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In This Book

For more information, 
see Survival Guide

Currency
Hong Kong dollar (HK$) for Hong Kong, 

pataca (MOP$) for Macau.

Language
Cantonese, English and Mandarin. Also 

Portuguese for Macau.

Visas
Not required for visitors from the US, 

Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the EU, 
Israel and South Africa for stays of up to 

30 days.

Money
ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted in most hotels and restaurants; 
some budget places only take cash.

Mobile Phones
Set your phone to roaming, or buy a local 
SIM card if you need to make lots of calls.

Time
Hong Kong Time (GMT/UTC plus eight 

hours).

Plugs & Adaptors
Plugs are UK-style with three square prongs. 
North American visitors will need an adaptor 
and/or transformer. Most convenience stores 

sell adaptors.

Tipping
Taxi drivers only expect you to round up to the 

nearest dollar. Many restaurants add a 10% 
service charge to the bill.

Arriving in Hong 
Kong

Fly into Hong Kong International Airport 
(HKIA; www.hongkongairport.com), or cross 
the border at Lo Wu or Lok Ma Chau from 

(www.mtr.com.hk). Transport to the city 
centre is convenient.

A From Hong Kong  
International Airport

Destination Best Transport
Central Airport Express; Air 

Bus A11

Sheung Wan, Wan 
Chai, Causeway Bay

Airport Express then 
taxi; Air Bus A11

Aberdeen and the 
South

Air Bus A10

Tsim Sha Tsui, Yau 
Ma Tei, Mong Kok

Airport Express then 
taxi; Air Bus A21

From Lo Wu & Lok Ma Chau  
border gates

Destination Best Transport
Admiralty, Central, 
Tsim Sha Tsui

MTR East Line to 
Kwun Tong Line to 
Tsuen Wan Line

Sheung Wan, Wan 
Chai, Causeway Bay

MTR as per Central, 
change at Central to 
Island Line

Yau Ma Tei, Mong Kok MTR East Line to 
Kwun Tong Line

A At the Airport
At Hong Kong International Airport, 
Customer Services Centres (arrivals hall 
h7am-11pm, departures hall h5am-1am) 
provide maps; money-exchange and bank-
ing counters; ATMs; and pay or courtesy 
phones. Counters at the arrivals hall help 
with accommodation or car hire. Luggage 
storage facility (h5.30-1.30am) on Level 3 
of Terminal 2.

Getting Around
Hong Kong’s efficient Mass Transit Railway 
(MTR) system, comprehensive bus network, 
and ferries will take you almost anywhere you 
need to go. A prepaid Octopus card can be 
used on most forms of public transport. MTR 
stations also sell one-day passes (adult/child 
HK$55/25) for unlimited rides on the MTR.

K Taxi
Cheap compared to Europe and North 
America. Most are red; green ones operate 
in parts of the New Territories; blue ones on 
Lantau Island. All run on meter.

MTR
Hong Kong’s MTR system covers most of 
the city and is the easiest way to get around. 
Most lines run from 6am to after midnight.

J Bus
Relatively fast, they are an indispensable 
form of transport to places not reachable by 
the MTR or after midnight. 

Tram
Slow but the upper deck offers great views. 
Runs along the northern strip of Hong Kong 
Island, from 6am to midnight.

N Ferry
Connects Hong Kong Island and Kowloon 
Peninsula via Victoria Harbour. Modern ferry 
fleets run between Central and the outlying 
islands.

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than HK$1200 

  Guesthouse HK$150–HK$400

  Cha chaan tangs (tea houses) and dai pai 
dongs (food stalls) for food HK$60–HK$150

Midrange HK$1200–HK$2300 
  Double room HK$900–HK$1900

  Chinese dinner with three dishes HK$300

Top End more than HK$2300 
  Boutique or four-star hotel double HK$2000

  Dinner at top Chinese restaurant from 
HK$800

Useful Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/hong-
kong, www.lonelyplanet.com/china/macau) 
Destination info, hotel bookings etc.

Discover Hong Kong (www.discoverhong-
kong.com) Tourist-authority website.

Urbtix (www.urbtix.hk) Ticket booking.

Time Out Hong Kong (www.timeout.com.hk) 
Events and entertainment listings.

Hong Kong Observatory (www.hko.gov.hk)

Advance Planning
Two months before Check festival dates; 
book lodging, concert tickets, and a table at 
the most popular restaurants.

