
BA
N

G
KO

K

BANGKOK
TOP SIGHTS • LOCAL LIFE • MADE EASY

lonelyplanet.com

Get straight to the heart of the city

 PLUS
• Maps for every neighbourhood  
• Walking tours and day planners
• Packed with expert travel tips
• 100% independent advice

I SBN 978 -1 -74220 -304 -1

9 781742 203041

99315

4TH EDITION
Published June 2013
First Published Sep 2007

USA  $13.99
UK  £7.99

#

#

#

E

E

E

##ææ

#

#
#

#

#
#

æ

æ
æ

æ

æ
æ

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
# #

#

#

#

#

f

f

f

f

f

f

f
û ú

ú

ú

ú

ú

##ææ

KO RATANAKOSIN

THONBURI

Khlo
ng M

on

K
hlong

Law
t

M
ae N

am
Chao

Phraya

Saranrom
Royal
Garden

Th
M
ah

a
R
at

Th Na Phra Lan

Th Phrannok

Th
N
a
P
hr
a
Th

at

Th
Arun

Am
arin

Th
M
aha

R
at

Th
A
tsadang

Th Charoen
Krung

Th
R
atchini

Th
Ra

tc
ha

da
m
no

en
N
ai

Th
Sanam

C
hai

Th Phra Chan

Th Lak MeuangTh
A
run

A
m
arin

Soi Pratu
Nokyung

Soi Pen
Phat

S
oi

W
at

R
ak

ha
ng

ThWang
Doem

ThaWang
Lang

(Siriraj)

Tha Phra
Chan

Tha
Maharaj

ThaWat
Rakang

Tha
Chang

Tha
Tien

Wat
Arun

Wat Arun

Wat
Pho

Grand
Palace

Lak Meuang

Wat Pho
Thai Traditional

Medical and Massage School
Museum
of Siam

National
Museum

Songkran Niyomsane
Forensic Medicine

Museum & Parasite Museum

3

5

12 8

10

7

9

11

1

24

Wat
Phra
Kaew

#E

5

4

3

2

For reviews see
E Top Sights p24
æ Sights p35
ú Eating p37
û Drinking p39
ý Entertainment p39

Top Sights
The city’s must-see 
sights plus expert 
advice to make your 
trip even better.

Best of Bangkok 
We’ve found the 
best walks, food, 
art, shopping, views, 
nightlife and more.

Local Life
Discover how to 
unlock the city with 
guides to areas that 
the locals really love. 
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In This Book

mum foreign-exchange 
rates. When buying baht, 
US dollars and euros are 
the most readily accepted 
currencies, and travellers 
cheques receive better 
rates than cash. British 
pounds, Australian dol-
lars, Singapore dollars 
and Hong Kong dollars 
are also widely accepted.

  Tipping  Tipping is not a 
traditional part of Thai life 
and, except in big hotels 
and posh restaurants, 
tips are appreciated but 
not expected.

 Public Holidays
   Government offices and 
banks close their doors 
on the following national 
 public holidays. For the 
precise dates of lunar 
holidays, see the Tourism 
Authority of Thailand 
(TAT) website, www.
tourismthailand.org/
See-and-Do/Events-and-
Festivals.

  New Year’s Day 1 
January

  Makha Bucha Day 
January/March (lunar)

  Chakri Day Commem-
orates the founding of 
the royal Chakri dynasty; 
6 April

  Songkran Thai New 
Year; 13-15 April

  Labor Day 1 May

  Coronation Day Com-
memorating the 1950 
coronation of the current 
king and queen; 5 May

  Visakha Bucha Day 
May/June (lunar)

  Khao Phansa Begin-
ning of the Buddhist rains 
retreat, when monks re-
frain from travelling away 
from their monasteries; 
July/August (lunar)

  Queen’s Birthday 12 
August 

  King Chulalongkorn 
Day 23 October

  Ok Phansa End of Bud-
dhist rains retreat; Octo-
ber/November (lunar)

