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International Airport
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Atatürk International Airport

Sabiha Gökçen International Airport

Getting Around

U Tram

N Ferry

K Taxi

m Metro

U Funicular

J Bus

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than €60 

  

  

  

Midrange €60–€200 
  

  Lokanta

  Meyhane

Top end more than €200 
  

  

  

Useful Websites

Yabangee

Lonely Planet

Advance Planning
Three months before

Two months before

Two weeks before

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  

A series of mad, sad and 
downright bad sultans 
lived in this pavilion-
style palace during the 
glory days of the Otto-
man Empire. Remind-
ers of their privileged 
lifestyles are everywhere 
to be seen.

A ferry trip down the 
mighty Bosphorus strait 
showcases a passing pa-
rade of mosques, palaces 
and mansions on both 
the Asian and European 
shores.

Sometimes described as 
the world’s oldest and 
most evocative shopping 
mall, this colourful and 
chaotic covered market 

Old City and one of 
its most atmospheric 
 destinations.

History resonates when you visit this majestic basilica. Built in the 6th century 
AD, its remarkable features include a massive dome and a stunning collection 
of Byzantine mosaic portraits.
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Arasta Bazaar
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1560 and is now home 
to an organisation 
supporting traditional 
handicrafts.

5 

Head towards busy 
Alemdar Caddesi and 
then veer left to reach 
the Hippodrome (p). 
Walk its length and then 

Katip Sinan Cami Sokak 
until you reach this 
splendid Ottoman-era 
mosque, which has an 
interior adorned with 

6 

you’ll soon arrive at 
Küçük Ayasofya Cad-
desi, home to Little 
Aya Sofya (p), one of 
the most beautiful 

the city.

7
Walk east along Küçük 
Ayasofya Caddesi and 
continue left up the 
hill at Aksakal Caddesi. 
At the crest is the only 
remaining built section 

of the Hippodrome, the 
Sphendone. Opposite 
is a huge carpet shop 

cistern in its basement. 

8 
Continue along 
Nakilbent Sokak, then 

left into Küçük Ayasofya 
Caddesi and continuing 
straight ahead to the 

row of shops once part 
kül-

liye (mosque complex). 

2
Despite spending the majority of their time in or 
around Sultanahmet, most visitors see little of 
this historic district other than their hotel and the 
major monuments. This walk will take you off the 
well-worn tourist routes and introduce some lesser-
known Ottoman and Byzantine sights.

 Sultanahmet Park; USultanahmet

 Arasta Bazaar; USultanahmet

 2.3km; two hours

5
There are plenty of tea and coffee options in this 

Medresesi Çay Bahçesi (), set in the tranquil court-
yard of the historic medrese (theological school) of 
the same name.

1  

Start the walk at Aya 

Sofya Sq), turning left 
into Kabasakal Caddesi 
to visit these splendid 
Ottoman tombs (p), the 
final resting places of 
five sultans.

2 

This exquisite rococo-
style fountain kiosk 

cold drinks of water and 
 (sweet cordial) to 

thirsty travellers.

3 

Veer down this pictur-
esque cobbled street (p), 
which is home to re-
created Ottoman timber 
houses and a restored 

4

Turn left into Caferiye 
Sokak to visit this lovely 
little medrese (theologi-
cal school) tucked away 
in the shadows of Aya 
Sofya. Commissioned 

-
nificent’s chief black 
eunuch, it was built in 
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Best Walks

 Sultanahmet Saunter  115114

 
minutes from 6am to 
midnight. 

 jetons 
(transport tokens) are 
available from machines 
on every tram stop.

Funicular
y Best for... The steep 
uphill climb from all tram 

 A funicular saves pas-
sengers the steep walk 

Tünel, the three-minute 

 Another funicular 

tram stop with the 
metro  station at Taksim 

operates between 6am 
to midnight and jetons 

Ferry
y Best for… Sightsee-
ing and travelling on the 
Bosphorus and Golden 
Horn (Haliç). 

