
TOP SIGHTS • LOCAL LIFE • MADE EASY

Andrea Schulte-Peevers 

 BERLIN 

-quickstart-title-pg-pk-bln3.indd   1 27/01/2012   11:41:52 AM



In This Book

 Essential 
Information
 Business Hours
 y Top Tip Many bou-
tiques and smaller shops 
don’t   open until noon and 
close at 6pm or 7pm.
 Exceptions to the follow-
ing standard hours are 
noted in reviews:

  Bars from 6pm

  Clubs from 11pm or 
midnight

  Restaurants 11am-
10.30pm

  Shops 10am-8pm 
Mon-Sat

 Discount Cards
 y Top Tip An unbeat-
able deal for culture vul-
tures, the Berlin Museum 
Pass buys  admission to 
the permanent exhibits 
of  about 70 museums 
on three consecutive 
opening days. It sells for 
€19 (concession €9.50) 
at Berlin tourist o   ces 
(p 180 ) and participating 
museums.

  Berlin WelcomeCard 
Entitles you to unlimited 
public transport and up 
to 50% discount to 200 
sights, attractions and 
tours for periods of two, 
three and  ve days. Cards 
start at €17 for 48 hours 

and are available online 
at www.visitberlin.de or at 
Berlin tourist o   ces, U-
Bahn and S-Bahn ticket 
vending machines, BVG 
o   ces and many hotels.

  CityTourCard (www
.citytourcard.de) Works 
on the same scheme as 
the Berlin WelcomeCard 
and starts at €16. Buy it 
at U-Bahn and S-Bahn 
vending machines, BVG 
and S-Bahn o   ces.

  Electricity

230V/50Hz

 Emergency
    Ambulance %110

  Fire Department %112

 Police %110

 Money
 y Top Tip The easiest 
way to obtain  cash is 
from ATMs linked to  in-
ternational networks like 
Cirrus, Plus and Maestro. 
Check with your bank for 
fees and daily withdrawal 
limits.

  The German currency 
is the euro (€), divided 
into 100 cents.

  Cash is king in Berlin 
where  credit cards are 
not as widely used as in 
other countries. Always 
enquire  rst.

  Report lost or stolen 
cards at %116 116.

 Public Holidays
 Neujahrstag (New Year’s 
Day) 1 January

 Ostern (Easter; Good 
Friday, Easter Sunday 
and Easter   Monday) late 
March/April

 Christi Himmelfahrt 
(Ascension Day) 40 days 
after Easter

 Maifeiertag (May Day) 
1 May

 P  ngsten (Whit/
Pentecost Sunday and 
Monday) May/June

 Tag der Deutschen 
Einheit (Uni  cation Day) 
3 October

  Night buses take over 
the remaining hours, 
running roughly every 
30 minutes.

  MetroBuses, desig-
nated M19, M41 etc, 
operate 24/7.

  Buses 100 and 200 
follow routes linking 
major sights (see p 170 ).

  For information, see 
www.bvg.de.

 Tram
 y Best for... Covering 
neighbourhoods not 
served by other transport.

  Trams only operate  in 
the eastern districts.

  Trams, designated M1, 
M2 etc, run 24/7.

 Bicycle
 y Best for... Exploring 
local neighbourhoods.

  Many hostels and 
hotels   have bikes for 
guest use, often for free 
or a nominal fee.

  Rental stations are 
plentiful. These range 
from convenience stores 
to clothing boutiques to 
gas stations to bike 
shops and bike ranks. 
Keep an eye out for 
‘Rent-A-Bike’ signs or 
consult www.adfc-berlin
.de (link to Service, then 
ADFC Branchenbuch, 
then Fahrradverleih) for 
addresses.

  The website www.bb
bike.de is a handy route 
planner.

  Bicycles may be taken 
aboard designated U-
Bahn and S-Bahn carriag-
es (usually the  rst and 
last ones), but you need to 
get a separate ticket called 
a Fahrradkarte (bicycle 
ticket, €1.50).

  For bicycle tours, see 
p 170 .

 Taxi
 y  Best for... Late nights 
and groups sharing the 
cost.

