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In This Book

 Essential 
Information
 Business Hours
 It is assumed that stand-
ard hours are as follows. 
  Signi  cant variations are 
shown in the listings.

 Restaurants and cafes 
8am to 10pm daily

 Shops and services 
catering to visitors 9am 
to 8pm daily

 Electricity

220V/230V/50Hz

220V/230V/50Hz

 Emergency
 If you  have a problem 
that needs police or 
medical attention, ask 
at the nearest hotel or 
restaurant as there are no 
useful central numbers 
for visitors to  call.

 Health
 y Top Tip Do not drink 
tap water; opt for cheaply 
available  bottled water 
(and re  ll and reuse bot-
tles when possible). Ice in 
tourist places is normally 
made with  ltered water 
at a central plant – if it is 
uniform in shape, it should 
be safe.

  There are several clinics 
and hospitals in south 
Bali that have Western 

standards. The most pop-
ular – and  expensive – is 
 BIMC (%0361-761263; 
www.bimcbali.com; Jl Ngurah 
Rai 100X). Hotels can make 
recommendations.

  Ensure that you have 
travel insurance that cov-
ers medical evacuation.

  Rabies is a major 
problem on Bali; if you 
are bitten or come into 
contact with a stray 
animal, seek medical 
attention immediately as 
rabies is fatal.

  Dengue fever is a 
problem; wear mosquito 
repellents   that contains 
DEET.

  Travellers diarrhoea is 
common. Stay hydrated 
and, if it doesn’t improve 
in 24 hours, consider 
antibiotics from a phar-
macy.

 Money
 y Top Tip You can use 
ATMs as your source for 
money for your entire trip. 
Bring US$100 in case the 
network goes down or 
there is a problem with 
your card and you need 
backup.

  Indonesia’s unit of cur-
rency is the rupiah (Rp). 
There are coins worth 
50Rp,  100Rp, 500Rp 
and 1000Rp. Notes 
come in denominations 

 Ngurah Rai Airport
   Prepaid taxis from 

Bali’s airport are the most 
common way to get to 
your  accommodation.

  Most hotels will pick 
you up at the airport for a 
fee from US$5 to US$50 
(typical for the fairly long 
haul to Ubud). This can 
be especially nice if you 
are arriving after a long 
 ight and/or it’s your  rst 

visit to Bali. A hotel rep 
will be waiting in the arriv-
als area with your name 
written on a sign-board.

  Unless you absolutely, 
positively need help with 
your bags, refuse the 
service of the arrivals area 
porters as fees can be sur-
prising (if needed, negoti-
ate a price in advance).

  And when you’re de-
parting,  have 150,000Rp 
in exact change for your 
departure tax.

 Getting 
Around
 Taxi
 y Best for… Most trips.

  Bali taxis are  plentiful 
and surprisingly cheap. 

They are the preferred 
means of travel for most 
trips around south Bali.

  Always insist on the 
meter and get out of any 
cab that refuses.

  The most reliable com-
pany remains Bluebird 
Taxi (%0361-701111); you 
can call for pickup. Look 
for the ‘Bluebird Group’ 
sticker over the wind-
shield (many other taxis 
try to ape the look).

 Car & Driver
 y Best for… Maximum 
 exibility, minimal fuss.

  For a fee   of US$40 to 
US$60 per day you can 
arrange for a  driver with a 
vehicle to take you virtu-
ally anywhere you want 
to go on Bali. This lets 
you go where you want 
when you want to and 
you can stop o   wherever 
you want. It’s easiest to 
arrange this through your 
accommodation.

  Most drivers are 
charming people who 
will add delight to your 
journey; however, if your 
driver pressures you to 
stop for food at a tourist 
restaurant surrounded 
by tour buses or any kind 
of souvenir shop, refuse. 
They are probably getting 
a kickback; use a di  erent 
driver next time.

 Car
 y Best for… Exploring 
completely on your own.

  Car rentals cost US$25 
to US$50 per day. O  ers 
are everywhere. However, 
you’ll have to deal with 
Bali’s horrendous tra   c 
and myriad ways to get 
lost.

 Motorbike
 y Best for… Saving 
money, beating tra   c.

