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Top Sights
The city’s must-see 
sights plus expert 
advice to make your 
trip even better.

Best of Dubai 
We’ve found the best 
walks, food, spas, 
shopping, beaches, 
nightlife and more.

Local Life
Discover how to 
unlock the city with 
guides to areas that 
the locals really love. 
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In This Book

 Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet Hotels 
(www.hotels.lonelyplanet
.com) Lonely Planet’s 
online booking service, 
with the lowdown on the 
best places to stay.

 HRS (www.hrs.com) Em-
phasis on budget hotels 
and hotel apartments.

 De  nitely Dubai (www
.de  nitelydubai.com) Run 
by the o   cial tourist 
authority, with a solid 
choice of mainly mid-
range to top-end hotels.

 Bed & Breakfast World 
(www.bedandbreakfastworld
.com/dubai) More oriented 
towards hotel apartments 
and budget hotels than 
traditional B&Bs.

 Best Budget
 Golden Sands Apart-
ments (www.goldensands
dubai.com) Well-equipped 
apartments in Bur Dubai.

 Centro Barsha (www
.rotana.com) Small 
contemporary rooms a 
10-minute walk from the 
Mall of the Emirates.

 Ibis Mall of the Emir-
ates (www.ibishotel.com) 
Close to the World Trade 
Centre, and part of a well-
known chain. Rooms are 
compact but adequate.

 Villa 47 (www.villa47.com) A 
sweet B&B near the air-
port on a quiet residential 
street.

 Best Midrange
 Riviera Hotel (www
.rivierahotel-dubai.com) A 
reliable choice, with a 
soothing colour scheme, 
plush carpeting and great 
Creek views.

 Orient Guest House 
(www.orientguesthouse
.com) Romantic small 
guesthouse in the heart 
of the historic Bastakia 
Quarter.

 Ramada Hotel (www
.ramadadubai.com) Along 
with the fabulous stained 
glass in the atrium, 
rooms here get the 
thumbs-up for their split-
level spaciousness.

 Rydges Plaza (www.rydges
.com) Has a clubby 

English-style decor: 
classic wallpaper, plush 
carpeting and shiny dark-
wood furniture.

 Best Top End
 One&Only Royal Mirage 
(www.oneandonlyresorts
.com) This hotel is a class 
act all round, with its 
sumptuous Moorish-
inspired architecture and 
top-notch facilities.

 Al-Qasr (www.madinat
jumeirah.com) Styled after 
an Arabian summer pal-
ace, rooms sport heavy 
arabesque  ourishes, 
rich colours and cushy 
furnishings.

 Jumeirah Emirates 
Tower (www.jumeirah.com) 
Housed in one of Dubai’s 
soaring steel-and-glass 
buildings, this is consid-
ered one of the Middle 
East’s top business 
hotels.
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 Single or Sharing?
 According to local culture, unmarried men and 
women should not share a room. In practice 
most hotels turn a blind eye. If this is something 
that concerns you, reserve your hotel in advance 
providing names in full. Having two different 
names is no tip-off, as most married Arab 
women keep their name. Two men sharing is 
acceptable, while single women checking into a 
hotel room alone may raise eyebrows due to the 
large number of ‘working girls’ in town.
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  Book Your Stay
 y Top Tip If you like a 
drink, make sure your hotel 
isn’t ‘dry’!

  There are essentially two 
types of hotel in Dubai: 
the beach resort and the 
city hotel.

  Beach hotels are gener-
ally  ve star, with private 
beaches and luxurious 
facilities.

  Midrange options cater 
to the business market, 
with meeting facilities, 
modern rooms and gyms.

  Budget hotels vary 
considerably. Go for a 
respected name like Ibis.

  Hotel apartments are 
another option and are 
particularly well suited to 
families.

  Room rates  uctuate 
enormously; always ask 
for the ‘best price’.

  Most hotels are child-
friendly, and facilities 
o  ered are of an extremely 
high standard.

 When  to  Go

  Winter (Dec–Feb) 
A good season to visit, 
although you can expect 
occasional cold patches 
around the New Year.

  Spring (Mar–Apr) 
One of the best times to 
be here, with tempera-
tures around 30°C.

