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Heli Lounge Bar (p54)

Best Sky Bars & 
Lounges
Frangipani There’s a 
deck bar streetside and a 
fashionable gay-friendly 
lounge upstairs. (p31)

Fuego Enjoy innovative 
cocktails in a sky-high 
perch with exceptional 
views of the Twin Towers. 
(p53)

Heli Lounge Bar Mind 
the lack of a railing as you 
drink in the views across 
to Menara KL from this 
rooftop bar. (p54)

Sky Bar This high-end 
lounge in the Trader’s 
Hotel offers stunning city 
views. (p54)

Best Cafes &  
Teahouses
Tea Lounge Enjoy British 
high tea in the colonial-
era Majestic Hotel. (p116)

VCR Single-origin es-
presso and hand-drip 
coffees in a spacious 
remodelled shophouse. 
(p39)

Feeka Coffee Roasters 
Enjoy both good food and 
coffee at this Jln Mesui 
hang out with indoor and 
outdoor seating. (p29)

Yut Kee Try traditional 
kopi in this Hainanese 
kopitiam running since 
1928. (p90)

Despite Malaysia’s Muslim majority, KL has a 
lively and varied drinking scene that includes 
sophisticated lounges and speakeasy bars, 
British-style pubs, Spanish tapas bars, and sev-
eral streets cheek-to-jowl with alcohol-fuelled op-
tions. During the day the selections for whetting 
your whistle are no less varied, with traditional 
tea and kopi available in ageing shophouses, and 

cafes.

Sky Bars
Sky-high taxes make a night out boozing an 
expensive affair, but KL sort of makes up for that 
by offering such fabulous city views from its many 
elevated venues. You can’t drink in the iconic 
Petronas Towers themselves, but the view is better 
gazing at them from another rooftop bar. 

Bars
The speakeasy scene is well matured in KL, though 
ironically many venues sit inside shopping malls, 
which somewhat spoils the effect. Regular bars are 
concentrated in the Golden Triangle (especially 
Changkat Bukit Bintang), Bangsar and Pavilion KL 
shopping mall. For gay nightlife options see p55.

Cafes 
KL has had a coffee scene for over a hundred 
years, and traditional kopitiam (coffee shops) still 
serve a potent brew. Kopi can be an acquired taste, 
but there are also tea drinks (and a beverage called 
cham, which is a mix of tea and coffee). Modern 
cafes are also popular, both chains and individual 
shops, and there is a growing specialty coffee scene 
worth checking out. 

Best Bars for 
Casual Drinking
Pisco Bar This hip tapas 
bar is set back from the 
street in a revamped 
shophouse. (p31)

Taps Beer Bar KL’s best 
selection of craft beers 
from around the world. 
(p31)

Reggae Bar Relaxed 
Chinatown bar. (p74)

Green Man This British-
style pub on KL’s premier 
bar street has a loyal 
following. (p34)

Bars & Cafes 
Best

Worth a 
Trip

Upstairs from the 
restaurant of the 
same name, Hit & 
Mrs (%2282 3571; 15 
Lg Kurau; h5pm-1am 
Tue-Sat; W; jBang-
sar) is a casual cock-
tail bar on a quiet 
strip outside the 
main commercial 
area of Bangsar. The 
design is retro cool, 
with rattan chairs 
and frosted glass, 
and encourages a 
long stay. 

y Top Tip
 Upscale bars (and 

clubs) usually have a 
dress code.

 Keep up to date 
on KL’s latest bars 
with TimeOut Kuala 
Lumpur (www.timeout.
com/kuala-lumpur).
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 Best Bars & Cafes   131130  Best Bars & Cafes 

Don’t Miss
Temple Cave
In 1891, K Thambusamy Pillai, founder of the 
Sri Mahamariamman Temple in KL, established 
a shrine to Lord Murugan at Batu Caves. At the 
foot of 272 steps leading up to the main dome-
shaped cavern stands a 42.5m gaudy golden 
statue of Murugan, son of Shiva, and Hindu 
god of war. Inside the first cavern the lord’s six 
abodes are carved into the walls, while a second 
cavern holds the temple of Valli Devanai, his wife. 
Prayer times are held at 8.30am and 4pm.

