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In This Book

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p175)

Currency
Euro (€)

Language
Spanish (Castellano) and Catalan

Visas
Generally not required for stays of up to 
90 days (not at all for members of EU or 

Schengen countries). Some nationalities 
need a Schengen visa.

Money
ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted in most hotels, restaurants and 
shops.

Mobile Phones
Local SIM cards can be used in British/

European and Australian phones. US and 
other travellers’ phones need to be set to 

roaming.

Time
Western European (GMT/UTC plus one hour, 

or plus two hours during daylight savings).

Plugs & Adaptors
Plugs have two round pins; the standard 

electrical current is 230V.

Tipping
Small change (€1 per person in restaurants) 

and rounding up (in taxis) is usually su   cient.

  Arriving in 
Barcelona

Most visitors arrive at Aeroport del Prat 
(www.barcelona-airport.com), 12km 
southwest of the city. Some carriers land 
at Aeroport de Girona–Costa Brava (www.
girona-airport.net), 90km north of Barcelona. 
The main train station is Estació de Sants, 
2.5km west of La Rambla.

A From Aeroport del Prat
Destination Best Transport
Barri Gòtic A1 Aerobús; 

Metro (line 3)

El Raval A1 Aerobús; 
Metro (line 3)

La Ribera A1 Aerobús; 
Metro (lines 1, 4)

La Barceloneta A1 Aerobús; 
Metro (lines 1, 4)

L’Eixample R2 Nord Train

A From Aeroport de Girona–Costa 
Brava

Destination Best Transport
Barri Gòtic Barcelona Bus; 

Metro (lines 1, 3)

El Raval Barcelona Bus; 
Metro (lines 1, 3)

La Ribera Barcelona Bus

La Barceloneta Barcelona Bus; 
Metro (lines 1, 4)

L’Eixample Barcelona Bus; 
Metro (lines 1, 3)

A At the Airports
Aeroport del Prat Terminal 1 and 2 arrivals 
halls have ATMs and tourist information.

Aeroport de Girona–Costa Brava The 
baggage-claim and arrivals halls have ATMs.

Getting Around
Barcelona has an efficient and comprehen-
sive public transport system. Apart from 
getting into town from the airport, the Metro 
(www.tmb.net) is the best way for getting 
around town. For some outlying areas, the 
Metro is supplemented by the FGC (www.
fgc.net) suburban rail network. Conveniently, 
both operate under the same ticketing sys-
tem (as do city buses); it works out cheaper 
to purchase the 10-trip T-10 ticket (€10.30) 
rather than buying individual tickets.

m Metro
Eight colour-coded Metro lines crisscross 
central Barcelona. Metro stations circle the 
old city (the Barri Gòtic, El Raval and La 
Ribera), and the Metro leaves you on the 
perimeter of La Barceloneta. There are also 
stations all across L’Eixample.

L  FGC
The suburban rail network is particularly use-
ful for Pedralbes, Sarrià and Gràcia. Stations 
in the town centre include Passeig de Gràcia 
and Plaça de Catalunya.

U Funicular
A  funicular railway (part of the Metro) con-
nects Paral·lel Metro station to the stations 
up the hill in Montjuïc; these additional 
stations are part of the Telefèric de Montjuïc, 
require separate tickets, and carry you to the 
summit. The Transbordador Aeri cable car 
connects La Barceloneta with Montjuïc.

K Taxi
Taxis can be hailed on the street or you can 
call for one. Taking a cab across town can be 
convenient outside peak traffic times.

H Bicycle
Barcelona has over 180km of bike lanes. 
The city has numerous bike-hire outlets, but 
note that the red ‘Bicing’ bikes are for local 
residents only.

  Your Daily Budget
Budget less than €100 

  Dorm bed €15–20; hostal double €50–70

  Cheaper three-course lunch menú del día

  Plan sightseeing for free admission times

Midrange €100–200 
  Midrange hotel double €75–150

  Lunch in decent restaurant €40 for two

  Use discount cards to keep costs down

Top End more than €200 
  Double room in top-end hotel from €150

  Evening fine dining from €50 per person 

Useful  Websites
  Barcelona Turisme (www.barcelonatur

isme.com) The city’s official tourism website.

