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1  Batubelig Beach
 Start this walk at one of the beach 
bars and cafes along Batubelig Beach. 
Get your fluids in for an adventure 
that can take anywhere from an hour 
to half a day depending on your whim. 
Look northwest along the beach and 
you can see the developments at Echo 
Beach in the distance.

2 Water Crossing
 The biggest obstacle on this entire 
walk is only about 500m from the 
start. The river and lagoon here flow 
into the ocean, often at a depth of 
1m but at times not at all. However, 
after rains it may be much deeper and 
you’ll decide not to swim the current: 
in this case, take the cool little foot-
bridge over the lagoon to a couple of 
cafes, where you can call for a taxi.

3  Berewa Beach
 Greyish Berewa Beach, secluded 
among rice fields and villas, is about 
2km up the sand from Seminyak 
(where you can also begin this walk). 
There are a couple of surfer cafes by 
the pounding sea; the grey volcanic 
sand here slopes steeply into foaming 
water. Look along the sand’s edge for 
the vast Marabito Art Villa, a private 
estate that’s an architectural wonder.

4  Prancak Beach
 Almost 1km further on you’ll come to 
another (shallow) water crossing that 
also marks the large complex of Pura 
Dalem Prancak. A vendor or two 
may offer drinks on Pantai Prancak; 

turn around facing the way you’ve 
come and you can see the sweep of the 
beach all the way to the airport.

5       Nelayan Beach
 A collection of fishing boats and huts 
marks this very mellow stretch of 
sand that lacks easy access to villa-
land just inland.

6  Batu Bolong Beach
 Sometimes called Canggu Beach, hip 
and popular Batu Bolong Beach boasts 
the large Pura Batumejan complex 
with a striking pagoda-like temple. 
There are surfboard rentals, cafes and 
a fun mix of locals, expats and visitors.

7  Echo Beach
 Construction along the shore means 
you’ve reached Echo Beach (Pantai 
Batu Mejan), where you can reward 
yourself for your adventurous walk 
at the many cafes. A flock of shops 
means you can replace any clothes 
that are drenched beyond repair. 
Otherwise, take your camera out of its 
waterproof bag and nab shots of the 
popular surf break.

8  Pererenan Beach
 Yet to be found by the right developer, 
Pererenan Beach is the one for you, if 
you want your sand windswept and 
your waves unridden. It’s an easy 
300m further on from Echo Beach by 
sand and rock formations. There’s a 
couple of good cafes here that don’t 
have the crowds of Echo Beach.

Local Life
 Beach Walk:   Batubelig 
to Echo Beach

 Walking the beach, it’s only 4km from Batubelig
Beach to Echo Beach, compared with a long 
circuitous drive inland. You’ll cover  stretches of 
empty sand and ford streams with only the roar 
of the surf   for company. A few villages, temples, 
villas and simple cafes provide interest away 
from the water. You’ll get wet on this walk; bring a 
waterproof bag for valuables.

Getting There

 K Taxi Getting to 
Batubelig is easy by 
cab. Echo Beach has 
its own taxi drivers so 
getting a ride back is 
also easy.

Local LifeKerobokan & Canggu 4948

(with the appalling name ‘Ground Zero 
Legian’) is all that is left of the  Sari 
Club site. (Jl Legian; h24hr) 

  Jamu 
Traditional Spa  SPA 

6 11 Map p24, B4

In serene surrounds at a resort 
hotel, you can enjoy indoor massage 
rooms that open onto a pretty garden 
courtyard. If    you’ve ever wanted to 
be part of a fruit cocktail, here’s your 
chance – treatments involve tropical 
nuts, coconuts,   papayas and more, 
often in fragrant baths. (%0361-75250 
ext 165; www.jamutraditionalspa.com; Jl Pantai 
Kuta, Alam Kul Kul; massages from 600,000Rp; 
h9am-7pm) 

  Putri Bali  SPA 

7 11 Map p24, B1

The cream bath here has set the 
hearts of many spa-ophiles aflutter 
with delight. This lovely spa has very 
competitive prices and service that is 
much more professional than the scads 
of streetside hawkers. (%0361-736852; Jl 
Raya Seminyak 13; massages from 60,000Rp; 
h9am-9pm) 

  Pro Surf School  SURFING 

8 11 Map p24, B4

Right along Kuta Beach, this well-
regarded school has been getting 
beginners standing for years. It offers 
all levels of   lessons. (www.prosurfschool.
com; Jl Pantai Kuta; lessons from €45) 

Experiences
       Kuta Beach  BEACH 

1 11 Map p24, C6

Tourism in Bali began here and is there 
any question why? Surf that started 
far out in the Indian Ocean crashes to 
shore in long   symmetrical breaks. Low-
key hawkers will sell you soft drinks 
and beer, snacks and other treats, and 
you can rent surfboards, lounge chairs 
and umbrellas (negotiable at 10,000Rp 
to 20,000Rp) or just crash on the sand.

