirl 
feather boas in every 
color of the rainbow. 
(p91 )

Houdini’s Magic Shop 
This modern magic shop, 
stylish and whimsical, 
is an entertaining stop 
for both adults and kids. 
(p75 )

Williams Costume 
Company Supplying the 
Strip’s starlets with do-it-
yourself costuming goods 
since 1957. (p90 )

Luxury Shopping
Via Bellagio The swish 
indoor promenade is 
home to a who’s-who of 
fashion-plate designers. 
(p75 )

Crystals CityCenter’s 
dazzling shopping center 
is also an architectural 
wonder. (p73 )

Wynn Esplanade It’s 
75,000 sq ft of consumer 
bliss, with top-of-the line 
retailers and a Ferrari/

Maserati dealership. 
(p75)

Forum Shops Caesars’ 
fanciful homage to an 
ancient Roman market-
place houses 160 de-
signer emporia. (p31 )

Local Shopping
Town Square Just 
south of the Strip, this 
fashionable indoor/
outdoor shopping mall 
features a range of retail 
stores alongside popular 
restaurants and bars. 
(p73 )

Buffalo Exchange 
Secondhand clothing 
and accessories, Vegas-
style: note the sequin 
dresses and feather 
boas. (p103 )

Las Vegas has evolved into a  sophisticated shop-
ping destination. International haute-couture 
purveyors on the Strip cater to cashed-up 
clientele, whether it’s catwalk fashions fresh o   
the runways, diamond jewelry or imported sports 
cars. But Sin City is still the kind of place where 
porn-star-worthy bling, Elvis wigs and other 
tacky trash just  ies o   the shelves, too.

Kitschy to Classic
 If all you want is a T-shirt, bumper sticker, ash 
tray, snowglobe or shot glass announcing that 
you’ve finally been to ‘Fabulous Las Vegas,’ you can 
find tacky souvenirs just about everywhere you 
look. But if you’re after something more unusual, 
the city’s specialty shops are full of cool kitsch and 
priceless collectibles, from vintage casino memora-
bilia to showgirls’ feather boas and real-life poker 
tables.

Mega-Malls & Boutiques
 The Strip has the highest-octane shopping action, 
with upscale boutiques found inside casino resorts 
from Encore south to Mandalay Place. Cruise 
downtown for wigs, naughty adult goods and 
trashy lingerie. Vintage clothing stores, antiques 
shops and art galleries are reviving downtown’s 
18b Arts District, radiating outward from the 
intersection of Main St and Charleston Blvd. East 
of the Strip near UNLV, Maryland Parkway is 
chock-a-block with hip, cheapo shops. Trendy one-
off boutiques are scarce, but they’re popping up in 
the ’burbs.

Fashion
Fashion Show ‘The 
Cloud,’ a  futuristic-
looking canopy, tops off 
Nevada’s flashiest mall. 
(p75 )

Grand Canal Shoppes 
Faux cobblestone walk-

Shopping
Best

y�Top Tips
 Everything stays 

open later in Vegas. 
Retail shopping 
hours are normally 
10am to 9pm (to 
6pm Sunday), 
but casino shops, 
arcades and malls 
typically stay open 
until 11pm (midnight 
on Friday and Sat-
urday). 

 Christmas is one 
of the few holidays 
when most shops 
close.
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 New York–New York (p46)
 A mini Statue of Liberty, Brooklyn 
Bridge, Times Square, and Coney 
Island, complete with an outdoor 
roller coaster – what else would 
you expect from Sin City’s Big 
Apple–themed casino-resort?

 Luxor (p42)
 Easily visible from your plane’s 
window seat is the powerful 
beacon shooting into the sky from 
the Luxor, a resort modeled on an 
Egyptian pyramid and complete 
with a giant Sphinx.

 Grand Canyon (p112)
 It’s a bit of a hike from Vegas, but 
many out-of-towners consider a 
visit to the mile-deep canyon a 
mandatory side trip: you can get 
there quickly by helicopter.