  Miniguide (miniguide.es) Restaurants and 
bars, upcoming events and theatre reviews. 

  Barcelona Metropolitan (www.barcelona
-metropolitan.com) New restaurant openings, 
nightlife reviews and city profiles. 

  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
barcelona) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveller forums and more.

Advance Planning
  Three months before Book your hotel 

early to increase choice and reduce price; 
weekends can book out months in advance.

  One month before Book a table at Tick-
ets tapas bar (www.ticketsbar.es) or Cinc 
Sentits restaurant (www.cincsentits.com).

  One week before Book online entry to 
La Sagrada Família and Museu Picasso to 
avoid queues on arrival.

Before You Go   Need   to 
   Know
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La Catedral

Basílica de Santa
Maria del Mar

Museu
Picasso

La Rambla & Barri 
Gòtic (p22)
Barcelona’s old quarter 
combines famous La 
Rambla with narrow 
medieval streets and 
monumental buildings.

Top Sights1
La Rambla
La Catedral

El Raval (p42)
The former port district 
includes a fabulous 
market, bars and 
restaurants, stunning art 
galleries and an unlikely 
Gaudí confection.

Top Sights1
Mercat de la Boqueria

La Ribera & Parc de 
la Ciutadella (p54)
La Ribera has a 
wonderful market, 
splendid architecture, 
plus El Born district – 
Barcelona’s byword 
for cool.

Top Sights1
Museu Picasso
Basílica de Santa Maria 
del Mar

Barceloneta & the 
Beaches (p74)
Barcelona as it once was 
with an age-old culture 
of fishing, and an 
altogether shinier new 
beach culture.

Passeig de Gràcia & 
L’Eixample (p86)
Explore Modernista 
treasures, outstanding 
bars and restaurants, 
and a shopper’s 
paradise to rival Paris.

Top Sights1
La Pedrera
Casa Batlló
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Park
Güell

Museu Nacional
d'Art de Catalunya

La Sagrada
Família

La Pedrera

Casa
Batlló

La Rambla

Mercat de
la Boqueria

Fundació
Joan
Miró

Camp Nou &
the Museu del
FC Barcelona

Montjuïc, Poble Sec 
& Sant Antoni (p114)
Montjuïc is home to 
museums,  a castle and 
Olympic relics. Poble 
Sec and Sant Antoni are 
foodie havens.

Top Sights1
Museu Nacional d’Art de 
Catalunya
Fundació Joan Miró

Camp Nou, 
Pedralbes & Sarrià 
(p132)
Home to FC Barcelona, a 
14th-century monastery, 
and Sarrià, Barcelona’s 
loveliest village.

Top Sights1
Camp Nou & the Museu 
del FC Barcelona

Worth a Trip
Top Sights1

La Sagrada Família
Park Güell

 Barcelona 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

06-neighbourhoods-pk-bar4.indd   All Pages 1/08/2014   9:02:51 AM

Casa de les Punxes (p98)
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 Modernista Barcelona  145

1 Casa Amatller
 If Barcelona has 
a Champs Elysées 
equivalent, it’s the 
Passeig de Gràcia, and 
close to its midpoint 
are some extraordinary 
Modernista delights. 
Casa Amatller (p96 ), 
a masterpiece by Josep 
Puig i Cadafalch with 
echoes of gabled north-
ern Europe, is one of 
the standouts.

2 Casa Batlló
 You know you’ve arrived 
at Casa Batlló (p90 ) 
when you stumble upon 
dozens of passers-by 
gazing up at the facade 
with a mix of awe and 
amusement. Most 
visitors have the same 
reaction inside, where 
Gaudí turns the concep-
tion of interior space on 
its head.

3 Fundació Antoni 
Tàpies 
 Designed by Domènech 
i Montaner, the Fun-
dació Antoni Tàpies 
(p96 ) is a brick and 
iron building with 
both Islamic-inspired 
details and elements of 
pure whimsy. Note the 
vibrant chaos swirling 
over the roof, imagined 
by the late Antonio 

Tàpies himself, whose 
staggering collection of 
paintings lies within. 