One month before Check listings; book 
tickets to fringe festivals; research dining 
options.

Two weeks before Book harbour cruises, 
nature tours; sign up for email alerts from 
events organisers.

One week before Check weather forecast.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Don’t Miss
Outside the Entrance
Here are four gilt plaques on poles that used 
to be carried at processions. Two describe the 
gods being worshipped inside, one requests 
silence and a show of respect within the temple’s 
grounds, and the last warns women who are 
menstruating to keep out of the main hall as the 
blood is believed to put them in a state of ritual 
defilement.

Main Hall
Two gold-plated sedan chairs with elaborate 
carvings sit here. They used to carry the statues 
of the deities during festivals. Lending the temple 
its beguiling and smoky air are rows of large 
earth-coloured spirals suspended from the roof, 
like strange fungi in an upside-down garden. 
These are incense coils burned as offerings by 
worshippers.

Lit Shing Kung
Off to the side of the main hall is ‘saints’ palace’, 
built around the same time as the temple. It’s a 
place of worship for other Buddhist and Taoist 
deities, including the goddess of mercy and Tai 
Sui, the 60 heavenly generals who each represent 
a particular year in the 60-year cycle of the 
Chinese almanac.

Kung Sor
This hall, with its name literally meaning ‘public 
meeting place’, used to serve as a court of justice 
to settle disputes in the Chinese community be-
fore the modern judicial system was introduced. 
A couplet at the entrance urges those entering 
to leave their selfish interests and prejudices 
outside.

y Top Tips
 The English-speaking 

fortune tellers (11.30am 
to 4.30pm, random 

HK$500 to tell your 
fortune and HK$20 to 

 

interpret for you.

5 Take a Break
-

tions and home-baked 
Teakha 

(Map B2; ; %2858 
9185; http://teakha.com; 18 
Tai Ping Shan St, Shop B, 
Sheung Wan; h11am-7pm 
Tue-Sun; W; g26), or 

salads at Classified the 
Cheese Room (Map C3; 
www.classifiedfoodshops.
com.hk; 108 Hollywood 
Rd; meals HK$150-300; 
hnoon-11pm Mon-Fri, 
10am-11pm Sat & Sun; 
g26) further east.

One of Hong Kong’s oldest temples and a de-
clared monument, atmospheric Man Mo Temple 
is dedicated to the gods of literature (‘Man’) 
and of war (‘Mo’). Built in 1847 during the Qing 
dynasty by wealthy Chinese merchants, it was, 
besides a place of worship, a court of arbitra-
tion for local disputes in the 19th century when 
trust was thin between the local Chinese and the 
colonialists. Oaths taken at this Taoist temple (ac-
companied by the ritual beheading of a rooster) 
were accepted by the colonial government.

Map p30, C3

%2540 0350

124-126 Hollywood Rd, 
Sheung Wan

admission free

h8am-6pm

g26

R
O

Y
 D

E
L V

E
C

C
H

IO
 P

H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P

H
Y/G

E
T

T
Y 

Hanging incense coils, Man Mo Temple

Top Sights
Man Mo Temple

Man Mo TempleHong Kong Island: Central & Sheung Wan 2928

Roof detail, Pak Tai Temple (p72)
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4 Spring Garden 
Lane
Cross the road to take a 
look at Spring Garden 
Lane, one of the first 
areas developed by 
the British. A British 
merchant had a lavish 
residence here named 
Spring Gardens, and 
Spring Garden Lane 
was the length between 
its north and south 
gates. In the 1900s the 
lane harboured many 
brothels.

5 Ghost House
Come back to the 
southern side of Queen’s 
Rd East. Peep inside 
mysterious Hung Shing 
Temple (p), once a sea-
side shrine. Just west of 
the temple turn up the 
hill along Ship St and 
stand before the now-
derelict Ghost House 
at 55 Nam Koo Terrace. 
Its history is a wretched 
one: it was used by 
Japanese soldiers as a 
brothel housing ‘comfort 
women’ in WWII.

6 Star Street
Star St neighbourhood 
is a quiet corner that 
contains the old – in-
cluding a family-run dai 
pai dong (hawker-style 
food stall) on St Francis 
St – and the new, such 
as quaint boutiques, 
cafes and restaurants. 
Just above Classi-
fied (p) is a six-storey 
balconied building in 
art-deco style. At the 
junction of Wing Fung 
St and Queen’s Rd East 
you’ll see a building 
with signage to the 
Admiralty MTR station 
just under it.