 Hoover Dam (p116)
 This art-deco dam, holding back 
an impressive quantity of brilliant 
blue water on the lower Colorado 
River, is an architectural feat – and 
an easy day trip from Sin City.

 Mandalay Bay (p34)
 A glittering-gold bastion proudly 
flanking the southern end of the 
Strip, M-Bay features a cool walk-
through aquarium, a sky-high 
cocktail lounge, and a wave-pool 
lapping up against a sandy beach.

 Golden Nugget (p78)
 An elegant oasis in the city’s down-
town, this revamped casino hotel 
is the home of the world’s largest 
golden nugget, plus a 200,000-
gallon shark tank surrounded by a 
swimming pool.

 MGM Grand (p38)
 This emerald-hued, Hollywood-
inspired resort, one of the largest ho-
tels in the world, recently underwent 
major renovations – the new look is 
contemporary, while the pool’s river 
remains the longest in Vegas.

 Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
(p94)
 Only one of the world’s finest col-
lections of rock ‘n’ roll memora-
bilia displayed around the casino 
floor, plus a state-of-the-art concert 
venue: welcome to the Hard Rock.
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High Roller at the  LINQ (p54)
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past, a throwback to 
the days when mush-
room clouds arose on 
the horizon and crowds 
stood stupefied on Fre-
mont St. Don’t miss the 
cool museum shop, a 
Nevada Test Site guard 
station replica. Are you 
thirsty yet? Exit the 
museum and cut south 
through the University 
of Nevada campus on 
the way to Freakin’ 
Frog.

4 Happy Hour at 
Freakin’ Frog
 Rub shoulders with the 
college kids and order 
from a wide selection 

of excellent American 
microbrews. If you’re 
not up on the latest, 
ask the ‘beertender’ 
at the Freakin’ Frog 
(p102 ) for recommen-
dations, then sit back 
and watch the Vegas 
students unwinding 
after classes in the 
nearby university 
buildings.

5 Pinball Hall of 
Fame
 Continue south to the 
end of the block, then 
head a few blocks east 
along Tropicana to 
reach the Pinball Hall 
of Fame (p100 ). This is 

the place to relive your 
childhood: the place is 
filled with retro arcade 
treasures from decades 
past, all restored by 
hand. Pump the vintage 
machines with quarters 
and play to your heart’s 
content: that’s what 
  owner Tim Arnold 
  intended.

2�The Walk
The neighborhood   east of the Strip – home to the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas – isn’t the most 
walkable neighborhood in town. But if you’re eager 
to absorb some local culture and work off a few of 
those champagne buffet brunches, hit the pavement 
to explore some of Sin City’s coolest attractions, 
from more mainstream sights like the High Roller to 
quirkier spots like the Pinball Hall of Fame and the 
Atomic Testing Museum, stopping along the way to 
eat and drink at the locals’ favorite watering holes.

Start High Roller; gDeuce & SDX

Finish Pinball Hall of Fame; g 201

Length 4 miles;  ve to six hours

5�Take a Break
The   LINQ (www.thelinq.com; 3545 Las Vegas Blvd S; 
hopen daily, individual shop hours vary) promenade is 
lined with popular bars and eateries: with something 
for everyone, it’s the perfect place to stop for a snack.

1 Ride the High 
Roller
 The Strip’s breathtak-
ing new attraction, 
the 550ft High Roller 
(p54 ) observation 
wheel, opens at noon. 
Be the first in line to 
beat the crowds (and 
save cash on admis-
sion – tickets are more 
expensive at night) 
and start the tour with 
spectacular views over 
the Strip. Afterward, 
head east on Flamingo 
Rd, then hang a left on 
Paradise Rd.

2 Lunch at Firefly
 So popular you can 
barely squeeze onto the 
patio at night, locals’ 
favorite Firefly (p101 ) is 
mellow by day. The styl-
ish tapas bar specializes 
in gourmet versions of 
Spanish classics. Treat 
yourself to a glass of the 
sparkling sangria – this 
is Vegas, after all. Back-
track down Paradise 
and continue east along 
Flamingo towards the 
Atomic Testing Museum.