Dark Cave 
At step 204, branch off to the Dark Cave to follow 
a 45-minute guided tour (www.darkcavemalaysia.com; 
adult/child RM35/25; h10am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-5.30pm 
Sat & Sun) along 800m of the 2km of surveyed 
passageways within seven different chambers. 
Dramatic limestone formations including gor-
geous flowstones, pits used for guano extraction, 
two species of bats and hundreds of other life 
forms, including the rare trapdoor spider, make 
this a fascinating excursion. Tours run every 20 
minutes. 

Ramayana Cave
Perhaps no cave at Batu is more spectacularly  
over-embellished and enjoyable than the 
Ramayana Cave (admission RM2; h9am-5pm), 
which boasts gaudy dioramas of the Indian epic 
Ramayana. Near the entrance, look for the giant 
Gulliver-like statue of Kumbhakarna, brother of 
Ravana and a deep sleeper (he once snoozed for 
six months). Further up the narrow but towering 
cave interior, past two artificial flowing streams, 
is a shrine to a naturally occurring linga. This 
phallic-like stalagmite is a symbol of Shiva. 

%6189 6284

www.batucavesmuruga 
.org

Temple Cave free, entry 
fee for other caves

h8am-8.30pm

y Top Tips
 Combine an afternoon 

visit to the caves with 
a morning exploration 
of the nearby Forestry 
Research Institute of 
Malaysia (FRIM; p96).

 Try to schedule a visit 
to include the Dark Cave 
tour to gain an under-
standing of the cave’s 
rich natural history. 

 If taking a taxi back 
to KL, look out for a dra-
matic ridge to the east. 
That’s Tabur, reportedly 
the largest quartz ridge-
line in the world. 

5 Take a Break
There is a block of res-
taurants on the right as 
you approach the stairs 
to Temple Cave. Try 
Rani Vilas Restoran 
(RM5-10; h7am-10pm) 
for excellent veggie 
thali sets, rotis and 
dosa. 

One of Malaysia’s national treasures, and holiest 
Hindu sites, this complex of giant limestone caves 
houses temples that have been drawing pilgrims 
for more than 120 years. The American naturalist 
William Hornaday is credited with discovering the 
caves in 1878, though they were already known to 
Chinese settlers and of course to the local indig-
enous peoples. The caves are always an atmospheric, 
colourful (some might say joyfully tacky) and 
fascinating place to visit and no more so than in late 
January or early February when one million pilgrims 
converge during the three-day Thaipusam festival.

Top Sights
Batu Caves 

T
H

IE
N

 D
O

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

Getting There

Batu Caves are 13km 
north of KL central. 

K Taxi Taxi from KL is 
easiest.

L Train KTM Komuter 
train to Batu Caves.

Batu Caves Worth a Trip 9594

Petaling Street Market (p79), Chinatown
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1 Chan She Shu 
Yuen Clan Temple
From Maharajalela 
monorail station head 
north to the busy traffic 
roundabout of Bulatan 
Merdeka, and look for 
this ornate clan temple 
(p66). Spend a little 
time studying the lively 
Shek Wan pottery.

2 Sri 
Mahamariamman 
Temple
Then head up to the 
Petaling Street Market 
(p79) entrance: pop in if 
it looks enticing, other-
wise head to Jln Tun HS 
Lee. The shophouses here 
are among Chinatown’s 
oldest; further up note 
the sunken arcade walk-
ways. Take a break inside 
the Sri Mahamariam-
man Temple (p66). 

3 Guandi Temple
Cross the road to visit 
this temple (p68) of the 
patron of righteous 
brotherhoods. You could 
also pop into the covered 
market to the right. 

4 Lee Rubber 
Building
Cross back over Jln 
Tun HS Lee for the 
pale-yellow art deco Lee 

Rubber Building built 
in 1930. You can explore 
the inside via the 1st-
floor bookstore, or Peter 
Hoe Beyond on the 2nd 
floor. 

5 Sin Sze Si Ya 
Temple
Cross Jln Tun Tan Cheng 
Lock and turn left to the 
atmospheric Sin Sze 
Si Ya Temple (p66), 
built by Hakka and KL 
founder Yap Ah Loy.

6 Central Market
Exit the back of the 
temple and turn left on 
Lebuh Pudu to reach 
Central Market (p67), 
one of KL’s most hand-
some art deco build-
ings. Adjacent is an 
equally handsome row 
of restored shophouses 
with eclectic European 
facades. 