  O  ers to rent motor-
bikes are everywhere. 
Daily costs are US$5 
to US$20. If you are a 
skilled rider, you can 
weave around tra   c, but 
helmets are required and 
accidents are very com-
mon. Some motorbikes 
come equipped with 
surfboard racks.

  Tourist Bus
 y Best for… Saving 
money.

  Perama (www.peramatour
.com) runs air-con buses 
(about 100,000Rp) for 
tourists between Kuta, 
Sanur, Ubud and points 
east. But the buses don’t 
come close to Seminyak, 
Kerobokan etc or anyplace 
on the Bukit Peninsula 
such as Ulu Watu or Nusa 
Dua. And the stops are 
sometimes inconvenient.
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 Asia Rooms (www.
asiarooms.com) Good for 
rooms in the region.

 Agoda (www.agoda.com) 
Often good for last-
minute details.

 Lonely Planet (www.lonely
planet.com) Author recom-
mendations, reviews and 
online bookings.

 Best Budget
 Mimpi Bungalows 
(kumimpi@yahoo.com.sg; 
Kuta) Lush gardens boast 
orchids and shade, and 
the pool is a good size.

 Inada Losmen (putuinada
@hotmail.com; Seminyak) 
This budget champ is a 
short walk from clubs, the 
beach and other Semin-
yak joys.

 Nirvana Pension & 
Gallery (www.nirvanaku
.com; Ubud) There are 
alang alang (woven 
thatch) roofs, a plethora 
of paintings and ornate 
doorways, in a shady, 
secluded locale.

 Best Midrange
 Tony’s Villa (www.balitonys
.com; Seminyak) Beaches 
and some of Bali’s best 
restaurants are just 
minutes from Tony’s. 
Fairly modest bungalow-
style units are part of a 

compound with slightly 
more lavish villas.

 Mu (www.mu-bali.com; 
Bingin) Stylish and very 
individual bungalows with 
round, pointed thatched 
roofs are scattered about 
a compound dominated 
by a cli  side in  nity pool.

 Mutiara Bali (www.
mutiarabali.com; Seminyak) 
Close to  ne dining (two 
minutes) and the beach 
(  ve minutes). Rooms 
surround a frangipani-
draped pool area.

 Oka Wati Hotel (www.
okawatihotel.com; Ubud) 
Oka Wati (the owner) is 
a lovely lady who grew 
up near the Ubud Palace. 
Rooms have large veran-
das where the delightful 
sta   will deliver your 
choice of breakfast.

 Matahari Cottages (www.
matahariubud.com; Ubud) 
Flamboyant, themed 
rooms include the ‘Batavia 
Princess’ and the ‘Indian 
Pasha’. High tea is elabo-
rately served on silver.

 Alam Indah (www.
alamindahbali.com; Ubud) 
This isolated and spacious 
resort has rooms that 
are beautifully  nished in 
natural materials to tradi-
tional designs; great views.

 Best Top End
 Oberoi (www.oberoihotels
.com; Seminyak) Beautifully 
understated, all accom-
modations have private 
verandahs; also private 
villas, ocean views and 
private walled pools. Fine 
beachfront.

 Warwick Ibah Luxury Vil-
las (www.warwickibah.com; 
Ubud) Overlooking the 
rushing waters of the Wos 
Valley, stylish individual 
suites and villas are  lled 
with art and antiques.

 Amandari (www.aman
resorts.com; Ubud) Does 
everything with charm 
and grace – sort of like a 
classical Balinese dancer. 
Superb views over the 
jungle and down to the 
river.

 Arriving in 
 Bali
 y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation from Bali’s air-
port, see p 17 . Also see the 
Getting There & Around 
section at the start of 
each regional chapter for 
taxi prices.
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 Book Your Stay
  It’s common for people 

to   move around Bali, even 
for short stays. Splitting 
your time between, say, 
Seminyak and Ubud is 
typical.

  Ubud is best enjoyed 
staying overnight, after 
daytrippers are gone and 
dance performances are 
on.

  With a budget of $100 
a night you can  nd nice 
midrange hotels virtu-
ally everywhere (often for 
much less).

  Villas (see p 51 ) can be 
surprisingly a  ordable: 
for under US$200 you 
can have your own small 
compound.