3 National Atomic 
Testing Museum
 At the National 
Atomic Testing 
Museum (p100 ), delve 
into Sin City’s atomic 
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Shuttle
y Best for… traveling to 
o  -Strip resorts.

 Many o  -Strip  casino 
hotels o  er limited free 
shuttle buses to and from 
the Strip, although some 
are reserved for hotel 
guests.

 A free public shuttle 
bus service connects 
the Rio to its sister 
casino hotel resorts on 
the Strip – including 
Harrah’s – every 30 
minutes; there is another 
shuttle bus service that 
runs between the Palms, 
Caesars Palace and the 
Fashion Show shopping 
mall twice daily.

Taxi & Limousine
y Best for… high rollers.

 It’s illegal to hail a   cab 
on the street. Instead, 
taxi stands are found 
at almost every casino 
hotel.

 Vegas is surprisingly 
compact, so taxis can be 
reasonable on a per-trip 
basis. A lift from one end 
of the Strip to the other, 
or from mid-Strip to 
downtown, costs about 
$15 to $30, depending on 
tra   c.

 Tip the driver at least 
10%, rounded up to the 
nearest dollar.

 For special occasions 
or stepping out in style, 
ask your hotel concierge 
about hiring a limousine 
service, or try a company 
such as  Presidential 

Limo (%800-423-1320, 
702-438-5466; www.presi-
dentiallimolv.com).

Tram
y Best for… moving be-
tween connected resorts.

 Free  air-conditioned 
trams shuttle between 
some casino resorts. 
One goes between Bel-
lagio, CityCenter and 
Monte Carlo. Another 
links Treasure Island 
and the Mirage. A third 
goes between Excalibur, 
Luxor and Mandalay 
Bay.

 Trams run all day. You 
don’t need to be a hotel 
guest to ride.

Getting 
Around
y Though the Strip is 
miles long, the best way 
to get around a smaller 
section of it is on foot – in 
combination with occa-
sional taxi, monorail or 
bus rides.

Bus
y Best for… getting 
downtown or to resorts on 
the Strip.

  Regional  Transporta-
tion Commission of 
Southern Nevada (RTC; 
%800-228-3911, 702-228-
7433; www.rtcsnv.com/tran-
sit; Deuce & SDX 2/24/72hr 
bus pass $6/8/20, kids 
under 5yrs free) buses 
operate throughout the 
area from 5am to 2am 
daily. 

 The exception is the 
popular Strip and down-
town route – nicknamed 
the ‘Deuce’ – which runs  
24 hours, seven days a 
week.

 A quicker express bus 
serving select resorts 
and downtown is the SDX 
(Strip & Downtown Express; 
h9am-midnight).

 Some o  -Strip casino 
hotels o  er limited free 
shuttle buses to/from 
the Strip.

Car & Motorcycle
y Best for… patient 
drivers.

 Driving    around the 
Strip can be stressful, 
but parking is free almost 
everywhere.

 The only document 
overseas visitors legally 
need to operate a car or 
motorcycle for up to 12 

months is a license from 
your home country. You 
may be required to show 
an international driving 
permit if your license is 
not written in English.

Monorail
y Best for… navigating 
the east side of the Strip.

 The  Las Vegas  Mono-
rail (%702-699-8299; www.
lvmonorail.com; single-
ride $5, 24/48/72hr pass 
$12/22/28; h7am-midnight 
Mon, to 2am Tue-Thu, to 3am 
Fri-Sun) links some Strip 
casino resorts, speedily 
shuttling between the 
MGM Grand, Bally’s/
Paris, the Flamingo, Har-
rah’s/Imperial Palace, 
the city’s convention 
center, the Las Vegas 
Hotel & Casino and the 
Sahara.

 Although service is 
frequent (departing 
every four to 12 min-
utes), stations are only 
on the east side of the 
Strip, a long walk from 
Las Vegas Blvd to the 
far back of casino hotel 
properties.