  Flag down a cab, pick 
one up at a rank or book 
one on %443 322 or 
%210 202.

  Flag fall is €3.20, then 
it’s €1.65 per kilometre 
for the  rst 7km and 
€1.28 for each kilometre 
thereafter. Rates were 
expected to increase in 
2012.

  The short-trip rate 
(Kurzstrecke) entitles 
you to ride for 2km but 
only if you  ag down a 
moving taxi and request 
this rate before the driver 
has activated the regular 
metre.

  Tip about 10%.

 Late-Night & Sunday Shopping
  One handy feature of Berlin culture is the Spätkauf (Späti in local vernacu-

lar), which are  small  neighbourhood stores stocked with the basics and open 
from early evening until  2am or later. They’re especially prevalent in areas 
with busy streetlife or nightlife.

  Some  supermarkets (especially select branches of the Kaiser’s chain) stay 
open until midnight; a few even through the night.

  Shops and supermarkets in major train stations (Hauptbahnhof, 
Ostbahnhof, Friedrichstrasse) are open late and on Sundays.

  Petrol stations also stock some supplies, usually at premium prices.
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  Nostalgic types should 
check into an old-
fashioned B&B, called 
Hotel-Pension or simply 
Pension; most prevalent 
in western districts, espe-
cially around Kurfürsten-
damm.

  Furnished  ats are a 
popular alternative to 
hotels.

  Seasonal room-rate 
variations are rare but 
prices spike during major 
trade shows, festivals and 
public holidays.

  Reservations are 
always a good idea.

  Many properties set 
aside  rooms or entire 
 oors for nonsmokers.

 Useful Websites
 Visit Berlin (www.visitberlin
.de) O   cial tourist o   ce 
books rooms at partner 
hotels.

 Go Mio (www.gomio.com) 
Hostel bookings without 
a fee.

 HRS (www.hrs.com) Gen-
eral site but especially 
good for last-minute 
bargains.

 Booking.com (www
.booking.com) General site, 
often has bargains.

 Lonely Planet (www.lonely
planet.com/hotels) Author-
penned reviews of Lonely 
Planet’s top choices.

 Best Budget
 Circus Hostel & Hotel 
(www.circus-berlin.de) Per-
ennial Scheunenviertel 
favourite scores high for 
comfort, cleanliness and 
thoughtful touches to 
ease life on the road.

 EastSeven Berlin Hostel 
(www.eastseven.de) Spot-
less, well run and central 
with charming sta   and 
chilled ambience in 
Prenzlauer Berg.

 Meininger Hotel & Hostel 
(www.meininger-hotels.com) 
Top-  ight chain with mod 
rooms; run with panache 
and professionalism.

 Motel One Berlin-
Alexanderplatz (www.motel
-one.de) Smallish rooms 
but up-to-the-minute 
amenities normally the 
staple of posher players.

 Best Midrange
 Hotel Honigmond (www
.honigmond-berlin.de) Plenty 
of historic touches in this 
elegant Scheunenviertel 
charmer.

 Amano Hotel (www.hotel
-amano.com) Super-central 
budget designer abode in 
the Scheunenviertel with 
a great bar.

 Michelberger Hotel (www
.michelbergerhotel.com) Fun 

base with eccentric design 
near East Side Gallery.

 Hotel Otto (www.hotelotto
.com) Fall-over-backwards 
sta  , fabulous breakfast 
and free afternoon cake 
and snacks near 
Kurfürstendamm.

 Best Top End
 Hotel de Rome (www
.hotelderome.com) Winning 
alchemy of historic and 
contemporary in 19th-
century bank building on 
Unter den Linden.

 Adlon Kempinski (www
.hotel-adlon.de) Berlin’s 
most high-pro  le 
defender of the grand 
tradition, across from 
Brandenburg Gate.

 Mandala Hotel (www.the
mandala.de) Fashionable, 
discreet all-suite retreat 
right on Potsdamer Platz.

 Casa Camper (www
.casacamper.com) Plenty 
of design cachet, day-lit 
bathrooms and lounge 
with free breakfast and 
refreshments in 
Scheunenviertel.

