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Dolmabahçe
Palace

Topkapı
Palace

İstanbul
Modern

Aya Sofya & 
Sultanahmet
(p22)
The famous Byzantine 
basilica is only one of 
many extraordinary 
museums and 
monuments in this 
ancient area.

Top SightsE
Aya Sofya
Blue Mosque
Basilica Cistern

Dolmabahçe Palace 
& Ortaköy (p98)
Opulent Ottoman 
palaces and 
ultrafashionable 
nightclubs can be found 
along this privileged and 
picturesque stretch of 
the Bosphorus shore.

Top SightE
Dolmabahçe Palace

Topkapı Palace & 
Eminönü (p40)
A profusion of parks, 
pavilions, museums and 
scenic viewpoints gives 
this former stamping 
ground of the Ottoman 
sultans its unique allure.

Top SightsE
Topkapı Palace
İstanbul Archaeology 
Museums
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EKariye Museum
(Chora Church)

Basilica
Cistern

Grand
Bazaar

İstiklal
Caddesi

Blue
Mosque

Süleymaniye
Mosque

Aya
Sofya

İstanbul
Archaeology

Museums
Grand Bazaar & 
the Bazaar District 
(p54)
A walk through this 
beguiling district 
features historic bazaars, 
chaotic local shopping 
streets and stunning 
imperial mosques.

Top SightsE
Grand Bazaar
Süleymaniye Mosque

İstiklal Caddesi & 
Beyoğlu (p76)
Dominated by İstiklal, the 
city’s most famous 
boulevard, this 
high-octane neighbour-
hood hosts the best 
eating, drinking and 
entertainment options.

Top SightsE
İstiklal Caddesi
İstanbul Modern

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Kariye Museum 
(Chora Church)
The Bosphorus

 Neighbourhoods
 stanbul 
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 For more information,
see Survival Guide (p 133 )

 Currency
 Türk Liras  (Turkish Lira; )

 Language
 Turkish

 Visas
 Not required for some European 

nationalities; most other nationalities can 
obtain a 90-day visa on arrival.

 Money
 ATMs are widely available. Credit cards 
are accepted at most shops, hotels and 

upmarket restaurants.

 Mobile Phones
 Most European and Australasian phones 

can be used here, but some North 
American phones can’t. Check with your 

provider. 

  Time
 Eastern European time (UTC/GMT plus two 
hours November to March; plus three hours 

April to October).

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs have two round pins; electrical current 

is 230V. North American and Australasian 
visitors will require an adaptor.

    Tipping
 10% is usual in most restaurants. Round taxi 

fares up to the nearest lira.

 Getting Around
 stanbul has an extensive and generally 
efficient public transport system that will 
get even better with the new train lines 
and stations being delivered by the multi-
billion-euro Marmaray (www.marmaray.com) 
project. When using public transport, you will 
save time, money and hassle by purchasing 
a rechargeable stanbulkart transport card 
(see p 137 ).

 U Tram
 Services run from Ba c lar, in the city’s 
west, to Kabata , near Taksim Sq in Beyo lu, 
stopping at stations including Zeytinburnu 
(to connect with the airport metro), Beyaz t-
Kapal  Çar  (Grand Bazaar), Sultanahmet, 
Karaköy and Eminönü en route.

 N Ferry
 Boats travel between the Asian and Euro-
pean shores, up and down the Golden Horn 
(Haliç), and along and across the Bosphorus. 

 K Taxi
 Inexpensive and plentiful.

m Metro
 One line connects Aksaray with the airport. 
Another connects i hane, near Tünel Sq in 
Beyo lu, with Taksim Sq and the commercial 
and residential districts to its northeast.

 Funicular
 These make the trip from the tramline up to 
stiklal Caddesi in Beyo lu easy. One con-

nects Karaköy with Tünel; the other connects 
Kabata  with Taksim Sq.