2 The Walk
Wan Chai’s coastline used to run near the tram 
tracks on Johnston Rd before zealous land reclama-
tion pushed the shoreline to the north. During that 
time, the area around Queen’s Rd East and Johnston 
Rd was a fishing village with shrines and temples 
overlooking the sea. After the British came, shipyards 
were built along the bay and ‘second-rank’ Europeans 
who could not afford to live on Victoria Peak made 
their homes on the hills south of Queen’s Rd East. 
Though new Wan Chai is an exciting commercial dis-
trict with gleaming skyscrapers and five-star hotels, 
for those keen on exploration, the south side of the 
(tram) tracks will always be more interesting.

Start Pak Tai Temple; mWan Chai, exit A3

Finish Star St; mAdmiralty, exit F

Length 1.2km; two hours

5 Take a Break
La Creperie (100 Queen’s Rd E, 1st fl, Wan Chai; meals 
HK$70-200; h11.30am-11pm Mon-Sun; mWan Chai, exit A3) 

1 Pak Tai Temple
A five-minute stroll 
south from Wan Chai 
MTR station, past John-
ston Rd, lies stunning 
Pak Tai Temple (p), 
built 150 years ago by 
local residents.

2 Hong Kong 
House of Stories
Further down the slope 
on Stone Nullah Lane, 
the Hong Kong House 
of Stories (p), aka the 
Blue House, will show 
you what life was like 
in Wan Chai in the 
last century (the house 
has no toilet-flushing 
facilities). It was 
painted blue during a 
renovation in the 1920s 
because the government 
had surplus blue paint.

3 Old Wan Chai 
Post Office
Head west on Queen’s 
Rd East and glance 
across at the stream-
line moderne facade 
of a shopping centre 
that used to be the Wan 
Chai Market. Once the 
neighbourhood hub, the 
market was used as a 
mortuary by Japanese 
forces in WWII. The 
pocket-sized Old Wan 
Chai Post Office (p) is 
Hong Kong’s oldest.
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Wan Chai’s 
Forgotten Streets

Best Walks

 Wan Chai’s Forgotten Streets  161160

border gates, take the 
MTR East Rail line after 
passing through customs. 
Lo Wu and Lok Ma Chau 
MTR train to city centre 
from 5.55am to 1.30am 
(Lo Wu), from 6.38am to 
10.55pm (Lok Ma Chau), 
both HK$48.

 If you take cross-border 

to Hong Kong, you’ll 
need to alight from and 
reboard the buses before 
and after going through 
customs in Lo Wu or 
Lok Ma Chau. Almost all 
buses stop near MTR sta-
tions, so you can either 
change to MTR or taxi.

Macau Ferry 
Terminal

 You can reach Hong 
Kong from Macau and 

ferry services. Macau to 
Hong Kong: Turbojet and 

Hong Kong: Chu Kong 
Passenger Transportation 
Company.

 You will arrive in 
Hong Kong at either 
the Hong Kong–Macau 
Ferry Terminal or the 
China Ferry Terminal. The 
former is located next 
to the Sheung Wan MTR 
station, which is stops 

away from destinations 
on Hong Kong Island. The 
China Ferry Terminal is a 
15-minute walk from Tsim 
Sha Tsui MTR station. 

Getting 
Around

Bus
y Best for… rural desti-
nations without any MTR 
stations nearby.

 Hong Kong’s extensive 
bus system runs from 
5.30am or 6am up to 
12.30am. KMB (www.kmb.
hk) serves Kowloon and 
New Territories; City 

Bus and First Bus (www.
nwstbus.com.hk) serve 
Hong Kong Island. You 
will need exact change or 
an Octopus card. 

Ferry
y Best for… crossing 
Victoria Harbour from 
Central to Tsim Sha Tsui 
or vice versa.

 The ferry connects 
Hong Kong Island and 
Kowloon Peninsula via 
Victoria Harbour; it runs 
from 6.30am-11.30pm; 
fares are HK$2.50 
to HK$3.40. Modern 

Central and the outlying 
islands.

Metro
y Best for… most urban 
destinations.

Best Midrange

Hotel LKF (www.hotel-lkf.
com.hk) Quiet, well-

thick of the Lan Kwai 
Fong action.