  King’s Birthday 5 
December 

  Constitution Day 10 
December

  New Year’s Eve 31 
December

 Safe Travel
   Bangkok is generally a 
 safe city and violence 
against tourists is rare. 
That said, there are 
enough well-rehearsed 
scams that there’s an 
entire website (www
.bangkokscams.com) 
dedicated to them. Don’t 
be spooked by the stories; 
commit the following to 
memory and you’ll likely 
enjoy a scam-free visit:

  Gem scam We’re beg-
ging you, if you aren’t a 
gem trader or expert, then 
please don’t buy unset 
stones in Thailand – pe-
riod. Otherwise, you’ll  nd 
yourself getting sucked 
into a complicated scam 
in which you’ll pay an ex-
orbitant price for costume 
jewellery. 

  Closed today Ignore 
any ‘friendly’ local who 
tells you that an attraction 
is closed for a Buddhist 
holiday or for cleaning. 
These are set-ups for trips 
to a bogus gem sale.

  Tú k-tú k rides for 10B 
Say goodbye to your 
day’s itinerary if you 
climb aboard this ubiqui-
tous scam. These alleged 
‘tours’ bypass all the 
sights and instead cruise 
to all the  y-by-night gem 
and tailor shops that pay 
commissions.

  Flat-fare taxi ride 
Flatly refuse any taxi 
driver who quotes a  at 
fare (usually between 
100B and 150B for in-
town destinations), which 
will usually be three times 
more expensive than the 
reasonable meter rate. 
Walking beyond the tour-
ist area will usually help 
you  nd an honest driver.

  Friendly strangers Be 
wary of smartly dressed, 

(generally until 8pm), 
including weekends.

  Bars & Clubs Open 
until midnight or 1am, 
although those in des-
ignated entertainment 
zones can stay open until 
2am or 3am.

  Restaurants Local plac-
es often serve food from 
morning to night (10am to 
8pm or 9pm), while more 
formal restaurants serve 
only during lunch (from 
around 11am to 2pm) and 
dinner (6pm to 10pm).

  Shops Large shops 
usually open from 10am 
to 7pm; shopping centres 
open until 10pm.

  Electricity

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz

 Emergencies
   Ambulance (%via 

police 191) In a medical 
 emergency, it’s probably 
best to call a hospital 
direct, and it will dispatch 
an  ambulance.

   Tourist Police (%24hr 
hotline 1155) The best 
way to deal with most 
problems requiring police 
(usually a rip-o   or theft) 
is to contact the tourist 
 police, who can generally 
communicate in English, 
are used to dealing with 
foreigners and can be 
very helpful in cases of 
arrest.

 Money
   Currency The basic 

 unit of Thai  currency is 
the baht. There are 100 
satang in one baht. Coins 
come in denominations 
of 25 satang, 50 satang, 
1B, 2B, 5B and 10B. 
Paper currency comes 
in denominations of 20B 
(green), 50B (blue), 100B 
(red), 500B (purple) and 
1000B (beige).

   ATMs You won’t need 
a map to  nd an ATM in 
Bangkok – they’re liter-
ally everywhere. ATMs 
accept major interna-
tional credit cards and 
many will also cough up 
cash (Thai baht only) if 
your card is a   liated with 
the international Cirrus or 
Plus networks (typically 
for a fee of 150B). You can 
withdraw up to 20,000B 
per day from most ATMs.

   Credit cards Credit 
cards as well as debit 
cards can be used for 
purchases at many 
shops and pretty much 
any hotel or restaurant, 
though you’ll have to 
pay cash for your pà t tai. 
The most commonly ac-
cepted cards are Visa and 
MasterCard, followed by 
Amex and JCB. 

  Money changers 
Banks or legal money-
changers o  er the opti-
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  NapPark Hostel (www
.nappark.com) Hi-tech 
dorm beds in a hostel 
that has a distinct em-
phasis on activities.

  Sam Sen Sam Place 
(www.samsensam) 
Cutesy budget rooms in 
an antique wooden home 
by the river.

  Suk 11 (www.suk11
.com) Rooms with an old-
school Thai vibe smack 
dab in the middle of 
‘downtown’ Bangkok.

