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In This Book

 Customs 
Regulations

  The duty-free allow-
ance for visitors arriving 
in Hong Kong (includ-
ing those coming from 
Macau and mainland 
China ) is 19 cigarettes (or 
1 cigar or 25g of tobacco) 
and 1L of spirits. Apart 
from these limits there 
are few other import 
taxes.

  Electricity

220V/50Hz

 Emergencies
 Police,    Fire & 
 Ambulance (%999)

       Internet Access
 Wi-    is widely available. 
A 60-minute  PCCW Wi-Fi 
pass is available at HKTB 
visitor centres.

 Free wi-   can be found 
at:

  Parks, public librar-
ies, sports centres, 

museums, cooked-food 
 markets, community 
halls, and government 
premises (see www
.gov.hk/en/theme/wi  /
location)

  Hong Kong Interna-
tional Airport

  McDonald’s (www.mc
donalds.com.hk), Paci  c 

ing islands, including 
Lantau, Cheung Chau 
and Lamma, from ferry 
terminal piers 4, 5 and 6 
(Map p 30 , F1) in Central: 
New World First Ferry 
Services Ltd (www.nw  
.com.hk) and Hong Kong 
& Kowloon Ferry Ltd 
(www.hkkf.com.hk).

Metro
 y Best for… most urban 
 destinations.

  The Mass Transit Rail-
way (MTR; %2881 8888; 
www.mtr. com.hk; fares $4-25; 
h6am- midnight or 1am) 
has 10 lines,  including 
the Airport Express line 
(p 186 ). Ticket machines 
accept notes and coins 
and dispense change.

  The longer-distance 
MTR East Rail line, which 
runs from Hung Hom 
station to Lo Wu or Lok 
Ma Chau on the mainland 
border, and the West 
Rail line, which links East 
Tsim Sha Tsui station 
with Tuen Mun in the 
New Territories, o  er the 
fastest route to the New 
Territories.

 Minibus
 y Best for… rural desti-
nations   without any MTR 
stations nearby.

  Also known as ‘public 
light buses’, minibuses 
seat up to 16 people. 
Small red ‘minibuses’ ($2 
to $22) don’t run regular 
routes; you can get on 
or o   by request unless 
restricted by road rules. 
Green ‘maxicabs’ make 
designated stops.

 Taxi
 y Best for… late hours 
when the MTR has 
stopped running and 
tra   c is light.

  Hong Kong  taxis are 
a bargain compared to 
taxis in other world-class 
cities. Some sample 
fares:

 Route  Fare

 Central MTR station 
to Causeway Bay

 $40

 Central MTR station 
to Victoria Peak

 $50

 Central MTR station 
to Tsim Sha Tsui

 $80

 Tsim Sha Tsui to Sai 
Kung

 $120

 Tung Chung to 
Tian Tan Buddha

 $145

 Tram
 y Best for… sightseeing 
and when you’re not in a 
hurry.

  For a   at fare of $2.50 
(dropped in a box beside 
the driver as you disem-

bark) you can rattle along 
on Hong Kong Island’s 
double-decker tram (www
.hktramways.com; h6am-
12.30am) as far as you like, 
over 16km of track.

  There are six routes 
but they all move on the 
same tracks along the 
northern coast of Hong 
Kong Island. The longest 
run (Kennedy Town–Shau 
Kei Wan, with a change 
at Western Market) takes 
about 1½ hours. For more 
tram information, see 
p 76 .

 Essential 
Information

 Business Hours
 y Top Tip Banks and 
post o   ces are closed on 
Sundays.

 Exceptions to the follow-
ing   hours are noted in 
listings.

 Restaurants Smaller 
eateries from 7am or 
8am to 11pm; formal 
restaurants from 11am to 
at least 10pm

 Shops 10am or 11am to 
9pm or 10pm

 Practicalities
 Metric System The metric system is o   cially 
used, but traditional Chinese weights and meas-
ures persist at local markets, including leung 
(37.8g) and gan (catty; about 605g). There are 16 
leung to the gan.