  Summer (Jul–Aug) 
Months to avoid, when 
temperatures average 

around 43°C with a 
sti  ing 95% humidity. 
The one plus is that ac-
commodation prices are 
slashed.

  Autumn (Oct–Nov) 
Together with springtime, 
this is an ideal period to 
visit as temperatures are 
tolerable.

 Before You Go

 Survival 
Guide
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(Dh5) are also good for 
sightseeing.

 Bus
 y Best for... longer trips.

  A network of 79  bus 
routes covers most of 
Dubai. However, buses 
can be crowded and slow. 
Of more interest are the 
long-distance buses.

  Buses to Abu Dhabi 
(one-way/return 
Dh20/40, two hours, 
every 40 minutes) leave 
from Dubai’s Al-Ghubaiba 
Bus Station (Map p 42 ). 
The bus is comfortable.

  For more information, 
visit www.rta.ae.

 Taxis
 y Best for... convenience.

  Dubai has a large, 
modern  eet of metered 
 taxis, but not enough to 
meet demand. Expect 
long waits, especially 
during peak hour and at 
shopping malls.

  The starting fare is Dh3 
(Dh6 if you book), plus 
Dh1.60 per km.

  From 10pm to 6am 
starting fare is Dh3.50, 
plus Dh1.70 per km.

 Metro
 y Best for... price and 
speed.

  The Red Line runs from 
near Dubai Interna-
tional Airport to Jebel Ali 
(Dh5.80, one hour eight 
minutes, every  ve to 
eight minutes).

  The Green Line runs 
from Etislat, northwest 
of the airport, to Dubai 
Healthcare City (Map 
p 42 ; Dh4.10, 45 minutes, 
every six to eight min-
utes), just south of Oud 
Metha in Bur Dubai.

  The advantages of the 
 metro include low fares 
(Dh1.80 to Dh5.80) and 
frequency (every 10 min-
utes from 6am to 11pm 
Saturday to Thursday, 
and from 1pm to midnight 
on Fridays).

  A disadvantage is that 
you may still need to 
take a taxi from the end 
metro stop to your  nal 
destination.

  For more information, 
visit www.rta.ae.

 Essential 
Information
  Business Hours
 y Top Tip Don’t forget 
that  hours are reduced 
during Ramadan.

 Restaurants noon to 
3pm and 7.30pm to 
midnight

 Shopping malls 10am to 
10pm Sunday to Wednes-
day, 10am to midnight 
Thursday to Saturday

 Souqs 9am to 1pm and 
4pm to 9pm Saturday to 
Thursday, 4pm to 9pm 
Friday

 In this guide, times are 
not included unless they 
di  er from the above.

  Electricity

230V/50Hz

  Emergency
  Ambulance (%998/999)

  Fire department (%997)

  Police (emergency %999, 
headquarters %04-229 2222)

 Ra   es Dubai (www
.dubai.ra   es.com) Built in 
the shape of a pyramid, 
this high-octane hot 
spot sports magni  cent 
oversize rooms.

 Arriving in 
Dubai
 y Top  Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p 17 .

 Dubai International 
Airport

 Airport Buses
 Buses (%800 9090; Dh3) 
run every 30 minutes to 
Deira’s Al-Sabkha Bus 
Station (bus 401; Map 
p 26 ) and Al-Ghubaiba 
Bus Station in Bur Dubai 
(bus 402; Map p 42 ).

 Metro
 The Dubai Metro (www.
rta.ae) runs from Satur-
day to Wednesday from 
5.50am to midnight, 
Thursday 5.50am to 1am 
and Friday 1pm to 1am. 
The Red Line makes 
several stops in Deira, 
including Deira City Cen-
tre (Map p 26 ), Al-Rigga 

(Map p 26 ) and Union 
Sq (Map p 26 ). Also 
convenient for hotels in 
downtown Dubai around 
the Financial Centre 
(Map p 86 ), the Mall 
of the Emirates (Map 
p 104 ) and Dubai Marina 
(Map p 104 ), where a 
connecting feeder bus 
has several stops in the 
marina.

 Change at Union for the 
Metro’s Green Line for 
additional Deira and Bur 
Dubai stops, including 
Baniyas Sq (Map p 26 ), 
Palm Deira (Map p 26 ), 
Al-Ras (Map p 26 ) and Al-
Ghubaiba (Map p 26 ).

