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 Money
      The Dutch currency is the 
Euro (€), divided into 100 
euro cents.

 ATMs

  Most accept cards that 
access the Cirrus and 
Plus networks. ATMs are 
not hard to  nd, but they 
often have queues or run 
out of cash on weekends. 

 Credit Cards

  Most hotels accept 
them, but a fair number 
of shops and restaurants 
do not, or accept only 
European cards with 
security chips. Some 
businesses levy a 5% 
surcharge (or more) 
on credit cards. Always 
check  rst.

  For a backup plan 
against the security chip 
issue, consider getting 
a preloaded debit card 
that has the security chip 
embedded. Many banks 
provide such cards.  

 Money Changers 

 Try  GWK Travelex 
(%0900 05 66; www.gwk.nl; 
Centraal Station; h8am-
10pm Mon-Sat, 9am-10pm 
Sun; dCentraal Station), 
which also has branches 
at Leidseplein and 
Schiphol Airport.

 Tipping

  A small amount is 
common in restaurants 
(round up the total to the 
nearest €1 or €5), taxis 
(5% to 10%) and for hotel 
porters (€1 to €2).

 Travellers Cheques 

 These are rarely used – 
you’ll be hard-pressed 
to  nd a bank that will 
change them.

 Public Holidays
    Banks, schools, offices 
and most shops close on 
these days. 

 Nieuwjaarsdag New 
Year’s Day, 1 January.

 Goede Vrijdag Good 
Friday, March/April.

 Eerste & Tweede Paas-
dag Easter Sunday and 
Easter Monday, March/
April.

 Koninginnedag Queen’s 
Day, 30 April.

 Bevrijdingsdag Libera-
tion Day, 5 May. This isn’t 
a universal holiday; 
government workers have 
the day o   but almost 
everyone else has to work.

 Hemelvaartsdag Ascen-
sion Day, 9 May 2013, 29 
May 2014.

 Eerste & Tweede Pink-
sterdag Whit Sunday 
(Pentecost) and Whit 
Monday, 19 and 20 May 
2013, 8 and 9 June 2014.

 Eerste & Tweede Kerst-
dag Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day, 25 and 26 
December.

 Safe Travel
    Amsterdam is generally 
very safe, but watch your 
purse or wallet at night in 
the Red Light District and 

 Car & Motorcycle
    Parking is expensive 

and scarce. 

  Street parking in the 
centre costs around 
€5/29 per hour/day. 

  It’s better to use a 
park-and-ride lot at the 
edge of town. A nominal 
fee (around €8 per 24 
hours) also gets you free 
public transport tickets. 
For more information see 
www.bereikbaar
.amsterdam.nl.

  All the big multinational 
rental companies are in 
town; many have o   ces 
on Overtoom, near the 
Vondelpark. Rates start at 
around €35 per day.

 Essential 
Information
 Business Hours
    Nonstandard hours are 
listed in reviews; standard 
business hours are as 
follows:

 Banks 9am to 4pm 
Monday to Friday, some 
Saturday morning. 

  Cafes, pubs & co  ee-
shops Open noon (exact 

hours vary); most close 
1am Sunday to Thursday, 
3am Friday and Saturday. 

 Clubs Open around 10pm 
(exact hours vary); close 
4am or 5am Friday and 
Saturday (a few hours 
earlier on weekdays). 

 Restaurants Lunch 11am 
to 2.30pm, dinner 6pm 
to 10pm.

 Shops Large stores: 9am 
or 10am to 6pm Monday 
to Saturday, noon to 6pm 
Sunday. Smaller shops: 
11am or noon to 6pm 
Tuesday to Saturday, 
from 1pm Sunday and 
Monday (if open at all). 
Many shops stay open 
late (to 9pm) Thursday.

 Discount Cards
     The  I Amsterdam Card 
(www.iamsterdam.com; per 
24/48/72hr €40/50/60) 
provides admission to 
many museums, canal 
boat trips, and discounts 
and freebies at shops, at-
tractions and restaurants. 
It also includes a GVB 
transit pass. Available at 
VVV offices and some 
hotels. 