 Newspapers & Magazines The local English-
language newspapers are the South China Morn-
ing Post (www.scmp.com), published daily ($7), 
and the Standard (www.thestandard.com.hk),
published Monday to Saturday ($6). The Beijing 
mouthpiece China Daily (www.chinadaily.com
.cn) prints a Hong Kong English-language edi-
tion ($6).

 Radio Popular English-language stations in Hong 
Kong are RTHK Radio 3 (current a  airs and talk 
radio; 567AM, 1584AM, 97.9FM and 106.8FM), 
RTHK Radio 4 (classical music; 97.6FM–
98.9FM), RTHK Radio 6 (BBC World Service 
relays; 675AM), AM 864 (hit parade; 864AM) 
and Metro Plus (news; 1044AM).

 Time Hong Kong Standard Time is eight hours 
ahead of GMT; there is no daylight saving time 
in summer.

TV The two English-language terrestrial stations 
are TVB Pearl and ATV World.
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 Macau Ferry 
Terminal

  You can reach Hong 
Kong from Macau and 
Guangdong by frequent 
ferry services. Macau 
to Hong Kong: Turbojet 
(www.turbojet.com.hk) and 
Cotai Jet (www.cotaijet
.com.mo). Guangdong to 
Hong Kong: Chu Kong 
Passenger Transporta-
tion Company (www.cksp
.com.hk).

  You will arrive in 
Hong Kong either at 
the Hong Kong–Macau 
Ferry Terminal or the 
China Ferry Terminal. The 
former is located next 
to the Sheung Wan MTR 
station, which is stops 
away from destinations 
on Hong Kong Island. The 
China Ferry Terminal is a 
15-minute walk from Tsim 
Sha Tsui MTR station.

 Getting 
Around
 In this book, the nearest 
metro, bus, train/tram or 
ferry route is noted after 
the m, g, j or f in 
each listing. See also the 
transport map on this 
book’s pull-out map.

 Bus
 y Best for… rural desti-
nations without any MTR 
stations nearby.

  Hong Kong’s extensive 
bus system runs from 
5.30 or 6am to midnight 
or 12.30am, with night-
 bus service from 12.45am 
to 5am, and goes just 
about everywhere in the 
territory. You will need ex-
act change or an Octopus 
card (p 187 ).

  Central’s most 
important terminal for 
buses is below Exchange 
Square (Map p 30 , F3). In 
Kowloon the Star Ferry 
bus terminal (Map p 98 , 
B4) has buses heading 
up Nathan Rd and to the 
Hung Hom train station.

  City Bus and New 
World First Bus (www
.nwstbus.com.hk) and 

Kowloon Motor Bus 
(www.kmb.hk) provide user-
friendly route searching 
on their websites.

 Ferry
 y Best for… crossing 
Victoria Harbour from 
Central to Tsim Sha Tsui 
or vice versa.

  There are two Star 
Ferry routes. The more 
popular is the one  run-
ning between Central 
(Outlying Islands ferry 
terminal, pier 7; Map p 30 , 
G1) and Tsim Sha Tsui 
(Map p 98 , B4). Fares are 
$2/3 (lower/upper deck). 
The Star Ferry also links 
Wan Chai with Tsim Sha 
Tsui. For more on the Star 
Ferry, see p 26 .

  Two separate ferry 
companies operate 
services to the outly-

 Salisbury (www.ymcahk.org
.hk) Rooms and dormito-
ries with harbour views in 
Tsim Sha Tsui.

 Island Shangri-la (www
.shangri-la.com) A swish 
number in the eastern 
part of Tsim Sha Tsui.

 BP International (www
.bpih.com.hk) This large ho-
tel overlooking Kowloon 
Park has family rooms.

 Boat Moksha (www.wimdu
.com) An a  ordable B&B 
inside a houseboat 
moored at Aberdeen.

 Arriving in 
Hong Kong
 y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p 17 .

 Hong Kong Inter-
national Airport

  The Airport Express 
(www.mtr.com.hk) is the fast-
est and most  expensive 
way to get to and from 
HKIA. It departs daily 
every 10 to 12 minutes, 
6am to 1am, for Hong 
Kong station ($100, 24 
minutes) in Central, calling 
at Kowloon station ($90) 
in Jordan and at Tsing Yi 
Island ($60) en route.