 Short-Stay Apartments
 Brilliant Apartments (www
.brilliant-apartments.de) Seven 
stylish units with full kitch-
ens in Prenzlauer Berg.
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 Book Your Stay
 y Top Tip To minimise 
travel time, avoid staying in 
a hotel located outside the 
S-Bahn ring.

  With more hotel beds 
than New York,  competi-
tion is  erce among Berlin 
properties and prices low 
compared to other capital 
cities.

  The most central district 
is Mitte. Hotels around 
Kurfürstendamm are plen-
tiful and close to the trade 
fairgrounds, but put you 
a U-Bahn ride away from 
most blockbuster sights 
and happening nightlife.

  Kreuzberg and Friedrich-
shain are ideal districts 
if you want to stay within 
stumbling distance of bars 
and clubs.

  Berlin has a vibrant 
hostel scene with dorm 
beds starting at just €9 
per night.

  Budget designer hotels 
with chic interiors but 
minimal amenities are all 
the rage.

 When to Go

  Winter (Nov–Feb) 
Cold   and dark, snow pos-
sible. Sights are quieter; 
theatre and concert 
season is in full swing.

  Spring (Mar–May) 
Mild, often sunny. Sights 
start getting busy; festi-
val season kicks o  ; beer 
gardens and outdoor 
cafes open.

  Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Warm to hot, often 
sunny, thunderstorms 
possible. Peak tourist 
season; sights and muse-
ums are super-busy; life 
moves outdoors.

  Autumn (Sep–Oct) 
Mild, often sunny. 
Theatre, concert and 
football (soccer) seasons 
start up.

 Before You Go

 Survival 
Guide
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 Best Trendy Bars
 Trust Trust funds are 
helpful in this living room 
of the creative glamour 
crowd. (p 83 )

 Neue Odessa Bar 
Comfy thirst parlour 
teeming with hotties and 
hopefuls. (p 83 )

 KingSize Bar Good 
things come in small 
packages at this well-
stocked hole-in-the-wall. 
(p 83 )

 Tausend Retro-futuristic 
glamour joint behind 
unmarked door. (p 37 )

 Best Outdoor Bars
 Strandgut Berlin Wiggle 
your toes in the sand of 
this chic riverside beach 
bar. (p 108 )

 Strandbar Mitte Berlin’s 
original beach bar with 
views of Museum Island. 
(p 53 )

 Freischwimmer Canal-
side setting favoured by 
chillers and party people. 
(p 96 )

 Club der Visionäre 
Boatshed turned party 
pen with DJs that know 
the groove. (p 94 )

 Best Bars with a 
View
 Solar Stylish and roman-
tic with mellow sounds. 
(p 66 )

 Puro Sky Lounge Lofty 
lounge draws wannabe 
A-listers with money to 
burn. (p 130 )

 Weekend Take in the 
lights of Alexanderplatz 
from the summertime 
roof terrace. (p 53 )

 Deck 5 Count the stee-
ples from this bar atop a 
shopping mall. (p 119 )

 Best Beer Gardens
 Cafe am Neuen See 
Beer and pretzels in 
Tiergarten park. (p 148 )

 Prater Berlin’s oldest 
beer garden. (p 118 )

 Golgatha Alfresco hang-
out on the Kreuzberg, 
Berlin’s highest natural 
hill. (p 71 )

 Best DJ Bars
 Monarch Bar Beloved 
gimmick-free Kreuzberg 
classic. (p 88 )

 Madame Claude Topsy-
turvy watering hole. 
(p 96 )

 Süss War Gestern Loll 
on sofas in this flirty 
drinking den. (p 108 )

 Snug pubs, riverside beach bars, beer gardens, 
spit-and-sawdust dives, DJ bars, snazzy hotel 
lounges, cocktail caverns –  nding a party pen 
to match your mood is no tall order. Kreuzberg 
and Friedrichshain have the edgier venues, while 
Mitte teems  with swish drinking dens guarded by 
doormen. Bars out west are more suited for date 
night than dedicated drink-a-thons.