 J Bus
 The lines following the Bosphorus shoreline 
are of most interest to travellers. Be warned 
that trips are long and buses are crowded.

  Arriving in stanbul
 Two international airports service the city: 
Atatürk International Airport (IST, Atatürk 
Haval man ; %212-463 3000; www.
ataturkairport.com) and Sabiha Gökçen 
International Airport (SAW, Sabiha Gökçen 
Haval man ; %216-588 8888; www.sgair-
port.com). At the time of research, only 
one international train service – the daily 
Bosfor/Balkan Ekspresi between stanbul 
and Bucharest, Sofia and Belgrade – was 
operating in and out of stanbul. 

 A From Atatürk 
International Airport

 Destination Best Transport
 Sultanahmet  Metro & tram

 Beyo lu Havata  Airport Bus

 Bosphorus suburbs  Taxi

 A From Sabiha Gökçen 
International Airport

 Destination Best Transport
 Sultanahmet Taxi

 Beyo lu Havata  Airport Bus

 Bosphorus suburbs Taxi

 A At the Airports
 Atatürk International Airport There are 
ATMs, car-hire and accommodation booking 
desks, exchange bureaux, a 24-hour phar-
macy, a left-luggage office and a PTT (post 
office) in the international arrivals hall. There 
is also a tourist information desk supplying 
maps, advice and brochures. 

 Sabiha Gökçen International Airport There 
are ATMs, car-hire and accommodation 
booking desks, exchange bureaux, a mini-
market, a left-luggage office and a PTT in the 
international arrivals hall.

 Your  Daily  Budget
 Budget less than €60 

   Dorm beds €13–20

   Kebap or pide dinner €9

   Beer at a neighbourhood bar €4

 Midrange €60–200 
   Double room from €70

   Lokanta lunch €12

   Meyhane dinner with wine €35

 Top end more than €200 
   Double room from €180

   Restaurant dinner with wine €45

   Cocktail in a rooftop bar €10

 Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
istanbul) Destination information, traveller 
forum and more.

 stanbul Beat (www.istanbulbeatblog.com) 
Listings-based blog.

 Cornucopia (www.cornucopia.net) Arts diary 
plus exhibitions listings and blogs.

 Turkey Travel Planner (www.turkeytravel
planner.com) Useful travel information.

 Advance Planning
   Three months before If you’re travelling 

in spring, autumn or over Christmas, book 
your hotel as far in advance as possible. 

   Two months before stanbul’s big-ticket 
festivals and concerts sell out fast; book 
tickets online at Biletix (www.biletix.com).

   Two weeks before Ask your hotel to 
make dinner reservations.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Insider tips to help you  nd the real city

 Spice  Bazaar (p66)
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 stanbul’s 14 million residents enjoy an exhilarating lifestyle that is crammed with 
culture, backdropped by history and underpinned by family and faith. Head to their 
neighbourhoods, mosques, shops and cafes to see what makes life here so special.

 Between the 
Bazaars (p 62 )

  Local shopping
  Historic buildings

 The winding streets link-
ing the historic Grand 
and Spice Bazaars are 
crowded, colourful and 
cacophanous on every 
day of the week except 
Sunday. Locals have 
purchased provisions, 
outfitted themselves and 
stocked up on household 
goods of every possible 
description here for 
centuries, and most show 
no sign of moving their 
custom to the soulless 
shopping malls found in 
the suburbs. Celebrate 
this fact by punctuating 
your visit to the  bazaars 
with some exploration 
here.

 An Afternoon in 
 Galata (p 82 )

  Fashion boutiques
  Designer homeware shops

 Lying in the shadow of 
its medieval tower, the 
district of Galata melds 
its historic credentials 
(intact 19th-century 
streetscapes and church-
es, even older mosques 
and fortifications) with 
the city’s best boutiques 
and an ever-growing 
avant-garde arts scene. 
An afternoon spent 
wandering, shopping and 
gallery-hopping will give 
you a seductive taste of 
bohemian life, stanbullu 
style. 