 The monorail system is 
stroller- and wheelchair-
friendly. It takes about 
13 minutes to travel the 
entire route.

Renting a Car
 Booking online through a   car rental agency 
or a discount travel website will normally 
get you the best rates. Economy car-rental 
rates start at $25 per day or $135 per week, 
though you might find a much cheaper deal 
by surfing the web ahead of time. Expect to 
pay extra fees for insurance (usually 
optional), sales taxes of up to 7.5% and 
government service fees of 10%; a customer 
facility charge ($3 per day) and 10% airport 
surcharge often apply. Most companies 
require a major credit card; some require that 
the driver be at least 25 years old.

Walking the 
Strip
 Before setting  out, 
consult a map 
and note that the 
Strip’s pedestrian 
walkways are 
punctuated with 
skybridges and es-
calators. Most walk-
ways aren’t shaded 
from the sun: take 
advantage of free 
trams between the 
resorts whenever 
possible.

Be Forewarned
 Smoking If cigarette  smoke bothers you, steer 

clear of the older casinos and hang out at the 
airier Aria, Wynn, Bellagio or Venetian.

 Sex workers  Prostitution is illegal in Clark 
County, but escorts, call girls and working girls 
are all part of Sin City’s high-rolling culture.

 Resort fees Think you scored a deal on your 
hotel room? Most resorts charge mandatory 
daily fees of $15 to $25 on top of the rate.

   149148  Survival Guide
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Golden
Nugget

Hard Rock
Hotel &
Casino

East of the Strip  
(p92)
Quirky special-interest 
museums, university 
bars, secondhand 
shopping and a 
perennially cool rock ‘n’ 
roll–themed resort. 

Top SightsE
Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino

Downtown & 
Fremont St (p76)
Vintage Vegas vibes, 
old-school casinos, 
excellent new museums 
and a burgeoning 
hipster nightlife scene in 
Sin City's downtown.

Top SightsE
Golden Nugget
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Bellagio

Mandalay
Bay

MGM
Grand

Mirage

Caesars
Palace

Luxor

New York–
New York

West of the Strip  
(p104)
A pair of popular casino 
hotels, one of the city's 
best buffets, desert 
gardens, natural history 
exhibits and Vegas' very 
own Chinatown.

The Strip (p20)
Flashy megaresorts and 
glowing neon signs line 
4.5 miles of famed Las 
Vegas Blvd.

Top SightsE
Bellagio
Mirage
Caesars Palace
Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand
Luxor
New York–New York

 Las Vegas 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1716
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2 Leisurely Lunch at  Bartolotta
 This posh, Italian-style seafood 
 restaurant (Wynn; mains $30-60, tasting 
menus $150-180; h5:30-10pm) has a 
short, highly specialized menu, featur-
ing whole fish that are indigenous to 
Italy. Book a private cabana beside 
Wynn’s Lake of Dreams and dine on 
fresh Mediterranean blue rock lobster 
under a fluttering white canopy. 

3 Swing a Club at  Wynn 
Golf Club
 The par-70  Wynn Country Club (%702-
770-4653; Wynn; green fees $300-500; 
htee times by reservation only) is the only 
18-hole golf course attached to a Strip 
resort, with lush greenery and rushing 
waterfalls. Beverage-stocked golf carts 
are available for resort guests.

4 Relax at Encore Spa
 At the extravagant  Spa at  Encore 
(%702-770-4772; Encore; spa & fitness center 
day pass $40; h6am-8pm), stroll down 
tranquil passageways with flickering 
lamps and golden Buddha statues, 
then sink into hot or cold plunge pools 
under glowing crystal chandeliers 
before trying a Moroccan mud wrap.

5 Sunbathe at Encore Beach 
Club
 Soak up sunshine on a larger-than-life 
‘lilypad,’ bob around the pool to DJ-
spun tunes, play high-stakes blackjack 
poolside or kick back in a private 
bungalow with hot tub at    Encore 
Beach Club (%702-770-7300; www.
encorebeachclub.com; Encore; cover $30-40; 

hhours vary by season). One of the three 
tiered pools has an island platform for 
dancing.