 Useful Websites
 See p 51  for additional 
websites for villa bookings.

 Bali Discovery (www.bali
discovery.com) Has discount 
rates for hundreds of 
places.

 When to Go

  High Season (Jul & 
Aug) Rates zip up by 
50% or more; many 
hotels are booked far   
ahead. Christmas and 
New Year are equally 
expensive and crowded.

  Shoulder (May, Jun 
& Sep) Coincides with 
the best weather (drier, 

less humid); some deals 
but last-minute bookings 
possible; best time for 
diving, since the water 
is clear.

  Low Season (Jan-Apr, 
Oct & Nov) Deals eve-
rywhere; rainy season, 
however, rainfall is rarely 
excessive.

 Before You Go

 Survival 
Guide
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Lazy days on Balangan Beach (p69)
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 Best for Hanging 
with Friends
 Double Six Beach (p 26 ) 
Fun mix of visitors and 
locals.

 Gili Trawangan (p 124 ) 
Those raves about the 
raves are just the start.

 Seminyak Beach (p 37 ) 
Clubs and cafes great 
and humble dot the sand.

 Batubelig Beach (p 49 ) 
The new hotspot with a 
swath of groovy beach 
bars and cafes.

 Balangan Beach (p 69 ) 
Classic cove beach is 
worth the drive.

 Kuta Beach (p 26 ) The 
original beach still knows 

how to kick up some 
sand.

 Echo Beach (p 49 ) 
Gnarly surf action enter-
tains the masses.

 Padang Padang Beach 
(p 69 ) Small enough to 
be one big scene on busy 
days.

 Jungutbatu Beach (p 91 ) 
The funky surfer vibe 
never goes out of style.

 Pasir Putih (p 122 ) The 
coolest beach in East Bali 
has cooler cafes.

 Best for Families
 Sanur Beach (p 85 ) 
Reefs offshore keep the 

surf mellow, just like the 
town.

 Mushroom Bay (p 91 ) 
Small resorts, water 
sports and a surf-
protected site.

 Best for Escaping
 Pantai Nelayan (p 57 ) 
No easy access makes 
this the spot not to be 
spotted.

 Lebih Beach (p 121 ) The 
sparkles in the black 
sand outnumber visitors 
a trillion to one.

Best

 Bali is ringed with beaches, which is one of the 
reasons all those planes keep landing at the 
airport. They come in so many forms that there’s 
virtually a beach for everyone. There’s a reason 
that tourism started in Kuta: just look at that 
beach. It disappears in both directions and has 
ceaselessly crashing waves, which at their best 
are long aqua ribbons twisting into white.

 A Beach for Any Mood 
 On Sundays Kuta Beach is thronged with locals; 
on any day massage women languidly ply their 
trade while men o  er up cheap beers from coolers. 
Vacationers claim a part of the beach they like, 
make friends with the vendors and return to ‘their’ 
beach for the rest of their trip.

 From Seminyak north through Batubelig and 
on to Echo Beach, hipster hangouts vie with posh 
clubs and humble beer vendors for business. South 
of the airport, the vast arid rock that is the Bukit 
Peninsula shelters a score of beaches hidden in 
small coves below the cli  s all the way to Ulu 
Watu. Coming closest to the white-sand cliché, 
these idylls are good for watching the world-class 
sur  ng o  shore amid beautiful surrounds.

 Meanwhile, in Nusa Dua, Tanjung Benoa and 
Sanur families frolic on mellow reef-sheltered 
beaches picked clean daily. East Bali has a swath of 
seldom-visited volcanic black-sand beaches while 
Nusa Lembongan has funky beach guesthouses 
with awesome sunset views. Over on Gili T, the 
sand is white and lined with bars and clubs for a 
full-on party scene.

 Beaches

 y Top Tips
  Although Bali’s 

west-facing beaches 
from Echo Beach 
to Ulu Watu o  er 
spectacular sunsets, 
east-facing ones like 
Sanur enjoy their 
own show as Nusa 
Lembongan and the 
islands glow pink 
o  shore.