 Best Midrange
  Lamphu Treehouse 

(www.lamphutreehotel.
com) Quiet, comfy, 
canal-side midranger 
just outside Bangkok’s 
backpacker zone.

  Phra-Nakorn Norn-Len 
(www.phranakorn-norn
len.com) Artsy, fun hotel 
compound in a refresh-
ingly untouristed ‘hood.

  Napa Place (www
.napaplace.com) Modern 
condo-like hotel with big 
rooms and a homey vibe.

  Baan Dinso (www
.baandinso.com) An 
antique villa holding basic 
but attractive, boutique-
feeling rooms.

  Swan Hotel (www
.swanhotelbkk.com) 
Classic ‘60s-era hotel 
with a great pool.

  72 Ekamai 
(www.72ekamai.com) 
Huge, stylish rooms in an 
emerging hipster ’hood.

 Best Top-End
  Siam Heritage (www

.thesiamheritage.com) 
Homey touches and warm 
service make this this 
closest you may come to 
sleeping in a Thai home.

  AriyasomVilla (www
.ariyasom.com) Sumptu-
ous refurbished villa with 
a classy B&B vibe.

  Arun Residence (www
.arunresidence.com) 
Some of the best river 
views in town; the funky, 
loftlike rooms aren’t too 
shabby, either.

  Metropolitan (www
.comohotels.com/metro
politanbangkok) Sophisti-
cated urban cool in the 
centre of the city.

 Arriving in 
Bangkok
  Air

 Suvarnabhumi Interna-
tional Airport
   Just about everybody 
flying to Bangkok comes 

through  Suvarnabhumi 
International Airport 
(%0 2132 1888; www
.bangkokairportonline.com), 
located 25km east of the 
city centre. Pronounced 
sù·wan·ná·poom, the air-
port is accessible by taxi 
and public transport – 
including the  Airport Rail 
Link (www.bangkokairport
train.com) – and estimated 
transit time to most parts 
of Bangkok is approxi-
mately 30 to 45 minutes. 
A taxi to central Bangkok 
will run about 300B. 
The unofficial website 
has real-time details 
of airport arrivals and 
departures. Left-luggage 
facilities are available on 
level 2, beside the helpful 
Tourism Authority of 
Thailand office. 

 Don Muang Airport
  Bangkok’s former 
international airport,  Don 
Muang (DMK; %0 2535 
1111; www.donmuangair
portonline.com), has been 
downgraded to the city’s 
de facto low-cost airport. 
It’s located about 20km 
north of the city centre; 
slow buses make the 
trip into town, but taxi is 
the most efficient way to 
get to/from the airport, 
and to central Bangkok 
should cost around 
200B.
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   Book Your Stay
 y If your idea of the typical 
Bangkok hotel was in  u-
enced by The Hangover Part 
II, you’ll be pleased to learn 
that the city is home to a 
diverse spread of modern 
hostels, guesthouses and 
hotels. To make matters 
better, much of Bangkok’s 
accommodation is excellent 
value, and competition is so 
intense that fat discounts 
are almost always available. 

 Useful  Websites
  Lonely Planet (www

.hotels.lonelyplanet.com) 
Find reviews and make 
bookings.

  Travel  sh (www.travel
 sh.org) Independent re-

views, lots of user feedback.

  Trip Advisor (www.trip
advisor.com) Yes, Bangkok 
is covered here.

  Agoda (www.agoda
.com) Great advance deals.

 Best Budget
  Lub d (www.lubd.com) 

A young-feeling, well-run 
hostel with two branches 
in central Bangkok.

 When to Go

  Winter (late Dec/
early Jan) This is both 
the coolest time of year 
in Bangkok and the peak 
tourist season. Consider 
November or February 
for similarly cool weather 
and fewer people.

   Wet season (May-
Oct) During the mon-
soon period, Bangkok 
receives as much as 
300mm of rain per 
month. The good news 
is that downpours are 
generally brief and tour-
ist numbers are relatively 
low.