  An Octopus card 
(p 187 ) or Airport Express 
Travel Pass allows three 
days of unlimited travel 
on the MTR and Light 
Rail and one/two trips 
on the Airport Express 
($220/$300).

  If you are taking the 
Airport Express to the 
airport, most airlines 
allow you to check in 
your bags and receive 
your boarding pass from 
one day to 90 minutes 
before your  ight at 
Hong Kong or Kowloon 
Airport Express stations 
(h5.30am-12.30am).

  Major hotel and guest-
house areas on Hong 
Kong Island are served 
by Air Buses (every 10 to 
30 minutes from 6am to 
midnight). For Central, 
Sheung Wan, Admiralty, 
Wan Chai and Causeway 
Bay take Air Bus A11 
($40); for the south take 
the A10 ($48); for Tsim 
Sha Tsui, Yau Ma Tei and 
Mong Kok take the A21 
($33).

  Night buses are desig-
nated ‘N’. Buy your ticket 
at the booth near the 
airport bus stand.

  Sample taxi fares from 
the airport: Central, 
Sheung Wan, Admiralty, 
Wan Chai and Causeway 
Bay: $300; the south 

$320 to $350; Tsim Sha 
Tsui, Yau Ma Tei and Mong 
Kok: $230.

 Lo Wu or 
Lok Ma Chau

  If you cross the border 
from Shenzhen via the 
Lo Wu or Lok Ma Chau 
border gates, take the 
MTR East Rail line after 
passing through cus-
toms. You can change to 
destinations in Kowloon 
at Kowloon Tong station 
and to destinations in 
Hong Kong Island at Tsim 
Sha Tsui station.

  If you take cross-border 
buses from Guangdong 
to Hong Kong, you’ll 
need to alight from and 
reboard the buses before 
and after going through 
customs in Lo Wu or 
Lok Ma Chau. Almost all 
buses stop near MTR 
stations so you can 
either change to MTR or 
taxi, depending on your 
destination. Check CTS 
Express Coach (http://
ctsbus.hkcts.com) and 
Trans-Island Limousine 
Service (www.trans-island
.com.hk) for departure and 
arrival points of cross-
border buses.

 Travel Passes
 The Octopus card (www.octopuscards.com) is a 
rechargeable ‘smart card’ valid on the MTR and 
most forms of public transport in Hong Kong. 
It even allows you  to make purchases at retail 
outlets across the territory. It costs $150 ($70 
for children and seniors), which includes a $50 
refundable deposit  and $100 worth of travel. 
Octopus fares are about 5% cheaper than ordi-
nary ones on the MTR. You can buy a card and 
recharge at any MTR station.

 For shorter stays there’s the new MTR Tour-
ist Day Pass ($55), valid on the MTR for 24 
hours after the first use.
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  Temple Street Night Market (p114)
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 Best Noodle and 
Congee Shops
 Nathan Congee and 
Noodle (p 120 ) Charming 
50-year-old shop.

 Good Hope Noodle 
(p 120 ) Michelin-crowned 
noodle and congee place.

 Tasty Congee & Noodle 
Wonton Shop (p 37 ) 
Yummy Michelin-
endorsed noodles, 
congee and dishes in 
upmarket surrounds.

 Kau Kee (p 38 ) Cele-
brated for its beef brisket 
with noodles.

 Best Asian Eateries
 Old Bazaar Kitchen 
(p 75 ) Laudable 
Malaysian or Chinese-
Malaysian dishes.

 Ziafat (p 103 ) Arabic and 
Indian, but more Indian 
than Arabic; and shisha.

 Woodlands (p 105 ) 
Popular place for Indian 
vegetarian food.

 Best European 
Eateries
 Linguini Fini (p 38 ) 
Casual Italian in a cosy 
setting.

 La Creperie (p 75 ) 
Authentic crepes and 
galettes.

 Life Cafe (p 49 ) Creative 
vegetarian or vegan fare 
for dine-in or takeaway.

 Best Chinese 
Budget Restaurants
 Vbest Tea House (p 50 ) 
Cantonese home-cooking 
and great teas.

 Din Tai Fung (p 104 ) 
Shanghainese and 
northern classics by a 
Taiwanese chain.