4 La Pedrera
 A little further up the 
hill along Passeig de 
Gràcia, La Pedrera 
(p88 ) is similarly 
adorned with a fine 
facade in the best Gaudí 
tradition, but it’s the 
interior (the attic is like 
inhabiting a fossil, the 
apartment like inhabit-
ing a dream) and the 
rooftop that transform 
this apartment building 
into the realm of genius.

5 Palau del Baró 
Quadras
 The Modernistas were 
inspired by everything 
from Gothic to Oriental-
ist styles and you’ll 
find all of these on 
show in the Palau del 
Baró Quadras (p98 ). 
It’s the work of Puig i 
Cadafalch, a towering 
Modernista genius.

6 Casa de les 
Punxes
 Nowhere does the Mod-
ernista aesthetic inter-
sect so clearly with the 
childlike evocation of a 
fairy tale than in Puig i 
Cadafalch’s Casa de les 
Punxes (p98 ). Turrets 

resemble witches’ hats 
in this castle-like flight 
of neo-Gothic fancy.

7 La Sagrada 
Família
 Nothing compares to 
La Sagrada Família 
(p107 ). Gaudí’s unfin-

ished masterwork is 
quite simply one of 
the world’s foremost 
architectural creations, 
at once the high point 
of the Modernista style 
and a work so utterly 
original as to deserve a 
category of its own.

2�The Walk
The   Modernista architecture personified by (but 
not restricted to) Antoni Gaudí is Barcelona’s most 
eye-catching signature. Examples ripple out across 
the city, but L’Eixample has the greatest concentra-
tion. With undulating facades, otherworldly interiors, 
imaginative rooftops and nary a straight line in sight, 
Modernista  L’Eixample is unlike any other cityscape 
on earth. This itinerary showcases why many visitors 
can’t get enough of this breathtaking city.

Start Plaça de Catalunya; mCatalunya

Finish La Sagrada Família; mSagrada Família

Length 3km; three hours

5�Take a Break
Barcelona’s tapas chefs are to contemporary cuisine 
what Gaudí was to early-20th-century architecture. 
This is exemplified at  Tapas 24 (p99).
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eral stops to Estació de 
Sants (main train station, 
20 minutes) and Passeig 
de Gràcia (25 to 30 min-
utes) in central Barcelona. 
The airport railway station 
is about a  ve-minute 
walk from Terminal 2. 

 A taxi to the centre 
(around 30 minutes, de-
pending on tra   c) costs 
€25 to €30.

Aeroport de 
Girona–Costa 
Brava
  Girona–Costa Brava Air-
port (%902 404704; www.
aena.es) is 12km south of 
Girona and 92km north-
east of Barcelona. You’ll 
find a tourist office, ATMs 
and lost-luggage desks on 
the ground floor.

  Sagalés (%902 130014; 
www.sagales.com) runs the 
 Barcelona Bus (%902 
130014; www.barcelonabus.
com) service between 
Girona airport and 
Estació del Nord bus 
station in Barcelona (one 
way/return €14/21, 70 
minutes).

Reus Airport
  Reus Airport (%902 
404704; www.aena.es) is 
13km west of Tarragona 
and 108km southwest of 
Barcelona. The tourist 

office and lost luggage 
desks are in the main 
terminal building.

  Hispano-Igualadina 
(%902 292900; www.
igualadina.net; Estació 
Sants) bus services run 
between Reus airport 
and Estació d’Autobusos 
de Sants to meet  ights 
(90 minutes, one-way/
return €15/26).

Getting 
Around

Bicycle
y Best for... Scenic 
seaside rides.

  Barcelona has over 
180km of bike lanes. 

 A waterfront path runs 
northeast from Barcelo-
neta to Port Olímpic and 
onwards to Riu Besòs.

 There are numerous 
places to hire bikes, 
particularly in Barri Gòtic 
and La Ribera. Note that 
the red ‘Bicing’ hire bikes 
are available for Barce-
lona residents only.

 You can transport 
your bicycle on the 
metro on weekdays 
(except between 7am and 
9.30am, and 5pm and 
8.30pm). On weekends, 
holidays, and during July 
and August, there are no 
restrictions.

Bus
y Best for… Night trips.