 Taxis
 From the arrivals area, 
Dubai Transport taxis 
cost between Dh45 and 
Dh90 depending on your 
destination and include a 
Dh20 airport surcharge.

 Getting 
Around
   Boat
 y Best for... scenic rides.

   Abras (traditional 
wooden boats; Dh1) are 
a wonderful way to cross 
the Creek. Water buses 

 Nol Cards
 Before you hop on a local bus or the Metro, you 
must buy a rechargeable Nol (www.nol.ae) card 
from ticket offices at any metro station, most 
bus stations, or from ticket vending machines.

 There are four categories of Nol Card: red, sil-
ver, gold and blue (aimed at residents). If you’re 
only going to use public transport a few times, 
get a Red Card, which costs Dh2 and may be 
recharged for up to 10 journeys. Fares depend 
on distance and are divided into five zones.

 Those planning on travelling more frequently 
should get a Silver Card for Dh20 (including Dh14 of 
credit). The Gold Card has the same features as the 
Silver Card but gives you access to the Gold Class 
carriage and is roughly double the price.

 Day passes for unlimited travel in all zones are 
Dh14. Children under five years old travel free.

Essential Information  149148  Survival Guide

Dubai Mall (p82) is the world’s largest shopping mall
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 Deira City Centre (p 35 ) 
A no-nonsense shopping 
mall with a sound mix 
of international chains 
and smaller independent 
stores.

 Best for Exciting 
Fashions
 If (p 79 ) Exciting cutting-
edge fashion by up-and-
coming young designers.

 S*uce (p 64 ) Innova-
tive fashions with funky 
colours and designs.

 Harvey Nichols 
(p 117 ) Supercool, super-
contemporary 
and superclassy fashions 
for gals looking for that 
stylish edge.

 Best for Souvenirs
 Al-Orooba Oriental 
(p 55 ) Great for Bedouin 
jewellery, ceramics, 
prayer beads and woven 
carpets and rugs.

 Lata’s (p 77 ) Some of the 
best choices of souvenirs, 
including the unabash-
edly kitsch, and quality 
handicrafts.

 O’ de Rose (p 78 ) The 
place to come for quirky 
and unusual gifts.

 Best for 
Accessories
 Covent Garden Market 
(p 116 ) Several stores 
here sell accessories, 
including handmade jew-
ellery, sequinned bags 
and colourful scarves.

 Blue Cactus (p 65 ) The 
brightly coloured jewel-
lery and accessories 
here come primarily 
from Mexico, which gives 
them an original edge.

Best

 Dubai loves to shop. The city has just about per-
fected the art of the mall, which is the de facto 
air-conditioned ‘town plaza’. Dubai malls have ski 
slopes, ice rinks and aquariums. They look like 
ancient Persia, futuristic movie sets or a little bit 
of Disneyland – surrounded by desert.

 How to Find a Bargain
 The range of stores – high-street to designer, elec-
tronics to carpets – is amazing, but true bargains 
are rare outside of the annual Dubai Shopping Fes-
tival in January. The souqs in Deira and Bur Dubai 
can have good prices, providing you’re willing to 
haggle. Deira’s Gold Souq is one of the cheapest 
places in the world to buy gold.

 The Shopping Ritual
 Shopping is a daily ritual for Emiratis, but in 
Dubai it is taken to a sublime level. Elegant local 
women, designer shaylas (black veils or head-
scarves) dripping with Swarovski crystals, treat a 
trip to Saks the way their burka-wearing mothers 
might a morning at the spice souq. They take their 
time, make their choice, scrutinise the product, 
then, when they’re ready to buy, ask for a discount. 
Do the same.

 Bedouin Jewellery
 Bedouin  jewellery is brilliant in Dubai, and with 
the steady popularity of boho ethnic chic, makes a 
great gift. Look for elaborate silver necklaces and 
pendants, chunky earrings and rings, and wedding 
belts, many of which incorporate coral, turquoise 
and semiprecious stones. Very little of the older 
Bedouin jewellery comes from the Emirates; most 
of it originates in Oman, Yemen and Afghanistan.