 Weekend Wander in 
 Ortaköy (p 102 )

  Snack and market stalls
  Bosphorus views

 A former fishing village, 
Ortaköy makes the most 
of its magnificent Bos-
phorus location. Centred 
on a waterside square 
full of eateries and cafes, 
the suburb is home to 
one of the city’s prettiest 
mosques and plays host 
to crowds of locals on 
weekends, who flock 
here to promenade, take 
ferry cruises, snack on 
local fast foods, browse 
the stalls of the Sunday 
handicrafts market and 
drink in the bars and 
cafes. A
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  Nargile (water pipe) cafe

 Other great places 
and ways to experi-
ence the city like a 
local:

 Manda Batmaz (p 92 )

 Türkü Evleri (p 96 )

 Fish Sandwiches (p 68 )

 Hazzo Pulo Çay 
Bahçesi (p 93 )

 Hocapa a Sokak (p 51 )

 Yeni Marmara (p 38 ) 

   Local Life
 stanbul 

Local Life  1312

 y� Top Tips
  The museum is at 

its busiest  rst thing in 
the morning and in the 
mid-afternoon, when 
tour groups descend 
en masse. Visit during 
lunchtime or late in the 
day to avoid the crowds 
and long ticket queue.

  Bypass the ticket 
queue by prepurchasing 
a Museum Pass stanbul 
(p 140 ).

  Bring binoculars if you 
want to properly view the 
mosaic portraits in the 
apse and under the dome.

  Visit the nave  rst 
(entering through the 
Imperial Door), followed 
by the upstairs galleries.

 Hours vary; see the 
website for details.

 5 � Take a Break
 Retreat to the tranquil 
courtyard at nearby 
Ye il Ev (p 37 ) hotel to 
escape the crowds and 
enjoy a drink or light 
lunch.

 The Cihannüma (p 51 ) 
restaurant in the And 
Hotel offers tasty 
food and spectacular 
views.

 Don’t Miss
 Imperial Door
  The main entrance into the nave is crowned with 
a mosaic of Christ as Pantocrator (Ruler of All). 
Christ holds a book that carries the inscription 
‘Peace be With You. I am the Light of the World’ 
and is flanked by the Virgin Mary and the Arch-
angel Gabriel. At his feet an emperor (probably 
Leo VI) prostrates himself. 

 Nave
  Made ‘transparent’ by its profusion of windows 
and columned arcades, Aya Sofya’s nave is as 
visually arresting as it is enormous. The chande-
liers hanging low above the floor are Ottoman 
additions, as are the 19th-century medallions 
inscribed with gilt Arabic letters and the elevated 
kiosk where the sultan worshipped.

 Apse
  The 9th-century mosaic of the Virgin and Christ 
Child in the apse is the focal point of the nave. 
A mimber (pulpit) and mihrab (prayer niche 
indicating the direction of Mecca) were added by 
the Ottomans. 

 Dome
  The famous dome measures 30m in diameter 
and 56m in height. It is supported by 40 massive 
ribs resting on four huge pillars concealed in the 
interior walls. On its completion, the Byzantine 
historian Procopius described it as being ‘hung 
from heaven on a golden chain’. 

 Seraphs
  The four huge winged angels at the base of the 
dome were originally mosaic, but two (on the 
western side) were recreated as frescoes after 
being damaged in the 13th century. All four faces 

  There are many important monuments in 
stanbul, but this venerable structure – commis-

sioned by Emperor Justinian and consecrated 
as a church in 537, converted to a mosque by 
Mehmet the Conqueror in 1453 and declared a 
museum by Atatürk in 1934 – surpasses the rest 
due to its rich history, religious importance and 
extraordinary beauty. Known as Hagia Sophia in 
Greek, Sancta Sophia in Latin and the Church of 
the Divine Wisdom in English, it is commonly 
acknowledged as one of the world’s greatest 
 buildings.