  Almost every 
beach has at least 
one vendor ready to 
pull a cold one out of 
the cooler.
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 1 Penestanan
 From the Campuan 
bridge, climb the steep 
concrete stairs opposite 
the Hotel Tjampuhan 
and walk west past 
rice  elds and artists’ 
studios to the village 
of Penestanan. You’ll 
see artists’ studios 
and traditional family 
compounds. Look for 
the small temple that 
always graces a corner.

 2 Sayan
 Now head north on a 
small road that curves 
around to Sayan and 
the Sayan Terrace hotel. 
This was the site of 
Colin McPhee’s home in 
the 1930s, as chronicled 
in his excellent book A 
House in Bali (available 
at island bookshops). 
He was one of the  rst 
Westerners to take a 
scholarly approach to 
documenting Bali’s 
music and dance.

 3 Path into the 
Valley
 Follow the downhill 
path before the gate 
to the hotel’s rooms. 
It’s steep and can be 
slippery, plus there 
are o  shoots that can 
lead you astray; locals 
will help you  nd your 

 2 The Walk
 The wonders of the Ayung River (Sungai Ayung) 
are the focus of this outing, which may be close to 
Ubud but are a world away in terms of pure tropical 
splendour. You’ll walk in a lush  valley past a rushing 
river amid impossibly green vistas. Along the way 
you’ll pass  through an iconically typical village and 
you’ll cross through the old compound of one of 
Bali’s greatest expat writers.

 Start Campuan bridge

 Finish Campuan bridge

 Length 5km;  ve hours

 5 Take a Break
 There are no breaks in the valley! Bring plenty of 
water and assemble a picnic from a deli or cafe in 
Ubud. But towards the end of your walk, options 
abound for a pause. The cafes line up like a string of 
oases as you make your way blessedly downhill on 
Jl Raya Sanggingan.
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way down for a tip of 
10,000Rp.

 4 Ayung River 
Valley
 Following the rough 
trails north, along the 
eastern side of the 
Ayung, you traverse 
steep slopes, cross 
paddy  elds and pass ir-
rigation canals through 
dense tropical jungle. 
You don’t need to follow 
any speci  c trail as you 
head slowly north along 
the river. Water plunges 
over huge boulders and 
eddies in cool-looking 
pools.

 5 Kedewatan
 After about 1.5km of 
meandering through 
the river valley (take 
your time, wander 
about, see what you 
discover) you’ll reach 
the  nish point for 
white-water rafting 
trips that start further 
upriver. Under a dense 
canopy of trees, take 
a good but steep trail 
up to the main road at 
Kedewatan; head north 
then east about 1 km 
along the main road 
into Ubud.

 6 Sanggingan
 At Sanggingan the road 
curves 90 degrees due 
south and begins the 
long, gentle descent to 
the Campuan bridge 
where you started. 
Among the many cafes 
along here, you might 

feel you deserve one of 
the famous martinis at 
Naughty Nuri’s, or you 
can stop at the Neka Art 
Museum to see how art-
ists portrayed many of 
the sights you’ve seen.

Best Walks
 Ayung River 
Valley

 Ayung River Valley  129128
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 1 Batubelig Beach
 Start this walk at one of the beach 
bars and cafes along Batubelig Beach. 
Get your   uids in for an adventure 
that can take anywhere from an hour 
to half a day depending on your whim. 
Look northwest along the beach and 
you can see the developments at Echo 
Beach in the distance.

 2 Water Crossing
 The biggest obstacle on this entire 
walk is only about 500m from the start. 
The river and lagoon here  ow into the 
ocean, often at a depth of 1m but at 
times not at all. However, after rains it 
may be much deeper and you’ll decide 
not to swim the current: in this case, 
take the cool little footbridge over the 
lagoon to Warung Agung Kayu Putih (Jl 
Pura Kayu Putih), which has a basic menu, 
good views and a phone for a taxi.

 3 Berewa Beach
 Greyish Berewa Beach, secluded 
among rice  elds and villas, is about 
2km up the sand from Seminyak 
(where you can also begin this walk). 
There are a couple of surfer cafes by 
the pounding  sea; the grey volcanic 
sand here slopes steeply into foaming 
water. Look on the sand’s edge for 
the vast Marabito Art Villa, a private 
estate that’s an architectural wonder.

