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In This Book

 Best for Jazz
Jazzhouse Over 200 
concerts annually from 
local and international 
jazz masters. (p54 )

La Fontaine A jazz joint 
famous for its late-night 
jams. (p54 )

Best for Live Bands
Vega Live Three ven-
ues in one, serving up 
an alphabet of genres. 
(p117 )

Rust A classic spot for 
indie rock, pop, hip hop 
and electronica. (p103 )

Loppen Alternative rock 
and punk, hip hop and 
reggae in grungy Chris-
tiania. (p74 )

Best for Clubbing
Culture Box In-the-
know DJ talent pump-

ing out electronica, 
house, techno and bass. 
(p97 )

Sunday Cult-status club 
with an anything-goes 
attitude. (p53 )

KBIII A Vesterbro mega-
club in the Meatpacking 
District. (p117 )

Best for 
Performing Arts
Det Kongelige Teater 
Top-tier ballet and opera 
in Copenhagen’s most 
opulent period theatre. 
(p67 )

Skuespilhuset The 
contemporary home of 
the Royal Danish Theatre. 
(p67 )

Operaen Sterling opera 
in a state-of-the art 
harbourside statement 
(pictured above right), 
designed by Henning 

Larsen Architects. 
(p80 )

Best for Cinephiles
Cinemateket Modern 
and classic flicks at the 
Danish Film Institute. 
(p54 )

 Best for Coffee
Forloren Espresso Sip 
specialist coffees while 
browsing photography 
tomes. (p67 )

Coffee Collective A 
cult-status microroastery 
brewing ethically sourced 
beans. (p90 )

Best for Beers 
Mikkeller Superlative 
craft beers. (p116 )

Nørrebro Bryghus An 
inner-city microbrewery 

in funky inner Nørrebro. 
(p102 )

Best for Cocktails
1105 Killer martinis in a 
dark, sophisticated set-
ting. (p52 )

Ruby Clever, seasonal 
cocktails in hideaway 
rooms. (p52 )

Lidkoeb A secret cocktail 
and whisky den in Vester-
bro. (p116 )

Union Bar Sip and slurp 
the Prohibition way just 
off Nyhavn. (p67 )

Best for Wine
Ved Stranden 10 Impec-
cable wines, roaming 
sommeliers and classic 
Danish design. (p52 )

Falernum A staggering 
choice of wines by the 
glass and a hyggelig 
(cosy) atmosphere. 
(p109 )

Bibendum Another fine, 
long wine list, and beauti-
ful small dishes. (p97 )

y Top Tips
  Located at the 

main Tivoli Gardens 
entrance,  Tivoli 
Billetcenter (%33 15 
10 12; Vesterbrogade 3; 
h10am-8pm Mon-Fri, 
11am-5pm Sat & Sun) 
is good for tickets of 
any kind. Not only 
does it sell Tivoli 
performance tickets, 
but it’s also an agent 
for  Billetnet (%70 15 
65 65; www.billetnet.dk), 
which sells tickets for 
concerts and music 
festivals nationwide.

T
H

E
 C

O
P

E
N

H
A

G
E

N
 O

P
E

R
A

 H
O

U
S

E
, H

E
N

N
IN

G
 L

A
R

S
E

N
 A

R
C

H
IT

E
C

T
S

/
IR

 F
R

A
N

C
IS

 C
A

N
K

E
R

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

 Copenhagen’s X-factor fuels its  entertainment 
options. The city is home to thriving live-music 
and club scenes that span intimate jazz and blues 
clubs, mega rock venues and secret clubs drop-
ping experimental beats. Blockbuster cultural 
venues deliver top-tier opera, theatre and dance, 
while cinemas screen both mainstream and art-
house  icks. Note: many nightspots don’t get the 
party started until 11pm or midnight.

Entertainment
Best

y Top Tips
  If your thirst is big-

ger than your bank 
balance, hit Nørrebro 
bar Kassen (p103 ). 
Loud, fun and popu-
lar, the bar serves up 
the city’s best and 
longest happy-hour 
cocktail deals. 
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 Copenhagen swings with a multitude of  drinking 
options – pocket-sized cafes brewing Third Wave 
co  ee, slinky cocktail dens serving Nordic-
inspired cocktails, and trendy beer bars pouring 
obscure craft brews. The line between cafe, 
restaurant and bar is often blurred, with many 
places changing role as the day progresses. 

Where to Drink
 Vibrant drinking areas include Kødbyen (the 
Meatpacking District) and Istedgade in Vesterbro; 
Ravnsborggade, Elmegade and Sankt Hans Torv 
in Nørrebro; Nansensgade close to Nørreport; 
and the maze of streets to the north of Strøget, 
including Pilestræde and especially gay-friendly 
Studiestræde. Of course, on a sunny day there’s 
always Nyhavn, although there can be a serious 
risk of encountering a Dixieland jazz band.