 Etiquette
 Table service is common in German bars and pubs; 
you shouldn’t order at the bar unless you intend to 
hang out there or there’s a sign saying Selbstbedi-
enung (self-service). It’s customary to have a tab 
instead of paying for each round separately. Note 
that in bars with live DJs, €1 is usually added to 
the cost of your  rst drink. Drinking in public is 
legal and widely practised, but be civilised about it. 
No puking on the U-Bahn, please!

 Libations
 Predictably, beer is big in Berlin and most places 
pour a variety of local, national and import brews. 
Pils is the most  common draught beer, but bottled 
Weizenbier (wheat beer) also has many takers. The 
quality of wine ranges from dazzling to abysmal, 
which is probably why so many Germans drink 
lesser ones as a spritz, called a Weinschorle. Ger-
man Sekt or Italian Prosecco (sparkling wines) 
have their fans and are often served on the rocks, 
sometimes with a splash of Aperol. Caipirinhas 
and mojitos are summertime standbys, but for 
more complicated concoctions, search out a 
dedicated cocktail bar. Non-boozers often  nd 
Saftschorle (  zzy water and juice) a refreshing 
alternative to the usual carbonated sodas.

 Best Cocktail Bars
 Bebel Bar ‘Million Dollar’ 
cocktails in a former 
bank building. (p 37 )

 Becketts Kopf Where 
premium mixologists 
create sublime custom 
concoctions. (p 119 )

 Würgeengel Bask in the 
1960s vintage vibe of this 
bustling cocktail salon. 
(pictured above; p 89 )

 Bars
Best

 y Top Tips
  The line between 

cafe and bar is often 
blurred, with many 
places changing 
stripes as the hands 
move around the 
clock.

  Alcohol is served 
pretty much all day, 
and many bars keep 
pouring until the last 
tippler leaves.
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Sections of the Berlin Wall preserved in Potsdamer Platz
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 4 Potsdamer Platz
  Potsdamer Platz used 
to be a massive no-
man’s-land bisected 
by the Berlin Wall and 
a ‘death strip’ several 
hundred metres wide. 
Outside the northern 
S-Bahn station entrance 
are a few Berlin Wall 
segments with panels 
pointing to other Wall 
memorial sites and 
future Wall-related 
projects.

 5 Brandenburg 
Gate
 The  Brandenburg 
Gate (p 26 ) was where 

construction of the Wall 
began. Many states-
men gave speeches 
in front of it, perhaps 
most famously former 
US president Ronald 
Reagan who, in 1987, 
uttered the words: ‘Mr 
Gorbachev – tear down 
this wall!’. Two years 
later, the Wall was 
history.

 6 Art Installation
 On the riverwalk level 
of the Marie-Elisabeth-
Lüders-Haus, which 
houses the parliamen-
tary library, an art 
installation by Ben 
Wagin features original 

Wall segments, each 
painted with a year and 
the number of people 
killed at the border in 
that year. If the door’s 
not open, sneak a peek 
through the window.

 7 Parlament der 
Bäume
 Wagin also master-
minded the Parlia-
ment of Trees, a 
 memorial consisting 
of trees, memorial 
stones, pictures, text, an 
original section of the 
barrier and the names 
of 258 victims inscribed 
on slabs of granite.

 1 Checkpoint 
Charlie
 As the third Allied 
checkpoint,  Check-
point Charlie (p 63 ) got 
its name from the third 
letter in the NATO 
phonetic alphabet. 
Weeks after the Wall 
was built, US and Soviet 
tanks faced o   here in 
one of the tensest mo-
ments of the Cold War.

 2 Niederkirchner 
Strasse
 Along  Niederkirchner 
Strasse looms a 200m-
long section of the 
original outer border 
wall. Scarred by sou-
venir hunters, it’s now 
protected by a fence. 
The border strip was 
very narrow here, with 
the inner wall abutting 
such buildings as the 
former Nazi Air Force 
Ministry.

 3 Watchtower
 This is one of the few 
remaining GDR  border 
watchtowers. Guards 
had to climb up a slim 
round shaft to reach the 
octagonal observation 
perch. Introduced in 
1969, this cramped 
model was later 
replaced by larger 
square towers.