  Hagia Sophia

  o Map p 32 , D1

  www.ayasofyamuzesi.
gov.tr

  Aya Sofya Meydan  1

  adult/under 12yr 25/
free

  h9am-6pm Tue-Sun 

 jSultanahmet
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  Aya  Sofya
Top Sights
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 S d ka Sensational fish 
mezes. (p 105 )

 Karaköy Lokantas  
Charming decor and 
good food. (p 89 )

 Demeti Neighbourhood 
eatery serving Mediterra-
nean-style mezes. (p 92 )

 Jash Armenian speciali-
ties and live music. (p 92 )

 Best  Kebaps
 Zübeyir Ocakba  Suc-
culent meats cooked over 
coals. (p 89 )

 Hamdi Restaurant 
Specialities from Turkey’s 
southeast, plus an amaz-
ing view. (p 67 )

 Best Modern 
Turkish
 Lokanta Maya Stylish 
bistro serving modern 

takes on traditional 
dishes. (p 88 )

 Meze by Lemon Tree 
Elegant surrounds, de-
lectable food and a good 
wine list. (p 89 )

 MüzedeChanga Sophis-
ticated lunch venue on 
the Bosphorus. (p 109 )

 Mikla Fine dining, luxe 
surrounds and spectacu-
lar views. (p 91 )

 Changa Pioneered fusion 
in the city. (p 90 )

 Best Ottoman 
Cuisine
 Asitane Decadent dishes 
once served to the 
sultans. (p 75 )

 Matbah Palace cuisine in 
a garden setting. (p 51 )

 Cihannüma Extraor-
dinary views and tasty 
dishes. (p 51 )

 Best Snacks
 Dönerci ahin Usta The 
best döner kebap in the 
Old City. (p 63 )

 Fatih Damak Pide Won-
derful neighbourhood 
pideci. (p 67 )

 Asmal  Can m Ci erim 
Liver kebaps beloved of 
aficionados. (p 91 )

 Best  Sweets
 Karaköy Güllüo lu The 
perfect baklava stop at 
any time of day. (p 88 )

 Haf z Mustafa A huge 
array of sweet tempta-
tions. (p 51 )

Best

 stanbullus love to eat. Meals are joyful, boister-
ous and almost inevitably communal. Food is 
used to celebrate milestones, cement friendships 
and add cohesion to family life. The idea of eating 
in front of a TV or out of a freezer is anathema to 
restaurant chefs and home cooks alike – this is a 
cuisine that is social, slow and seasonal.

 Traditional Eateries
  Popular venues for lunch, which is often eaten 
out, include lokantas (eateries serving ready-made 
food), pidecis (Turkish pizza parlours), kebapç s 
(kebap restaurants) and köftecis (meatball restau-
rants). When not eating dinner at home, locals 
flock to meyhanes (taverns), where an array of hot 
and cold mezes are served. Fresh fish is enjoyed 
in bal k restorans (fish restaurants) and meat in 
ocakba s (fireside kebap restaurants). 

 Contemporary Cuisine
  stanbul has an ever-growing number of eateries 
serving Modern Turkish cuisine. Many of these 
showcase food by chefs who draw inspiration from 
Turkey’s diverse regional cuisines but do so with a 
European sensibility. 

 Street Food
  Street  vendors pound pavements across stanbul, 
pushing carts laden with artfully arranged snacks. 
Look out for simits (sesame-encrusted bread 
rings), m s r (corn on the cob), midye dolma 
(stuffed mussels), ç  köfte (raw spiced meatballs) 
and kokoreç (skewered lamb or mutton intestines 
seasoned and grilled over charcoal). The most 
famous street snack of all is the bal k ekmek (fish 
sandwich; see p000).