Madera Hong Kong 
(www.hotelmadera.com.hk) 
Welcoming rooms and 
tasteful decor make up 

Ma Tei.

Mira Moon (www.
miramoonhotel.com) Warm 
service, ecofriendly de-
sign, and decor inspired 
by Chinese folklore in 
Wan Chai.

Fleming 
com) 
hotel with all the neces-

corner of Wan Chai.

Best Top End

Mandarin Oriental (www.

The award-winning 
-

stated elegance and 
exemplary service in the 
heart of Central.

Upper House (www.up-
perhouse.com) Ecofriendly, 
zen-inspired luxury in 
Admiralty.

Hotel Icon (www.hotel-icon.
com) Excellent value teach-
ing hotel in a less-visited 
part of Tsim Sha Tsui.

Hyatt Regency Tsim 
Sha Tsui 
tsimshatsui.hyatt.com) Plush 
rooms and warm service 

Sha Tsui.

Best for Families

InterContinental Hong 
Kong (www.intercontinental.
com) Nearby museums 
and a playground, free 
stay for children under 12, 
and kid-friendly restau-
rants make this a great 
option in Tsim Sha Tsui.

Salisbury (www.ymcahk.

rooms, proximity to play-
ground and museums, 
and an impressive array 
of sports facilities in Tsim 
Sha Tsui. 

BP International Hotel 
(www.bpih.com.hk) Family 
rooms with solid bunk 
beds right next to sprawl-
ing Kowloon Park in Tsim 
Sha Tsui.

Boat Moksha (www.
airbnb.com/rooms/65117) 
A welcoming B&B on a 
houseboat moored in 
Aberdeen.

Arriving in 
Hong Kong
y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p000.

Hong Kong Inter-
national Airport

 Hong Kong Internation-
al Airport Express MTR 
train to city centre from 
6am to 1.15am, HK$90 to 
HK$100.

 Major hotel and guest-
house areas on Hong 
Kong Island are served 
by Air Buses (every 10 to 
30 minutes from 6am to 
midnight). For Central, 
Sheung Wan, Admiralty, 
Wan Chai and Causeway 
Bay take Air Bus A11 
(HK$40); for the south 
take the A10 (HK$48); for 
Tsim Sha Tsui, Yau Ma Tei 
and Mong Kok take the 
A21 (HK$33). Buy your 
ticket at the booth near 
the airport bus stand.

 Taxi to city centre 
HK$220 to HK$360

Lo Wu or Lok Ma 
Chau

 If you cross the border 

Lo Wu or Lok Ma Chau 

Tickets & Passes
The Octopus card (%2266 2222; www.octopus-
cards.com) is a rechargeable ‘smart card’ that can 
be used on most forms of public transport, and 
allows you to make purchases at convenience 
stores and supermarkets. 

For shorter stays there’s the new MTR Tourist 
Day Pass (adult/child HK$55/25), valid on the 
MTR for 24 hours after the first use. Both can be 
bought at MTR stations.

Airport Express Travel Pass allows three 
days of unlimited travel on the MTR and one or 
two trips on the Airport Express (one/two trips 
$220/300).
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Kowloon: Yau Ma 
Tei & Mong Kok 
(p000)
A famous night market 
and a leafy temple 
define Yau Ma Tei; Mong 
Kok offers sardine-
packed commercialism.

Top SightsE
Temple Street Night 
Market

Kowloon: Tsim Sha 
Tsui (p000)
Sophisticated, with 
great museums, iconic 
views, colonial gems and 
all of Central’s 
superlatives on a more 
human scale.

Top SightsE
Tsim Sha Tsui East 
Promenade

Hong Kong Island: 
Aberdeen & the 
South (p000)
Attractive beaches, a 
seafront bazaar, sampan 
cruises in a typhoon 
shelter, one of Asia’s 
best theme parks and 
awesome seafood.

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Victoria Peak
Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai 
Sin Temple
Tian Tan Buddha
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#

#
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Hong Kong Island: 
Central &Sheung 
Wan (p000)
Central: high finance 
meets haute couture; 
Sheung Wan: temples, 
antiques, dried seafood 
and funeral products..