 Ser Wong Fun (p 51 ) Old-
school Cantonese dishes 
and snake soup.

 Spring Deer (p 105 ) Solid 
Northern Chinese fare; 
very busy.

 Best for Local 
Edibles
 Honeymoon Dessert 
(p 137 ) Chinese-style 
desserts made with fruits 
or pulses.

 Yiu Fung Store (p 83 ) A 
speciality store for tradi-
tional Chinese snacks.

 Kowloon Soy Com-
pany (p 57 ) An old shop 
famous for its Chinese 
condiments and snacks.

Best

 It is not di   cult to eat well and cheaply in Hong 
Kong, compared to Tokyo or London. If you’re 
looking to spend under $200 per person on a 
meal, there are good Chinese and South Asian 
options aplenty. For anything under $100, your 
dining room would be a noodle and congee shop, 
cha chaan tang, dai pai dong or fast-food chain.

  Cha Chaan Tang
 The quintessential  Hong Kong eatery, the ‘tea cafe’ 
appeared in the 1940s to provide cheap Western-
style snacks to people who couldn’t afford Earl 
Grey and cucumber sandwiches. Most, like Mido 
Cafe (p 121 ), serve sandwiches, noodles, and tea 
or coffee with milk; some also serve rice dishes, 
curries and seafood, and Western-inspired pastries 
such as egg custard tarts.

 Dai Pai Dong
 After WWII, the government issued licences to 
the families of deceased civil servants so that they 
could operate food stalls for a living. The licence 
was physically big, so locals referred to these eater-
ies as ‘big licence stall’ (  dai pai dong). Tradition-
ally, they are open-air hawker-style places, but 
many have been relocated to ‘cooked-food centres’ 
in buildings for easier management. Operators 
may serve anything from congee and sandwiches 
to hotpots and seafood. 

 Best Dai Pai Dong
 Temple Street Night 
Market (p 114 ) Both stalls 
and under-the-stars; 
quick bites and hotpots.

 Ap Lei Chau Market 
Cooked Food Centre 
(p 90 ) They’ll also cook 
seafood bought from the 
market downstairs.

 Lan Fong Yuen (p 51 ) 
Noodles, pastries and 
Hong Kong–style 
milk tea. 

 Budget Eats & 
Street Food

y Top Tips
  To save money, go 

to a cha chaan tang 
for the breakfast set 
or tea set. Portions 
are slightly smaller 
than a la carte . All 
sets come with a 
drink.
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 Classified Mozzarella Bar
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 4 Spring Garden 
Lane
 Cross the road to take a 
look at  Spring Garden 
Lane, one of the first 
areas developed by 
the British. A British 
merchant had a lavish 
residence here named 
Spring Gardens, and 
Spring Garden Lane 
was the length between 
its north and south 
gates. In the 1900s, the 
lane harboured many 
brothels.

 5 Ghost House
 Come back to the south-
ern side of Queen’s Rd 
East. Peep inside myste-
rious   Hung Shing Tem-
ple (p 70 ), once a seaside 
shrine. Just west of the 
temple turn up the hill 
along Ship St and stand 
before the now-derelict 
 Ghost House at 55 Nam 
Koo Terrace. Its history 
is a wretched one: it 
was used by Japanese 
soldiers as a brothel 
housing ‘comfort 
women’ in WWII.

 6  Star Street
 Star St neighbourhood is 
a quiet corner that con-
tains the old – including 
a family-run dai pai 
dong (hawker-style food 
stall) on St Francis St – 
and the new – quaint 
boutiques, cafes and 
restaurants. Just above 
Classified Mozzarella 
Bar (p 76 ) is a six-storey 
balconied building in 
art-deco style. At the 
junction of Wing Fung 
St and Queen’s Rd East 
you’ll see a building 
with signage to the 
Admiralty MTR station 
just under it.

 1 Pak Tai Temple
 A five-minute stroll 
south from Wan Chai 
MTR station, past John-
ston Rd, lies stunning 
  Pak Tai Temple (p 70 ), 
built 150 years ago by 
local residents.