 2 The Walk
 Construction of the Berlin Wall began shortly after 
midnight on 13 August 1961. For the next 28 years 
this grim barrier divided a city and its people, 
becoming the most visible  symbol of the Cold War. 
By now the two city halves have visually merged so 
perfectly that it takes a keen eye to tell East from 
West. To give you a sense of the period of division, 
this walk follows the most central section of the 
Berlin Wall. For a more in-depth experience, rent 
the multimedia  Mauerguide (WallGuide; www.mauer
guide.com; per day €10) at Checkpoint Charlie.

 Start Checkpoint Charlie; U-Bahn Kochstrasse

 Finish Parlament der Bäume; U-Bahn Bundestag

 Length 3km; one hour

 5 Take a Break
 Potsdamer Platz (p 66 ) has the biggest concentra-
tion of eating and drinking options.
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 1 Marheineke Markthalle
 Thanks to a substantial renovation, 
the historic Marheineke Market Hall 
(www.meine-markthalle.de; Marheinekeplatz; 
h8am-8pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat) has 
traded its  grungy 19th-century charm 
for bright and modern  digs. Its 
aisles now brim with vendors plying 
everything from organic sausages to 
handmade cheeses, artisanal honey 
and other delicious bounty.

 2 Neubau
 For a delicious sit-down meal, make a 
beeline for  Neubau (www.neubau-restau
rant.de; Bergmannstrasse 5; 2-course lunch 
€10, 3-course dinner €28; hlunch & dinner 
Mon-Sat), where classic German 
comfort food gets a progressive twist 
that goes well with the airy, modern 
dining room.

 3 Chamissoplatz
 On Saturday mornings the entire 
neighbourhood turns out for Berlin’s 
longest-running organic  farmers 
market held on pretty  Chamisso-
platz, framed by stately 19th-century 
townhouses. With cobbled streets, old-
timey lanterns and even an octagonal 
pissoir, the entire square looks virtu-
ally unchanged a century on.

 4 Luftbrückendenkmal
 The  Airlift Memorial outside the 
former  Tempelhof airport honours 
those who participated in keeping 
the city fed and free during the 1948 
 Berlin Blockade. The trio of spikes 
represents the three air corridors used 

by the Western Allies, while the plinth 
bears the names of the 79 people who 
died in this colossal e  ort.

 5 Viktoriapark
 Take a  break in this rambling park 
draped over the 66m-high Kreuzberg 
hill, home to a vineyard, a waterfall 
and a pompous memorial commemo-
rating Napoleon’s 1815 defeat. In sum-
mer, laid-back locals arrive to chill, 
tan or enjoy beers at    Golgatha  (www
.golgatha-berlin.de, in German; Dudenstrasse 
48-64; hfrom 10am Apr-Sep), the park’s 
classic beer garden.

 6 Yorckschlösschen
 Cosy and knick-knack-laden,   Yorck-
schlösschen (www.yorckschloesschen.de; 
Yorckstrasse 15; hfrom 5pm Mon-Sat, 10am 
Sun; W) is a Kreuzberg institution that 
has plied an all-ages, all-comers crowd 
of jazz and blues lovers with tunes 
and booze for over a century. There’s 
live music several times weekly, cold 
beer on tap and German comfort food 
till 1am.

 7 Curry 36
 Day after day, night after night, a 
motley crowd of tattooed scenesters, 
‘tie’d-up’ o   ce jockeys, noisy school-
kids and savvy tourists wait their turn 
at  Curry 36 (Mehringdamm 36; sausages 
around €2; h9am-5am). Considered one 
of the top Currywurst purveyors in 
town, this once-humble-gone-high-
tech stand has been frying ’em up 
since the days when Madonna was 
singing about virgins.

 Getting There

 The Bergmannkiez is 
in the western part of 
Kreuzberg.

U-Bahn To start the 
itinerary, get o   at 
Gneisenaustrasse 
(U7). When you’re 
done, Mehringdamm 
station (U7) is closest.

 One of Berlin’s most charismatic neighbourhoods, 
the  Bergmannkiez in gentrified western  Kreuzberg 
is named for its main shopping strip, the Berg-
mannstrasse, which is chock-a-block with people-
watching cafes and quirky shops. Nearby, the 
decommissioned Tempelhof airport saw its finest 
hour during the 1948 Berlin Blockade. Above it all 
‘soars’ the Kreuzberg hill, Berlin’s highest natural 
elevation and a wonderful summertime play zone.