 Legian Beach  BEACH 

2 11 Map p24, B3

An extension of Kuta Beach to the 
south, Legian Beach is quieter thanks 
to the lack of a raucous road next to the 
sand and fewer people. The section in 
front of the Sari Beach Hotel is far from 
any road, is backed by shady trees, is 
never crowded, has somnolent vendors 
and isn’t crossed by a stream with dubi-
ous water. You’ll even hear something 
rarely heard in Kuta: the surf.

 Double Six Beach  BEACH 

3 11 Map p24, A1

Very popular, this beach is the north-
ern continuation of Legian Beach. It’s 
alive with pick-up games of football 
and volleyball all day long and has a 
perpetual buzz. There are scores of 
popular beach bars here. One off-note 
is the stream that crosses the beach, 
which is a source of unsavoury smells 
and dubious water.

    Waterbom Park  AMUSEMENT PARK 

4 11 Map p24, C8

This watery amusement park covers 
3.5 hectares of landscaped tropical 
gardens. It has assorted water slides, 
swimming pools and play areas, a 
supervised park for children under five 
years old, and a ‘lazy river’ ride. Other 
indulgences include the ‘pleasure 
pool’, a food court and bar, and a 
spa. (%0361-755676; www.waterbom-bali.
com; Jl Kartika Plaza; adult/child US$33/21; 
h9am-6pm) 

  Memorial Wall  MONUMENT 

5 11 Map p24, D6

Reflecting the international scope of 
the 2002 bombings is this memo-
rial wall, where people from many 
countries pay their respects. Listing the 
names of the 202 known victims, in-
cluding 88 Australians and 35 Indone-
sians, it is starting to look just a touch 
faded. Across the street, a parking lot 
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Kuta Beach

What’s Double Six?
 One of Southeast Asia’s most 
famous clubs, Double Six Club, was 
the go-to party choice on Bali for 
years. But the island’s phenomenal 
growth caught up with it in 2011 and 
its valuable beachfront real estate 
now hosts the ultra-hip Double-Six 
beachfront resort. The namesake 
beach still has a row of right-on-the-
sand bars at the north end.

Top Tip

ExperiencesKuta & Legian 2726

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p147)

Currency
 Rupiah              (Rp)

Language
 Bahasa Indonesia and Balinese

Visas
 Usually 30 days, purchased on arrival.

Money
 ATMs in south Bali, Ubud and tourist areas. 

Credit cards accepted at midrange and 
top-end hotels and restaurants.

Mobile Phones
 Local SIM cards work with any unlocked 

GSM phone.

Time
 WIT (Central Indonesian Standard Time; 

GMT/UTC plus eight hours)

Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs have two round pins like Europe; 

electrical current is 220V. Australian and 
North American visitors will require plug 

adaptors; most electronic devices can handle 
110V or 220V.

Tipping
 10% for service workers is greatly appreciated.

Arriving in Bali
 From Bali’s airport, your   main choices of 
transport are either pre-arranged rides 
through your hotel or villa or prepaid taxis. 
The former cost US$10 to US$50, the latter 
vary by destination.

A From Ngurah Rai Airport

 Destination Best Transport
Kuta & Legian Taxi

Seminyak Taxi

Kerobokan Taxi

Sanur Taxi

Ubud Taxi

A At the Airport
 Ngurah Rai Airport Bali’s airport (DPS; listed 
as Denpasar or Bali on travel websites) has 
a disappointing and poorly designed new 
terminal. The arrivals area has ATMs and 
 moneychangers. Avoid the porters. What’s 
called ‘duty free’ has inflated prices and 
offers no bargains on Bali’s high wine and 
spirits prices. Accommodation services may 
book you into inconvenient locations.