Drinking
Best

 Best Entertainment  135134  Best Drinking

Don’t Miss
Permanent Collection
 The museum’s permanent collection, mainly post-
war paintings and graphic art, covers everything 
from constructivism, CoBrA movement artists 
and minimalist art to abstract expressionism, 
pop art and staged photography. Pablo Picasso, 
Francis Bacon and Alberto Giacometti are some 
of the international luminaries you’ll come across 
inside, while prominent Danish artists include 
Asger Jorn, Carl-Henning Pedersen, Robert 
Jacobsen and Richard Mortensen.

Architecture
 The Danish architects Vilhelm Wohlert and 
Jørgen Bo spent several months walking around 
the grounds before deciding on their design for 
Louisiana. The result would be one of the coun-
try’s finest examples of modernist architecture, 
a series of horizontal, light-washed buildings in 
harmony with their natural surroundings. The 
museum’s three original buildings – completed 
in 1958 and known as the North Wing – are now 
accompanied by subsequent extensions. The 
seats in the Concert Hall are the work of the late 
designer Poul Kjaerholm.

Sculpture Garden
 With views across the deep-blue Øresund to 
Sweden, Louisiana’s arresting grounds are pep-
pered with sculptures from some of the world’s 
most venerated artists. You’ll find works from the 
likes of Max Ernst, Louise Bourgeois, Joan Miró, 
Henry Moore and Jean Arp, each one positioned 
to interact with the environment surrounding it. 
Site-specific works include George Trakas’ Self 
Passage and Richard Serra’s The Gate in the Gorge.

 www.louisiana.dk

Gammel Strandvej 13, 
Humlebæk

adult/child Dkr110/free

h11am-10pm Tue-Fri, to 
6pm Sat & Sun

y�Top Tips
  Check the museum 

website for upcoming 
events, which include 
regular evening art lec-
tures and live music.

 If you have kids in tow, 
head to the Children’s 
Wing, where they can 
create their own mas-
terpieces inspired by the 
gallery’s exhibitions.

5�Take a Break
 With its large sunny 
terrace and sea views, 
Louisiana’s cultured 
cafe is a fabulous spot 
for lunch or a reviving 
coffee.

 Even if you don’t have a consuming passion for 
modern art, Denmark’s outstanding Louisiana 
should be high on your ‘to do’ list. It’s a striking 
modernist gallery, located in the town of Humle-
bæk, 30km north of central Copenhagen, made 
up of four huge wings, which stretch across a 
sculpture-filled park, burrowing down into the 
hillside and nosing out again to wink at the sea 
(and Sweden).

Top Sights
 Louisiana
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 Getting There

LS-Train From Cen-
tral Station and Nør-
report, S-trains run 
regularly to Humlebæk 
station. From here, the 
museum is a 1.5km 
signposted walk along 
Gammel Strandvej. 

North Wing, Louisiana

LouisianaWorth a Trip 121120

Headstone, Assistens Kirkegård (p101)
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 Nørrebro Soul  127

1 Superkilen
 Created by local 
architecture studio 
Bjarke Ingels Group, 
Berlin-based landscape 
architects Topotek1 
and Danish art group 
Superflex, the 1km-long 
park  Superkilen is 
a hyperplayful ode to 
the area’s multicultural 
fabric, with Russian 
neon signs, Ghanaian 
bollards and even a 
Spanish bull. 

2  Basco5 Mural
 Head east along 
Mimersgade, turning 
left into Bragesgade. 
On the side of No 35 
is a street art mural 
by Copenhagen artist 
Nils Blishen, better 
known as Basco5. Birds, 
bearded men and a 
round, cartoonish style 
are all trademarks of 
the artist’s work.

3  BaNanna Park
 Turn right into Nannas-
gade and walk 250m to 
oil-refinery-turned-play-
ground BaNanna Park. 
Its striking gateway is a 
14m-high climbing wall, 
popular with eye-candy 
locals and open to all 
(BYO climbing equip-
ment).

4  Odinsgade 
Murals
 Step right into Råd-
mandsgade, left into 
Mimersgade, and right 
again into Thorsgade. 
Two blocks ahead is 
Odinsgade. The whimsi-
cal mural on the side 
of No 17 is by Simon 
Hjermind Jensen, Anne 
Sofie Madsen and Claus 
Frederiksen. The adja-
cent tanker mural uses 
existing architectural 
features to dramatic 
effect.

5  Assistens 
Kirkegård
 At Jagvej, turn right, 
and continue to 
hallowed Assistens 
Kirkegård (p101 ). 
In 2013 the cemetery 
created a 75-sq-metre 
burial plot for the city’s 
homeless, complete 
with a bronze sculpture 
by artist Leif Sylvester. 
Each day, eccentric local 
Captain Irishman col-
lects flowers for the plot.