 The main ferry docks 
are at the mouth of the 
Golden Horn (Eminönü 
and Karaköy) and at 

-
tres northeast of Galata 

Bridge, near Dolmabahçe 
Palace. There are also 

and Üsküdar on the Asian 
(Anatolian) side. Ferries 
travel many routes around 
the city, but the following 
routes are those com-
monly used by travellers:

 Eminönü–Anadolu 

per day.

 

 

 

 

 The 

Sunday.

 Jetons
trips and it’s possible to 

routes except the Bos-
phorus tours. The main 
ferry company is 

 
 
, but Turyol and 

Dentur Avraysa also 

and services between 
the European and Asian 
shores.

y  For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see.

-

 -
 

 %  
 is 

-
 

(international terminal) 
and  (domestic 
terminal) are side by side. 

 
from the airport to Sul-

 

between the airport and 
Zeytinburnu, from where 
it’s easy to connect with 

-
ahmet, Eminönü and 

The metro station is on 

beneath the international 
departures hall – follow 
the ‘Metro/Subway’ signs 
down the escalators and 
through the underground 
walkway. Services depart 

or so from 6am to 
midnight. The entire trip 

minutes to Sultanahmet, 

Taksim.

 If you’re staying in 

travels between the 
-

one hour, depending on 

 -
 

 
%  -

of Sultanahmet, on the 
Asian side of the city, and 
is popular with cut-price 
European carriers. 

 A taxi costs around 

 

the airport to Taksim 

The trip takes approxi-

you’re heading towards 
Sultanahmet, you’ll then 
need to take the funicular 

There’s also a service to 

Around

Tram
y Best for… Travelling 
between Sultanahmet and 

 An excellent  
(tramway) service runs 

west, to Zeytinburnu 
(where it connects with 
the metro from the 
airport) and onto Sultan-
ahmet and Eminönü. It 
then crosses the Galata 
Bridge to Karaköy (to 
connect with the Tünel) 

-
nect with the funicular 

A second service runs 

Sultanahmet on the same 

Rechargeable 
used on most trams, ferries, buses and metro 
services, and offer a considerable discount on 
fares. They can also be used to pay for fares for 
more than one traveller (one swipe per person 
per ride).

The cards can be purchased from machines 
at metro and funicular stations for a nonrefund-

you buy yours from a street kiosk near a tram or 

-

ferry docks, metro and bus stations. 

Getting Around  141  Survival Guide
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Dolmabahçe
Palace

Topkapı
Palace

İstanbul
Modern

The Bosphorus

Aya Sofya & 
Sultanahmet
(p22)
The famous Byzantine 
basilica is only one of 
many extraordinary 
museums and 
monuments in this 
ancient area.

Top SightsE
Aya Sofya
Blue Mosque
Basilica Cistern

Dolmabahçe Palace 
& Ortaköy (p98)
Opulent Ottoman 
palaces and 
ultrafashionable 
nightclubs can be found 
along this privileged and 
picturesque stretch of 
the Bosphorus shore.

Top SightE
Dolmabahçe Palace

Topkapı Palace & 
Eminönü (p40)
A profusion of parks, 
pavilions, museums and 
scenic viewpoints gives 
this former stamping 
ground of the Ottoman 
sultans its unique allure.

Top SightsE
Topkapı Palace
İstanbul Archaeology 
Museums
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Basilica
Cistern

Grand
Bazaar

İstiklal
Caddesi

Blue
Mosque

Süleymaniye
Mosque

Aya
Sofya

İstanbul
Archaeology

Museums

Kariye Museum
(Chora Church)

Grand Bazaar & 
the Bazaar District 
(p54)
A walk through this 
beguiling district 
features historic bazaars, 
chaotic local shopping 
streets and stunning 
imperial mosques.

Top SightsE
Grand Bazaar
Süleymaniye Mosque

İstiklal Caddesi & 
Beyoğlu (p76)
Dominated by İstiklal, the 
city’s most famous 
boulevard, this 
high-octane neighbour-
hood hosts the best 
eating, drinking and 
entertainment options.