   Before You Go

 Survival 
Guide
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Wat Suthat (p46)
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Best Temples
 Wat Phra Kaew The 
granddaddy of Bangkok 
temples and the home of 
a certain Emerald Bud-
dha. (p 24 )

 Wat Pho If you haven’t 
seen the ginormous 
reclining Buddha here, 
you haven’t seen Bang-
kok. (p 28 )

 Wat Suthat Home to 
one of Thailand’s biggest 
Buddhas and equally im-

pressive floor-to-ceiling 
temple murals. (p 46 )

 Wat Traimit Residence of 
the world’s largest golden 
Buddha. (p 60 )

 Wat Arun This pre-
decessor to Bangkok is 
also one of the few Thai 
temples you’re allowed to 
climb on. (p 32 )

 Golden Mount & Wat 
Saket Hilltop temple 
with great views over old 
Bangkok. (p 46 )

 Wat Mangkon Kamala-
wat The epitome of the 
hectic, smoky, noisy 
Chinese-style temple. 
(p 65 )

 Sri Mariamman Temple 
Bangkok’s main Hindu 
temple practically leaps 
from the street. (p 100 )

 Wat Bowonniwet Roy-
ally sponsored temple 
with interesting murals. 
(p 47 )

Best

 A Thai  temple (wát) is a compound of di  erent 
buildings serving speci  c religious functions. Even 
if you don’t consider yourself spiritual, Bangkok’s 
wát provide pleasures that range in scope from 
artistic inspiration to urban exploration.

 Thai Architecture
  Traditional Thai temple architecture follows strict 
rules of design that dictate proportion, placement, 
materials and ornamentation. In addition to the 
native Siamese styles of building, within Bangkok’s 
temples you’ll also find examples from historical 
Khmer, Mon, Lao and northern Thai traditions.

 Buddha Images
  Every wát in Bangkok has a Buddha image, usually 
sculpted according to strict iconographical rules 
found in Buddhist art texts dating to the 3rd century 
AD. There are four basic postures and positions: 
standing, sitting, walking and reclining.

 Temple Murals
  An astonishing variety of scenes from both secular 
and religious life embellish the inner walls of 
temples throughout Bangkok. Always instructional 
in intent, such painted images ranged from depic-
tions of the jatakas (life stories of the Buddha) and 
scenes from the Indian Hindu epic Ramayana to 
elaborate scenes detailing daily life in Thailand.

 Stupa
  A classic component of temple architecture is one or 
more stupa (chedi in Thai), a solid mountain-shaped 
monument that pays tribute to the enduring stability 
of Buddhism. Many stupas are believed to contain 
‘relics’ (pieces of bone) belonging to the Buddha.

 

 Temples

 y� Top Tips
  At many of Bang-

kok’s temples dress 
rules are strictly en-
forced, and if you’re 
wearing shorts or a 
sleeveless shirt, you 
will not be allowed 
into the temple 
grounds – this 
applies to men and 
women.

  Shoes must be 
removed before en-
tering any enclosed 
structure in a Thai 
wát.
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Wat Pho (p28)
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 1 Silpakorn 
University
  Start at Tha Chang and 
follow Th Na Phra Lan 
east with a quick diver-
sion to this institution, 
Thailand’s premier fine-
arts university. 

 2 Wat Phra Kaew 
& Grand Palace
  Continue east to the 
main gate into Wat Phra 
Kaew & Grand Palace 
(p 24 ); these are two of 
Bangkok’s most famous 
attractions.

 3 Trok Tha Wang
  Return to Th Maha 
Rat and proceed north, 
through a gauntlet of 
herbal apothecaries 
and sidewalk amulet 
sellers. After passing 
the cat-laden newsstand 
(you’ll know it when you 
smell it), turn left into 
Trok Tha Wang, a nar-
row alleyway holding a 
seemingly hidden classic 
Bangkok neighbourhood. 

 4 Wat Mahathat
  Returning to Th Maha 
Rat, continue moving 
north. On your right 
is Wat Mahathat, one 
of Thailand’s most 
respected Buddhist 
universities.