7 Medan Pasar 
Continue up to this 
square (p69), once the 
home of Kapitan Yap 
Ah Loy, backed by rows 
of restored three-storey 
shophouses in a range 
of early 20th-century 
styles; note the Dutch 
gables on the front left 
shops and the lovely art 
deco clock tower from 
the 1930s in the centre.

8 Lebuh Ampang
Continue up Lebuh 
Ampang (p68) to Jln 
Gereja. The shophouses 
near the end belong to 
Indian merchants and 
moneylenders called 
Chettiars. 

9 Masjid Jamek
Retrace your steps to 
Jln Tun Perak to visit 
this Mughal-inspired 
mosque (p66) and to 
see the revitalisation of 
the heritage riverfront 
area (the River of Life 
project). 

2 The Walk
The focus of this walk is the variety of architecture 
found in the oldest part of town: from eclectic two- 
and three-storey shophouses to Cantonese-style 
temples, Dravidian-style Hindu temples, art deco 
buildings and a Mughal-style mosque. There are 
endless places to snack, and as most of the walk is 
covered you can do this any time of day in comfort.

Start Maharajalela monorail station

Finish Masjid Jamek LRT station

Length 2km; two hours

5 Take a Break
Stop at Peter Hoe Beyond Cafe (p73) for coffee and 
a light meal, or Petaling Street Market (p79) for a 
coconut or sugar-cane juice pick-me-up. 
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RM1-2.80; h6am-11.45pm) 
covers much more of the 
city centre and the outer 
suburbs, with lines that 
take you to Chinatown 
and Masjid Jamek, as well 
as Bangsar and Ampang. 
Runs every six to 10 
minutes.

 The KTM Komuter 
Train (www.ktmkomuter.com.
my; RM1-1.40; h6.45am-
11.45pm) runs every 15 
to 20 minutes serving 
greater KL and is useful 
for trips to Batu Caves, 
FRIM and the Lake 
Gardens. 

Taxi
y Best for... Travel to 
and from hotels and 
restaurants, travelling 
quickly between destina-
tions during non-peak, 
non-rainy hours. 

 Air-conditioned taxis 
are plentiful in KL and you 

easily during non-peak, 
non-rainy hours. 

 Regular taxis charge 

and 87 sen for each ad-
ditional kilometre. There’s 
a 50% surcharge from 
midnight to 6am. Lug-
gage placed in the trunk 
is charged extra at RM1 
per piece. 

 Blue taxis are newer 
and more comfortable, 

and start at RM6 for the 

kilometre after that. Night 
surcharges of 50% also 
apply. 

 There is a serious prob-
lem in KL with drivers 
refusing to use meters 
(even though they are 
required to do so by law) 
and overcharging tourists 
by up to three times the 
normal fare. Never use an 
unmarked taxi or get into 
any taxi if the driver looks 
drunk. If possible, use a 
taxi booking smartphone 
app such as My Teksi, 
which records the entire 
ride’s GPS data, as well 
as the driver’s name, 
license plate number, 
and the fact you booked 
it. MyTeksi drivers have 
to use the meter (and 
the service lets you 
know before you book 
approximately how much 
it will cost). 

 Most shopping malls, as 
well as KL Sentral, have 
taxi booths where you 
either prepay for your ride 
(letting the cashier know 
where you want to go), 
or pay RM2 for a voucher 
which guarantees the 
driver will use his meter. 

Tourist Buses
y Best for... Getting 
around to the sights. 
Avoid KL’s slow public 
buses. 

 The double-decker, 
enabled buses of the KL 

 (%2166 
6162; 
com; adult/child 24hr 
RM45/24, 48hr RM79/43; 
h9am-8pm) program 
stop at 42 sights and 
attractions (including 
major shopping malls and 
100 hotels). Buses run 
every 30 minutes, though 
between 4pm and 6pm 
you may have to wait for 
one with seats. Stops are 

 An airport express 
bus (www.airportcoach.
com.my) also runs 
between KLIA and KL 
Sentral station from 5am 
to midnight. The fare is a 
low RM10.

 A taxi costs RM75 to 
RM100; prepay for your 
ride before exiting the 
arrival hall. 