 4 Pantai Prancak
 Almost 1km further on you’ll come 
to another (shallow) water crossing 
that also marks the large complex of 
Pura Dalem Prancak. A vendor or two 

may o  er drinks on Pantai Prancak; 
turn around facing the way you’ve 
come and you can see the sweep of the 
beach all the way to the airport.

 5 Pantai Nelayan
 A collection of  shing boats and huts 
marks this very mellow stretch of 
sand that lacks easy access to villa-
land just inland.

 6 Pantai Batu Bolong
 Sometimes called Canggu Beach, 
Pantai Batu   Bolong boasts the large 
Pura Batumejan complex with a 
striking pagoda-like temple. There are 
surfboard rentals and some groovy 
cafes. About 200m further on there’s 
a slightly upscale beach vendor with 
comfy loungers for rent and drinks.

 7 Echo Beach
 Construction all along the shore means 
you’ve reached Echo Beach, where you 
can reward yourself for your adventur-
ous walk at the many cafes. A growing 
 ock of stores means you can replace 

any clothes that are drenched beyond 
repair. Otherwise, take your camera 
out of its waterproof bag and nab shots 
of the popular surf break.

 8 Pererenan Beach
 Yet to be found by the right developer, 
  Pererenan Beach is for you if you want 
your sand windswept and your waves 
unridden. It’s an easy 300m further 
on from Echo Beach by sand and rock 
formations. There are a couple of good 
cafes here that don’t have the mobs of 
Echo Beach.

 Getting There

 K Taxi Getting to 
Batubelig is easy by 
cab. Echo Beach has 
its own taxi drivers so 
getting a ride back is 
also easy.

 Walking the beach, it’s only 4km from Batubelig 
Beach to Echo Beach, compared with a long cir-
cuitous drive inland. You’ll cover long stretches of 
empty sand and ford a few streams with only the 
roar of the surf for company. A few villages, tem-
ples, expat villas and simple cafes provide interest 
away from the water. Be aware you’ll get wet on 
this walk; have waterproof bags for everything.

 Beach Walk:  Batubelig to 
Echo    Beach

Local Life
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 Admission to Pura 
Batukau: 10,000Rp 
donation

 y Top Tips
  Sashes and sarongs 

are provided.

  Admire the many 
forms of o  erings from 
a few  ower petals in 
a banana leaf to vastly 
elaborate a  airs that 
can feed many gods.

  A two-hour mini-
jaunt up Batukau costs 
300,000Rp.

  There is a road toll 
for Jatiluwih visitors 
(10,000Rp per person, 
plus 5000Rp per car).

  Much of the rice you’ll 
see is traditional, rather 
than the hybrid versions 
grown elsewhere on the 
island. Look for heavy 
short husks of red rice.

 5 Take a Break
  There are a couple of 
simple cafes for re-
freshments along the 
Jatiluwih drive. They 
are nothing fancy, but 
you’re there for the 
views.

 Don’t Miss
 Pura Luhur Batukau
 Within the temple complex look for the seven-
roofed meru dedicated to Maha Dewa, the 
mountain’s guardian spirit, as well as shrines for 
Bratan, Buyan and Tamblingan Lakes. The main 
meru in the inner courtyard have little doors 
shielding small ceremonial items. It’s impossible 
to ignore the deeply spiritual mood.

 Facing the temple, take a short walk around to 
the left to see a small white-water stream where 
the air resonates with tumbling water. Get here 
early for the best chance of seeing the dark and 
foreboding slopes of the volcano.

 Gunung Batukau
 From Pura Luhur Batukau you can climb Gunung 
Batukau. To trek to the top of the 2276m peak, 
you’ll  need a guide, which can be arranged at 
the temple. Expect to pay 1,200,000Rp (for two 
people) for an arduous journey that will take at 
least seven hours one way. The rewards are amaz-
ing views alternating with thick dripping jungle.

 Jatiluwih Rice Fields
 At Jatiluwih, which means ‘truly marvellous’, 
you will be rewarded with vistas of centuries-old 
rice   terraces that exhaust your ability to describe 
green. Emerald ribbons curve around the hill-
sides, stepping back as they climb to the blue sky.