6  Jægersborggade
 Directly opposite 
Assistens Kirkegård, 
Jægersborggade is a 
vibrant hub of craft 
studios, boutiques and 
eateries. At No 27, Inge 
Vincents Ceram-
ics creates crinkled 

handmade vases, cups, 
bowls and tealight 
holders, while at No 47, 
flacoDesign is known 
for sculptural lamps 
made with sustainable 
wood. 

2 The Walk
 Nørrebro is Copenhagen’s creative heart, a multi-
ethnic enclave splashed with quirky parks and 
street art, intriguing workshops and studios, as well 
as the city’s most beautiful eternal resting place. So 
tie up those sneakers and hit the pavement for red 
squares and bulls, giant birds and tankers, and a 
shady street turned good.

 Start Superkilen; g5A to Nørrebrogade

Finish Jægersborggade; g18 to Jagtvej

Length 2km; 1½ hours

5 Take a Break
 End your saunter with superlative coffee at   Coffee 
Collective (p102).
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 Nørrebro Soul
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12.30am. All-night ser-
vices run hourly on Friday 
and Saturday (half-hourly 
on line F).

Harbour Bus
 y Best for... A cheap 
harbour cruise and 
commuting between 
waterfront sights, such 
as Operaen and the Royal 
Library.

   Movia (www.moviatra  k.
dk) runs commuter fer-
ries (known as Harbour 
Buses), with three routes 
servicing 10 stops. Useful 
stops for visitors include 
Det Kongelige Bibliotek 
(Royal Library), Nyhavn 
and Opera.

Taxi 
 y Best for... Door-to-
door commuting, espe-
cially for longer distances 
and late at night.

  Taxis can be  agged on 
the street and at ranks 
around the city centre. If 
the yellow taxa (taxi) sign 
is lit, the taxi is available 
for hire.

 The fare starts at Dkr37 
(Dkr50 from 11pm to 7am 
Friday and Saturday) and 
costs Dkr14.20 per km 
from 7am to 4pm Monday 
to Friday and Dkr18.75 
from 11pm to 7am Friday 
and Saturday. The rate at 
all other times is Dkr15. 

 Most taxis accept 
major credit cards. The 

main companies include 
 DanTaxi (%70 25 25 25; 
www.dantaxi.dk),  Taxa (%35 
35 35 35; www.taxa.dk) and 
 Amager-Øbro Taxi (%27 
27 27 27; www.amagerobro
taxi.dk).

Essential 
Information

Business Hours  
 Standard business hours 
are as follows:

Banks 10am-4pm 
weekdays (until 5pm or 
5.30pm on Thursday)

Travel time is about 20 
minutes, depending on 
tra   c. 

Søndre Frihavn 
 Søndre Frihavn is situ-
ated 2km north of central 
Copenhagen and serves 
ferries to and from Oslo, 
Norway. From Central 
Station, catch the S-train 
to Nordhavn station, from 
where the port is a 10- to 
15-minute walk. Bus 26 
connects the port to 
many parts of the city.

Getting 
Around
 Plan your trip using the 
very handy www.rejse-
planen.dk. Copenhagen’s 
compact size, reliable 
public transport and bike-
friendly roads make driv-
ing largely unnecessary.

Bicycle 
 y Best for... Flexibility 
and experiencing the city 
like a local.

  Copenhagen vies 
with Amsterdam as the 
world’s most bike-friendly 
city, with dedicated 
cycling lanes on most 

streets and state-of-the-
art city bikes (p48).

 Bike rental outlets 
include Baisikeli in Vest-
erbro and Københavns 
Cyklerbørs near Botanisk 
Have (Botanical Garden).

 Bikes can be carried 
free on S-trains, but not 
at Nørreport station dur-
ing weekday peak hours. 
Enter carriages through 
the middle door. Bikes 
can be carried on the 
metro (except from 7am 
to 9am and from 3.30pm 
to 5.30pm on weekdays 
from September to May). 
Bike tickets cost Dkr13.

Bus 
 y Best for... Crossing 
larger distances in the 
city, such as Nyhavn to 
Vesterbro.

  Movia (www.moviatra  k.
dk) runs seven primary 
routes, each with the 
letter ‘A’ in the route 
number. These routes 
run every three to seven 
minutes in peak hour, and 
about every 10 minutes at 
other times.

 Night buses (denoted 
by an ‘N’ in the route 
number) run on a few 
major routes between 
1am and 5am nightly. 

Metro 
 y Best for... Quick com-
muting between Nørre-
port, Kongens Nytorv and 
Christianshavn, and for 
reaching the airport.