 An Afternoon in the Bergmannkiez
Local Life
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 y Top Tips
  Compulsory reserva-

tions for visiting the 
Reichstag dome must 
be made online at www
.bundestag.de. Early 
booking advised.

  Free multilingual 
audio guides are avail-
able on the roof terrace.

  Check the website for 
information on guided 
tours and attending a 
plenary session or a 
lecture on the workings 
of the Bundestag.

 5 Take a Break
  The  Käfer Dachgarten 
Restaurant (Map p 30 , C2; 
%2262 9933; www.feinkost
-kaefer.de/dachgarten
_restaurant; mains lunch 
€16-24, dinner €25-30) 
on the Reichstag roof 
terrace serves gourmet 
meals; book at least two 
weeks in advance.

 The nearest casual 
meal is at  Berlin 
Pavillon (Map p 30 , C3; 
www.berlin-pavillon.de; 
Scheidemannstrasse 1;
mains €2.50-9), a 
cafeteria/beer garden 
on the edge of the 
Tiergarten.

 Don’t Miss
 Reichstag Building
 The four corner towers and mighty facade with 
the bronze dedication ‘Dem Deutschen Volke’ (To 
the German People; added in 1916) are the only 
original sections of the 1894 Reichstag. Lord 
Norman Foster, the architectural mastermind of 
the building’s post-reuni  cation makeover, 
preserved only the historical shell while adding 
the sparkling glass dome, Berlin’s newest symbol.

 Reichstag Dome
 Whoever said the best things in life are free 
might have been thinking of the lift ride up to 
the rooftop of the Reichstag. Enjoy the knockout 
views, then pick up a free auto-activated audio-
guide and learn about the building, Berlin land-
marks and the workings of the Bundestag while 
following the ramp spiralling up and around the 
dome’s mirror-clad funnel.

 Bundeskanzleramt
  Germany’s chancellor keeps his or her o   ce 
in the H-shaped Federal Chancellery designed 
by Axel Schultes and Charlotte Frank. From 
Moltkebrücke bridge or the northern Spree River 
promenade you can best appreciate the circular 
openings that inspired the building’s nickname, 
‘washing machine’. Eduardo Chillida’s rusted-steel 
Berlin sculpture graces the forecourt.

 Paul-Löbe-Haus
 This vast glass -and-concrete building houses 
o   ces for the Bundestag’s parliamentary commit-
tees. In a visual symbol of reuni  cation, a double 
footbridge links the building across the Spree to 
the Marie-Elisabeth-Lüders-Haus, home to the 
parliamentary library.

 The nexus of German political power snuggles 
neatly into the Spreebogen, a horseshoe-shaped 
bend in the  Spree River. The historic anchor of 
the federal   government quarter is the glass-
domed Reichstag that once rubbed against the 
western side of the Berlin Wall. It now forms part 
of the Band des Bundes (Ribbon of Federal Build-
ings), a series of glass-and-concrete buildings 
that symbolically link the former East and West 
Berlin across the Spree. North of the river looms 
the solar-panelled Hauptbahnhof (central train 
station).

 o Map p 30 , C2

 www.bundestag.de

 Platz der Republik 1

 admission free

 h8am-midnight, last 
lift 11pm

 U-Bahn Bundestag, 
Brandenburger Tor; 
g100
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 Reichstag & Government Quarter
Top Sights

2525Reichstag & Government QuarterReichstag  & Unter den Linden24

 For more information, see Survival 
Guide (p 173 ).

 Currency
 Euro (€)

 Language
 German (English  widely spoken)

 Visas
 Not required for  citizens of the EU, the 

USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand 
(among others) for tourist stays of up to 

three months.

 Money
 ATMs widespread. Cash is king in Berlin; 

  credit cards are not widely used.

 Mobile Phones
  Mobile phones   operate on GSM900/1800. 

If your home country uses a di  erent 
standard, you’ll need a multiband GSM 
phone. Local SIM cards can be used in 

European and Australian phones.

 Time
 Central European  Time (GMT/UTC plus one 

hour).