 The terraces are emblematic of Bali’s ancient 
rice-growing culture. Stop along the narrow, 
twisting 18km road and follow the water as it 
runs through channels and bamboo pipes from 
one plot to the next.
 

 Feeling Spiritual at 
Pura Luhur Batukau

Top Experiences

 One of the island’s holiest and most underrated 
  temples, Pura Luhur Batukau makes for an excellent 
day trip and is the most spiritual temple you can 
easily visit. It is surrounded by forest, the atmos-
phere is cool and misty; the chants of priests are 
backed by birds singing. The temple is near the base 
of Gunung Batukau, the island’s second-highest 
mountain (2276m) and the third of Bali’s three 
major volcanoes. Nearby, you can drive through the 
lushly iconic Jatiluwih rice  elds.
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The temple grounds at Pura Luhur Batukau

 Getting There

 K Car You’ll need 
to charter a car and 
driver for the day. Get-
ting here from south 
Bali can take one to 
two hours, depending 
on tra   c.
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Nusa Dua & 
Tanjung Benoa 
(p76)
Fronted by a reef-
protected beach, Nusa 
Dua is a gated top-end 
resort world, while 
Tanjung Benoa caters to 
midrange groups.

East Bali (p118)
In the shadow of Gunung 
Agung, Bali’s most 
important volcano, enjoy 
black-sand beaches, 
historic sights and 
impossibly green vistas.

Sanur (p82)
Combines Balinese style 
with a thriving expat 
community. The quiet 
beach is perfect for 
families too mature for 
Kuta.

Ubud (p98)
Bali’s cultural heart is an 
alluring mix of creative 
boutiques, spas and 
cultural performances.

Top ExperiencesE
Touring Ubud’s rice 
fields

Worth a Trip
Top ExperiencesE

Pura Luhur Batukau
Nusa Lembongan
Gili Trawangan

#E

Ulu Watu & Around 
(p66)
Pocket-sized white-sand 
beaches sit in coves 
below cliffs. Bamboo 
cafes cater to surfers 
and their fans.

Top ExperiencesE
Hanging out at Ulu 
Watu's beaches

Ulu Watu's
Beaches

Kuta & Legian 
(p22)
Bali’s chaotic heart of 
mass tourism has 
squawking vendors and 
sweaty clubs all jammed 
in tight against a 
legendary beach.

Kerobokan & Echo 
Beach (p46)
Quickly developing area 
where quiet lanes lead 
to luxe walled-villa 
compounds. The beach is 
wilder, the waves bigger 
than further south.

Jimbaran (p60)
A low-key bay and 
beach; the action is at 
the famous fish market 
and dozens of beachside 
grilled seafood joints.

Denpasar (p92)
Bali’s sprawling, chaotic 
capital is the island’s 
population hub. Look for 
museums and 
monuments plus vibrant 
shopping and eating.

Seminyak (p34)
Streets lined with 
designer boutiques and 
shops of every sort; 
oodles of good 
restaurants, and the 
beach is never far away.

 

 Regions
 Bali 

Regions  1918

 For more information, see Survival 
Guide (p 145 )

   Currency
 Rupiah (Rp)

  Language
 Bahasa Indonesia and Balinese

  Visas
 Usually 30 days, bought on arrival.

  Money
 ATMs in south Bali, Ubud and tourist areas. 

Credit cards accepted at midrange and 
top-end hotels and restaurants.

 Mobile   Phones
 Local SIM cards work with any unlocked 

GSM phone.

  Time
 WIT (Central Indonesian Standard Time; 

GMT/UTC plus eight hours)

 Plugs &  Adaptors
 Plugs have two round pins like Europe; 

electrical current is 220V. Australian and 
North American visitors will require plug 

adaptors; most electronic devices can handle 
110V or 220V.

    Tipping
 10% for service workers is greatly 

appreciated.

 Getting Around
 Taxis are the most common means of trans-
port. However, no matter what your mode, 
everyone is affected by the same horrific 
traffic in south Bali and Ubud.

 K Taxi
 Cheap, widely available and easy to hail 
in south Bali. Always insist on the meter, 
although most will automatically use it in the 
daytime. Bluebird Taxis are the most reliable. 
In Ubud, freelance drivers charge US$2 to 
US$4 for rides around town.