 2 Hong Kong 
House of Stories
 Further down the slope 
on Stone Nullah Lane, 
the   Hong Kong House 
of Stories (p 71 ), aka 
the Blue House, will 
show you what life was 
like in Wan Chai in the 
last century (the house 
has no toilet-flushing 
facilities). It was 
painted blue during a 
renovation in the 1920s 
because the government 
had surplus blue paint.

 3 Old Wan Chai 
Post Office
 Head west on Queen’s 
Rd East and glance 
across at the streamline 
moderne facade of a 
shopping centre that 
used to be the Wan 
Chai Market. Once the 
neighbourhood hub, the 
market was used as a 
mortuary by Japanese 
forces in WWII. The 
pocket-sized  Old Wan 
Chai Post Office (p 71 ) is 
Hong Kong’s oldest.

 The Walk
   Wan Chai’s old coastline used to run near the tram 
tracks on Johnston Rd before zealous land reclama-
tion pushed the shoreline to the north. During that 
time, the area around Queen’s Rd East and Johnston 
Rd was a small fishing village with shrines and 
temples overlooking the sea. After the British came, 
shipyards were built along  the bay and ‘second-
rank’ Europeans  who could not afford to live on 
Victoria Peak made their homes on the hills south of 
Queen’s Rd East. Now that area still contains some 
of Wan Chai’s most exclusive real estate. Though 
new Wan Chai is an exciting commercial district 
with gleaming skyscrapers and five-star hotels, for 
those keen on exploration, the south side of the 
(tram) tracks will always be more interesting.

 Start Pak Tai Temple; mWan Chai, exit A3

 Finish Star St; mAdmiralty, exit F

 Length 1.2km; two hours

5 Take a Break
 La Creperie (p 75 )

#

#

#

#

#

# æ

æ

æ

æ

æ

æ

ADMIRALTY WAN CHAI

MORRISON
HILL

HAPPY
VALLEY

Southorn
Playground

Queen's Rd East

Sh
ip
S
t

Gre
ss

on
St

Lu
n
Fa
t S

t

TaiYuen
S
t

Ta
iW

on
g S

tW
es

t
Ta

i W
on

g S
t E

as
t

Sun St

Sw
at
ow

S
t

Am
oy

St

Star St

Le
e
Tu
ng

St

StFra nc
isS

t

St
on

e
N
ul
la
h
La

Spring
Garden La

C
hu

n
Yu

en
St

Johnston Rd

#4

#3

#1

#6

#5

#2
0 200 m
0 0.1 miles#e

Best Walks
 Wan Chai’s 
Forgotten Streets

 Wan Chai’s Forgotten Streets  161160

44
4

44
4
44

44
44
44

#

#
#

#

#

\

\
\

\

\

R

#

#

æ

æ

#

#

#

#

#
##

#

f

f

f

f
úû

ú

#

#

Ù

Ù

Power Station

Quarry
& Cement
Works

Ferry
Pier

Luk Chau
Wan

Sok Kwu Wan
(Picnic Bay)

Ha Mei
Wan

Tung
O Wan

Tit Sha
Long

Lo So Shing
Beach

S O U T H C H I N A
S E A

Luk Chau

Lo So
Shing Mo TatWan

Tai
Peng

Yung ShueWan
East Lamma
Channel

Luk
Chau

Fe
rri
es
to
Ab
erd

ee
n v
ia
Ma

Ta
tW

an

Ling Kok
Shan

#4

#6

#2

#5

#1

#3
0 1 km
0 0.5 miles#e

#\

1 Main Street, Yung Shue Wan
 Spend a couple of hours exploring 
the shops in  Yung Shue Wan (Banyan 
Bay). There’s a small   Tin Hau temple 
(c late 19th century) at the street’s 
southern end. Stop for ‘shepherdess’ 
pie at ecoconscious   Bookworm Cafe 
( ; bookwormcafe.com.hk; 79 Main 
St, Yung Shue Wan; h10am-9pm Mon-Fri, 
9am-10pm Sat, 9am-9pm Sun; vi), which 
doubles as a secondhand bookshop.

 2   Hung Shing Yeh Beach
 All fuelled up, begin the hour-long 
(4km) Family Trail that runs between 
Yung Shue Wan and Sok Kwu Wan. 
Lamma’s  most popular beach, Hung 
Shing Yeh, is located midway along 
the trail, and on weekdays it’s almost 
deserted. There are changing rooms, 
but you may want to pack your own 
picnic.