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Two-pin plugs running at 230V Ac, 50 Hz. 
Transformers needed  for 110V appliances.

 Tipping
 Servers 10%, bartenders 5%, taxi drivers 10%, 

porters €1 to €2   per bag.

 Getting Around
 Berlin has an extensive and fairly reliable 
public transport system consisting of the 
U-Bahn (underground/subway), S-Bahn 
(light rail), buses and trams. One ticket is 
good for all forms of transport. For trip 
planning, see www.bvg.de.

U-Bahn
 The most efficient way to travel around 
Berlin is by U-Bahn, which runs from 4am 
until about 12.30am and throughout the 
night on Friday, Saturday and public holidays 
(all lines except the U4 and U55).

 S-Bahn
 S-Bahn trains make fewer stops than 
U-Bahns and are therefore handy for longer 
distances, but they don’t run as frequently. 
Operating hours are the same.

 J Bus
 Buses are slower but offer good views. 
Most run frequently between 4.30am and 
12.30am. From Sunday to Thursday, night 
buses running every 30 minutes take over 
in intervening hours. MetroBuses (M1, M19) 
operate 24/7.

 U Tram
 Trams only operate in the eastern districts. 
Trams designated M1, M2, etc run 24/7.

 H Bicycle
 Great for exploring neighbourhoods, cycling 
is hugely popular in Berlin, which has over 
150km of dedicated bike paths. Bikes may 
be taken into designated carriages of the 
U-Bahn and S-Bahn. Rental stations are 
plentiful.

 K Taxi
 Taxis are fairly inexpensive and come in 
handy at night when public transport is less 
frequent. Heavy traffic makes cabs less 
efficient in the daytime.

 Arriving in Berlin
 Arrival options in Berlin are changing in 
2012 with the opening of  Berlin Brandenburg 
Airport (near the current Schönefeld airport) 
in June and the subsequent closure of Tegel 
and the old Schönefeld airports. If arriving 
by train, Hauptbahnhof is the central station.

 A From Berlin-Tegel Airport
 Destination  Best Transport
 Alexanderplatz  TXL express bus 

 Kurfürstendamm  X9 express bus or 
bus 109

 Kreuzberg – 
Kottbusser Tor

 X9/109 to Ernst-
Reuter-Platz, then U8

 Brandenburg Gate  TXL express bus

 A From Berlin-Schönefeld Airport

 Destination  Best Transport
 Alexanderplatz  Airport-Express train 

(RB14 or RE7)

 Kurfürstendamm  Airport-Express train 
(RB14 or RE7)

 Kreuzberg – 
Kottbusser Tor

 Airport-Express 
to Alexanderplatz, 
then U8

 Brandenburg Gate  Airport-Express to 
Alexanderplatz, then 
bus TXL or 100

 A From Berlin Brandenburg 
Airport (from June 2012)
 Airport-Express trains (RB14, RE7 and RE9) 
are expected to depart for central Berlin 
from the airport’s own station every 15 
minutes. For the latest information, check 
www.berlin-airport.de.

 L From Hauptbahnhof
 Berlin’s central train station is served by 
buses and U-Bahn and S-Bahn trains.

 

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than €50

   Dorm beds €10–20

   Self-catering or fast food

 Midrange €50–150
   Double room €80–120

   Two-course dinner with wine €30

   Club cover charge €10–15

 Top end more than €150
   4-star hotel double room €150–200

   Michelin-star dinner with wine €200

   Orchestra seats at the opera €120

 Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
berlin) Destination  information, hotel 
bookings, traveller forum and more.

 Visit Berlin (www.visitberlin.de) Official 
tourist authority info.

 Museumsportal (www.museumsportal
-berlin.de) Gateway to the city’s museums.

 Resident Advisor (www.residentadvisor.net) 
Guide to parties and clubbing.

 Advance Planning
 Two to three months Book tickets for 
the Berliner Philharmonie, the Staatsoper, 
Sammlung Boros and top-flight events.

 Up to one month Make online reservations 
for the Reichstag Dome, the Neues Museum 
and the Pergamonmuseum.

