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Top Sights
The city’s must-see 
sights plus expert 
advice to make your 
trip even better.

Best of Edinburgh 
We’ve found the 
best walks, food, 
art, shopping, views, 
nightlife and more.

Local Life
Discover how to 
unlock the city with 
guides to areas that 
the locals really love. 

EDINBURGH
TOP SIGHTS • LOCAL LIFE • MADE EASY

Top Sight Best of Edi bLocal Life
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Old Town (p22)
A maze of narrow wynds 
(alleys) and cobbled 
streets, strung out along 
the Royal Mile, home to 
the city's main historical 
sights. 

Top SightsE
Edinburgh Castle
Real Mary King’s Close
National Museum of 
Scotland 

Holyrood & Arthur's 
Seat (p54)
At the foot of the Royal 
Mile, contains the 
Scottish Parliament and 
the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse, and is 
the gateway to the 
craggy parkland of 
Arthur's Seat.

Top SightsE
Palace of 
Holyroodhouse
Scottish Parliament 
Building

Leith (p110)
Redeveloped industrial 
docklands now occupied 
by restaurants, bars and 
Ocean Terminal, the 
city’s biggest shopping 
centre.

Top SightsE
Royal Yacht Britannia

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Rosslyn Chapel
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Stockbridge
(p100)
A former village with its 
own distinct identity, 
stylish and quirky shops 
and a good choice of 
pubs and restaurants.

Top SightsE
Royal Botanic Garden

New Town (p66)
Georgian terraces lined 
with designer boutiques, 
wine bars and cocktail 
lounges, plus Princes 
Street Gardens and the 
perfect viewpoint of 
Calton Hill.

Top SightsE
Scottish National 
Portrait Gallery
Princes Street Gardens

West End & 
Dean Village
(p90)
More Georgian elegance 
and upmarket shops, 
leading down to the 
picturesque Dean Village 
in the wooded valley of 
the Water of Leith. 

Top SightsE
Scottish National 
Gallery of Modern Art

South Edinburgh 
(p120)
A peaceful residential 
area of Victorian 
tenement flats and 
spacious garden villas; 
not much in the way of 
tourist attractions, but 
good walking territory 
and many good 
restaurants and pubs.

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Edinburgh’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot

The Best 
of Edinburgh
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Edinburgh
The best things to 
see and do, 
neighbourhood by 
nieghbourhood 

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Lonely Planet’s 
Edinburgh
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
neighbourhoods and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Edinburgh.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly

g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Edinburgh

 Edinburgh is one of Britain’s most beautiful cities, ‘a dream 
in masonry and living rock’ perched upon ancient crags, with 
the medieval maze of the Old Town gazing across verdant 
gardens to the Georgian elegance of the New Town. History 
and architecture are leavened with a bacchanalia of bars, in-
novative restaurants and Scotland’s most stylish shops, all 
wrapped in a cityscape immortalised in literature and film.

Edinburgh Top Sights ............................................... 8

Edinburgh Local Life ................................................12

Edinburgh Day Planner ...........................................14

Need to Know ...........................................................16

Edinburgh Neighbourhoods ...................................18

View over Edinburgh from Calton Hill (p77)
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