   TMB buses (%010; 
www.tmb.net) run from 
5am or 6am to as late 
as 11pm, depending on 

touches, though only one 
has a private bathroom.

Hotel Constanza (www.
hotelconstanza.com) 
A boutique beauty with 
lovely rooms and  ne 
L’Eixample views from 
the roof terrace.

Best Top End

 Hotel Neri (www.
hotelneri.com) Stun-
ningly renovated medi-
eval mansion overlooking 
one of Barcelona’s most 
peaceful squares.

DO (www.hoteldoreial.
com) Handsomely 
designed rooms, roof 
terrace (with bar in 
summer), dipping pool, 
spa and market-to-table 
restaurant.

Hotel Mercer (www.
mercerbarcelona.com) 
Lavish designer rooms 
with medieval elements, 
plus an interior garden, 
rooftop dip pool, stylish 
cocktail lounge and top-
notch restaurant.

Casa Camper (www.
casacamper.com) 
Museum-like foyer and 
stylish rooms with Vinçon 
furniture and design 
smarts. The rooftop has 
sweeping city views.

Hotel Casa Fuster 
(www.hotelcasafuster.
com) This sumptuous 
Modernista mansion has 
small plush rooms with 
period features.

Best Short-Stay 
Apartments

 Airbnb (www.airbnb.
com) Browse hundreds 
of listings of spare rooms 
or entire apartments that 
locals rent out across 
the city. Prices per night 
in a decent area start 
at around €30 for a 
room and €75 for an 
apartment.

Aparteasy (www.
aparteasy.com) Excellent 
range of centrally located 
apartments ranking from 
small and dated to large 
and luxurious.

Feel at Home Barcelona 
(www.feelathomebarce-
lona.com) Small select 
group of rentals in La 
Rambla, El Raval and 
Sarrià.

Friendly Rentals (www.
friendlyrentals.com) 
Dozens of high-quality 
options across the city 
from this experienced 
operator.

Arriving in 
Barcelona
y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p17.

  Aeroport del Prat
 Barcelona’s  El Prat 
Airport (%902 404704; 
www.aena.es) lies 17km 
southwest of Plaça de 
Catalunya. The airport 
has two main terminal 
buildings: the new T1 
terminal and the older 
T2, itself divided into 
three terminal areas (A, B 
and C). The main  tourist 
office (h8.30am-8.30pm) 
is on the ground floor of 
Terminal 2B. Others on 
the ground floor of Termi-
nal 2A and in Terminal 1 
operate the same hours.

  A1 Aerobús (one-way/
return €5.90/10.20; h6am-
1am) runs from the airport 
to Plaça de Catalunya (30 
to 40 minutes) via Plaça 
d’Espanya and Gran Via 
de les Corts Catalanes 
every  ve to 10 minutes. 
Buy tickets on the bus 
or from machines at the 
airport.

  R2 Nord train (one-way 
€4.10; h5.42am-11.38pm) 
leaves every half-hour 
from the airport via sev-

Transport Tickets & Passes
 Targetes are multiple-trip tickets, sold at 

most Metro stations, that will save you time and 
money. A T-10 ticket (€10.30) gives you 10 trips 
on the Metro, buses and FGC trains; a T-DIA 
(€7.60) gives unlimited travel on all transport for 
one day.

 Hola BCN! two-/three-/four-/  ve-day tickets 
for unlimited travel on all transport excluding 
Aerobús cost €14/20/25.50/30.50.

Getting Around   179178  Survival Guide
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Park Güell (p112)
 The playfulness of 
Gaudí’s imagination 
takes flight in this park, 
which seems to spring 
from a child’s fantasy of 
seriously weird struc-
tures and larger-than-life 
animal forms.

La Catedral 
(p28)
 Barcelona’s cathedral 
spans the centuries like 
a sombre and silent wit-
ness to the city’s history. 
It’s a towering edifice of 
singular and monumen-
tal beauty with a refined 
cloister inhabited by 
geese.

La Rambla (p24)
 Few pedestrian 
thoroughfares can rival 
La Rambla as it cuts 
a swathe through old 
Barcelona and down to 
the shores of the Medi-
terranean. It’s a canvas, 
a catwalk and a stage all 
in one.