 2� The Walk
   Most of Bangkok’s ‘must-see’ destinations are 
found in the former royal district, Ko Ratanakosin. 
This walk takes in all of these, plus lower-key sights. 
It’s best to start early to beat the heat and get 
in before the hordes descend. Dress modestly in 
order to gain entry to the temples, and ignore any 
strangers who approach you offering advice on 
sightseeing or shopping.

 Start Tha Chang 

 Finish Wat Arun 

 Length 4km; three to four hours 

 5� Take a Break
 Ko Ratanakosin restaurants tend to be super-
touristy or very street; for something in-between, 
try   Mangkud Cafe (Club Arts; Map p 34 , B3; www
.clubartsgallery.com; Soi Wat Rakhang; mains 125-300B; 
h10.30am-11pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri-Sun; ffrom 
Tha Chang). 

Best Walks
 Bangkok’s 
Birthplace
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 5 Amulet Market
  Across the street, turn 
left into crowded Trok 
Mahathat to see the 
cramped Amulet Mar-
ket. As you continue 
north alongside the 
river, amulet vendors 
soon turn into food 
vendors. 

 6 Thammasat 
University
  The emergence of 
white-and-black uni-
forms is a clue you’re 
approaching Thamma-
sat University, known 
for its law and political-
science departments.

 7 Sanam Luang
  Exiting at Tha Phra 
Chan, cross Th Maha 
Rat and continue east 
until you reach Sanam 
Luang, the ‘Royal Field’. 

 8 Lak Meuang
  Cross the field and 
continue south along 
Th Ratchadamnoen 
Nai until you reach 
the home of Bangkok’s 
city spirit, Lak Meuang 
(p36).

 9 Wat Pho
  Then head south along 
Th Sanam Chai and 
turn right onto Th Thai 

Wang, which leads to 
the entrance of Wat Pho 
(p 28 ), home of the giant 
reclining Buddha.

 a Wat Arun
  If you’ve still got the 
energy, head to adjacent 
Tha Tien to catch the 

cross-river ferry to Wat 
Arun (p 32 ), one of the 
few Buddhist temples 
you’re encouraged to 
climb on.
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Insider tips to help you  nd the real city

Street market, Chinatown (p62)

LO
N

E
LY

 P
L

A
N

E
T/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

a hearty selection of mu-
sic, from live indie bands 
to big-name DJs. 

  Ari (p134)
  Restaurants
  Bars

 Looking to up your 
Bangkok street cred? 
Casually drop the name 
Ari – an emerging 
suburban neighbour-
hood packed with buzzy 
local restaurants and 
bars – and you’ll gain 
the respect of local 
hipsters and bewilder 
the tourists. 

 Don’t want to feel like a sheltered package tourist? Rest assured that it’s a cinch to 
get local in Bangkok, a city where hectic tourist attractions often rub shoulders with 
classic local neighbourhoods. Gay and lesbian travellers as well as foodies will also 
feel at home in Bangkok, a city as gay-tolerant as it is food-obsessed.

 Banglamphu (p40)
  Fun bars
  Live music

 Bangkok’s most tradi-
tional ’hood is also one 
of its best for nightlife. 
Parts of  Banglamphu can 
feel dominated by the 
backpacker magnet that 
is Th Khao San, but just 
off the main strip are 
heaps of bars, cafes and 
restaurants frequented by 
young locals.

  Chinatown (p58)
  Street food
  Urban exploration

 Many of the best places 
to eat have have neither 
roof nor menu, but 
it’s not unusual for a 
Bangkokian to brave 
traffic, heat or rain for a 
meal in Chinatown. Not 

surprisingly, Chinese-style 
dishes rule here – think 
noodles, pork and fried 
dishes – but seafood, 
sweets and fruit also have 
their places.

  Victory Monument 
(p90)

  Live music
  Regional Thai food

 Want a taste of provincial 
Thailand without leaving 
Bangkok? Head to this 
suburban ’hood colloqui-
ally known for its main 
landmark. Here you’ll 
find fun bars, live music 
and good food, from res-
taurants serving southern 
Thai to streetside stalls 
selling northeastern Thai 
specialities – all served 
up without a hint of big-
city pretension. 