Top SightsE
Star Ferry
HSBC Building 
Man Mo Temple

Hong Kong Island: 
Lan Kwai Fong & 
Soho  (p000)
Art galleries, stylish 
bars, and local life as it 
has been for decades 
grace the streets of 
Hong Kong’s partying 
epicentre.

Trip to Macau (p000)
Top SightsE

Ruins of the Church of 
St Paul

New Territories (p000)

Hong Kong Island: 
Admiralty, Wan 
Chai & Causeway 
Bay (p000)
Admiralty has a restored 
explosives magazine; 
Wan Chai buzzes with 
markets, nightlife and 
multilingual kitchens; in 
Causeway Bay, shoppers 
shop.

Top SightsE
Happy Valley Racecourse
Hong Kong Park

Hong Kong
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918
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Repulse Bay (p87)
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Exploring Taipa & 
Coloane Islands

 Taipa House Museum 
 Chapel of St Francis Xavier

Charming temples, stilt 
houses, great food, a mu-
seum and an eccentric 
chapel are among the 
traditional attractions of 
Macau’s islands of Taipa 
and Coloane. And if you 
want to play the tables, 
you can certainly do 
that too.

LKF & Soho Bar 
Crawl (

 Amphitheatre 
 Club 71 

Drinking spots fre-
quented by Hong Kong’s 
revered revelers: some on 
account of the crowd they 
attract, some because 
of the decor, and others 
because they could only 
exist in Hong Kong.

Wan Chai Breather
 Southorn Playground
 Rent-a-Curse Grannies

Life in the city can 
be stressful, but Wan 
Chai’s older quarter is 
full of opportunities for 
urbanites to regain their 
peace of mind. These run 
the gamut from gadget 
shopping and delicious 

food to folk sorcery and 
a cemetery.

Beach-Hopping on 
Island South

 Spices Restaurant
 South Bay

With beaches running 
from West to East, 
the southern coast of 
Hong Kong Island of-
fers a balmy bazaar, a 
promenade overlooking 
the waves, kayaking and 
windsurfing opportuni-
ties and, of course, fine 
sands and clean water.

Hiking in the New 
Territories

 Tai Long Wan Trail 
 Shing Mun Reservoir Trail

At the first whiff of 
autumn, Hong Kongers 

make a beeline for the 
hills. Here are trails 
featuring a range of 
vistas – including 
volcanic rocks around a 
reservoir, emerald hills 
and sapphire waters, 
old miners’ homes and a 
Hakka village.

Lamma Island
 Yung Shue Wan 
 Lamcombe Seafood 

Restaurant 
On laid-back Lamma, you 
can spend the whole day 
lazing on the beach with 
a few beers. Other pos-
sible indulgences include 
gorging on seafood, hik-
ing and picnicking, even 
learning about the local 
fishing culture.

Alongside the top sights, you can experience Hong Kong like a local by exploring the 
coolest hang-outs, the pet beaches, the favourite mountain trails and those little 
indulgences that make up a Hong Konger’s perfect day. 

Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Wan Chai’s Markets

Shanghai Street

Tai Ping Shan Street

Aberdeen

Happy Valley 
Racecourse

Yau Ma Tei’s Sing-Along 
Parlours

Mah-Jong Parlours

Hong Kong’s Trams

Kau Kee

Sheung Wan

Hong Kong
Local Life

Local Life  1312
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Shopping centre, Kowloon

Best for Fashion
Daydream Nation Edgy 
and romantic streetwear 
by Kay Wong. (p)

Hulu 10 Modernised 
Chinese tunics, jackets 
and dresses. (p

Horizon Plaza Twenty-
eight floors of fashion 
and furniture. (p)

Best for Period 
Pieces
Arch Angel Antiques 
Tombware, urns and 
smaller pieces. (p)

Lam Gallery Chinese 
antiques, especially 
sculptures. (p)

Wattis Fine Art Ancient 
maps and old photos. (p)

Best for Souvenirs
G.O.D. Hip, retro, design-
oriented goods. (p)

Shanghai Tang Clothes 
and homeware in modern 
chinoiserie style. (p)

Best for Digital 
Gadgets
Wan Chai Computer 
Centre Almost every-
thing computer-related. 
(p)

Photo Scientific Profes-
sional photographers 
shop here. (p)

Ap Liu Street Flea 
Market New and used 
digital and electronic 
appliances. (p)

Most Specialised
Bruce Lee Club Shop 
and mini-museum 
devoted to the kung-fu 
icon. (p)

Armoury Bespoke 
tailoring for the modern 
gentlemen. (p)

Fook Ming Tong Tea 
Shop Good Chinese 
tea. (p)

Best Speciality 
Malls
Rise Shopping Arcade 
Heaving with tiny fashion 
and accessory bou-
tiques. (p)

Sino Centre Manga, 
speciality magazines, 
used CDs. (p)

Everyone knows Hong Kong as a place of neon-lit 

with swanky shopping malls and brand-name 
boutiques. These are supplemented by the city’s 
own retail trailblazers and creative local design-
ers. 