 Best Meyhanes
 Asmal  Cavit Old-
fashioned ambience and 
the best  meyhane food in 
the city. (p 88 )

 Sofyal  9 Bustling 
atmosphere and a wide 
array of mezes. (p 90 )

  Food

 y� Top Tips
  Popular restau-

rants are busy on 
Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday nights. 
Book ahead.

  Restaurant sta   
don’t always speak 
English – ask sta   at 
your hotel to make 
your booking.

  Alcohol is served 
in most restaurants 
reviewed in this 
book. Exceptions are 
noted.
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 1 Taksim Square
  Set off from this busy 
square (p 79 ), a popular 
meeting place for locals.

 2  Cihangir 
 Mosque
  From Taksim Sq, walk 
south down busy 
S raselviler Caddesi and 
veer left into Arslan 
Yata  Sokak. Follow it 
and Cihangir Caddesi 
to Susam Sokak, where 
you should turn right 
and then almost imme-
diately left to admire a 
spectacular view of the 
Old City and Bosphorus 
from the garden of this 
mosque.

 3 Karde ler  Cafe
  Backtrack to Susam 
Sokak, turn left and fol-
low im irci Sokak into 
Akarsu Yoku u. These 
streets are scattered 
with local cafes, the 
most popular of which 
is this simple place 
next to the Firuz A a 
Mosque.

 4 Faikpa a Sokak
  Walk past the mosque 
and turn right into A a 
Hamam  Sokak, passing 
the historic  hamam 
that gives the street its 
name and then veer-

 2 The Walk
 The streets running off stiklal Caddesi are the 
traditional stamping ground of stanbul’s creative 
communities, and are littered with galleries, artists’ 
ateliers, cafes, bars and boutiques. This walk wends 
its way through the expat enclave of Cihangir, along 
the crooked laneways of Çukurcuma and into the 
music-filled streets of Tünel. 

 Start Taksim Sq; m Taksim

 Finish Galata Sq; j Karaköy

 Length 3km; three hours

 5 Take a Break
 The neighbourhood of Asmal mescit, west of Tünel, 
is the hub of Beyo lu’s eating and entertainment 
scene. On its western (lower) edge is the historic 
Pera Palace Hotel (p 88 ), where you can enjoy a 
drink, meal or coffee amid opulent surrounds.
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ing left into Faikpa a 
Sokak, home to alluring 
antique shops including 
A La Turca (p 96 ). 

 5 Museum of 
Innocence
  Half-way down 
Faikpa a Sokak, turn 
left and then right into 
Çukurcuma Caddesi. 
Continue downhill and 
you’ll eventually come 
to a c kmaz  (cul de 
sac) where Orhan Pa-
muk’s recently opened 
Museum of Innocence 
(p 88 ) is located. 

 6 ARTER
  Backtrack to Çukur-
cuma Caddesi, turn left 
and cross busy Yeni 
Çar  Caddesi, con-
tinuing into Tomtom 
Kaptan Sk and walking 
uphill until you reach 
stiklal Caddesi. ARTER 

(p 79 ), one of the city’s 
leading contemporary 
art spaces, is to your 
left.

 7 Galata Mevlevi 
Museum
  Continue along stiklal 
to Tünel Sq, named af-
ter its historic funicular. 
Turn into Galipdede 
Caddesi to find the 
Galata Mevlevi Museum 
(p 87 ), set in a 15th-

century tekke (dervish 
lodge).

 8 Galata Tower
  Continue down Galip-
dede Caddesi past the 
shops selling musical 
instruments to reach 
the avant-garde district 

of Galata, home to the 
landmark tower and the 
subject of our Local Life 
feature (p 82 ).

Best Walks
 Bohemian 
 Beyo lu 

 Bohemian Beyo lu   117116

and services in stanbul. 
See the boxed text for a 
general guide.

  Electricity

230V/50Hz

  Emergency
    Ambulance (%112) 

   Fire (%110) 

   Police (%155) 

  Tourist Police (%212-527 
4503; Yerebatan Caddesi 6) 

  Money
  The currency is the Türk 

Liras  (Turkish Lira; ).