La Sagrada Família (p106)
 A temple as much to originality in architecture as to God, the recently conse-
crated La Sagrada Família is Gaudí’s Modernista masterpiece and an extraordi-
nary work in progress.
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Insider tips to help you  nd the real cityInsider tips to help you  nd the real city

Barri Gòtic (p22)
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the Passeig de Gràcia 
is stage to the city’s top 
fashion boutiques. But 
L’Eixample’s genius is 
to throw up a whole 
culture of shopping, with 
the greatest affections 
reserved for local names 
in design, furniture and 
high-quality foodstuffs.

Village Life in 
Gràcia (p110)

 Old-style plazas
 Markets & bars

On the cusp of down-
town Barcelona yet 
somehow separate, Grà-
cia is a lovely mix of old 
and new, with markets, 
plazas, bars and res-
taurants that date back 

decades alongside ultra-
hip designer boutiques. 
The area is diverse and 
offbeat – just how the 
locals like it.

Nightlife in Sant 
Antoni & Poble Sec 
(p122)

 Terrace bars
 Tapas

Just below the looming 
mountain of Montjuïc, 
the pedestrian lanes 
of Poble Sec are dotted 
with tapas joints and 
bohemian drinking 
dens. The action contin-
ues across wide Av del 
Paral·lel, in Sant Antoni, 
with outdoor cafes and 
creative tapas bars.

A Barri Gòtic 
Sunday (p30)

 Local markets
 Traditional dance

In the most heavily 
touristed part of the city, 
locals reclaim their barrio 
(neighbourhood) on 
Sundays. Join them at a 
mass in the 14th-century 
church where Gaudí was 
once arrested, then enjoy 
back-to-basics markets, 
visit icons of Catalan 
power and discover time-
less local eating haunts.

Revelling in El Raval 
(p46)

 Bastions of tradition
 Gritty streets

El Raval is Barcelona’s 
most diverse neighbour-
hood, at once stylish and 
slightly louche in the 

manner of port cities 
down through the cen-
turies. From the refined 
to the bohemian, it’s a 
journey through cultures 
and countercultures with 
detours to ageless Catalan 
classics en route.

Tapas & Bar-
Hopping in El Born 
(p62)

 Tapas bars
 Nightlife

So much of life in Barce-
lona as the locals experi-
ence it revolves around 
food, and El Born, a tight 
tangle of medieval streets 
near La Ribera’s southern 
edge, is one of the best 
(and prettiest) places in 
town to go out for tapas 
and drinks.

Sea & Seafood 
(p76)

 Fish restaurants
 Beaches

A bulwark of busy bars 
and fish restaurants 
where old-style cooking 
prevails, the former 
fisherfolk district of 
Barceloneta has held 
fast to its traditions. But 
the shiny new Barcelona 
has grabbed hold of the 
surrounding beaches and 
marinas. These are two 
very different worlds in 
one city.

Shopping in the 
Quadrat d’Or 
(p92)

 Designer boutiques
 Gourmet shops

One of Europe’s grand 
shopping boulevards, 

If you’re eager to experience Barcelona rather than merely tick o   its signature attrac-
tions, we’ll show you how the locals experience their city – traditional tapas bars and 
 ea markets, Catalan traditional dances and local drinking holes that haven’t changed 

in decades. 
Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Barri Gòtic cafes 
(p40 )

Antic Hospital de la 
Santa Creu (p52 )

Beach bars (p85)

Parc de la Ciutadella 
(p66 )

Speakeasy (p99 )

FIlmoteca de 
Catalunya (p51 )

El Passadís del Pep 
(p69 )

Carrer de Blai (p130)

Sarrià (p138)

Aire de Barcelona 
(p70)

 Barcelona 
 Local  Life
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Quimet i Quimet (p130)

Raïm Old wine barrels, 
grizzled Gràcia locals 
and a Cuban love affair. 
(p111 )

Best Cocktail Bars
Boadas Cocktail favour-
ite of Hemingway and 
Miró. (p51 )

Dry Martini Suited 
waiters and perfect dry 
martinis in L’Eixample. 
(p103 )