Getting Around
 Taxis are the most common means of trans-
port. However, no matter what your mode, 
everyone is affected by the same awful traffic 
in south Bali and Ubud.

K Taxi
 Cheap, widely available and easy to hail 
in south Bali. Always insist on the meter, 
although most will automatically use it in the 
daytime. Bluebird Taxis are the most reliable. 
In Ubud, freelance drivers charge US$2 to 
US$5 for rides around town.

K Car & Driver
 Very common for longer trips and all-day 
touring. Can be arranged through your hotel; 
they cost US$50 to US$60 per day.

Walking
 The best way to get around the Kuta–Legian–
Seminyak, Nusa Dua–Tanjung Benoa and 
Sanur areas (often on pleasant beachfront 
walkways), as well as Ubud.

K Car
 Car rentals are often arranged from street-
side vendors. Cheap and adventurous, but 
you are at the mercy of Bali’s traffic and it’s 
very easy to get lost.

H Motorbike 
 Cheap and easily arranged, and you can 
weave around traffic if you are a daredevil; 
can be very dangerous.

J Tourist Bus
 Cheap air-con buses operated by Perama 
Tours, among others, on a limited network 
that covers Kuta–Sanur–Ubud–Padangbai.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than US$80 

  Room in guesthouse/homestay less than 
US$50

  Cheap food and drink, even at fairly nice 
places 

  Can survive on US$25 per day

Midrange US$80 to US$220 
  Room in midrange hotel US$50 to US$150

  Can eat and drink virtually anywhere

  Can enjoy spa treatments and other 
luxuries

Top end more than US$220 
  Room in top-end hotel/resort more than 

US$150 

  Major expenses will be lavish spas

  Luxury boutiques await

Useful Websites
   Bali Advertiser (www.baliadvertiser.biz) 

Local news and a variety of columnists with 
useful information. 

  Bali Discovery (www.balidiscovery.com) 
Has an essential and first-rate Bali news sec-
tion and a wealth of other island information.

  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/in-
donesia/bali) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveller forum and more.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Book rooms during 
high season.

One month before Book rooms during 
shoulder season.

One week before Book top restaurants 
and spas during high season.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Car & Driver
 y Best for… Maximum 
 exibility, minimal fuss.

  For a fee of US$40 to 
US$60 per day you can 
arrange for a driver and 
vehicle to take you virtually 
anywhere you want on Bali, 
stopping o   wherever you 
want. It’s easiest to arrange 
this through your accom-
modation.

 Most drivers are 
charming people who 
will add delight to your 
journey; however, if your 
driver pressures you to 
stop for food at a tourist 
restaurant surrounded 
by tour buses or any kind 
of souvenir shop, refuse. 
They are probably getting 
a kickback; use a di  erent 
driver next time.

Motorbike
 y Best for… Saving 
money, beating tra   c.

  O  ers for motorbike 
rental are everywhere. Daily 
costs are  US$5 to US$20. 
Accidents are common; 
helmets are required. Some 
bikes come equipped with 
surfboard racks.

Taxi
 y Best for… Most trips.

  Bali taxis are plentiful 
and surprisingly cheap. 
They are the  preferred 
means of travel for most 
trips around south Bali.

 Always insist on the 
meter and get out of any 
cab that refuses.

 The most reliable com-
pany remains  Bluebird 
Taxi (%0361-701111; www.
bluebirdgroup.com); you can 
call for pick-up or use their 
app. Look for the ‘Bluebird 
Group’ sticker over the 
windshield (many other 
taxis try to ape the look).

Tourist Bus
 y Best for… Saving 
money.

  Perama (www.peramatour.
com) runs air-con buses 
(average fare 100,000Rp) 
for tourists between 
Kuta, Sanur,  Ubud and 
points east. However, the 
buses don’t come close 
to Seminyak, Kerobokan 
or anyplace on the Bukit 
Peninsula, such as Ulu 
Watu or Nusa Dua. Also, 
the stops are sometimes 
inconvenient.

Essential 
Information
Business Hours
Standard hours are as fol-
lows; significant variations 
are shown in the listings.
Restaurants and cafes 
8am to 10pm daily
Shops and services 
  catering to visitors 9am 
to 8pm daily

 Electricity

Emergency
  If you have a problem 

that needs  police or 

220V/230V/50Hz

120V/60Hz

Biku and Potato Head are a 
 ve-minute walk away.