  Riverside,  Silom & 
 Lumphini (p92)

  Gay nightlife
 Come nighttime, gay visi-
tors and locals alike flock 
to the side streets off 
lower Th Silom. The al-
ternatives run the gamut 
from seedy boy bars 
to sophisticated dance 
clubs – and just about 
everything in between.

  Royal City Avenue 
(RCA) (p112)

  Dance clubs
  Live music

 Hands-down the city’s 
premier nightlife strip; 
RCA’s clubs were formerly 
a teen scene, but the 
area has grown up in 
recent years and today 
draws a wide spectrum of 
partiers, not to mention 

Th Yaowarat, Chinatown (p70)

 Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local:

 MBK Food Court 
(p 82 )

 Amulet Market (p 35 )

 Asia Herb Association 
(p 118 )

 Th Bamrung Meuang 
(p 53 )

 Chao Phraya Dinner 
Cruise (p 104 )

 Siam Paragon 
Cineplex (p 87 )

 Hualamphong Train 
Station (p 66 )

 ThaiCraft Fair (p 127 )

 Bangkok City Hall 
(p 48 )

  Local Life
  Bangkok 

Local Life  1312

  Wat Pho (p 28 )
  At nearly 50m long and 15m high, it’s impossible not to be awed by  Wat Pho’s 
reclining Buddha. And if you require more than just girth, the grounds are 
also home to a traditional massage school.

  Jim Thompson’s 
House (p 74 )
  The eponymous Ameri-
can silk entrepreneur 
mysteriously disap-
peared in 1967, but his 
Thai-style former home 
lives on as a visit-worthy 
repository for ageing 
local traditions and 
artwork.

  Wat Phra Kaew &  Grand Palace (p 24 )
  Easily the most ostentatious temple in Thailand,  Wat Phra Kaew blows minds 
with its blinged-out structures and Emerald Buddha. Next door, the  Grand 
Palace is the equally decadent former residence of Thailand’s royal family.

  Top Sights
  Bangkok 
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Chatuchak
Weekend
Market

Riverside, Silom & 
Lumphini (p92)
This is Bangkok’s de 
facto financial district, 
and most locals come 
here to work, while you’ll 
probably come to eat, 
play or stay.

Thanon Sukhumvit  
(p114)
Dominating the area 
east of central Bangkok 
is Th Sukhumvit, a busy 
commercial and 
residential neighbour-
hood with modern 
midrange hotels, which 
is a favourite of 
expatriates and 
cosmopolitan Thais.

Siam Square, 
Pratunam &
Ploenchit (p72)
The area around Siam 
Square is essentially 
one giant shopping mall, 
and today is considered 
the unofficial centre of 
modern Bangkok.

Top SightsE
Jim Thompson’s House

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Ko Kret
Dusit Palace Park

Chatuchak Weekend
Market
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Kaew & Grand

Palace

Wat Pho

Wat Arun Wat Traimit
(Golden
Buddha)

Jim
Thompson's

House

Banglamphu 
(p40)
Despite being home to 
the intergalactic melting 
pot that is Th Khao San, 
this district of antique 
shophouses and 
temples remains the 
city’s most characteris-
tically ‘Bangkok’ 
neighbourhood.

Ko Ratanakosin &
Thonburi (p22)
Bangkok’s riverside 
historical centre 
includes the 
monuments to king, 
country and religion that 
draw most tourists.

Top SightsE
Wat Phra Kaew & Grand 
Palace
Wat Pho
Wat Arun

Chinatown (p58)
Home to shark-fin 
restaurants, gaudy gold 
and jade shops and 
flashing neon signs in 
Chinese characters, 
Chinatown is Bangkok's 
most hectic 
neighbourhood.

Top SightsE
Wat Traimit (Golden 
Buddha)

 Neighbourhoods
 Bangkok 

Neighbourhoods  1918

 For more information,
see Survival Guide (p161)

  Currency
 Thai baht (B)

 Language
 Thai

 Visas
 International air arrivals receive a 30-day 

visa; 60-day  visas are available from a Thai 
consulate before leaving home.

  Money
 ATMs are widespread and charge a 150B 

foreign-account fee. Visa and MasterCard 
are accepted at upmarket places.