 Best  Shopping  Malls
 Dubai Mall (p 82 ) This 
extraordinary shopping 
mall, entertainment cen-
tre and restaurant hub is 
the largest in the world.

 Mall of the Emirates 
(p 116 ) Home of another 
one-off wonder: Ski Dubai.

 BurJuman Centre 
(p 54 ) A mall of a more 
manageable size, with 
quality shops, good 
restaurants and a con-
venient metro stop.

 Shopping

 y Top Tips
  Fragrant Iranian 

and Spanish sa  ron 
costs far less here 
than it does back 
home.

  Try before you 
buy and ask about 
return policies, es-
pecially for gifts.
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Merchants’ houses in the Bastakia Quarter (p44)
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 1 Cultural 
Foundation
   Check  out the lavishly 
decorated Bastakiah 
Nights, a touristy 
Middle Eastern 
restaurant in a 
traditional courtyard 
house. Ask if you can 
have a look around or 
kick-start your day with 
an energising co  ee. 
Move on to the nearby 
Al Serkal Cultural 
Foundation (p 46 ), an art 
gallery and cultural 
centre within yet 
another charming 
courtyard building.

 2 Al-Fahadi 
Roundabout
 Enjoy the exquisite jew-
ellery, ceramics, paint-
ings, illustrated books 
and souvenirs at the gift 
shop of the Basta Art 
Cafe (p 48 ). Cool down 
with a fruit juice here, 
then duck into next 
door’s Majlis Gallery 
(p 46 ) to see the artwork. 
Continue north along 
bustling Al-Fahidi St.

 3 Silk Wonders
 Don’t miss the 
tempting selection of 
stores at  Silk Wonders. 
The souqlike complex 
sells inexpensive 
clothes, shawls and 

 2 The Walk
 This heritage walk of Dubai’s oldest area kicks off, 
appropriately, in the historic Bastakia Quarter, 
where you can wander around the atmospheric 
narrow lanes and peek into the renovated wind-
tower houses. It covers several of Dubai’s most in-
teresting traditional sights and provides an insight 
into the Dubai of yesteryear, with not a shopping 
mall, skyscraper or ski slope in sight.

 Start Al Serkal Cultural Foundation

 Finish Heritage & Diving Villages

 Length 3km/three to four hours

 5 Take a Break
 With excellent views of the Creek, Blue Barjeel 
(snacks Dh 12-15) serves Lebanese cuisine, like falafel 
and hummus, along with a range of fruit juices and 
teas. It’s around 50m west of the restaurant Bait Al 
Wakeel (p 48 ).
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accessories from India 
and Iran. It’s also good 
for gift T-shirts, 
sequinned bedspreads 
and silk-and-wool rugs 
to blitz your luggage 
allowance.

 4 Dubai Museum
 Duck out of the heat 
and explore the fasci-
nating Dubai Museum 
(p 40 ). Take a look at 
the mutidomed Grand 
Mosque across the way, 
and if you’re interested 
in watches and gold 
jewellery, check out 
the small stores north 
of the nearby Arabian 
Courtyard Hotel.

 5 Creekside Plaza
 Take the lane along the 
mosque’s right-hand 
side, passing the Hindu 
temples on colour-
ful Hindi Lane (p 44 ). 
Follow this to the end, 
then turn right down 
a walkway leading to 
Creekside Plaza, which 
has picture-perfect 
views of the abra and 
dhow tra   c, as well 
as the restored wind 
towers across the water 
in Deira.

 6 Shindagha 
Heritage Area
 Stroll beneath the 
wooden arcades of the 
Bur Dubai Souq (p 44 ), 
walk past the boats at 
the Bur Dubai Abra 
Station, and continue 
along the waterfront to 

the Shindagha Heritage 
Area. Stop at the 
Traditional Architecture 
Museum (p 46 ) and the 
Sheikh Saeed 
al-Maktoum House 
(p 46 ), and make a  nal 
stop at the Heritage & 
Diving Villages (p 44 ).

Best Walks
 Waterside Walk

 Waterside Walk  129128

artistically presented. Don’t forget to 
hit the dessert room. This brunch is 
extremely good value.