   ATMS are widely 
available.

  Most hotels, car-rental 
agencies, shops, pharma-
cies, entertainment 

venues and restaurants 
accept Visa and Master-
Card; Amex  isn’t as widely 
accepted and Diners is 
often not accepted. Inex-
pensive eateries usually 
accept cash only.

  The 24-hour döviz büro-
sus (exchange bureaux) 
in the arrivals halls of the 
international airports 
usually o  er competitive 
rates.

  Tip 10% in restaurants 
and 2 per bag  for bell-
boys; in taxis round up the 
fare to the nearest 1. 

 Public   Holidays
  New Year’s Day 1 January

 National Sovereignty & 
Children’s Day 23 April

 May Day 1 May

 Atatürk Commemora-
tion & Youth Day 19 May

 Victory Day 30 August

 Republic Day 29 October 

 Religious festivals are 
celebrated according to 
the Muslim lunar Hejira 
calendar; two of these 
festivals ( eker Bayram  
and Kurban Bayram ) are 
also public holidays. eker 
Bayram  is a three-day 
festival at the end of 
Ramazan, and Kurban 
Bayram , the most im-
portant religious holiday 
of the year, is a four-day 
festival whose dates 
change each year. During 
these festivals, banks and 
offices are closed and 
hotels, buses, trains and 
planes are heavily booked.

 Safe  Travel
  Theft is not gener-

ally a big problem and 
robbery (mugging) is 
comparatively rare, but 
take normal precautions. 
Areas to be particularly 
careful in include Aksaray/
Laleli (the city’s red-light 
district), the Grand Bazaar 

Sultanahmet to Taksim 
Sq will cost around 15) 
and there are no evening 
surcharges. 

  Ignore taxi drivers who 
insist on a  xed rate as 
these are much higher 
than you’d pay using the 
meter.

  Note that few of the 
city’s taxis have seatbelts. 

  If you take a taxi over 
either of the Bosphorus 
bridges, it’s your respon-
sibility to cover the toll. 
The driver will add this to 
the fare.

  Metro
 y Best for… Trips to the 
airport. 

  One service connects 
Aksaray with the airport, 
stopping at 15 stations on 
the way. Services depart 
every 10 minutes or so 
from 5.40am until 1.40am 
and a jeton costs 2. 

  Another service con-
nects i hane, near 
Tünel Sq in Beyo lu, 
with Taksim Sq at the 
opposite end of stiklal 
Caddesi. From Taksim Sq, 
a line travels to business 
and residential suburbs 
northeast. Services run 
every  ve minutes or so 
from 6.15am to midnight. 
Jetons cost 2.

  Works are currently 
underway to extend the 
Taksim– i hane route 
over the Golden Horn via a 
new metro bridge and un-
der the Old City to Yenikap  
via stops at Unkapan  and 

ehzadeba . It will then 
connect with the metro 
to Aksaray and with a 
transport tunnel being 
built under the Bosphorus 
as part of the city’s huge 
Marmaray transport 
project. 

 Bus 
 y Best for… Exploring 
the Bosphorus villages. 

  The major otobus (bus) 
stations are at Taksim 
Sq, Be kta , Eminönü, 
Kad köy and Üsküdar. 

  Most services run 
between 6.30am and 
11.30pm. 

  You’ll need to purchase 
a ticket ( 2) before 
boarding. Buy these 
from the white booths 

near major stops or from 
some nearby shops for a 
small mark-up (look for 
‘ ETT otobüs bileti sat l r’ 
signs). Better still, use an 
stanbulkart.

  For bus timetables and 
route details, see the 
website of the  stanbul 
Elektrik Tramvay ve Tünel 
( ETT, Istanbul Electricity, 
Tramway & Tunnel General 
Management; www.iett.gov.tr). 