Top SightsE
İstiklal Caddesi
İstanbul Modern

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Kariye Museum 
(Chora Church)
The Bosphorus

Neighbourhoods  1918

Karaköy Fish Market (p83)

Ortaköy waterfront (p102)
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Between the 
Bazaars

 Local shopping
 Historic buildings

The winding streets link-
ing the historic Grand 
and Spice Bazaars are 

every day of the week ex-

description here for 

no sign of moving their 

some exploration of the 

An Afternoon in & 
Around Galata

 Fashionable boutiques
 Byzantine heritage

-
trict of Galata melds his-
toric credentials (intact 

with some of the city’s 

market and tradesman 

spent wandering here will 

Weekend Wander in 
Ortaköy

 Snack and market stalls
 Bosphorus views

Ortaköy makes the most 
of its magnificent Bos-

one of the city’s prettiest 

to crowds of locals on 

handicrafts market and 

Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local:

Local Life

Local Life  1312

Byzantine Sights
Little Aya Sofya Built 
by order of the Emperor 
Justinian and now func-
tioning as a mosque. (p)

Tombs
Aya Sofya Tombs Otto-
man tiles, calligraphy and 
decorative paintwork. (p)

Tomb of Sultan 
Ahmet I Decorated with 

tiles. ()

Tombs of Süleyman & 
Roxelana Superb 16th-
century tiles and stained 
glass. ()

Galleries & 
Museums
ARTER One of the 
most prestigious art 
venues in town, with an 
international exhibition 
program. (p)

SALT Exciting cultural 

and Galata (p).

Carpet Museum 
 Allowed free admission 
at the time of research, 
although a fee may be 
levied in future. (p)

Pera Museum Free 
admission every Friday 
between 6pm and 10pm; 
Wednesdays also free for 
students. (p)

Bazaars & Markets
Grand Bazaar One of the 
world’s oldest and most 
atmospheric shopping 
malls. (p)

Spice Bazaar Join the 
crowds at this ancient 
marketplace near the 
Eminönü docks. (p)

historic produce market 
sells much more than 

 (fish). ()

 
The catch of the day is 
sold on the shore of the 
Golden Horn. ()

 Fresh 
produce market in Fatih 
where local  
(women) do their daily 
shopping. ()

Best for Toddlers
Gülhane Park Play-
ground equipment and 
plenty of open space. (p)

Hippodrome Loads 
of open space to run 
around in. (p)

Ferry Trips Little ones 
love climbing aboard the 
city’s fleet of ferries. ()

Best for Bigger 
Kids
Bosphorus Cruise Spot 
monuments from both 
sides of the boat. ()

 Kids love 
castles! Just be careful 
that junior knights and 
princesses don’t go too 
close to the edge on the 
battlements. (p)

Basilica Cistern It’s 
creepy (way cool), and 

kids can explore the 
walkways suspended 
over the water. (p)

 Cakes, 
pastries and ice cream. 
Yum. (p)

Best for Teenagers
 Plenty 

of exhibits – including 
lots of multimedia – that 
will amuse and engage. 
(p)
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blow their meagre budgets if they headed this 
way today. Fortunately, the ever-increasing price 
of hotel rooms, transport and meals is counter-
balanced by an array of top-drawer sights that 
can be visited at no cost. These include galleries, 
museums, churches, mosques and tombs.

For Free
Best

y Top Tips
 Children under 12 

years receive free or 
discounted entry to 
most museums and 
monuments.

 Kids under seven 
travel free on public 
transport.

 Most pavements 
are cobbled, so 
strollers aren’t very 
useful – bring a 
backpack carrier 
instead.
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If you’re after a family-friendly city break, 

might whinge about the number of mosques and 
museums on the daily itinerary, but they’ll be 
quickly appeased by the fantastic baklava,  
(Turkish delight) and  (ice cream) to 
be sampled, not to mention the castles, under-
ground cisterns and parks to be explored.

For Kids
Best

 Best For Free  135134  Best For Kids

Bars Afternoon to early 
morning

Electricity

230V/50Hz

 (%  

Fire (%  

 (%  

 (%
  

Money
 The currency is the Türk 

 ATMS are widely 
 available.