 K Car & Driver
 Very common for longer trips and all-day 
touring. Can be arranged through your hotel, 
and cost US$40 to US$60 per day.

 2 Walking
 The best way to get around the Kuta– 
Legian–Seminyak, Nusa Dua–Tanjung Benoa 
and Sanur areas (often on pleasant beach-
front walkways) as well as Ubud.

 K Car
 Car rentals are often arranged from street-
side vendors. Cheap and adventurous, but 
you are at the mercy of Bali’s traffic and it’s 
very easy to get lost.

 H Motorbike 
 Cheap and easily arranged, motorbikes 
mean you can weave around traffic if you are 
a daredevil; somewhat dangerous.

 J Tourist Bus
 Cheap air-con buses are operated by Perama 
Tours on a limited route that covers Kuta–
Sanur–Ubud–Padangbai.

  Arriving in Bali
 From Bali’s airport, your main choices of 
transport are (a) prearranged rides through 
your hotel or villa and (b) prepaid taxis. The 
former cost $10 to $50, the latter vary by 
destination.

 A From Ngurah Rai Airport
 Destination  Best Transport
 Kuta & Legian  Taxi

 Seminyak  Taxi

 Kerobokan  Taxi

 Sanur  Taxi

 Ubud  Taxi

 At the Airport
 Ngurah Rai Airport Bali’s Airport (DPS; 
listed as Denpasar or Bali on travel web-
sites) is a chaotic construction site through 
2014, when a huge new terminal building 
is expected to open. The arrivals area 
has ATMs and moneychangers. Avoid the 
porters. There is no duty free, unfortunate 
given Bali’s wine and spirits prices. Accom-
modation services may well book you into 
inconvenient locations.

 

 Your   Daily Budget
 Budget less than US$80

   Room in guesthouse/homestay less than 
US$50

   Cheap food and drink, even at fairly nice 
places

   Can survive on US$20 per day

 Midrange US$80–US$220
   Room in midrange hotel US$50–US$150

   Can eat and drink virtually anywhere

   Can enjoy spa treatments and other 
luxuries

 Top end over US$220
   Room in top-end hotel/resort over US$150

   Major expenses will be lavish spas

   Luxury boutiques await

 Useful  Websites
 Bali Advertiser (www.baliadvertiser.biz) 
Bali’s expat journal with insider tips and good 
columnists.

 Bali Discovery (www.balidiscovery.com) 
Excellent weekly summary of news and 
features; hotel deals.

 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
indonesia/bali) Destination information, 
hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

 Advance Planning
 Three months before Book rooms during 
high season.

 One month before Book rooms during 
shoulder season.

 One week before Book top restaurants 
and spas during high season.

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free island 
experience

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the region – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Top Experiences
Make the most 
of your visit

Local Life
The insider's island

 Region s
What’s where

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

 Bali ’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the region on foot

The Best 
of  Bali 
The island’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Bali 
The best things to 
see and do, 
area by area 
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Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each area:
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Our selection of the island’s best places 
to eat, drink and enjoy:

1 Experiences

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

Lonely Planet’s  Bali 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you straight 
to the heart of the region. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see experiences, plus tips 
to make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the island into easy-to-navigate 
areas and provided clear maps 
so you’ll find your way around 
with ease. Our expert authors 
have searched out the best of 
the region: walks, food, nightlife 
and shopping, to name a few. 
Because you want to explore, 
our ‘Local Life’ pages will 
take you to some of the most 
exciting areas to experience 
the real  Bali .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Bali

 Bali is like no other destination in the world. Its rich culture 
plays out at all levels of life, from the exquisite flower-petal 
offerings placed everywhere to the processions of joyfully 
garbed locals to the otherworldly traditional music and 
dance performed island-wide. Add in beaches, surfing, 
great dining, killer sunsets, beautiful walks, fabulous shop-
ping, and more, Bali is unbeatable.

Bali Top Experiences ................................................ 8

Bali Local Life  ...........................................................12

Bali Day Planner .......................................................14

Need to Know ...........................................................16

Bali Regions ..............................................................18

Ferries moored at Sanur (p82)
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