 Hotel Tugu Bali (www.tugu
hotels.com) Right at Batu 
Bolong Beachin Canggu, 
this exquisite hotel blurs 
the boundaries between 
a museum and a gallery, 
especially the Walter Spies 
and Le Mayeur Pavilions, 
where memorabilia from 
the artists’ lives decorates 
the rooms. There’s a spa 
and customised dining 
options.

 Warwick Ibah Luxury 
Villas & Spa (www.warwick
ibah.com) Overlooking the 
rushing waters and rice-
clad hills of the Wos Valley, 
Ubud, the Ibah o  ers re-
 ned luxury in 15 spacious, 

stylish individual suites and 
villas that combine ancient 
and modern details. Each 
could be a feature in an 
interior design magazine. 
The swimming pool is 
set into the hillside amid 
gardens and lavish stone 
carvings.

 Amandari (www.amanresorts.
com) In Kedewatan vil-
lage, Ubud, the storied 
Amandari does everything 
with the charm and grace 
of a classical Balinese 
dancer. Superb views 
over the jungle and down 
to the river – the 30m 
green-tiled swimming pool 

seems to drop right over 
the edge – are just some of 
the inducements. The 30 
private pavilions may prove 
inescapable.

 Uma by Como (www.como
hotels.com) One of Ubud’s 
most attractive proper-
ties has 46 rooms in a 
variety of sizes, but all 
have a relaxed naturalistic 
style that goes well with 
the gorgeous views over 
the gardens and the river 
valley beyond. Service 
and amenities such as the 
restaurant are superb.

Arriving in 
Bali
 Ngurah Rai Airport

  Prepaid taxis from Bali’s 
airport are the most com-
mon way to get to your 
 accommodation.

 Most hotels will pick you 
up at the airport for a fee, 
from US$10 to US$50 
(typical for the fairly long 
haul to Ubud). This can be 
especially nice if you are 
arriving after a long  ight 
and/or it’s your  rst visit 
to Bali. A hotel rep will be 
waiting in the arrivals area 
with your name written on 
a sign-board.

 Unless you absolutely, 
positively need help with 
your bags, refuse the 

service of the arrivals area 
porters as fees can be sur-
prising (if needed, negoti-
ate a price in advance).

 When you’re departing, 
have 200,000Rp in exact 
change for departure tax.

Getting 
Around
 Boat
 y Best for... Reaching 
Nusa Lembongan and Gili 
Trawangan.

  Fast boats link Bali to 
nearby islands.

 Advertised travel times 
can be false; double the 
time quoted.

 Fares may seem pricey 
but are negotiable; some 
services include hotel 
pickups on Bali.

 Boats are unregulated 
and there have been acci-
dents. Go with established 
companies and con  rm 
there are life boats and 
easily accessed life pre-
servers before departure.

Car
 y Best for… Exploring 
completely  on your own.

  Car rentals cost US$25 
to US$50 per day. O  ers 
are everywhere. However, 
you’ll have to deal with 
Bali’s horrible tra   c and 
myriad ways to get lost.
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Nusa Dua & 
Tanjung Benoa 
(p76)
Fronted by a reef-
protected beach, Nusa 
Dua is a gated top-end 
resort world, while 
Tanjung Benoa caters to 
midrange groups.

East Bali (p118)
In the shadow of Gunung 
Agung, Bali’s most 
important volcano, enjoy 
black-sand beaches, 
historic sights and 
impossibly green vistas.

Sanur (p82)
Combines Balinese style 
with a thriving expat 
community. The quiet 
beach is perfect for 
families too mature for 
Kuta.

Ubud (p98)
Bali’s cultural heart is an 
alluring mix of creative 
boutiques, spas and 
cultural performances.

Top ExperiencesE
Touring Ubud’s rice 
fields

Worth a Trip
Top ExperiencesE

Pura Luhur Batukau
Nusa Lembongan
Gili Trawangan
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Kuta & Legian 
(p22)
Bali’s chaotic heart of 
mass tourism has 
squawking vendors and 
sweaty clubs all jammed 
in tight against a 
legendary beach.

Kerobokan & 
Canggu (p46)
Villas and surfer 
guesthouses mingle 
with rice fields and fine 
dining. Beaches range 
from lonely to trendy; 
the waves are bigger 
than further south.