  The metro consists of 
two lines: M1 (green) and 
M2 (yellow). 

 Services run 24 hours, 
every two to four minutes 
in peak times, three to 
six minutes during the 
day and on weekends, 
and seven to 20 minutes 
at night. 

 A city circle line 
(Cityringen) is due for 
completion in late 2018 
or early 2019. 

S-Train
 y Best for... Sights 
further a  eld, including 
Louisiana modern art 
museum. 

  Copenhagen’s subur-
ban train network (S-tog 
in Danish) runs seven 
lines through Central 
Station (København H). 
Other useful inner-city 
stations are Nørreport 
and Østerbro.

 The network covers 
a number of popular 
tourist towns, including 
Helsingør. 

 Services run every 
four to 20 minutes from 
approximately 5am to 

Tickets & Passes
 Copenhagen’s bus, metro, S-train (S-tog) and harbour bus (commuter ferry) 
network has an integrated ticket system based on seven geographical zones. 
Most of your travel within the city will be within two zones. Travel between 
the city and airport covers three zones.

The cheapest single ticket (billet) covers two zones, offers unlimited trans-
fers and is valid for one hour (adult Dkr24, 12 to 15 years Dkr12). Children 
under 12 travel free if accompanied by an adult.

More convenient is the Rejsekort – a smart card that covers all zones 
and all public transport across the country. It costs Dkr180 (Dkr80 for the 
card and Dkr100 in credit) and can be bought and topped-up from Rejsekort 
machines at metro stations, Central Station or the airport. 

To use, tap the Rejsekort against the dedicated sensors at train and metro 
stations or when boarding buses and commuter ferries, then tap off when 
exiting. Only tap off at the very end of your journey – if your journey involves 
a metro ride followed immediately by a bus ride, tap on at the metro station 
and again on the bus, but only tap off once you exit the bus.

If you plan on blitzing the sights, the tourist-saver includes free public 
transport.

Essential Information   149148  Survival Guide
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Christiansborg
Slot

Rosenborg
Slot

Designmuseum
Danmark

Nationalmuseet

Statens Museum
for Kunst

Slotsholmen
(p34)

Strøget & Around 
(p44)

Parliamentary palace, 
medieval ruins, 
blue-blooded artefacts 
and a gobsmacking 
library: tiny Slotsholmen 
packs a powerful punch.

Top Sights

Nordic fashion flagships, 
buzzing cafes and bars, 
and twisting cobbled 
streets draw the crowds 
in Copenhagen's historic 
heart.

E
Christiansborg Slot

Nyhavn & the Royal 
Quarter (p58)
Masts and maritime 
buildings, a rococo royal 
palace and the world's 
most famous mermaid – 
welcome to the city of 
postcard images.

Top SightsE
Designmuseum 
Danmark

Christianshavn
(p70)
Scandinavia's answer to 
Amsterdam, pimped with 
cosy canals, boats and 
cafes, and the pot-scented 
streets of alt-living 
commune Christiania.

Top SightsE
Christiania

Nørreport
(p82)
An appetite-piquing, 
soul-stirring feast of 
market produce, artistic 
masterpieces, royal 
turrets and jewels, and 
dashing parklands.

Top SightsE
Rosenborg Slot
Statens Museum for Kunst
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Tivoli
Gardens

#E

Tivoli Area
(p22)

Worth a Trip

Nørrebro (p98)

Copenhagen's bustling 
'welcome mat', home to 
the cultural blockbuster 
Nationalmuseet and 
ageless charmer Tivoli 
Gardens. 

Top Sights

Top Sights

Copenhagen at its 
graffiti-scrawled best, 
jam-packed with indie 
cafes and rocking bars, 
retro treasures and 
buried Danish legends.

E

E

Tivoli Gardens
Nationalmuseet

Louisiana

Vesterbro
(p106)
The pinnacle of 
Copenhagen cool, where 
postindustrial bars, 
eateries and galleries mix 
it with vintage thrift shops 
and the odd porn peddler.

 Copenhagen 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918
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1 Sokkelund
 Classic   Sokkelund (%38 10 64 00; 
http://cafe-sokkelund.dk; Smallegade 36E, 
Frederiksberg; salads Dkr135-165, mains 
Dkr165-259; h8am-10pm Mon-Fri, 9.30am-
10pm Sat, 9.30am-9pm Sun; W; g9A, 72, 
73, mFrederiksberg) is the quintessential 
neighbourhood brasserie, kitted out 
with leather banquettes, newspapers 
on hooks and handsome waiters in 
crisp white shirts. Breakfast, lunch or 
dinner, join the steady stream of regu-
lars for flexible bistro bites, including 
some of the juiciest burgers in town.