  Mobile Phones
 Thailand is on a GSM and 3G network 

through  inexpensive pre-paid  SIM cards.

  Time
 Asia/Bangkok (GMT/UTC plus seven hours).

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs have two-prong round or  at sockets; 

 electrical current is 220V.

 Tipping
 Tipping is  generally not expected in Thailand.

 Getting Around
 Bangkok’s public transportation network 
is continually growing, but it is still only 
relatively expansive, and getting to certain 
parts of the city – particularly the older 
areas – remains extremely time-consuming. 
The best strategy is usually to combine a 
longer trip on the BTS or MRT with a short 
taxi ride.

 b BTS

 The elevated Skytrain (www.bts.co.th) is 
probably the most efficient and convenient 
way to get around central Bangkok.

 m MRT

 Bangkok’s metro (www.metro.co.th) is also 
convenient, although not quite as expansive 
as the BTS.

 K Taxi
 Outside peak hours, Bangkok taxis are a 
great bargain.

 N Chao Phraya River Express
 These boats (www.chaophrayaexpressboat
.com.th) are a slow but steady way to visit 
the tourist sights along the Chao Phraya 
River.

 N Klorng Boat
 Bangkok’s canal boats are generally more 
useful for commuters than visitors.

 J Bus
 Bangkok’s buses (www.bmta.co.th) are a 
cheap but slow and confusing way to get 
around the city.

  Arriving in Bangkok
 Suvarnabhumi is Bangkok’s primary inter-
national air hub and is located 25km east 
of the city centre. Don Muang, Bangkok’s 
low-cost terminal, is north of the city.

 A From Suvarnabhumi 
International Airport (BKK)

 Destination Best Transport
Banglamphu, Ko 
Ratanakosin & 
Thonburi

 taxi, bus 556

Chinatown Airport Link (transfer 
to MRT), taxi

Siam Square Airport Link (transfer 
to BTS), taxi

Riverside, Silom 
& Lumphini

Airport Link (transfer 
to MRT or BTS), taxi

A From Don Muang Airport 
(DMK)

 Destination Best Transport
 Banglamphu, Ko 
Ratanakosin & 
Thonburi

taxi, bus 59

 Chinatown taxi, bus 29, train

Siam Square taxi

Riverside, Silom & 
Lumphini

taxi

 Your  Daily Budget
 Budget less than 1500B 

   Dorm bed/basic guesthouse room 
160B–800B

   Street-stall meals

   A couple of the big-hitter sights, supple-
mented with free temples and parks

 Midrange 1500B–3000B 
   Flashpacker guesthouse or midrange hotel 

room 800B–1500B

   Shophouse restaurant meals

   Most, if not all, of the big sights

 Top End more than 3000B 
   Boutique hotel room 3000B

   Fine dining

   Private tours

  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/bang
kok) Info, hotel bookings and more.

 BK (www.bk.asia-city.com) Online version of 
Bangkok’s best listings magazine.

 Bangkok 101 (www.bangkok101.com) 
Tourist-friendly listings mag.

 Advance Planning
 Three months before Book at a boutique 
hotel, especially for December/January.

 One month before Apply for a visa at the 
Thai embassy or consulate in your home 
country if you plan to stay longer than 30 
days; make reservations at nahm.

 A week before Buy clothes appropriate 
for hot weather; book lessons at a Thai 
cooking school.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

 Bangkok ’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot

The Best 
of  Bangkok 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Bangkok 
The best things to 
see and do, 
  neighbourhood by    
neighbourhood
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Skytrain (BTS)
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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Lonely Planet’s 
 Bangkok 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
neighbourhoods and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Bangkok .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Bangkok

 Scratch Bangkok’s surface and you’ll find a city with mega-
malls minutes from 200-year-old homes, with temples 
sharing space with neon-lit strips of sleaze, and where 
streets lined with food carts are overlooked by restaurants 
perched in skyscrapers. And best of all, as Bangkok races 
towards the future, these quirks will continue to supply 
the city with its unique brand of Thai-ness.
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