 Most hotels, car-
rental agencies, shops, 
pharmacies, enter-
tainment venues and 
restaurants accept Visa 

isn’t as widely accepted 
and Diners is often not 
accepted. Inexpensive 
eateries usually accept 
cash only.

 -
sus (exchange bureaux) 
in the arrivals halls of the 
international airports 

rates.

  restaurants 
-

New Year’s Day
 January

 

Commemoration of 

Day
Victory Day

 29 October

Religious festivals are 
celebrated according to 
the Muslim lunar Hejira 

are also public holidays. 

day festival at the end of 

most important religious 
holiday of the year, is a 
four-day festival whose 
dates change each year. 
During these festivals, 
banks and offices are 
closed and hotels, buses, 
trains and planes are 
heavily booked.

Taxi
y Best for… Travelling at 
night or if you are short 
on time. 

 Taxi rates are very 
reasonable (from Sultan-

and there are no evening 
surcharges. 

 Ignore taxi drivers who 

these are much higher 
than you’d pay using the 

taxi drivers waiting for 
fares next to Aya Sofya 

 Note that few of the 
city’s taxis have seatbelts. 

 If you take a taxi over 
either of the Bosphorus 
bridges it’s your respon-
sibility to cover the toll 

add this to the fare.

Metro
y Best for… Trips to the 
airport. 

 Metro services leave 

between 6am and mid-
night. Jetons
to www.istanbul-ulasim.
com.tr for maps of the 
metro network.

 
Aksaray with the airport, 

including the  (main 
bus station) along the 
way. There are plans to 
add a link between Ak-

-
west of Sultanahmet.

 The M2 connects 

stopping at three sta-
tions along the way: 

new bridge across the 

From Taksim, another 
service travels northeast 

stations.

 A fourth line known as 
the Marmaray connects 

side. This travels via a 
tunnel under the Sea 
of Marmara, stopping 

Üsküdar en route and 

metro running between 

Bus
y Best for… Exploring 
the Bosphorus villages. 

 The major  (bus) 
stations are at Taksim 

 Most services run be-

 You must have an 

boarding.

 For bus timetables and 
route details, see the 
website of the 

 

 . 

Essential 

Business Hours
y  Final entry to 
most museums is gener-
ally an hour before the 

have cited the former 
time in our reviews.
Opening hours vary wildly 
across businesses and 

following is a very general 
guide:

 

to Friday

 9am to 6pm 
Monday to Saturday

 

 If you plan to visit three or more museums, 
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  İstanbul 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 İstanbul 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

 İstanbul ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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 For reviews see
   Top Sights p104
   Sights p112
   Eating p113
   Drinking p114
   Entertainment p115
   Shopping p116

1

28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   28 19/08/2011   11:08:57 AM

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   33 19/08/2011   11:09:12 AM
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Lonely Planet’s 
 İstanbul 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  İstanbul .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Food stalls near the New Mosque (p66)
MATT MUNRO/LONELY PLANET ©
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Welcome to 
İstanbul

In İstanbul, extraordinary experiences are found around 
every corner. Here, dervishes whirl, müezzins call from min-
arets and people move between continents multiple times 
a day. Home to millennia-old monuments and cutting-edge 
art galleries (sometimes in the same block), it’s a destina-
tion where eating, drinking and dancing are local priorities, 
and where everyone is welcome to join the party.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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 Aya Sofya (p24)
 History resonates when you visit this majestic basilica. Built in the 6th century 
AD, its remarkable features include a massive dome and a stunning collection 
of Byzantine mosaic portraits.
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Topkapı Palace 
(p42)
 A series of mad, sad and 
downright bad sultans 
lived in this pavilion-
style palace during the 
glory days of the Otto-
man Empire. Remind-
ers of their privileged 
lifestyles are everywhere 
to be seen.

The Bosphorus 
(p108)
 A ferry trip down the 
mighty Bosphorus strait 
showcases a passing pa-
rade of mosques, palaces 
and mansions on both 
the Asian and European 
shores.