 There are ATMs, 
moneychangers and left-
luggage services at both 
terminals. 

KL Sentral Train 
Station 
All long-distance train 
services arrive at KL Sen-
tral station (%1300 889 
933; www.ktmb.com.my) of 
the KTM (Keretapi Tanah 
Melayu Berhad; www.
ktmkomuter.com.my) 
national railway hub and 
near the heart of the city 
in Brickfields. There are 
daily connections with 
Butterworth (for Penang), 
Thailand and Singapore 
but the journey times can 
be very slow. 

KL Sentral is linked 
to all major local public 
transport networks: LRT, 
monorail, Komuter trains 
and buses. Taxis are also 
available; purchase a 
taxi coupon (there are 
booths on various levels) 
before lining up to ensure 

you are not overcharged. 
Level 2 is open from 6am 
to 2pm. 

Terminal 
Bersepadu Selatan
The slick transport hub 
(TBS; www.tbsbts.com.
my) is situated about 
15 minutes south of KL 
Sentral and connected 
by train; LRT (Bandar Ta-
sik Selatan station); and 
taxi. Buses from north 
and south destinations 
within Malaysia arrive 
here, as well as from 
Singapore.

Pudu Sentral Bus 
Station
This bus station (www.
expressbusmalaysia.com/
bus-stations/puduraya-
bus-terminal; Jln Pudu) on 
the edge of Chinatown 
serves northbound 
destinations around 
Peninsular Malaysia, as 
well as Thailand. It’s a 
crowded, rundown place, 
with pushy touts, and 
best avoided if other op-
tions are available. Plaza 
Rakyat LRT station is 
just behind the terminal. 
Taking a taxi to or from 
this station will always 
be a hassle. 

Getting 
Around

LRT, Monorail & 
Komuter Train
y Best for... Getting 
around the city quickly 
to most tourist spots, 
especially when it rains 

standstill.

 It’s best to think of the 
three systems as form-
ing one mass transport 
network (and this is how 
most maps will show 
them) across greater KL; 
they share a main hub at 
KL Sentral and you can 
transfer from one to the 
other (though they are 
not well integrated). 

 The air-conditioned KL 
Monorail (www.klmonorail.
com.my; RM1.20-2.50; h6am-
midnight) has a single line 
from KL Sentral to Titiwan-
gsa, cutting through the 
Golden Triangle and linking 
together most of the tour-
ist sights in the city. Trains 
run every six to 12 minutes.
The line gets very busy in 
the evening and can be 
a little unsettling when it 
wobbles. 

 The LRT (Light Rapid 
Transit; %03-7885 2585; 
www.myrapid.com.my; 

Tickets & Passes
 MyRapid (www.myrapid.com.

my) pre-paid card, valid on RapidKL buses, the 
monorail and the main LRT lines.

 Touch ’n Go (www.touchngo.com.my) cards can 
be used on all public transport. 
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Menara
KL

Petronas
Towers

Golden Triangle 
(p22)
The Golden Triangle may 
seem like one large 
shopping mall, but go 
west for eat streets, hip 
bars and clusters of 
small restaurants.

Petronas Towers & 
KLCC (p40)
This is where KL shows 
off its eclectic urban 
accomplishments, from 
skyscrapers boasting 
chic bars, to towers atop 
pristine jungle.

Top SightsE
Petronas Towers
Menara KL 

Chinatown & 
Merdeka Square 
(p60)
Historical architecture, 
from Moghul mosques 
to colonial mansions, 
and Chinese and Indian 
cuisine, make this KL's 
most popular tourist 
area.   

Top SightsE
Merdeka Square
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Masjid India, Chow 
Kit & Kampung 
Baru (p80)
These distinct ethnic 
neighborhoods attract 
with lively markets, and 
a kampung (village) in 
the heart of the city.  

Lake Gardens & 
Brickfields (p98)
The city's green lungs 
are surrounded by top 
museums, while south is 
KL's official Little India. 