Juanra Falces White-
jacketed waiters serve up 
artful elixirs. (p71 )

Best for Style 
Ocaña Sitting pretty on 
Plaça Reial with a beauti-
fully designed interior. 
(p38 )

Sor Rita Join festive 
crowds in a whimsical 
Almodovar-esque world. 
(p38 )

Best Wine Bars
Monvínic With over 3000 
wines to choose from, 
you won’t lack for op-
tions. (p93 )

La Vinya del Senyor 
More than 350 wines 
and a perfect setting. 
(p71 )

Best Cava Bars
El Xampanyet Nowhere 
does the tapas-cava 
combination better than 
this 1930s-era El Born 
bar. (p63 )

Can Paixano Ageless 
Barceloneta cava den of 
sheer raucous pleasure. 
(p76 )

Best Music Bars
Bar Pastís Shoebox-
sized bar with music from 
French cabaret to tango. 
(p53 )

Manchester Britpop 
from the 1980s and 
other UK classics. 
(p40 )

Best Bohemian 
Hangouts
Gran Bodega Saltó 
Psychedelic decor, live 
music and an eclectic 
crowd. (p123 )

Absenta Absinthe-
fuelled drinking den with 
whimsical scultpures. 
(p84 )

Oviso Festive anytime 
spot on the Plaça de 
George Orwell. (p39 )

Tinta Roja Intimate 
and dimly lit with a wild 
showcase of live perfor-
mances. (p123 )

Rouge Lab 2.1 Bordello-
esque bar known for its 
surreal performances. 
(p123 )

 Barcelona is a nightlife-lovers’ town, with an 
enticing spread of candlelit wine  bars, old-school 
taverns and stylish lounges where the festivities 
continue late into the night. The atmosphere 
varies tremendously – shadowy mural-covered 
chambers in the medieval quarter, antique-  lled 
converted storefronts and buzzing Modernista 
spaces are all part of the scene. 

Bar Neighbourhoods
 There are bars on just about every street corner in 
Barcelona, and every neighbourhood has its local 
watering hole. But the densest concentrations of 
dedicated drinking dens are to be found in Barri 
Gòtic, El Raval, La Ribera (particularly El Born) 
and L’Eixample.

Wine & Cava Bars
 A growing number of wine bars scattered around 
the city provide a showcase for the great produce 
from Spain and beyond. Vine-minded spots serve 
a huge selection of wines by the glass, with a 
particular focus on stellar new vintages. A big part 
of the experience is having a few bites while you 
drink. Expect sharing plates, platters of cheese and 
charcuterie, and plenty of tapas.

Beach Bars
 During summer small wooden beach bars, affec-
tionately known as chiringuitos, open up along the 
strand, from Barceloneta all the way up to Platja 
de la Nova Mar Bella. Here you can dip your toes 
in the sand, grab a snack and nurse a cocktail (or a 
refreshing cava sangria) while watching the city at 
play against the backdrop of the Mediterranean.

Best Bars with 
History
Casa Almirall Barcelo-
na’s oldest continuously 
functioning bar with 
wonderful period detail. 
(p52 )

Bar Marsella They’ve 
seen it all at this gritty 
19th-century El Raval bar. 
(p47 )

La Confitería Fin-de-
siècle spot in El Raval 
that pours a fine house 
vermouth. (p52 )

Les Gens Que J’Aime 
Romantic relic of 1960s 
L’Eixample with candle-
light and red-velvet sofas. 
(p103 )

Best Local Bars
Vaso de Oro Barceloneta 
as it used to be. (p77 )

Rubí Great drink specials 
hidden away on a narrow 
lane in El Born. (p71 )
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Splendia (www.splendia.
com) Good for tracking 
down some of the city’s 
more striking hotels.

Barcelona Turisme 
(www.barcelonaturisme.
com) Tourist o   ce with a 
booking service covering 
more than 300 places 
to stay.

Oh-Barcelona (www.
oh-barcelona.com) More 
than 800 hotels and 
apartments to choose 
from.

Best Budget

 Alberg Hostel Itaca 
(www.itacahostel.com) A 
bright, quiet hostel near 
La Catedral with a lively 
vibe, and ample activities 
on o  er (pub crawls, 
 amenco concerts, free 

daily walking tour).