Jimbaran (p60)
A low-key bay and 
beach; the action is at 
the famous fish market 
and dozens of beachside 
grilled-seafood joints.

Denpasar (p92)
Bali’s sprawling, chaotic 
capital is the island’s 
population hub. Look for 
museums and 
monuments plus vibrant 
shopping and eating.

Seminyak (p34)
Streets lined with 
designer boutiques and 
shops of every sort; 
oodles of good 
restaurants, and the 
beach is never far away.

Ulu Watu & Around 
(p66)
Pocket-sized white-sand 
beaches sit in coves 
below cliffs. Bamboo 
cafes cater to surfers 
and their fans.

Top ExperiencesE
Hanging out at Ulu 
Watu's beaches

 Bali 
Regions

Regions  1918

2 Ubud’s Water Temple
 An oasis in the heart of Ubud,    Pura 
Taman Saraswati (Jl Raya Ubud) is one 
of the town’s most picturesque spots. 
Waters from the temple at the rear 
feed a pond overflowing with iconic 
lotus blossoms. There are usually a 
few wannabe artists trying to capture 
the moment. No matter how frenetic 
the traffic is outside, here you’ll feel 
nothing but calm.

3 Ubud’s Hidden Produce 
Market
 Hidden within the overcrowded and 
euphemistically named art market 
is this real, working    Produce Market 
(Jl Raya Ubud; h6am-1pm). Get here 
early enough and you’ll find Ubud’s 
top chefs bargaining for their day’s 
ingredients. Browse Bali’s fab range 
of fresh foodstuffs and see how many 
types of fruit you can’t identify.

4 Dewi Sita Creations
 The  relatively short, curving and 
hilly Jl Dewi Sita is lined with some 
of Ubud’s most creative shops. 
Everything from handmade paper to 
jewellery to luscious beauty products 
can be found at its little boutiques.

5 Lunch at Warung Soba
 By now you’re ready for some 
nourishment. Nowhere embodies the 
Ubud vibe better than   Warung Soba 
(Jl Sugriwa 36; meals 30,000-60,000Rp; 
Wv). This popular open-air corner 

place has a daily menu of healthy 
and vegetarian fare. Most dishes are 
displayed enticingly, which makes 
choosing tough. 

6 Shopping Jl Hanoman
 Ubud has myriad art shops, clothing 
boutiques and galleries. Some of the 
most interesting are found along Jl 
Hanoman. Take your time wander-
ing this long, slanting street and see 
what discoveries you make; many 
shops are owned by the designers of 
the goods within. Stop in one of the 
many little cafes for a break.

7 Yoga Barn
 It can seem  like every other person 
in Ubud is either a yoga student or 
a yoga teacher. Even if you’re not yet 
either, you can get in on the action 
at the iconic   Yoga Barn (Map p104, D7; 
%0361-971236; www.balispirit.com; off Jl 
Raya Pengosekan; classes from 110,000Rp; 
h7am-8pm), an ever-growing nexus 
of mellow.

8 Dance Performance
 Ubud has cultural performances 
virtually every night, and even if 
you are just visiting for a day, it’s 
well worth staying for an evening 
performance before heading back to 
your hotel or villa in the south. One 
of the best venues is the   Arma Open 
Stage (Map p104, D8; %0361-976659; Jl 
Raya Pengosekan) as it attracts some of 
the best troupes.

1 Cleanse Yourself 
Inside & Out
 There are so many places 
in Ubud for health and 
spa treatments that you 
almost  need therapy to 
sort through them. But 
an excellent place to 
start is    Ubud Sari Health 
Resort (%0361-974393; www.
ubudsari.com; Jl Kajeng; 1hr 
massages from US$15; h9am-
8pm), where function 
trumps form. The setting 
is pastoral and includes 
all manner of herbs and 
healing plants.

Local Life
 A Perfect Ubud Day

 Spas, shopping, cafes, 
markets, temples, dance 
and more can fill your 
Ubud days.   Here’s an 
ideal stroll   combining a 
little of all   that will work 
whether you are staying 
for a few days or are day-
tripping. This walk takes 
you through the heart of 
the town, and you’ll find 
plenty of discoveries along 
the way. 