 Essential 
Information
  Business  Hours
 y Top Tip Final entry to 
most museums is gener-
ally an hour before the 
o   cial closing time. We 
have cited the closing 
time in our reviews.
  Opening hours vary 
wildly across businesses 

 Money-Saving Tips
  If you plan to visit three or more museums, 

purchase a Museum Pass stanbul (p000).

  The stanbulkart (p000) o  ers a considerable 
discount on public-transport fares ( 1.75 as op-
posed to the usual 2, with additional transfers 
within a two-hour journey window 1).

  Check if your hotel o  ers free airport pick-ups 
and drop-o  s.

 BUSINESS  HOURS
 Post offices & banks 8.30am-noon & 1.30-5.30pm 

Mon-Fri

 Shops 9am-7pm Mon-Sat

 Restaurants & cafes breakfast 7.30-10.30am, lunch 
noon-2.30pm, dinner 7.30-10pm 

 Bars afternoon to early morning

 Nightclubs 10pm till late

Essential Information  139138  Survival Guide

from 7am to 9pm 
Monday to Friday (from 
7.30am on weekends). 

  Another funicular 
connects the Kabata  
tram stop with the metro 
station at Taksim Sq. The 
service operates between 
6am to midnight and 
jetons cost 2.

  Ferry
 y Best for… Sightsee-
ing and travelling on the 
Bosphorus and Golden 
Horn (Haliç). 

  The main ferry docks 
are at the mouth of the 
Golden Horn (Eminönü 
and Karaköy) and at 
Be ikta , a few kilome-
tres northeast of Galata 
Bridge, near Dolmabahçe 
Palace. There are also 
busy docks at Kad köy 
and Üsküdar on the Asian 

(Anatolian) side. The 
following routes are com-
monly used by travellers:

 Eminönü–Anadolu 
Kava  Take the Bo az 
Gezileri (Bosphorus 
Cruise); between one and 
three services per day.

 Eminönü–Kad köy 
Approximately every 15 to 
20 minutes from 7.30am 
to 9.10pm.

 Eminönü–Üsküdar 
Approximately every 20 
minutes from 6.35am to 
11pm.

 Karaköy–Kad köy 
Approximately every 20 
minutes from 6.10am to 
11pm.

 Üsküdar–Eminönü–
Kas mpa a–Hasköy–
Ayvansaray–Sütlüce–
Eyüp The Golden Horn 

(Haliç) ferry; approxi-
mately every hour from 
10.45am to 8pm, earlier 
on weekdays.

  Jetons cost 2 for most 
trips and it’s possible to 
use stanbulkarts on all 
routes.  stanbul ehir 
Hatlar  ( stanbul City 
Routes; www.sehirhatlari.com.
tr) has fare and timetable 
information.

  Private Bosphorus 
excursion boats ( 10) 
depart Eminönü regu-
larly, travelling as far as 
Anadolu Hisar  and back 
without stopping.

  Taxi
 y Best for… Travelling at 
night or if you are short 
on time. 

  Taxi rates are very 
reasonable (the trip from 

 Arriving in 
 stanbul
 y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p 17 .

 Atatürk Interna-
tional Airport

  Lies 23km west of Sul-
tanahmet; the d  hatlar 
(international terminal) 
and iç hatlar (domestic 
terminal) are side by side. 

  A taxi costs around 
40 from the airport to 

Sultanahmet, 50 to 
Taksim Sq.

  An e   cient metro serv-
ice ( 2) travels between 
the airport and Zeytinbur-
nu, from where it’s easy 
to connect with the tram 
( 2) to Sultanahmet, 
Eminönü and Kabata . 
From Kabata , there’s a 
funicular ( 2) to Taksim 
Sq. The metro station is 
on the lower ground  oor 
beneath the international 
departures hall – follow 
the ‘Metro/Subway’ signs 
down the escalators and 
through the underground 
walkway. Services depart 
every 10 minutes or 
so from 5.40am until 
1.40am. The entire trip 
takes approximately 60 
minutes to Sultanahmet, 

70 minutes to Eminönü 
and 95 minutes to Taksim.