2  Frederiksberg Loppetorv
 If it’s Saturday, scour cult-status flea 
market  Frederiksberg Loppetorv 
(Frederiksberg Flea Market; Smallegade, 
Frederiksberg Rådhus; h8am-3pm Sun 
mid-Apr–mid-Oct; g9A, 18, 71, 72, 73, 74). 
The neighbourhood’s affluence is 
reflected in the quality of the goods, 
and seasoned treasure hunters head 
in early for the best finds. There’s usu-
ally plenty of local and international 
fashion, with the odd Danish design 
collectable in the mix.

3 Frederiksberg Have
 Romantic   Frederiksberg Have (main 
entrance Frederiksberg Runddel; h6am-9pm 
daily; g18, 26) woos with its lakes and 
woodlands. Look out for the Chinese 
summerhouse pavilion, built in 1803 
by court architect Andreas Kirkerup. 
Overlooking the park is Frederiksborg 
Slot, a former royal palace, now home 
to the Royal Danish Military Academy.

4 Copenhagen Zoo
 Perched on Frederiksberg (Frederik’s 
Hill),   Copenhagen Zoo (%72 20 02 
00; www.zoo.dk; Roskildevej 32; adult/child 
Dkr160/95; h10am-6pm Jun & Aug, to 8pm 
Jul, reduced hours rest of year; g4A, 6A, 72) 
rumbles with more than 2500 of na-
ture’s lovelies. Its elephant enclosure 
was designed by English architect Sir 
Norman Foster, and the newer Arctic 
Ring enclosure allows visitors to walk 
right through the polar-bear pool.

5 Cisternerne
 Below Søndermarken Park lurks 
Copenhagen’s 19th-century water res-
ervoir. These days it’s best known as 
  Cisternerne (www.cisternerne.dk; Sønder-
marken; adult/child Dkr50/free; h11am-5pm 
Tue-Sun Apr-Nov; g6A, 72), one of Copen-
hagen’s most unusual art spaces. The 
gallery runs one major exhibition 
every year – check the website.

6  Carlsberg Brewery
 Carlsberg Brewery was designed 
by architect Vilhelm Dahlerup. The 
brewery’s  visitors centre (%33 27 12 82; 
www.visitcarlsberg.dk; Gamle Carlsberg Vej 11; 
adult/child Dkr80/60; h10am-5pm Tue-Sun; 
g18, 26) explores the history of Danish 
beer from 1370 BC, leading you past 
antique copper vats and the brewery’s 
famous Jutland dray horses. The self-
guided tour ends at the bar, where two 
free beers await. A new visitors centre 
is due to open in 2017.

 Copenhageners dream of 
a Frederiksberg address. 
Located directly west of 
Vesterbro, it’s a moneyed 
district, laced with fin-
de-siècle architecture, 
neighbourly bistros and 
leafy residential streets. 
It’s here that you’ll find 
the landscaped elegance 
of Frederiksberg Have and 
the architecturally notable 
Copenhagen Zoo, as well 
as one of Copenhagen’s 
finest flea markets.

Getting There

 J Bus route 9A runs past 
Frederiksberg Rådhus 
(City Hall). Route 18 runs 
along the eastern edge of 
Frederiksberg Have. Route 
6A runs along the park’s 
southern  ank (including 
the zoo). Route 26 stops 
near Carlsberg Brewery.

m Metro forum station lies 
300m north of Frederiks-
berg Rådhus.

Local Life
  Frederiksberg  

FrederiksbergWorth a Trip 119118

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p146)

Currency 
 Danish krone (Dkr)

Language 
 Danish; English widely spoken

Visas
 No entry visa is required for citizens of EU 

and Scandinavian countries, or for citizens 
of the USA, Canada, Australia and New 

Zealand for stays of up to three months. 
Nationalities requiring a  visa are listed at 

www.nyidanmark.dk.

 Money
  ATMs widely available and credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, stops and 
restaurants. Foreign  credit cards often 

incur a fee of up to 3.75%. 

Mobile Phones
 Local SIM cards widely available for use in 
most international   mobile phones. Mobile 

coverage widespread.

Time 
 Central European Time 

(GMT/UTC plus one hour)

Plugs & Adaptors 
 Standard continental (European) plug of two 

round prongs; current is 220V. 

Tipping 
 Largely unexpected and unnecessary, though 
a small tip (around 10%) is not uncommon in 

higher-end restaurants with very good service.

Arriving in 
Copenhagen 

 Copenhagen Airport (www.cph.dk) is 
located in Kastrup, 9km southeast of central 
Copenhagen. Easy, around-the-clock con-
nections to the city via train and metro cost 
about Dkr36. A taxi ride is Dkr250 to Dkr300. 