G
E

R
A

R
D

 W
A

L
K

E
R

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

A Perfect Ubud DayUbud 103102

T
O

M
 C

O
C

K
R

E
M

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

Pasar Badung, Denpasar

Best Clothes 
Namu Nifty duds that 
are typical of Semin-
yak’s fashion creativity. 
(p44 )

Divine Diva Ultra-comfy 
womenswear you wished 
you’d packed. (p44 )

Biasa One of Bali’s clas-
sic fashion labels; it has 
an international reputa-
tion for its brilliant use 
of fabrics and materials. 
(p44 )

Bamboo Blonde The 
cure for terminal frump. 
(p44 )

Drifter High-end 
surfwear. (p43 )

Goddess on the Go! 
Cottony cool clothes 
for women who want 
comfort and style on the 
road; the name sums it 
up. (p117 )

Surfer Girl Another of 
Bali’s iconic surf brands. 
(p33 )

Best for Browsing 
JJ Bali Button Fun for 
the whole family; buttons 
pack easy too. (p57 )

Hobo Clever housewares 
designed and made on 
Bali. (p57 )

Ganesha Bookshop 
Bali’s best bookshop has 

carefully chosen 
selections. (p116 )

Bathe Fun stuff for the 
house that smells good. 
(p42 )

Pasar Badung Bali’s 
large central market 
has it all. (p96 )

Best Textiles 
Adil Standout dealer of 
beautiful local fabrics. 
(p96 )

Threads of Life 
Indonesian Textile 
Arts Center Handmade 
traditional Bali fabrics. 
(p116 )

 Bali’s shops could occupy days of your holiday. 
Designer boutiques (Bali has a thriving fashion 
industry), slick galleries, wholesale emporiums 
and family-run workshops are just some of the 
choices. The shopping scene is like a form of 
primordial soup. New boutiques appear, old ones 
vanish, some change into something else while 
others move up the food chain. 

Bargaining
 Price tags only make sporadic appearances in Bali’s 
stores. Most everyday purchases require bargain-
ing. A certain price flexibility even applies at many 
of Seminyak’s trendiest boutiques (the only certain 
exceptions are international chains).

Although visitors used to forking out the total 
shown on the  scanner may be intimidated by the 
need to negotiate, bargaining can be an enjoyable 
part of shopping in Bali. Maintain your sense of 
humour and remember the old bromide: ‘Why pay 
retail?’. Try following these steps:

 Have some idea of what the item is worth.
 Establish a starting price – ask the seller for their 

price rather than making an initial o  er.
 Your  rst price can be from one-third to two-

thirds of the asking price – assuming that the ask-
ing price is not outrageous.

 With o  ers and counter-o  ers, move closer to an 
acceptable price.

 If you don’t get to an acceptable price, you’re 
entitled to walk – the vendor may call you back with 
a lower price.

 Note that when you name a price, you’re commit-
ted – you must buy if your o  er is accepted.

 Don’t push if the prices really are set.

 

Shopping
Best

y Top Tips
  Much of Kuta, 

Legian and certain 
euphemistically 
named ‘art markets’ 
in Ubud, Seminyak 
and elsewhere are 
 lled with junk that’s 

not even made on 
Bali.

 The top-selling 
souvenir is the 
penis-shaped bottle-
opener; the irony is 
that the imagery 
actually has deep 
roots in Balinese 
beliefs (penises 
abound in old 
temple carvings).

M
A

T
T

 M
U

N
R

O
/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

 Best Shopping  143142  Best Shopping

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

°C/°F Temp

0/32

10/50

20/68

30/86

40/104

0

4/100

8/200

16/400

12/300

Rainfall Inches/mm 

 Adi’s Home Stay The nine 
bungalow style rooms 
facing a garden are new 
and comfy, and it’s down 
a very small lane near the 
beach parking in Bingin. It 
has a small cafe.

 Ni Nyoman Warini Bun-
galows There’s a whole 
pod of simple family com-
pounds with rooms for rent 
on a little footpath o   Jl Ha-
nomani in Ubud. It’s quiet, 
and without even trying 
you’ll  nd yourself enjoying 
the rhythms of family life. 
The eight rooms here have 
hot water and traditional 
bamboo furniture.