Top SightsE
Tun Abdul Razak 
Heritage Park
Royal Museum
Islamic Arts Museum

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Forestry Research 
Institute of Malaysia 
(FRIM)
Batu Caves
Thean Hou Temple

Kuala Lumpur
Neighbourhoods
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Food stall in Bangsar Baru (p120)

Little India (p115)

W
E

K
W

E
K

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

Ampang Amble 
(p92)

 Leafy neighbourhoods
 Food 

This diverse neigh-
bourhood of ethnic 
villages bumping up 
against whitewashed em-
bassies boasts a number 
of treats. You can stroll 
KL’s loveliest tree-lined 
lanes with early-morning 
joggers, make batik in an 
outdoor workshop, and, 
in season (if you’re very 
game), try an all-you-can-
eat durian feast. 

Pudu (p38)
 Street food
 Urban exploration

Hankering for the 
flavours of Chinatown 
without the crowds? Visit 
this laid-back Chinese 

neighbourhood, with 
some of KL’s most charm-
ing pockets of shophouses 
and crowd-pleasing street 
eats. The sprawling Pudu 
wet market is the city’s 
largest.

A Taste of the 
Golden Triangle 
(p24)

 Street food
 Bars

More than anything else, 
the search for the next 
great meal makes this 
city tick. Street food is 
everyone’s obsession, but 
in this area of town you 
can also observe how 
the experience has been 
moved indoors without 
compromising on atmos-
phere (much).

Boutique-Hopping 
in Bangsar Baru 
(p120)

 Shopping 
 Restaurants

Come for the shopping, 
stay for the food. Or do 
the reverse in this buzz-
ing suburban enclave 
brimming with trendy 
cafes, a diverse selection 
of restaurants, and cool 
boutiques run by up-and-
coming local designers. 

Getting local in KL’s diverse neighborhoods isn’t just about tucking into hawker food 
under the gaze of the Petronas Towers (though this is great fun, by the way). Almost 

Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Multicultural Markets 
(p88)

(p36) 

Chetty Street (p68)

KL Academy of 
Traditional Chinese 
Medicine (p78)

Chin Woo Stadium 
(p76)

Sri Sakthi Vinayagar 
Temple (p108)

Little India’s Street 
Food (p115)

Buddhist Maha 
Vihara (p110)

Kuala Lumpur
Local Life
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For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p143)

Currency
Malaysian Ringgit (RM)

Language
English 

Bahasa Malaysia

Visas
Generally not required for stays up to  

90 days. 

Money
ATMs widely available, but complex local 
rules sometimes impose low daily limits 

or reject foreign cards. Credit cards widely 
accepted in shops, hotels and midrange 

and top-end restaurants.

Mobile Phones
Malaysia is on a GSM and 3G and 4G 

network. Local SIM cards work on most 
phones and can be purchased at the airport

Time
MYT (Malaysia Time; UTC/GMT plus  

eight hours)

Plugs & Adaptors
Plugs have three square pins; electrical 

current is 220/230V. Most visitors will require 
an adaptor and possibly a transformer. 

Tipping
Small change on bill often left at restaurants. 

Tipping for extra service from hotel porters and 
taxi drivers is common and appreciated. 

Arriving in  
Kuala Lumpur

Most international visitors arrive at Kuala 
Lumpur International Airport (www.klia.
com.my), the city’s primary air transport 
hub. There are two terminals: KLIA II is the 
low-cost carrier terminal (such as for Air 
Asia). The airport is about 50km south of the 
city centre. 

A From Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport (KLIA)

Destination Best Transport
KL Sentral KLIA Ekspres,  

airport express bus

Chinatown KLIA Ekspres (then 
transfer to LRT), 
airport bus to 
Puduraya

KLCC KLIA Ekspres (then 
transfer to LRT), taxi

A At the Airport
Kuala Lumpur International Airport Both 
KLIA I and II have ATMs and moneychanging 
facilities and loads of shops and restaurants. 
After immigration there are duty-free stores, 
telecom shops where you can purchase local 
SIM cards, and stands for purchasing taxi, 
train and bus coupons. Note some buses run 
to city hotels before their final destination 
at KL Sentral. Also be aware that the walk 
through KLIA II to immigration is exception-
ally long; make use of the shuttle cars if 
needed.

Getting Around
KL’s public transport can usually get you to 
the general area you want to go. From there 
walking or taking a taxi is best. The tourist 
buses are also very handy.

J Tourist Bus
KL Hop-On Hop-Off buses (www.myhopon-
hopoff.com) stop at all major attractions, 
malls and hotels in the city. Buses run 
frequently, and day and multiday passes 
are available. The buses are one of the most 
popular, hassle-free ways to see the sights, 
though between 4pm and 6pm they are very 
crowded. 