 3  Kamikaze Caves
 Before entering Sok Kwu Wan, you’ll 
pass three ‘kamikaze caves’: grottoes 
measuring 10m wide and 30m deep 
and built by the occupying Japanese 
forces to house motorboats wired with 
explosives to disrupt Allied shipping 
during WWII. They were never used.

 4 Sok Kwu Wan
 At idyllic  Sok Kwu Wan (Picnic Bay, 
but literally ‘strings and fishnets bay’), 
there’s    Lamma Fisherfolk’s Village (

; lammafisherfolks.com.hk; adult/
child $60/$50; h10am-7pm Mon-Fri), a 
floating museum and theme park that 
showcases Hong Kong’s fishing cul-
ture, and a renovated Tin Hau temple 
( ), c 1826.

 5 Lamcombe Seafood 
Restaurant
 Hike back to Yung Shue Wan for din-
ner.  Lamcombe ( ; %2982 
0881; 47 Main St, Yung Shue Wan; meals from 
$150; hlunch & dinner) has been serving 
up tasty fried squid and steamed scal-
lops for over 10 years. Portions are big 
and service is decent.

 6  Island Society Bar
 Need one for the road? This bar (

; 6 Main St, Yung Shue Wan; h5pm-late 
Mon-Fri, noon-late Sat & Sun) is the closest 
one to the ferry pier and the oldest 
watering hole on Lamma. Long-term 
expats come here for the low-down 
on everything. It’s also the home of 
the feisty Lamma ladies’ dragon-boat 
team. 

 

 Getting There

 N Outlying Islands 
Ferry Terminal, 
Central: Pier 4. Most 
sailings stop at the 
larger village Yung 
Shue Wan; some stop 
at Sok Kwu Wan.

Laidback  Lamma attracts herb-growers, musi-
cians and New Age therapists from a rainbow of 
cultures. Village stores stock Prosecco, and 
Chinese mongrels obey commands in French. 
Hike to the beach, your unlikely compass three 
coal-fired plants against the skyline, looking more 
trippy than grim. Spend the afternoon chilling, 
and in the evening glow, feast on prawns and 
calamari by the pier.

 Lamma Island
Local Life
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 %2327 8141, 2351 
5640

 www.siksikyuen.org.hk

 2 Chuk Yuen Village, 
Wong Tai Sin

 suggested donation $2

 h7am-5.30pm

 y Top Tips
  Colourful ceremonies 

take place in the main 
altar; call for times.

  Nearby:    Ap Liu Street 
Flea Market ( ; 
Apliu St, btwn Nam Cheong & 
Yen Chow Sts, Sham Shui Po; 
hnoon-midnight; mSham 
Shui Po, exit A1): digital- 
and electronic-gadget 
heaven;  Jockey Club 
Creative Arts Centre 
( ; 
www.jccac.org.hk; 30 Pak Tin 
St, Shek Kip Mei; h10am-
10pm; mShek Kip Mei, exit 
C): former factory now 
artists’ studios.

 5 Take a Break
 Nearby  Wing Lai Yuen 
( ; 15-17 
Fung Tak Rd; h11am-
11pm) has cheap and 
tasty Sichuanese 
noodles.

 Don’t Miss

 The Deity
  Wong Tai Sin was a shepherd who was said to 
have transformed boulders into sheep. When he 
was 15, an immortal taught him how to make 
a potion that could cure all illnesses; he is thus 
worshipped by the sick and the health-conscious. 
The term ‘Wong Tai Sin’ is sometimes used to 
describe those who are generous to a fault.

 Main Altar
 The main altar is where ceremonies take place. 
The image of the deity was brought here from 
Guangdong province in 1915. Behind the main 
altar are the   Good Wish Gardens (h9am-4pm; 
suggested donation $2), replete with pavilions and 
carp ponds.

 Fortune Telling
 To the left of the entrance is an arcade of  fortune 
tellers (consultations from $100), some of whom 
speak English. You can also divine your future 
with chim – bamboo ‘fortune sticks’ that are 
shaken out of a box on to the ground and then 
interpreted by a fortune teller.