 2 Sublime Setting
 Come to  Al-Qasr (%04-366 6730; Madinat 
Jumeirah; brunch with drinks Dh525; 
h12.30-4pm) hungry to fully enjoy this 
unbelievable cornucopia of succulent 
and delicious meats, sushi, seafood, 
foie gras, beautiful salads, mezzes, all 
sorts of hot dishes, and more… It’s one 
of the most expensive brunch feasts 
in town, but the quality and range 
justify the price tag. The setting is also 
hard to beat: you’re surrounded by 
the Venetian-style canals of Madinat 
Jumeirah.

 3 Something for Everyone
 A great choice for fussy families or 
a diverse group of friends, the giant 
food court at    Sezzam  (%04-341 3600; 
Mall of the Emirates, Sheikh Zayed Rd; brunch 
without alcohol Dh150; h12.30-3pm Fri; 
c) has several stations that dish up 
everything from freshly made sushi 
to burgers, pasta and pizza (includ-
ing a saucy little choice topped with 
chicken tikka). This is a great venue 
for Friday brunch with the kids: 
entertainers and a bouncy castle keep 
them occupied. It’s also notable for its 
setting – overlooking the adjacent Ski 
Dubai winter wonderland.

 4 An Asian Experience
 One of an ever-increasing crop 
of contemporary Japanese restau-
rants, the dramatic bilevel  Zuma 

(%04-425 5660; Bldg 6, Gate Village, 
Financial District; brunches without/with 
alcohol Dh315/425; h12.30-3pm Fri) is 
immensely popular for its pricey but 
top-notch brunch. Gorge on plump 
sushi, sashimi and oysters, nibble on 
juicy kebabs straight o   the robata 
grill and try such signature dishes as 
crispy fried squid and blackened cod.

 5 East to West
 Eight open kitchens serving up 
cuisine from around the globe may 
sound more food court than  ve-star, 
but  Spectrum on One (%04-332 5555; 
Fairmont Hotel; brunch with soft/house/
premium drinks Dh295/395/550; hnoon-
3pm; vc) dishes up one of Dubai’s 
most consistently good brunches. 
While it’s still an odd sight to see one 
diner gobbling down fresh oysters 
while a companion tackles a green 
curry, the ability to sate disparate 
tastes with aplomb is this restaurant’s 
forte. Other pluses are the free-  owing 
champagne and an entire room full of 
port and cheeses.

 The Dubai work week runs from 
Sunday through Thursday. Friday 
is a day off for (nearly) everyone 
here, and Friday  brunch is an expat 
institution. Virtually all hotel res-
taurants set up an all-you-can-eat 
buffet with an option for unlimited 
champagne or wine. Some smaller, 
independent restaurants also 
serve brunch, but without alcohol, 
making them popular with local 
families. Here’s our shortlist for 
top brunches in town.

 Let’s Do Brunch…
Local Life

 1 For Seafood Lovers
 The view  of fancy yachts and a forest 
of sleek high-rises impresses almost 
as much as the all-time popular 
brunch at  Aquara (%04-362 7900; 
Dubai Marina Yacht Club, Marina Walk, Dubai 
Marina; brunches with soft/house/premium 
drinks Dh220/290/350; h12.30-3.30pm 
Fri), which attracts local expats in 
their shoals. A  shy bonanza of 
sushi, sashimi, crabs, oysters, clams 
and cooked-to-order lobster are all 
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 y Top Tips
  If you are staying in a 

hotel here, or eating at 
one of the restaurants, 
your abra trip is free.

  Advance reservations 
are essential at Madinat 
Jumeirah’s restaurants.

  Book a night at the 
local theatre here – a 
rare treat in Dubai.

  Maps are available 
at several information 
points.

 5 Take a Break
  Enjoy a long cold drink 
or cocktail at the Left 
Bank (p 75 ), a welcom-
ing bar overlooking the 
picturesque canals. Or 
go for something more 
substantial with a deli-
cious seafood dinner at 
chic and sophisticated 
Pierchic (p 74 ), with 
its gorgeous vistas of 
the Burj al-Arab and 
the Madinat Jumeirah 
souq.