6 Aperitifs at Parasol Up
 Stepping into the whimsical, jewel-
hued   Parasol Up (Wynn; hParasol Up 
11am-4am Sun-Thu, to 5am Fri & Sat) feels 
like walking into a glamorous, psyche-
delic version of Alice in Wonderland. 
Cozy up on a plush, ruby-red loveseat 
and gaze out at the glassy Lake of 
Dreams.

7 Dinner at SW Steakhouse
 The classic, lakeside   SW Steakhouse 
(Wynn; mains $35-65; h5:30-10pm) hits 
all the right notes, from oysters on the 
half shell to chili-rubbed rib-eye steak. 
Reservations are essential, especially 
for the coveted tables on the terrace.

8 Lounge at Surrender
 With saffron-colored silk walls, mus-
tard banquettes and a shimmering 
wall-art snake,   Surrender (%702-770-
7300; www.surrendernightclub.com; Encore; 
cover $20-40; h10:30pm-4am Wed, Fri & 
Sat) is a gorgeous place to hang out. 
Play blackjack or just hang by the pool 
after dark in summer.

9 Nightcap at La Cave
 Some of the Wynn’s charming dining 
and drinking spots can make you 
forget you’re in the US. Pretend you’re 
having tapas and wine in Barcelona 
at intimate, candelit   La Cave (Wynn; 
shared plates $9-20; hnoon-10pm Mon-Thu, 
to 11pm Fri & Sat, 10:30am-10pm Sun).

1 Check into the 
Wynn
 The luxury rooms at the 
  Wynn (%877-321-9966, 702-770-
7000; www.wynnlasvegas.com; 
3131 Las Vegas Blvd S; weekday/
weekend r from $189/249; 
paiWs) come with 
floor-to-ceiling windows, 
pillowtop beds with Egyptian 
cotton sheets and huge bath-
rooms with deep tubs. The 
Tower Suites offer exclusive 
VIP check-in and complimen-
tary breakfast or brunch.

 Local Life
Luxury on the Strip 

Forget exploding volca-
noes or faux Eiffel Towers: 
the epitome of luxury on 
the   Strip is casino impre-
sario Steve Wynn’s epony-
mous resort. Step inside 
the exclusive Wynn (and 
its opulent sister prop-
erty, the Encore) – the 
entrance obscured by an 
lush miniforest of green-
ery, safely separating you 
from the crowds flooding 
the Strip – and into a Sin 
City–style fantasy retreat.
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p146)

 Currency
US dollar ($)

 Language
English

 Visas
Not required for citizens of the 36 Visa 

Waiver Program countries.

 Money
ATM transaction fees inside gaming areas 
are high. Casino hotels o  er lower fees to 
exchange money than exchange bureaus.

  Mobile Phones
Must be tri-/quad-band models operating 

on local US-speci  c GSM and CDMA 
frequencies.

 Time
Paci  c Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

eight hours)

 Plugs & Adaptors
Plugs have two long,  at pins; electrical 

current is 110V. Visitors from Europe and 
Asia need adaptors and, in some cases, 

transformers.

  Tipping
Service-industry sta   rely on tips. Figure 18% 

for restaurant waitsta  , $1 per drink in casinos, 
$1–2 per bag to the bellman and 10–15% for 

taxi drivers.

Arriving in Las 
Vegas

Most travelers arrive in  Las Vegas by car or 
by plane. The airport is located relatively 
close to the Strip. Shuttle buses depart for 
casino-hotels around the clock, and taxis are 
readily available.

K From McCarran International 
Airport

Destination  Best Transport 
The Strip shuttle buses

Downtown taxi

Off-Strip resorts shuttle buses or taxi

A At the Airport
McCarran International Airport The airport 
has ample facilities for domestic and inter-
national travelers: ATMs, currency exchange 
desks, a food court, tourist information and 
frequent shuttles to the nearby car rental 
center.