Cruise ferries to and from Norway dock 
at Søndre Frihavn, located 2km north of 
Kongens Nytorv. Bus 26 connects the port to 
the city centre and Vesterbro.

A From Copenhagen Airport 
(CPH)

 Destination Best Transport
Tivoli train to Central Station

Slotsholmen metro to Christianshavn 
or train to Central Station

Strøget & 
Around

metro to Kongens Nytorv 
or train to Central Station 

Nyhavn metro to Kongens Nytorv

Christianshavn metro to Christianshavn

Nørreport metro or train to 
Nørreport

Vesterbro train to Central Station

f From Søndre Frihavn 
 Destination Best Transport
Tivoli train to Central Station

Slotsholmen bus 26

Strøget & 
Around

bus 26

Nyhavn bus 26

Christianshavn bus 26 to Kongens 
Nytorv, then metro to 
Christianshavn

Nørreport train to Nørreport

Vesterbro bus 26

Getting Around
 Copenhagen has an extensive public transit 
system consisting of a metro, train, bus and 
ferry network.

J Bus 
 Extensive coverage, with seven primary 
routes, each with the letter ‘A’ in the route 
number. These routes run every three to 
seven minutes in peak hour, and about every 
10 minutes at other times. Night buses 
(denoted by an ‘N’ in the route number) run 
on a few major routes between 1am and 5am 
nightly. 

m Metro 
 Two lines, M1 and M2. Services run around 
the clock: every two to four minutes in peak 
times, three to six minutes during the day 
and on weekends, and seven to 20 minutes 
at night. Both lines connect Nørreport with 
Kongens Nytorv and Christianshavn. Line M2 
(yellow line) runs to the airport.

L S-Train (S-Tog)  
 Suburban train network running seven lines 
through Central Station (Københavns Hoved-
banegård). Services every four to 20 minutes, 
5am to 12.30am. All-night services hourly on 
Friday and Saturday (half-hourly on line F).

f Harbour Bus 
 The city’s commuter ferries are known as 
Harbour Buses. There are three routes, 
servicing 10 stops along the harbourfront. 

H Bicycle 
 Most streets have cycle lanes and, more 
importantly, motorists tend to respect them. 
Bikes can be carried free on S-trains, but 
are prohibited at Nørreport station during 
weekday peak hours. Bikes can be carried 
on the metro, except during peak hours, 
September to May.

Your Daily Budget 
 Budget less than Dkr800 

  Double room in budget hotel 
Dkr500–650

  Cheap meals under Dkr125

  24/72-hour City Pass for Copenhagen 
transport Dkr80/200

Midrange Dkr800–1500 
  Double room in midrange hotel 

Dkr700–1500

  Museum admission Dkr50–110

  Three-course menu Dkr300

Top end more than Dkr1500 
  Double room in top-end hotel from Dkr1500

  New Nordic degustation menu from Dkr700

Useful Websites 
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

copenhagen) Destination low-down, hotel 
bookings, reviews and forums.

  Visit Copenhagen (www.visitcopenhagen.
com) Copenhagen’s official tourism website.

  Rejseplanen (www.rejseplanen.dk) Handy 
journey planner.

Advance Planning
   Two months before Book your hotel – 

prices increase the closer you get to your 
arrival date – and (try) to score a table at 
Noma.

  Three weeks before Secure a table at 
hot-spot restaurants like Kadeau.

  One week before Scan www.visitcopen-
hagen.com and www.aok.dk for upcoming 
events.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Christmas Eve (Jule-
aften) 24 December 
(from noon)

Christmas Day (Juledag) 
25 December

Boxing Day (2.juledag) 
26 December

New Year’s Eve (Nytårs-
aften) 31 December 
(from noon)

Telephone 

Mobile Phones  
 y Top Tip If you’re com-
ing from outside Europe, 
check that your phone 
will work in Europe’s GSM 
900/1800 network (US 
phones work on a di  er-
ent frequency).

  The cheapest and most 
practical way to make 
calls at local rates is to 
purchase a Danish SIM 
card and pop it into your 
own mobile phone. Make 
sure that your phone isn’t 
blocked from doing this 
by your home network.

 You can buy and top-up 
a prepaid SIM card at su-
permarkets, post o   ces, 
kiosks and petrol stations 
throughout the country.

Useful Numbers

  Local Directory 
Assistance (%118) 

 International Directory 
Assistance (%113) 

Tourist Information
  Copenhagen Visitors 
 Centre (Map p30; %70 22 
24 42; www.visitcopenhagen.
com; Vesterbrogade 4A; 
h9am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 2pm 
Sun May, Jun & Sep, 9am-7pm 
Jul & Aug, 9am-4pm Mon-Fri, 
to 2pm Sat Oct-Apr; W) 
Copenhagen’s excellent 
information centre offers 
free maps and brochures, 
booking services and a 
hotel reservations service.