 Don’t Miss
 Abra Cruising
 If you’re a hotel guest, or have a restaurant 
reservation, you can abra-cruise along the 4km-
long network of Venetian-style canals for free. 
Otherwise it costs Dh50, but it's well worth it. 
The desert will seem a long way away as your 
traditional wooden boat glides past scrupulously 
maintained gardens of billowing bougainvillea, 
bushy banana trees and soaring palms, all set 
against the dramatic Burj al-Arab backdrop.

 Tea at the Burj
 This is one afternoon tea that’s de  nitely a brew 
above the others. It’s not cheap – expect to pay 
between Dh275 and Dh425 – but for pure novelty 
value it’s a winner. There are several afternoon-
tea styles available (including Asian) aside from 
the traditional English variety (with scones and 
the best china cups, naturally). Alternatively, 
come for cocktails (8pm to 1am), accompanied by 
live jazz. Reservations essential.

 Hotel Snooping
 Even if you are not staying at Madinat’s Al-Qasr 
or Mina A’Salam hotels, at least dip into them 
to have a look at the magni  cent Arabian-style 
architecture and have a co  ee, drink or meal at 
one of the stunning restaurants. The detail of 
the decor, artwork and furnishings is exotically 
palatial. If you can stay here, even better…

 A city within a city, the  Madinat Jumeirah is a 
Dubai must-see. There’s plenty to do at this 
fanciful hotel, shopping and entertainment 
 complex that has the Burj al-Arab in the 
background. Explore the Arabian-style architec-
ture, snoop around the splendid Al-Qasr and 
Mina A’Salam hotels or get lost in the labyrinth 
of the souvenir-saturated souq. There are some 
exquisite details throughout, so if you see some 
stairs, take them: they might lead you to a 
secret terrace with a mesmerising vista of the 
sprawling complex.

 o Map p 70 , A3

 www.dubaitourism.ae

 Al-Sufouh Rd, Umm 
Suqeim 3

 m Mall of the Emirates 
(Red Line)
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 Madinat Jumeirah
Top Sights

Canals snake through the Madinat Jumeirah complex
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Gold
Souq

Dubai
Mall

Dubai
Museum

Deira (p22)
Atmospheric, chaotic 
and crowded, this is  
Dubai’s most 
multicultural 
neighbourhood and 
home to several souqs.

Top SightsE
Gold Souq

Bur Dubai (p38)
One of Dubai’s oldest 
neighbourhoods with a 
fascinating historical 
quarter, top museums, 
ethnic restaurants and 
souqs.

Top SightsE
Dubai Museum

Jumeirah 
Downtown (p58)
A diverse area that 
includes the ethnic 
shops and restaurants 
of Satwa, great beaches 
and the city’s main 
mosque.

Sheikh Zayed Road 
(p80)
Contemporary art 
galleries, cutting-edge 
architecture, the world's 
largest shopping mall 
and a fabulous 
aquarium.

Top SightsE
Dubai Mall

#EMadinat
Jumeirah

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Abu Dhabi

Madinat Jumeirah 
& Around (p66)
Great for families, this 
area has superb 
beaches, restaurants, 
water parks and 
shopping for souvenirs, 
plus that iconic Burj.

Top SightsE
Madinat Jumeirah

New Dubai (p100)
A sumptuous marina, 
that famous ‘Palm’, ski 
slopes in a mall and 
some of the finest UAE 
hotels, restaurants and 
night spots.

 

 Neighbourhoods
 Dubai's 

Dubai's Neighbourhoods  1918

 For more information, see Survival 
Guide (p 145 ).

 Currency
 United Arab Emirates (UAE) dirhams (Dh)

 Language
 Arabic and English

 Visas
 Citizens of 34 countries, including nearly 

all of western Europe, get free 30-day 
visas on arrival in the UAE. Visas are 

nonrenewable.

 Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted in most hotels, restaurants and 
shops.

 Mobile Phones
 You can buy a pay-as-you-go mobile with 
credit for as little as Dh125. Alternatively, 

local SIM cards are widely available.

 Time
 Dubai is four hours ahead of GMT. The time 

does not change during the summer.

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Electrical current is 220V. British-style 

three-pin wall sockets are standard. North 
American visitors will require an adaptor and 

a transformer.

 Tipping
 Not generally expected in taxis or restaurants. 

Service charges are added to restaurant bills. 
Tip porters around Dh2.