  If you’re staying in 
Beyo lu, take the Havata  
Airport Bus ( 10). This 
travels between the arriv-
als hall and Cumhuriyet 
Caddesi, next to Taksim 
Sq, every 30 minutes 
between 4am and 1am; 
the trip takes between 40 
minutes and one hour, 
depending on tra   c.

 Sabiha Gökçen 
International 
Airport

  Lies 50km east of 
Sultanahmet, on the 
Asian side of the city, and 
is popular with cut-price 
European carriers. 

  A taxi costs around 
120 from the airport 

to Sultanahmet, 90 to 
Taksim Sq.

  The Havata  Airport 
Bus ( 12) travels from 
the airport to Taksim Sq 
in Beyo lu between 5am 
and midnight; after mid-
night there are shuttle 
services 30 minutes after 
every  ight arrival. The 
trip takes approximately 
90 minutes. If you’re 
heading towards Sultan-
ahmet, you’ll then need 
to take the funicular ( 2) 
to Kabata  and the tram 
( 2) from Kabata .

 Getting 
 Around
 Tram
 y Best for…  Travelling 
between Sultanahmet and 
Beyo lu. 

  An excellent tramvay 
(tramway) service runs 
from Ba c lar, in the city’s 
west, to Zeytinburnu 
(where it connects with 
the metro from the 
airport) and on to Sultan-
ahmet and Eminönü. It 
then crosses the Galata 
Bridge to Karaköy (to 
connect with the Tünel) 
and Kabata  (to connect 
with the funicular to 
Taksim Sq). 

  Services run every  ve 
minutes from 6am to 
midnight. 

  The fare is 2; jetons 
(transport tokens) are 
available from machines 
on every tram stop.

  Funicular
 y Best for... The steep 
uphill climb from all tram 
stops to stiklal Caddesi.

  A funicular saves pas-
sengers the steep walk 
from Karaköy to stiklal 
Caddesi. Known as the 
Tünel, the three-minute 
service ( 1.40) operates 
every  ve or 10 minutes 

 Tickets & Passes
  If you plan to use public transport during your time in the city, consider 
purchasing an  stanbulkart. These  rechargeable travel cards are simple to 
operate: as you enter a bus or pass through the turnstile at a ferry dock, 
tram stop or metro station, swipe your card for entry and the fare will au-
tomatically be deducted from your balance. The cards offer a considerable 
discount on fares and they can be used to pay for fares for more than one 
traveller (one swipe per person per ride).

 The cards can be purchased for a refundable deposit of 10 and charged 
with amounts between 5 and 150. Unfortunately, they are a bit difficult 
to access – you need to find a kiosk displaying an ‘Akbil’ or ‘ stanbulkart’ 
sign. The most conveniently located kiosk for travellers is at the bus station 
at Eminönü. Cards can be recharged at machines or kiosks at ferry docks, 
metro stations and bus stations. 
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

The Best 
of  İstanbul 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 İstanbul 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

 İstanbul ’s Best…
The best experiences

Essential Information
Including where to stay
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 İstanbul 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  İstanbul .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
İstanbul

 In İstanbul, extraordinary experiences are found around 
every corner. Here, dervishes whirl, müezzins duel from 
minarets, and continents are crossed multiple times in a 
day. Home to millennia-old monuments and cutting-edge 
art galleries (sometimes in the same block), it’s a destina-
tion where eating, drinking and dancing are local priorities, 
and where everyone is welcome to join the party.

İstanbul Top Sights ................................................... 8

İstanbul Local Life ....................................................12

İstanbul Day Planner ...............................................14

Need to Know ...........................................................16

İstanbul Neighbourhoods .......................................18
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