 Nearby:  Chi Lin Nunnery
 Just one MTR stop away from the temple is this 
arresting Buddhist nunnery ( ; www.chilin
.org; 5 Chi Lin Dr; admission free; h9am-4.30pm nunnery, 
6.30am-7pm garden; mDiamond Hill, exit C2), rebuilt 
completely of wood in 1998 – with not a single 
nail – in the style of a Tang dynasty monastery.

 Also in the complex is  Chi Lin Vegetarian 
( - ; Nan Lian Garden; meals from $150; 
h11.30am-9pm; v), an excellent restaurant.
 

 Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin Temple
Top Sights

 A sensory whirl of roofs and pillars, intricate 
latticework, bridges,  owers and incense, this bus-
tling Taoist temple,   built in 1973, has something for 
all walks of Hong Kong society, from   pensioners and 
tycoons to parents and young professionals. Some 
come  simply to pray and thank the deity, some to 
divine their future, others to get hitched – Sik Sik 
Yuen is an appointed temple for Taoist weddings in 
Hong Kong.
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 Getting There

 m Wong Tai Sin, 
exit B2

127Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin TempleWorth a Trip126
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Hong Kong Island: 
Admiralty, Wan 
Chai & Causeway 
Bay (p60)
Quiet Admiralty has a 
classy gallery; Wan Chai 
buzzes with temples, 
nightlife and multilingual 
kitchens; in Causeway 
Bay, shoppers shop.

Top SightsE
Hong Kong Park
Happy Valley Racecourse

Kowloon: Tsim Sha 
Tsui (p94)
Sophisticated, with great 
museums, iconic views, 
colonial gems and all of 
Central's superlatives on 
a more human scale.

Top SightsE
Tsim Sha Tsui East 
Promenade

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Victoria Peak
Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai 
Sin Temple

Trip to Macau (p142)
Top SightsE

Ruins of the Church of 
St Paul

New Territories (p128)

Tian Tan Buddha

Kowloon: Yau Ma 
Tei & Mong Kok 
(p112)
A famous night market 
and a leafy temple 
define Yau Ma Tei; Mong 
Kok offers sardine-
packed commercialism.

Top SightsE
Temple Street Night 
Market
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Hong Kong Island: 
Lan Kwai Fong & 
Soho (p42)
Art galleries, stylish bars 
and life – surprisingly 
simple and unadorned – 
grace the streets of 
Hong Kong's partying 
epicentre.

Hong Kong Island: 
Aberdeen & the 
South (p84)
Sunny beaches, a balmy 
bazaar, white-knuckle 
mechanical rides, 
sampan cruises and 
yummy seafood.

Hong Kong Island: 
Central & Sheung 
Wan (p22)
Central: high finance 
meets haute couture; 
Sheung Wan: temples, 
antiques and fine art.

Top SightsE
HSBC Building
Star Ferry
Man Mo Temple

 

 Neighbourhoods
 Hong Kong 

Neighbourhoods  1918

 For more information, see Survival 
Guide (p183).

  Currency
 Hong Kong dollar ($) for Hong Kong, 

 pataca (MOP$) for Macau.

 Language
 Cantonese, English and  Mandarin. Also 

Portuguese for Macau.

 Visas
 Not required for  visitors from the US, 

Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the EU, 
Israel and South Africa for up to 30 days.

 Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted in most hotels and restaurants; 
some budget places only take cash.

 Mobile Phones
 Set your phone to roaming, or    buy a local 
SIM card if you need to make lots of calls.

 Time
 Hong Kong Time (GMT/ UTC plus 

eight hours)

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs are UK-style with three square prongs. 
North American visitors will need an  adaptor 
and/or transformer. Most convenience stores 

sell adaptors.

 Tipping
 Taxi drivers only expect you to round up   to the 

nearest dollar. Many restaurants add a 10% 
service charge to the bill.

 Getting Around
 Hong Kong’s efficient Mass Transit Railway 
(MTR) system, comprehensive bus network, 
and ferries to outlying islands will take you 
almost anywhere you need to go. A prepaid 
Octopus card can be used on most forms of 
public transport in Hong Kong. For shorter 
stays, buy a one-day or three-day pass for 
unlimited rides on the MTR. They are avail-
able at any MTR station.

 m MTR
 Hong Kong’s subway and train system 
covers most of the city and is the easiest 
way to get around; most lines run from 6am 
to midnight.