  Getting Around
 Most visitors here use taxis to get around as 
they are relatively inexpensive. It is impor-
tant to realise that the drivers navigate not 
via addresses but via landmarks, so make 
sure you know exactly where you are going. 
The metro is an inexpensive, speedy and 
comfortable mode of transport and, at the 
major sights, like Dubai Mall, metro stops 
will coordinate with feeder buses to connect 
with the final destination. Before you hop 
aboard the metro or a bus, you must pur-
chase a rechargeable Nol card available from 
ticket offices at any metro station and some 
bus stations, plus ticket-vending machines. 
Check www.nol.ae for more details.

 m Metro
 There are two metro lines. The Red Line 
runs from near Dubai International Airport 
to Jebel Ali. The Green Line links the Dubai 
Airport Free Zone with Dubai Healthcare City.

 K Taxi
 There are several taxi companies operating 
throughout the city and, aside from around 
key sights and the shopping malls, they are 
generally easy to flag down. There are taxi 
ranks outside shopping malls and hotels.

 J Bus
 There is a network of 79 bus routes. Buses 
can be overcrowded and slow, although long-
distance buses generally have direct routes 
and are adequately comfortable.

  Arriving in Dubai
 The metro, buses and taxis to central Dubai 
are all convenient modes of transport to/
from the airport. If you are staying at a 
four- or five-star hotel, check with your hotel 
whether an airport transfer is available.

 A From Dubai International 
Airport

 Destination  Best Transport
 Metro stops through-
out the city

 Metro Red Line from 
Terminals 1 & 3

 Al Sabkha Bus Sta-
tion, Deira

 RTA Bus 401

 Al-Ghubaiba Bus 
Station, Bur Dubai

 RTA Bus 402

 At the Airport
 Dubai International Airport The arriv-
als hall has several ATMs and a couple of 
currency-exchange outlets, plus car hire and 
a tourist information desk. The airport has 
several restaurants in the departure lounge 
as well as a large duty-free store and shops. 
There is also an on-site hotel, Dubai Interna-
tional Hotel, with two locations: one on the 
arrivals level in Terminal 1, and the other in 
Terminal 3, on levels five and six. Rooms are 
available at hourly rates, upon request.

 

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than Dh600

   Budget hotel room Dh300-Dh400

   Excellent supermarkets for self-caterers

   Cheap museum entrance fees, free public 
beaches

 Midrange Dh600-Dh1200
   Double room Dh500

   Two-course meal in good midrange restau-
rant Dh125-Dh200, plus wine

   Top attractions and sights average Dh100

 Top end over Dh1200
   Four-star hotel room from Dh1000

   Fine dining for dinner from Dh800

   Bar tab for wine and beer from Dh300

 Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
dubai) Destination information, hotel book-
ings, traveller forum and more.

 Dubai Tourism (www.dubaitourism.ae) Of-
ficial tourism site of the Dubai government.

 Dubai Lime (www.dubailime.com) Classi-
fieds, culture, events and features.

 Advance  Planning
 Three months before Double check visa 
regulations as these can alter without prior 
warning. Check date of Ramadan, which 
changes annually.

 One month before Reserve a table at a top 
restaurant. Check concert-venue websites 
for what’s on during your stay.

 One week before Check  average   daytime 
  temperature. 

 Before You Go   Need  to 
 Know

Need to Know  1716QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience 

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

 Dubai ’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot

The Best 
of  Dubai 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Dubai 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Lonely Planet’s 
 Dubai 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Dubai .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Dubai

 This is a destination that is original, extreme and full of scope 
and surprises. Be prepared to be spoiled rotten by excellent 
restaurants, pampering spas, New York–style shopping, luxuri-
ous hotels and a legendary nightlife. Or opt for a more locally 
flavoured trip, with atmospheric souqs, abra (water taxi) rides, 
edgy art galleries and a corner-kiosk kebab. The choice is 
wonderfully and conveniently yours.

Dubai Top Sights ................................ 8

Dubai Local Life .................................12

Dubai Day Planner ............................14

Need to Know ....................................16

Dubai's Neighbourhoods .................18

The coastline of Jumeirah (p58) and the Dubai skyline
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