L LRT, Komuter Train & Monorail
Together these three systems form a decent 
network for getting around the city, though 
they aren’t well integrated at the stations 
they share. The monorail (www.myrapid.com.
my) runs through the heart of the city and 
connects many of the top tourist sites and 
areas. The LRT (Light Rapid Transit; www.my-
rapid.com.my), KL’s metro, is good for trips 
into the suburbs, while the KTM Komuter 
Train (www.ktmkomuter.com.my) will whisk 
you out to Batu Caves and close to FRIM. 

K Taxi
Taxis are cheap and ubiquitous except when 
it rains. However, drivers have a bad reputa-
tion and in tourist areas overcharging is rife: 
use a taxi booking smartphone app such as 
MyTeksi. Most shopping malls also have a taxi 
stand for safe hassle-free bookings. 

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than RM150 

  Dorm beds RM30–45

  Hawker stalls or food courts RM6–12

  Visit one pricier big sight every two days

Midrange RM150-400 
  Double room in boutique hotel RM120–200

  Visit sights by tour bus to avoid taxi hassles

  Meal with two beers at local restaurants 
RM40–60

Top End more than RM400 
  Double room at colonial mansion from RM600

  Fine dining on ethnic or Western cuisine 
RM350 plus

Useful Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/ 
kuala-lumpur) Destination information, hotel 
booking, traveller forum and more. 

Visit KL (www.klcitygallery.com) Good tourist 
authority website. 

TimeOut Kuala Lumpur (www.timeout.com/
kuala-lumpur) Excellent insider coverage of 
local life, attractions, restaurants and bars.

Malaysian Insider (www.themalaysianin-
sider.com) A non-censored online-only news 
outlet for the scoop on politics and culture. 

Advance Planning
Three months before Book hotel if coming 
in summer months or during one of the 
many public holidays.

One month before Check Pusaka (www.
facebook.com/pages/Pusaka) and tourism 
and temple websites for festivals.

One week before Book a ticket online for 
the Petronas Towers, and make reservations 
for top-end restaurants or bars.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know 

Need to Know  1716

 Cash advances on 
credit cards at major 
banks are possible. 

Tipping

 In better restaurants 
expect a 10% service fee. 
In casual places locals 
often leave the change 
after paying. 

 Tip taxi drivers who 
help with your bags, 
porters in hotels (couple 
of RM per bag) and 
housekeeping (couple of 
RM per day).

Travellers Cheques  
& Cash

 Malaysian banks will 
exchange cash and 
travellers cheques 
and there are plenty of 
moneychangers about. 
Banks usually charge a 
commission for cashing 
cheques (around RM10 
per transaction, with a 
possible extra fee for 
each cheque), whereas 
moneychangers have no 
charges but their rates 
are more variable.

 All major brands of 
travellers cheques are 
accepted. Cash in major 
currencies is also readily 
exchanged, though the 
US dollar has a slight 
edge.

Taxes
A GST (goods and 
services tax) of 6% will 
be implemented in April 
2015. The 10% service 
fee added to meals, hotel 
rooms and other services 
at midrange to top-end 
places is likely to remain. 
This fee (which is not a 
tax) is often expressed 
as ‘++’ next to the price. 
Tourists are expected to 
be able to apply for a GST 
refund on goods taken 
out of the country. 

Public Holidays
As well as fixed secular 
holidays, various reli-
gious festivals (which 
change dates annually) 
are national holidays. 
These include Chinese 
New Year (January/

February), the Hindu 
festival of Deepavali 
(October/November), 
the Buddhist festival of 
Wesak (April/May) and 
the Muslim festivals 
of Hari Raya Haji, Hari 
Raya Puasa, Mawlid al-
Nabi and Awal Muharram 
(Muslim New Year).

Fixed annual holidays 
include the following:

New Year’s Day 1 January

Federal Territory Day  
1 February

Labor Day 1 May

Yang di-Pertuan  
Agong’s (Kings) Birth-
day 1st Saturday in June

National Day (Hari 
Kebang-saan) 31 August

Christmas Day  
25 December

obvious and you can, as 
the name suggests, get 

single ticket. Tickets are 
valid for 24 or 48 hours 

can purchase online or 
directly on the bus. 