 J Bus
 Extensive network and ideal for short rides; 
most lines run from 6am to midnight.

 U Tram
 Runs on the northern strip of Hong Kong 
Island. Slow but great views; runs from 6am 
to midnight.

 N Ferry
 Star Ferry connects Hong Kong Island and 
Kowloon through the scenic harbour; runs 
from 6.30am to 11.30pm. More modern ferry 
fleets run between Central and outlying 
islands.  

 Arriving in 
Hong Kong

 Fly into Hong Kong  International Airport 
(HKIA; www.hongkongairport.com), or cross 
the border at Lo Wu or Lok Ma Chau from 
Shenzhen on mainland China by bus or train 
(www.mtr.com.hk). Transport to the city 
centre is easy and convenient.

 A Hong Kong International 
Airport

 Destination  Best Transport
 Central  Airport Express; 

Air Bus A11

 Sheung Wan, 
Wan Chai & 
Causeway Bay

 Airport Express then 
taxi; Air Bus A11

 Aberdeen & South  Air Bus A10

 Tsim Sha Tsui, Yau 
Ma Tei & Mong Kok

 Airport Express then 
taxi; Air Bus A21

 Lo Wu & Lok Ma Chau border gates
 Destination  Best Transport
 Admiralty, Central & 
Tsim Sha Tsui

 MTR East Line to 
Kwun Tong Line to 
Tsuen Wan Line

 Sheung Wan, 
Wan Chai & 
Causeway Bay

 MTR as per Central, 
change at Central 
to Island Line.

 Yau Ma Tei & 
Mong Kok

 MTR East Line to 
Kwun Tong Line

 At the Airport
 At Hong Kong International Airport, two 
Customer Services Centres (arrivals hall 
h7am-11pm, departures hall h5am-1am) 
provide maps; money-exchange and banking 
counters; ATMs; duty-free  shops; and pay 
or courtesy phones. A couple of counters at 
the arrivals hall help with accommodation 
or car hire. A short-term baggage storage 
facility is located on Level 3 of Terminal 2.

 

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than $600

   Guesthouse $130 to $350

  Food at a cha chaan tang (teahouse) or 
dai pai dong (hawker-style food stall) 
$50 to $90

 Midrange $600 to $1600
   Hotel room $520 to $880

   Dinner at midrange Chinese restaurant 
from $300 per person 

 Top End more than $1600
   Boutique or four-star hotel room $2000

   Dinner at top Chinese restaurant from 
$800 per person 

 Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com
/hong-kong)  Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveller information and more.

 Discover Hong Kong (www.discover
hongkong.com) Solid tourist-authority 
website.

 Urbtix (www.urbtix.hk) Book tickets to 
entertainment events in town.

 Time Out Hong Kong (www.timeout.com
.hk) Events and entertainment listings.

 Advance Planning
 Two months before Check dates of Chinese 
festivals; book tickets for major perform-
ances; book a table at top restaurants.
 One month Book tickets for fringe festivals, 
live shows; book a table at popular 
restaurants.
 Two weeks Book harbour cruises, nature 
tours.
 One week Check the weather.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Hong Kong 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Hong Kong 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

 Hong Kong ’ Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot

0-title-contents-pk-hko4.indd   2 22/11/2012   9:47:16 AM



Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Lonely Planet’s 
 Hong Kong 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Hong Kong .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Hong Kong

 Like love, Hong Kong is an enigma. The city of glass 
towers, stellar kitchens and award-winning gangster Triad 
films is also home to crumbling villages, a Late Jurassic 
volcano and idyllic beaches teeming with fish and luxury 
yachts. It’s a city full of pulse-quickening possibilities, yet 
solidly grounded by the rule of law and the world’s best 
transport system. 

Hong Kong Top Sights ........................................ 8
Hong Kong Local Life ..........................................12
Hong Kong Day Planner .................................... 14
Need to Know ..................................................... 16
Hong Kong Neighbourhoods ............................ 18
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