Clothing
The best place to find designer brands and luxury 
stores is in the malls. For something more unique, 
there are cool independent stores opened by local 
designers and retailers, especially in Sheung Wan, 
Wan Chai and Tsim Sha Tsui. You’ll see some 
brilliant pieces, but the range is limited simply 
because these places are few and far between. The 
best hunting grounds for low-cost garments are 
the street markets.

Electronics
One of the cheapest places in the world for elec-
tronics and digitals, Hong Kong has a plethora of 
gadget shops. As a rule of thumb do not buy from 
street-level shops on Nathan Rd. Plenty of camera 
shops and computer malls are honest, though 
some shops in computer malls have been known to 
sell used items as new.

Antiques
Hong Kong has a rich array of Asian antiques on 
offer, especially Chinese, but expert reproductions 
abound. Serious buyers will restrict themselves to 
reputable antique shops and auction houses such 
as Christie’s, especially at its auctions in spring 
and autumn when you’ll find some excellent 
authentic pieces.

Shopping
Best

y Top Tips
 There’s no sales 

tax in Hong Kong for 
most goods.

 Direct complaints 
to Hong Kong 
Tourism Board’s 
Quality Tourism 
Services (QTS; 
%2806 2823; www.
qtshk.com) or Hong 
Kong Consumer 
Council (%2929 
2222; www.consumer.
org.hk; h9am-5.45pm 
Mon-Fri).
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 Best Shopping  171170  Best Shopping

Internet Access
 

CSL sells Discover Hong 
Kong Tourist SIM Card 
(HK$69), which provides 
3G connection and unlim-

to 10,000 hotspots. 

 
at parks, public libraries, 
museums, cafes, and 
Hong Kong International 
Airport. For locations, see 
www.gov.hk/en/theme/

Money

Local Currency

 Hong Kong uses Hong 
Kong currency but some 
shops and restaurants 
also accept rénmínbì.

 Macau uses pataca and 
most places accept Hong 
Kong currency as well. 

 ATMs are widely availa-
ble; international travellers 
can withdraw funds from 
home accounts. Many 
allow cash withdrawal with 
foreign cards, usually with 
a transaction surcharge.

Credit Cards
Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, Diners 
Club and JCB are widely 
accepted. 

Tipping

 Hong Kong is not a 
particularly tip-conscious 
place; taxi drivers only 
expect you to round up to 
the nearest dollar.

 Tip hotel porters HK$10 
to HK$20.

 Most hotels and many 
restaurants add a 10% 
service charge to the bill.

Organised Tours
Hong Kong Tourism 
Board ( , 
HKTB; %2508 1234; www.

 runs 
some of the best tours; 
tours run by individual 
companies can usually 
be booked at any HKTB 
branch.

Star Ferry Harbour Tour 
(%2118 6201; www.starferry.
com.hk/tour) is the easiest 
way to see the full extent 
of Victoria Harbour from 
sea level; most depart 
from the Star Ferry Pier 
in Tsim Sha Tsui.

Little Adventures in 
Hong Kong (www.
littleadventuresinhong-
kong.com) Everything 
from food crawls to his-
tory walks.

Public Holidays
New Year’s Day  
1 January

Chinese New Year 19–21 
February 2015, 8–10 
February 2016

Easter 3–7 April 2015, 
25–28 March 2016

Ching Ming 5 April 2015, 
3 April 2016

Labour Day 1 May

Buddha’s Birthday 25 
May 2015, 14 May 2016

Dragon Boat (Tuen Ng) 
Festival 20 June 2015, 9 
June 2016

Hong Kong SAR Estab-
lishment Day 1 July

Mid-Autumn Festival 
27 September 2015, 15 
September 2016

 The Mass Transit 
Railway (MTR; %2881 
8888; www.mtr.com.hk; 
fares HK$4-25) has nine 
lines serving Hong Kong 
Island, Kowloon, and the 
New Territories.