Travellers with 
Disabilities
 y Top Top In the ‘Special 
Travel’ section under 
‘Practical Information’, the 
o   cial www.visitdenmark.
com website has a useful 
series of links for travel-
lers with  disabilities and 
explains how to access 
detailed information.

  Copenhagen is improv-
ing access for travellers 

with disabilities, although 
accessibility is still not 
ubiquitous. Major sights 
are usually well-equipped.

 A useful resource 
is  God Adgang (www.
godadgang.dk), which lists 
service providers who 
have had their facilities 
registered and labelled 
for accessibility.

Visas
  No entry  visa is needed 

by citizens of EU and 
Nordic countries.

 Citizens of the USA, 
Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand need a valid 
passport to enter Den-
mark, but they don’t need 
a visa for tourist stays 
of less than 90 days. 
The Danish Immigration 
Service publishes a list of 
countries whose citizens 
require a visa at www.
nyidanmark.dk.

Bars 4pm-midnight, to 
2am or later Friday & Sat-
urday (clubs on weekends 
may open until 5am)

Cafes 8am-5pm or 
midnight

Restaurants noon-10pm 
(maybe earlier on week-
ends for brunch)

Shops 10am-6pm week-
days (often until 7pm on 
Friday), to 4pm Saturday; 
some larger stores open 
Sunday

Supermarkets 8am-9pm 
(often until 8pm or earlier 
on weekends)

Discount Cards  
  Copenhagen Card (www.
copenhagencard.com; adult/
child 10-15 24hr Dkr339/179, 
48hr Dkr469/239, 72hr 
Dkr559/289), available 
at the visitors centre or 
online, gives you free 
access to 72 museums 
and attractions in the city 
and surrounding area, as 
well as free travel for all 
S-train, metro, bus and 
harbour bus journeys 
within the seven travel 
zones.

Emergency 
  Ambulance, Fire & Police 
(%112) 

 Electricity

Money

Currency
 Denmark’s  currency is the 
krone. One krone is divid-
ed into 100 øre. There are 
50 øre, Dkr1, Dkr2, Dkr5, 
Dkr10 and Dkr20 coins. 
Notes come in denomina-
tions of 50, 100, 200, 500 
and 1000 kroner.

 ATMs
 Most banks in Denmark 
have 24-hour ATMs that 
give cash advances on 
Visa and MasterCard 
credit cards as well as 
Cirrus and Plus bank 
cards.

Credit Cards 
 Credit cards such as 
Visa and MasterCard 
are widely accepted in 
Denmark (American 
Express and Diners Club 
less so). In many places 
a surcharge may be 
imposed on foreign cards 
(up to 3.75%).

Public Holidays   
 New Year’s Day (Nytårs-
dag) 1 January

Maundy Thursday 
(Skærtorsdag) Thursday 
before Easter

Good Friday (Langfre-
dag) Friday before Easter

Easter Day (Påskedag) 
Sunday in March or April

Easter Monday 
(2.påskedag) Day after 
Easter

Great Prayer Day (Stor 
Bededag) Fourth Friday 
after Easter

Ascension Day (Kristi 
Himmelfartsdag) Sixth 
Thursday after Easter

Whitsunday (Pinsedag) 
Seventh Sunday after 
Easter

Whitmonday (2.pinse 
dag) Seventh Monday 
after Easter

Constitution Day 
(Grundlovsdag) 5 June

Money-Saving Tips
  Several museums o  er free entry, either daily 

or once weekly (p137).

 Seniors and students qualify for discounts on 
some transport fares and museum entry fees, but 
you’ll need to show proof of student status or age.

 Self-catering at supermarkets and markets can 
help keep food costs down.

 Consider getting around on foot – compact 
Copenhagen was made for walking.

Essential Information   151150  Survival Guide

230V/50Hz

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best of 
 Copenhagen 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Copenhagen 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Copenhagen ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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Lonely Planet’s 
 Copenhagen 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local 
Life’ pages will take you to 
some of the most exciting 
areas to experience the real 
 Copenhagen .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Nyhavn (p58)
CHRIS HEPBURN/GETTY IMAGES ©

Copenhagen Top Sights ................................. 8

Copenhagen Local Life...................................12

Copenhagen Day Planner ..............................14

Need to Know ..................................................16

Copenhagen Neighbourhoods ......................18

Welcome to 
Copenhagen

 Compact Copenhagen is the epitome of Scandi cool. Mod-
ernist lamps light New Nordic tables, bridges buzz with 
cycling commuters, and eye-candy locals dive into pristine 
waterways. Despite the cobbled streets, whimsical spires 
and palaces, this is a city at the very cutting edge, burst-
ing at the seams with boundary-pushing food, design and 
fashion. Go on, take a bite of the (sustainable) good life.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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 Tivoli Gardens (p24)
 Denmark’s number one tourist attraction is also the world’s second-oldest 
amusement park. Slip into a whimsical whirl of story book pavilions, squeal-
inducing rides, live music and late-night fireworks, right in the heart of the city.
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 Nationalmuseet 
(p28)
 Relive millennia of 
Danish history at the 
engrossing National Mu-
seum. This is Denmark’s 
communal attic, jam-
packed with prehistoric 
finds, glittering Viking 
treasures, astoundingly 
preserved bodies and 
retro-fab collectables.