 Getting Around
The Strip is miles long. Though you can walk 
between some casino resorts, you’ll need a 
ride – bus, monorail, taxi, or driving your own 
car – to reach others, or to go downtown. The 
monorail isn’t as convenient as you might 
imagine: check the map first.

J Bus
Two bus lines are especially useful: the 24-
hour Deuce, which stops at every resort and 
major attraction, and the speedier SDX (Strip 
& Downtown Express), which runs from 9am 
to 12:30am. A 24-hour pass costs $7.

K Car & Motorcycle
Though navigating the Strip can be stressful, 
parking is free almost everywhere. If you’re 
covering ground between the Strip and down-
town, take I-15 instead of Las Vegas Blvd.

Monorail
Links casinos on the east side of the Strip.

Shuttle
Several off-Strip casino hotels run shuttle buses 
to and from the Strip. Some are reserved for 
hotel guests and others are open to the public, 
like the free shuttle between Rio and Harrah’s, 
and another that runs less frequently between 
the Palms, Caesars Palace and Fashion Show.

K Taxi & Limousine
Taxis wait outside the casinos – in Vegas, 
you can’t flag one in the street. Expect to pay 
$15 to $25 plus tip for most rides in town. If 
you’re a larger group or have extra cash to 
spend, consider traveling in a limo. 

U Tram
Free trams travel back and forth all day 
between a few connected resorts. One goes 
between Bellagio, CityCenter and Monte 
Carlo; another links Treasure Island and the 
Mirage. A third goes between Excalibur, Luxor 
and Mandalay Bay.

Your Daily Budget
Budget: less than $100 

  Downtown hotel room: $40–55

  Food court and fast-food meals: $5–12

  Deuce 24-hour bus ticket: $8

Midrange: $100–250 
  Standard hotel room on the Strip: 

$70–150

  Discount tickets to a show: $30–100

  Meal for two at a casual upscale restau-
rant: $40–70

Top End: more than $300 
  Suite at a top resort: from $200

  Spa treatment: $60–200

  Taxi from Strip to downtown: $25 plus tip

Useful  Websites
  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

las-vegas) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveler forum and more.

  Cheapo Vegas (www.cheapovegas.com) 
Cheeky reviews of resorts plus comparison 
charts showing the best and worst.

  Oyster (www.oyster.com/las-vegas) 
Detailed, tell-all hotel reviews with photos.

Advance Planning
  One month before Book accommoda-

tions, and a rental car for out-of-town trips.

  Three weeks before Score tickets for 
production shows, concerts or headliner 
events.

  One week before Book a table at a 
happening chef’s restaurant.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1514
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 Emergency
  Police,      re, ambulance 

(%911) 

  Police (%311) For non-
emergency calls. 

  Rape Crisis Center 
(%702-366-1640; www.
rcclv.org) 

Money
 Every casino  and bank 

and most convenience 
stores have  ATMs. Fees 
imposed by casinos for 
ATM transactions (which 
usually carry a $3.50 to 
$5 fee) are much higher 
than at banks.

 Cold hard cash greases 
Sin City’s wheels. You’ll 
want to have bills of vari-
ous sizes on hands, partly 
so you’re ready to tip 
when necessary.

 Casinos charge exor-
bitant rates for currency 
exchange.

  Credit cards are widely 
accepted. To avoid sur-
charges, use your debit 
card to get cash back 
when making purchases 
at noncasino businesses 
such as convenience 
stores and pharmacies.

 Keep small bills on 
hand. In general, tip 
bartenders and cocktail 
waitresses at least $1 to 
$2 per drink, leave 10% 

to 15% in taxis, $2 per 
bag to bellhops, and 15% 
to 20% in restaurants.

Public Holidays
y Note that    the only 
holiday that shops always 
close for is Christmas.