Taxi
y Best for… late hours 
when the MTR has 
stopped running and traf-

 Hong Kong taxis are 
a bargain compared to 
taxis in other world-class 
cities. Some sample 
fares:
ROUTE FARE
Central MTR station 
to Causeway Bay

HK$70

Central MTR station 
to Victoria Peak

HK$100

Central MTR station 
to Tsim Sha Tsui

HK$120

Tsim Sha Tsui to Sai HK$170

Tan Buddha
HK$150

Tram
y Best for… sightseeing 
and when you’re not in a 
hurry.

 
HK$2.50 (dropped in a 
box beside the driver as 
you disembark) you can 
rattle along the northern 

coast of Hong Kong Island 
on a double-decker tram 
(6am-12.30am) for as far 
as you like, over 16km of 
track.

Essential 
Information

Business Hours
y Top Tip Banks and 

Sundays.

 Reviews in this book 
won’t list business hours 

standard hours listed 
below.

Banks 9am–4.30pm 
Monday–Friday; some 
branches are also open 
9am–12.30pm Saturday

Bars Noon or 6pm to 
2am–6am

 9.30am–
5pm Monday–Friday, 
9.30am–1pm Saturday

Restaurants Smaller 
eateries from 7am or 
8am to 11pm; formal 
restaurants from 11am to 
at least 10pm

Shops 10am or 11am to 
9pm or 10pm

Customs 
Regulations

 The duty-free allowance 
for visitors arriving in 
Hong Kong (including 
those coming from Macau 
and mainland China) is 19 
cigarettes (or one cigar 
or 25g of tobacco) and 1L 
of spirits. There are few 
other import taxes.

Electricity

Emergency
Fire, Police & Ambulance 
(%999)  

Money-
Saving Tips

 Take the super-

only change to taxi if 
needed.

 Head to museums 
on Wednesdays 
when they have free 
entry, and visit night 
markets (also free).
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

 city ’ Best…
The best experiences

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Hong Kong
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Hong Kong
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Lonely Planet’s 
Hong Kong
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Hong Kong.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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View over Wan Chai (p62) and Kowloon (p94)
IAN TROWER / AWL IMAGES LTD/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Welcome to 
Hong Kong

 Hong Kong beckons and baffles, like the plot in one of 
its award-winning crime thrillers. Behind the city’s futur-
istic facade hide smoky temples, surf-beaten beaches 
and sprawling, cattle-graced country parks. Hong Kong 
quickens the blood, yet reassures with the rule of law, an 
unbeatable transport system and the world’s very best 
dim sum.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Star Ferry (p24)
 At    only HK$2.50, the 15-minute ride on the legendary Star Ferry, with its views 
of the dramatic urban coastline and the shimmering waters of Victoria Har-
bour, must be one of the world’s best-value cruises.
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Tsim Sha Tsui East Promenade (p96)
 This  balmy promenade offers the best vantage points for viewing Hong Kong’s 
most famous imagery: gleaming skyscrapers lined up between emerald hills 
and a sapphire harbour crisscrossed by ships.

Victoria Peak 
(p42)
  Take Hong Kong’s old-
est thrill ride, the Peak 
Tram, for an almost-
vertical ascension to the 
summit and the Peak 
Tower for postcard-
perfect views of the city 
and the harbour.
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HSBC Building (p26)
 Designed  by architect Norman 
Foster, this impressive feat of high-
tech modernism houses the HSBC 
headquarters; this monument 
in glass and steel is one of Hong 
Kong’s most iconic buildings.

Man Mo Temple (p28)
  This Taoist temple mesmerises 
with its bitter-sweet history and 
a smoky air infused by burning 
incense coils hanging from the ceil-
ing like inverted mushrooms in a 
strange garden.

Temple Street Night Market 
(p114)
  Stalls sell a myriad of booty, from 
alarm clocks to Nepalese daggers. 
Nearby, fortune tellers summon from 
dimly lit tents, and Cantonese opera 
singers strike a pose under the stars.

Happy Valley Racecourse 
(p64)
  Even if you don’t bet on the ponies, 
attending an electrifying Wednesday-
evening meeting at this urban race-
course is one of the most exhilarating 
things to do in Hong Kong.
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