 Up to one week Reserve a table at trendy 
and Michelin-starred restaurants, espe-
cially for Friday and Saturday nights.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716
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Museum Island

Kreuzberg

Prenzlauer Berg
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Prenzlauer Berg 
(p110)
This charismatic 
neighbourhood entices 
with fun shopping, 
gorgeous townhouses, 
cosy cafes and a 
fabulous flea market.

Museum Island & 
Alexanderplatz  
(p40)
Gawk at a pirate's 
chest of treasure from 
ancient civilisations 
guarded by the soaring 
TV Tower on socialist-
styled Alexanderplatz. 

Top Sights1
Pergamonmuseum
Neues Museum

Kreuzberg (p86)
Gritty but cool, 
Kreuzberg is a joy to 
explore on foot, with a 
vibrant restaurant scene 
and Berlin's most 
happening nightlife.

Friedrichshain
(p100)
This student-flavoured 
district is tailor-made 
for soaking up Berlin's 
laid-back vibe and
great for nightlife 
explorations.

Top Sights1
East Side Gallery

East Side
Gallery

Gedenkstätte
Berliner Mauer

Jüdisches
Museum

Pergamonmuseum
Neues
Museum
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Potsdamer Platz 
(p54)
This brand-new quarter, 
on ground once  
bisected by the Berlin 
Wall, is now a showcase 
of fabulous contempo-
rary architecture. 

Top Sights1

Gemäldegalerie
Potsdamer Platz

Kurfürstendamm
(p122)
Nirvana for shopaholics, 
this grand boulevard 
spills into idyllic side 
streets teeming with 
quaint shops, bustling 
cafes and restaurants. 

Worth a Trip
Top Sights1

Jüdisches Museum
Schloss Charlottenburg
Schloss & Park 
Sanssouci

Reichstag &
Unter den Linden  
(p22)
Berlin's historic hub 
delivers great views, 
iconic landmarks and 
the city's most beautiful 
boulevard.

Top Sights1
Reichstag & 
Government Quarter
Brandenburg Gate &
Pariser Platz
Holocaust Memorial

Scheunenviertel &
Around (p72)
The maze-like historic 
Jewish Quarter is 
fashionista central and
also teems with hip bars 
and restaurants.

Top Sights1
Gedenkstätte Berliner 
Mauer 

Potsdamer
Platz

Reichstag &
Government

Quarter

Brandenburg Gate
& Pariser Platz

Schloss
Charlottenburg

Gemäldegalerie

Holocaust
Memorial

 

 Neighbourhoods
 Berlin 

Neighbourhoods  1918QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience 

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Essential Information
Including where to stay

 Berlin ’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Local Life
The insider's city

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

The Best 
of  Berlin 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Berlin 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Berlin 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Berlin .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Berlin

 Berlin is a bon vivant, passionately feasting on the smorgasbord of 
life. A contagious energy permeates its cafes, bars, clubs and classic 
cabarets. Indie boutiques and progressive restaurants compete for 
your time with world-class museums and striking landmarks that 
reflect the city's riveting history. Must-sees or aimless explorations – 
Berlin delivers it all in one exciting and memorable package.

Berlin Top Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Berlin Local Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Berlin Day Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Need to Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Berlin Neighbourhoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

The glass-domed Reichstag building (p24)
THOMAS WINZ/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©

7
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Although the authors and Lonely Planet 
have taken all reasonable care in preparing 
this book, we make no warranty about the 
accuracy or completeness of its content 
and, to the maximum extent permitted, 
disclaim all liability arising from its use.
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 Andrea Schulte-Peevers
 Andrea has travelled the distance to the moon and back in 
her visits to some 65 countries and traces her fascination 
with Berlin’s mystique back to her first stay in the summer 
of 1989, a few months shy of the Wall’s collapse. Born and 
raised in Germany and educated in London and at UCLA, 
Andrea has written about her native country for two dec-
ades. She’s authored or contributed to more than 50 Lonely 
Planet titles, including the first edition of this guide, all edi-
tions of the Berlin city guide, the Germany country guide and 
Discover Germany. After years of living in LA, Andrea couldn’t 
be happier to finally make her home in a lovely Berlin flat.

 Our Writer
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