 New Year’s Day 
January 1

 Martin Luther King 
Jr Day Third Monday in 
January

 Presidents’ Day Third 
Monday in February

 Easter Sunday March/
April

 Memorial Day Last 
Monday in May

 Independence Day 
July 4

 Labor Day First Mon-
day in September

 Columbus Day Second 
Monday in October

 Veterans’ Day 
November 11

 Thanksgiving Day 
Fourth Thursday in 
November

 Christmas Day 
December 25

Safe Travel
 On the  Strip and the 

Fremont Street Experi-
ence, police and private 
security o   cers are out 
in force, and surveillance 
cameras (the ‘eye in the 
sky’) are omnipresent.

 Use in-room hotel safes 
and never leave valuables 
unattended, especially 
while gambling.

 Beware of  pickpockets 
in crowds (eg on public 
transportation).

 If you wander away 
from Fremont St down-
town, keep your wits 

Essential 
Information

Business Hours
y ‘Open 24/7/365’ is the 
rule at casino hotels.

 Normal   business hours 
are 9am to 5pm Monday 
to Friday. Some banks 
and post o   ces stay 
open later and on Satur-
day mornings.

 Retail shopping hours 
are 10am to 9pm (to 6pm 
Sunday); casino shops 
stay open until 11pm or 
later.

 Christmas is one of the 
few holidays on which 
most noncasino busi-
nesses close.

Discounts
 Check   Smarter Vegas 

(www.smartervegas.com) 
for promotion codes on 
sights, shows and hotels.

 A multiday  Las Vegas 
Power Pass (%800-490-
9330; www.visitticket.com; 
1-/2-/3-/5-day pass per adult 
$85/110/135/195, per child 
12yr & under $55/75/95/135) 
may be worthwhile if you 
plan to visit a lot of big at-
tractions and museums.

 Electricity

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz

Money-saving Tips
 Book your hotel room well ahead of time. 

 If you’re trying to lock in a good rate at a 
popular resort, call the hotel directly and ask 
about special promotions or better rates on un-
remodeled rooms. 

 For live entertainment, save cash by scoring 
last-minute tickets at  Tix4Tonight (%877-849-
4868; www.tix4tonight.com; 3785 Las Vegas Blvd S, 
Showcase Mall; h10am-8pm).

Leave a Tip
 A thumbnail guide to  tipping in Las Vegas:

 Airport skycaps: $2 per bag

 Bartenders: 10% to 15% per round, at least $1 
per drink.

 Bellhops & hotel porters: $2 per bag, $5 mini-
mum per cart

 Cocktail waitresses: $1 per drink while gam-
bling

 Hotel maids: $2 to $4 per night

 Limo drivers: $5 per person, or 15% of the 
total fare

 Restaurants: 15% to 20%

 Room service: 15%

 Taxis: 10% to 15%

 Valet parking attendants: $2 to $5 per car 

   151150  Survival Guide
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Las Vegas 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Las Vegas 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

 Las Vegas ’ Best…
The best experiences

01-title-contents-pk-lav4.indd   2-title-contents-pk-lav4.indd   2 18/08/2014   2:19:57 PM18/08/2014   2:19:57 PM



Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Lonely Planet’s  Las 
Vegas 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Las Vegas .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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The Strip’s iconic sign greets visitors to Vegas
CHRIS HEPBURN/GETTY IMAGES ©

Las Vegas Top Sights .................................................8

Las Vegas Day Planner ............................................. 12

Need to Know ............................................................ 14

Las Vegas Neighborhoods ....................................... 16

Welcome to 
Las Vegas

Vegas, baby: the ultimate escape. It’s the only place where 
you can spend the night partying in ancient Rome, wake 
up for brunch beneath the Eiffel Tower, watch an erupt-
ing volcano at sunset and get married in a pink Cadillac. 
Sin City is a Technicolor-tinged fantasy straight out of the 
movies – and it’s yours for the taking.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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 Bellagio (p22)
 Prominently featured in the movie Ocean’s Eleven and   famous for its dramatic 
fountains, lush conservatory, and classy fine arts gallery, Steve Wynn’s opulent 
Italianate resort remains a glamorous landmark on the Strip.
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