Grand Bazaar 
(p56)
 Sometimes described as 
the world’s oldest and 
most evocative shopping 
mall, this colourful and 
chaotic covered market 
is the heart of İstanbul’s 
Old City and one of 
its most atmospheric 
 destinations.
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Kariye Museum 
(Chora Church; p74)
Great things can come in small 
packages. This diminutive Byzantine 
church is made extraordinary by vir-
tue of its interior, which is crammed 
with exquisite mosaics and frescoes.

İstanbul Archaeology 
Museums (p46)
 An eclectic and exhilarating collec-
tion of antiquities, classical sculpture, 
Ottoman tilework and Byzantine ar-
tefacts is showcased at this museum 
complex next to Topkapı Palace.

Süleymaniye Mosque 
(p60)
 Truly deserving the tag ‘living his-
tory’, this imperial mosque atop the 
city’s fourth hill is one of few that 
has retained, restored and creatively 
reused its original outbuildings.

İstiklal Caddesi (p78)
 A promenade down this pedestri-
anised 19th-century boulevard is 
the quintessential İstanbul experi-
ence, offering a colourful snapshot 
of local life.
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İstanbul Modern (p80)
 İstanbul has one of the most 
exciting contemporary art scenes 
in the world, and this gallery 
housed in a converted shipping 
warehouse on the Bosphorus is its 
pre-eminent venue. (Below: False 
Ceiling by Richard Wentworth)

Dolmabahçe Palace 
(p100)
 This palace on the Bosphorus shore – 
built as the Ottoman Empire’s power 
waned but making no concessions to 
this fact – gives a fascinating glimpse 
into the artificial lives and ostenta-
tious taste of the sultans.

Basilica Cistern (p30)
 Both architectural tour de force 
and virtuosic engineering feat, 
this evocatively lit underground 
cistern is one of İstanbul’s most 
mysterious and magnificent Byz-
antine monuments.

Blue Mosque (p28)
 Beloved of tourists and locals alike, 
the most photogenic of İstanbul’s 
imperial mosques is also one of 
the busiest places of worship in 
the city.
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Between the 
Bazaars (p62)

  Local shopping
  Historic buildings

The winding streets link-
ing the historic Grand 
and Spice Bazaars are 
crammed with İstanbullus 
every day of the week ex-
cept Sunday. Locals have 
purchased provisions, 
outfitted themselves and 
stocked up on household 
goods of every possible 
description here for 
centuries, and most show 
no sign of moving their 
custom to the soulless 
shopping malls found in 
the suburbs. Celebrate 
this fact by punctuating 
your visit to İstanbul with 
some exploration of the 
bazaars.

An Afternoon in 
& Around Galata 
(p82)

  Fashionable boutiques
  Byzantine heritage

Lying in the shadow of its 
medieval tower, the dis-
trict of Galata melds his-
toric credentials (intact 
19th-century streetscapes 
and buildings, Byzantine 
towers and churches) 
with some of the city’s 
best boutiques, a growing 
avant-garde arts scene, 
and a bustling fish 
market and tradesman 
enclave. An afternoon 
spent wandering here will 
give you glimpses into 
İstanbul’s multifaceted 
lifestyle. 

Weekend Wander in 
Ortaköy (p102)

  Snack and market stalls
  Bosphorus views

A former fishing village, 
Ortaköy makes the most 
of its magnificent Bos-
phorus location. Centred 
on a waterside square 
full of eateries and cafes, 
the suburb is home to 
one of the city’s prettiest 
mosques and plays host 
to crowds of locals on 
weekends, who flock 
here to promenade, take 
ferry cruises, snack on 
local fast foods, browse 
the stalls of the Sunday 
handicrafts market and 
drink in the bars and 
cafes.

İstanbul’s 14 million residents enjoy an exhilarating lifestyle that is crammed with 
culture, against the backdrop of history and underpinned by family and faith. Head 
to their neighbourhoods, mosques, shops and cafes to see what makes life here so 
special.

 İstanbul 
Local Life  

12
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