Pensión Francia (www.
pensionfrancia-barce
lona.com) Quaint and 
clean 11-room hostel in 
a great location close to 
the shore, the Parc de la 
Ciutadella and El Born 
nightlife.

Fashion House (www.
bcnfashionhouse.com) 
L’Eixample  at containing 
eight rooms of varying 
size done tastefully, with 

high ceilings, parquet 
 oors and, in some cases, 

a little balcony onto the 
street.

Amistat Beach Hostel 
(www.amistatbeach
hostel.com) Small, 
nicely designed hostel 
with a beanbag-  lled 
lounge; near the beach 
and restaurants of 
Poblenou (northeast of 
Barceloneta).

Inout Hostel (www.in
outhostel.com) Friendly, 
beautifully situated hostel 
with a strong social ethos 
(nearly all sta   have dis-
abilities). Restaurant and 
extensive facilities, but far 
from the centre.

Pensió 2000 (www.
pensio2000.com) This 
family-run place has 
reasonably spacious 
doubles with mosaic-
tiled  oors and ensuite 
bathrooms. You can eat 
your breakfast in the little 
courtyard.

Best Midrange

 Five Rooms (www.
the  verooms.com) Five 
charming L’Eixample 
rooms, each with a 
unique design. Features 
include broad,  rm beds, 

stretches of exposed 
brick wall, restored 
mosaic tiles and minimal-
ist decor.

Hotel Banys Orientals 
(www.hotelbanysorien
tals.com) This magneti-
cally popular designer 
haunt has small rooms 
done up in cool blues 
and aquamarines, com-
bined with dark-hued 
 oors.

Chic & Basic Ramblas 
(www.chicandbasicram
blashotel.com) Quirky 
and arty, with a vintage 
auto in the lobby and 
colourful rooms that 
loosely pay homage to 
Barcelona life circa 1960. 
All have balconies and 
small kitchens.

Hotel Sant Agustí (www.
hotelsa.com) Just o   
La Rambla, this former 
18th-century monastery 
has sparkling rooms that 
are mostly spacious and 
light-  lled.

Cami Bed & Gallery 
(www.camibedand
gallery.com) In a hand-
some Modernista build-
ing near Plaça Catalunya, 
this luxury B&B has airy 
rooms, with high ceilings 
and handsome design 

Book Your Stay
  Accommodation in 

Barcelona is at a premium 
year-round so always 
book as far in advance as 
possible.

 Barcelona’s price-to-
quality ratio is gener-
ally high, but prices can 
double on weekends and 
during important festivals 
and trade fairs.

 Staying in the Barri 
Gòtic, El Raval or La Ribera 
puts you in the heart of 
the action, but nights can 
be noisy and long from 
Thursday through the 
weekend.

 L’Eixample can be qui-
eter, while La Barceloneta 
is perfect if you’re here for 
the beach.

Useful Websites

 Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/spain/
barcelona) Find recom-
mended hotels and book 
online.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Hot beach weather, 
but often overwhelmed 
with visitors in July and 
August; locals escape 
the city in August.

 Autumn (Sep–Nov) 
September is one of the 
best months to visit; 
chance of rain in October 
and November.

 Winter (Dec–Feb) 
Nights can be chilly and 
there’s a chance of rain, 
but there are few visitors 
and sunny days are 
possible.

 Spring (Mar–May) A 
lovely time to visit. Man-
ageable visitor numbers, 
though rain is possible in 
April and May.

Before You Go

When to   Go

Survival 
Guide
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Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best 
of Barcelona
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Barcelona
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Barcelona’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
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Lonely Planet’s 
 Barcelona
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Barcelona.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection

c Family-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
j Tram
d Train
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Spiral staircase, La Sagrada Família (p106)
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Welcome to 
Barcelona

Barcelona could just be the coolest city on earth. Style 
conscious and always in fashion, this is a place where the 
avant-garde and the traditional collide daily with spec-
tacular results. It’s where Gaudí meets Gothic, where 
food is life in all its delicious complexity, and where the 
arts (including the art of having a good time) always take 
centre stage.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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