 Go KL City Bus is a 
free bus service that is 
run by Rapid KL (www.
myrapid.com.my). It’s good 
for getting around the city 
between neighbourhoods. 

Essential 
Information

Business Hours
Banks 10am to 3pm 
Monday to Friday, 
9.30am to 11.30am 
Saturday.

Restaurants Noon to 
2.30pm and 6pm to 
10.30pm.

Shops 9.30am to 7pm, 
malls 10am to 10pm, usu-
ally closed either Monday 
or Tuesday.

Bars 5pm to 1am Sunday 
to Thursday, to 3am 
Friday and Saturday.

Clubs 9pm to 3am 
Tuesday or Wednesday to 
Saturday.

Discount Cards
Some top-end shop-
ping malls offer select 
discounts if you register 
with your passport at the 
information desk.

Electricity

240V/50Hz

Emergency
Fire %994

Police & Ambulance 
%999 (also %112 from 
cell phone)

Tourist Police %2166 
8322

Money
The basic unit of 
Malaysian money is the 
ringgit (RM), which is 
comprised of 100 sens. 
Coins in use are 1 sen, 5 
sen, 10 sen, 20 sen and 
50 sen; notes are RM1, 
RM5, RM10, RM50 and 
RM100.

ATMs
Most banks and shop-
ping malls provide 
international ATMs linked 
to international banking 
networks such as Cirrus, 
Maestro and Plus. Your 
best bet are Maybank 
and HSBC ATMs, but 
note it’s common for 
cards not to be accepted 
in some ATM machines, 
or for your daily limit to 
be less than at home. Ide-
ally bring two cards with 
you and some cash (or 
even travellers cheques). 
Also check with your 
home bank about its 
reciprocal relationships 
with Malaysian banks.

Credit Cards

 Credit cards are widely 
accepted, though at small 
shops and restaurants 
it’s usually cash only. Visa 
followed by MasterCard 
and AMEX are the most 
widely accepted credit 
cards. 

Managing Kuala Lumpur’s 
Many Holidays
Malaysia has a full roster of public holidays and 
during Ramadan, Deepavali and Chinese New 
Year there is a festive atmosphere about town, 
much like Christmas in the West. Be aware that 
hotels and transport can be booked solid, and 
restaurants, banks, museums and other tourist 
attractions closed during these times. ATMs 
may also be short on cash (before Ramadan is 
particularly bad for withdrawals). The city never 
entirely shuts down, and when one ethnic group 
is off celebrating, another will usually take the 
slack. During Chinese New Year, for example, 
many Chinese go to Little India to eat. 
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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Lonely Planet’s 
 Kuala Lumpur 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas 
to experience the real  Kuala 
Lumpur .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Petaling Street Market (p79)
LAURIE NOBLE/GETTY IMAGES ©

Kuala Lumpur Top Sights ..........................................8

Kuala Lumpur Local Life ......................................... 12

Kuala Lumpur Day Planner ..................................... 14

Need to Know ............................................................ 16

Kuala Lumpur Neighbourhoods ............................. 18

Welcome to 
Kuala Lumpur 

 Glitzy malls rub shoulders with street markets, gleaming 
skyscrapers loom over colonial buildings, and world-class 
restaurants vie for patronage with bustling open-air satay 
stands: Kuala Lumpur may be racing toward the future, 
but its rich cultural heritage refuses to be left behind. From 
steaming bowls of asam laksa to sinfully sweet morsels of 
kueh, the very best part is its legendary food. 

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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 Petronas Towers (p42)
 It’s impossible to resist the magnetic allure of these 452m-high structures, 
embodiment of Malaysia’s transformation into a modern nation. The views 
both from and of the towers are equally riveting. 
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 Tun Abdul Razak Heritage Park (p100)
 Better known as the Lake Gardens, this is KL’s major green space, with a 
day’s worth of sights including botanical gardens, a bird park and a host of 
surrounding museums and colonial architecture. 

 Merdeka Square 
(p62)
 There is nowhere better 
in KL to soak up its 
British colonial past, 
including its Mughal-
inspired architecture, 
than around this former 
cricket green which first 
saw the raising of the 
Malaysian flag in 1957.
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