 Christiansborg Slot 
(p36)
 Seat of the Danish 
parliament, big, bold 
Christiansborg Slot is 
the epicentre of Danish 
power. It’s also a fasci-
nating jumble of history 
and culture, home to 
remarkable tapestries, 
regal carriages, theatre 
costumes and ancient 
ruins.

 Designmuseum 
Danmark (p60)
 Drool and swoon at 
Copenhagen’s temple to 
beautiful design. From 
Kaare Klint and Hans 
Wegner to Verner Panton 
and Arne Jacobsen, the 
Design Museum’s col-
lection is a who’s who of 
visionary Danish style 
makers.
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 Louisiana (p120)
 More than just one of 
Europe’s great modern 
art museums, Louisi-
ana is a soul-stirring 
experience. Perched by 
the blue waters of the 
Øresund, it’s a soothing 
oasis where modernist 
architecture meets play-
ful garden sculptures 
and inspiring cultural 
events.

 Rosenborg Slot (p84)
 Ravishing Rosenborg is home to Denmark’s dazzling crown jewels, not to 
mention room after creaky room of regal artefacts, from precious tapestries, 
timepieces and porcelain to King Christian IV’s very own toilet.
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 Statens Museum for Kunst (p88)
 Copenhagen’s National Gallery serves up seven centuries of creativity, includ-
ing works by Rembrandt, Rubens, Matisse and Munch, not to mention the 
world’s greatest collection of Danish brushstrokes. 

 Christiania (p72)
 Let your hair down in 
Europe’s most famous 
commune, a pot-scented 
microuniverse of DIY 
abodes and studios, 
rambling garden paths 
and free spirits downing 
beer in the shadow of 
crumbling barracks.
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 Torvehallerne KBH 
(p90)

   Gourmet bites
  Artisan produce

 Copenhagen’s twin-hall 
food market is a culinary 
Valhalla, lined with just-
plucked Nordic herbs and 
vegetables, icy seafood, 
robust meats and cheeses, 
and local spirits. Stock 
the pantry or cut straight 
to the chase and feast 
on-site at stalls peddling 
everything from spiced 
oats, smørrebrød (open 
sandwiches) and hand-
made pasta to craft beers 
and Third Wave coffee.

Østerbro (p104)
   Heritage architecture 
  Cosy cafes and eateries

 More than just a neigh-
bourhood of yummy 
mummies and yoga mats, 

posh  Østerbro rewards 
the curious with brightly 
coloured town houses 
and story book quarters. 
There are quiet squares 
pimped with comfy 
cafes, and the city’s most 
beautiful, and historic, 
swimming pool. 

Frederiksberg (p118)
   Romantic parks
  Subterranean art

 Blue-ribbon, bourgeois 
Frederiksberg delivers an 
eclectic neighbourhood 
encounter. It’s a place 
where elegant parks 
and cosy bistros rub 
shoulders with fanciful 
brewery architecture, a 
zoo and a cistern turned 
art space.

Continental 
Værnedamsvej 
(p108)

   Street life
  Food and drink

 Live life with a splash 
of continental flair on 
compact  Værnedamsvej. 
From organic local liquor 
and idiosyncratic design 
to offbeat vintage threads 
and brilliant brunching, 
Vesterbro’s most cosmo-
politan street will leave 
you humming.

 Beyond Copenhagen’s celebrated museums, landmarks and waterfront is the city 
the locals live and love – a multifaceted place of Nordic market produce, whimsical 
street art, grit-hip bars and tranquil, romantic gardens.

 Copenhagen 
Local Life  
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Coffee Collective (p91), Torvehallerne KBH

Street art, Christiana (p72)
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 Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Pisserenden (p50 )

Ved Stranden 10 (p52 )

Cinemateket (p54 )

Islands Brygge 
Havnebadet (p78 )

Nørrebro Flea Markets 
(p103)

Manfreds og Vin (p101 )

Cykelslangen (p112 )

Dyrehaven (p116 )

Mesteren & 
Lærlingen (p117 )

Papirøen (p79) 

Local Life  13
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