Best Midrange
 Temple Lodge (www.
thetemplelodge.com) Artsy 
and beautiful just begin to 
describe this collection of 
huts and cottages made 
from thatch, driftwood and 
other natural materials in 
Bingin. It sits on a jutting 
shelf on the cli  s above 
the surf breaks and there 
are superb views from the 
in  nity pool and some of 
the seven units. You can ar-
range for meals and there 
are morning yoga classes.

 Oka Wati Hotel (www.
okawatihotel.com) Owner 
Oka Wati is a lovely lady 
who grew up in Ubud. The 
19 rooms here have large 
verandahs where the de-

lightful sta   will deliver your 
choice of breakfast (do not 
miss the house-made yo-
ghurt). The decor features 
vintage details like four-
poster beds; some rooms 
view a small rice  eld and 
river valley. Follow narrow 
footpaths to get here.

 Matahari Cottages (www.
matahariubud.com) This 
delightful place in Ubud 
has 15  amboyant, themed 
rooms, including the 
‘Batavia Princess’ and the 
‘Indian Pasha’. The library 
is a vision out of a 1920s 
fantasy. It also boasts a 
self-proclaimed ‘jungle 
Jacuzzi’, an upscale way 
to replicate the old Bali 
tradition of river-bathing. 
There’s a multicourse 
breakfast and high tea.

 Mutiara Bali (www.mutiara
bali.com) Although hidden 
on a small road behind 
Jl Kayu Aya in Seminyak, 
the Mutiara is close to 
 ne dining (200m) and 

the beach (800m). There 
are 29 good-sized and 
nicely furnished rooms in 
two-storey blocks around 
a frangipani-draped pool 
area, plus 17 private villas.

 Alam Indah (www.alamindah
bali.com) Just south of 
the Monkey Forest in 
Nyuhkuning in Ubud, this 
isolated and spacious 

resort has 16 rooms that 
are beautifully  nished 
in natural materials to 
traditional designs. The 
Wos Valley views are 
entrancing, especially from 
the multilevel pool area. A 
companion property, Alam 
Jiwa, is a 10-minute walk 
further into the rice  elds. 
Great cafe!

Best Top End
 Oberoi (www.oberoihotels.
com) The beautifully 
understated Oberoi has 
been a re  ned Balinese-
style beachside retreat in 
Seminyak since 1971. All 
accommodation options 
have private verandahs, 
and as you move up the 
food chain, additional fea-
tures include walled villas, 
ocean views and private 
pools. With a cafe overlook-
ing the almost-private 
sweep of beach to the 
numerous luxuries, this is a 
place to spoil yourself.

 Buah Bali Villas (www.
thebuahbali.com) This small 
development in Kerobokan 
has only seven villas, which 
range in size from one to 
two bedrooms. Like the 
many other nearby villa ho-
tels, each unit has a private 
pool in a walled compound 
and a nice open-air living 
area. The location is 
superb: hotspots such as 

far from the beaches and 
nightlife.

Useful Websites
  Bali Discovery (www.bali

discovery.com) A Bali-based 
tour company with locally 
sourced deals on hotels 
and villas.

 Booking.com (www.book
ing.com) Booking site that 
covers almost every place 
to stay in Bali.

 Agoda (www.agoda.com) 
Another major site, along 
with Booking.com.  

 Lonely Planet (www.lonely
planet.com/indonesia/bali) 
Destination information, 
hotel bookings, traveller 
forum and more.

Best Budget
 Ned’s Hide-Away (nedshide@
dps.centrin.net.id) The Ned’s 
family are real charmers. 
There are 16 good-value 
basic rooms behind the Bin-
tang Supermarket in Sem-
inyak. A newish expansion 
includes both extra-cheap 
and more plush rooms.

 Widi Homestay (widihome
stay@yahoo.co.id) There’s no 
faux hipster vibe here with 
fake nihilist bromides, just a 
spotless, friendly family-run 
homestay. The four rooms 
have hot water and air-con; 
Canggu beach is barely 
100m away.

  High Season (Jul 
& Aug) Rates zip up by 
50% or more; many 
hotels are   booked far 
ahead. Christmas and 
New Year are equally 
expensive and crowded.

 Shoulder (May, Jun 
& Sep) Coincides with 
the best weather (drier, 

less humid); some deals 
but last-minute bookings 
possible; best time for 
diving, since the water 
is clear.

 Low Season (Jan-Apr,
Oct & Nov) Deals 
everywhere; rainy season, 
however, rainfall is rarely 
excessive.

Before You Go

When to Go

 Survival 
Guide

Book Your Stay
  It’s common for people 

to move around Bali even 
for short stays. Splitting 
your time between several 
locations is typical.

 Ubud is best enjoyed 
overnight, once day- trippers 
are gone and dance perfor-
mances are on.

 With a budget of US$100 
a night you can  nd nice 
midrange hotels virtually 
everywhere (often for much 
less).

 Villas can be surprisingly 
a  ordable: under US$200 
for your own compound.

 Beware chain hotels o  er-
ing deals that are located 

  149148

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the island – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free island 
experience

The Best 
of Bali
The island’s 
highlights in handy 
lists to help you plan

Explore 
Bali
The best things to 
see and do, area by 
area Top Experiences

Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the region on foot

Local Life
The insider's island

Regions
What’s where

Bali’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the regions’s best 
places to eat, drink and experience:

1 Experiences

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s Bali
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the 
region. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
neighbourhoods and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Bali.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

Find each listing quickly on maps for 
each region:
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
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These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Languag Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Gamelan ensemble (p97), Penestanan
MANFRED GOTTSCHALK/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Welcome 
to Bali

 Bali’s rich culture plays out at all levels of life, from the 
exquisite flower-petal offerings placed everywhere to the 
processions of joyfully garbed locals to the traditional 
music and dance. Add in great beaches, world-class 
surfing, superb dining, stunning sunsets, beautiful walks 
and fabulous shopping, and Bali is simply unbeatable.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Feeling Spiritual at   Pura Luhur Batukau (p58)
 A multitiered, Kyoto-esque temple rises out of the mists cloaking the side of 
one of Bali’s main  volcanoes. You’ve reached Pura  Luhur Batukau, where you 
can feel the island’s sacred magic.
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Hanging Out at Ulu Watu’s Beaches (p68)
 Bali’s own version of pearls, the string of beaches towards   Ulu Watu has some 
of the island’s best sand shimmering in the sunlight. Enjoy the adventure of 
reaching these often-isolated locations.
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Touring Ubud’s Rice Fields (p100)
 Ribbons of green sinuously curving around hillsides crested by coconut 
palms and emerald patchworks blanketing the land: these are some of the 
vistas you’ll savour   as you walk Ubud’s rice fields.
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 Nusa Lembongan (p90)
 Lazing on a beach, riding a wave, meeting a parrotfish while snorkelling, 
coming face to face with a sunfish while diving in deep clear waters: these 
moments define Nusa Lembongan.

 Gili Trawangan 
(p126)
 An all-day, all-night 
party, that’s Gili T – 
take a fast boat over 
from Bali to whoop it 
up. Divers can also find 
briny joy and snorkellers 
will discover under-
water beauty right off 
the beach.
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Insider tips to help you fi nd the real islandInsider tips to help you fi nd the real island
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Beach Walk: 
Batubelig to Echo 
Beach (p48)

   Deserted beaches
  Isolated temples

At its busiest, Kuta Beach 
can feel like you’ve stum-
bled into a flash mob. The 
same goes for Legian and 
even Seminyak’s beaches. 
But head north along this 
seemingly limitless arc 
of sand from Batubelig 
Beach and you’ll leave 
Bali’s crowds behind, see 
seldom-visited temples 
and have a grand adven-
ture. The steady pace of 
development means that 
glitzy days for this stretch 
of sand are just around 
the corner, so go now 
while you can still say 
it’s a naturally beautiful 
domain.

A Perfect Ubud Day 
(p102)

   Alluring shopping
  A cleansed body

If one Ubud is all about 
Balinese creativity and 
culture, another Ubud is 
much more inwardly fo-
cused. On this stroll you 
can get your body purged 
of poisons, fill it with 
healthy nourishment, 
adorn it with beauty and, 
bringing things full circle, 
feel the inspiration of 
Balinese dance. In fact, it 
is a good thing that Ubud 
is blessed with so many 
fine cafes, as otherwise 
you might find yourself 
so caught up in the 
pleasures of wandering 
its lanes that you’d forget 
to enjoy a break.

 After   checking out Bali’s top experiences, fi nd out what makes this magnifi cent 
island tick. Discover the beauty of sunsets from the beaches and savour the culture 
and purely Balinese lifestyle in Ubud. 

 Bali 
Local Life

12
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