  Electricity

220V/50Hz

220V/50Hz

 Emergency
       Police, fire, ambulance 
(%112) 

 Money-Saving Tips
    Make the most of free sights and 

entertainment (see p 164 ).

  Order the dagschotel (dish of the day) or 
dagmenu (set menu of three or more courses) at 
restaurants.

  Check the  Last Minute Ticket Shop (www
.lastminuteticketshop.nl) for half-price, same-day 
seats for all kinds of performances.
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 Bicycle
 y Best for... Rolling like a 
local, Eastern Docklands, 
Vondelpark explorations.

     Rental shops are 
everywhere; most are 
open from 9am to 6pm 
(at least).

  Prices for single-speed 
‘coaster-brake’ bikes 
average €12.50 per 24-
hour period. Bikes with 
gears and handbrakes 
cost more. 

  You’ll have to show a 
passport or European na-
tional ID card, and leave a 
credit card imprint or pay 
a deposit (usually €50). 

   MacBike (www
.macbike.nl) is the most 
touristy rental company. 
Bikes are equipped with 
big signs that say ‘look 
out!’ to locals. But it 
has handy locations at 
Centraal Station (Station-
splein 5) and near Leidse-
plein (Weteringschans 2). 
It also sells great maps.

   Mike’s Bike Tours 
(%622 79 70; www
.mikesbiketours.com; 
Kerkstraat 134) and  Black 
Bikes (%670 85 31; www
.black-bikes.com; Nieuwezijds 
Voorburgwal 146) rent sign-
less cruisers.

  Bike locks usually are 
provided; use them, as 
theft is rampant.

  Helmets are generally 
not available (the Dutch 
don’t wear them). 

 Boat
 y Best for... North 
Amsterdam destinations 
such as EYE Film Institute, 
NDSM-werf.

    Free ferries to 
Amsterdam-Noord 
depart from piers behind 
Centraal Station. 

  The ride to Buikslot-
erweg is the most direct 
(  ve minutes) and runs 
24 hours.

  Another boat runs to 
NDSM-werf (15 minutes) 
between 7am (from 9am 
weekends) and midnight.

  Another goes to IJplein 
(6.30am to midnight).

  Bicycles are permitted 
on all routes.

 Taxi
 y Best for... Late-night 
travels; if you have lots of 
luggage.

   Find taxis at stands at 
Centraal Station, Leidse-
plein and a few hotels, 
or call one;  Taxicentrale 
Amsterdam (TCA; %777 
77 77; www.tcataxi.nl) is the 
most reliable. 

  Fares are meter-based. 
The meter starts at 
€2.65, then it’s €1.95 per 

km thereafter. A ride from 
Leidseplein to the Dam 
runs about €12. 

  A nice alternative when 
available are the open, 
three-wheeled scooters 
of  TukTuk Company 
(www.tuktukcompany.nl; 
h10pm-3am Fri & Sat) and 
 Bicycle Taxis (www
.  etstaxiamsterdam.nl). They 
often have lower rates, 
and can be  agged down 
in the street, especially 
near Leidseplein and 
Rembrandtplein.

 Train
 y Best for... Trips 
beyond the city.

    Amsterdam has very 
convenient train connec-
tions with other European 
capitals. 

  For national train 
schedules (including to/
from Schiphol Airport), 
see  NS (www.ns.nl). For 
international booking and 
information, see  NS Hi-
speed (www.nshispeed.nl).

   There are ticket sales 
windows in Centraal Sta-
tion (on the west side) for 
both national and inter-
national destinations.

  Note you’ll need cash 
to buy tickets unless you 
have a credit card with 
a chip.

the Connexxion desk by 
Arrivals 4.

 Bus  Bus 197 (€4 one way, 
25 minutes) is the quick-
est way to places by the 
Museumplein or Leidse-
plein. It departs outside 
the arrivals hall door.

 Taxi  Twenty to 30 
minutes to the centre 
(longer in rush hour), €45 
to €50. The taxi stand is 
just outside the arrivals 
hall door.

 From Centraal Sta-
tion (CS)
  Tram    Eleven of Amster-
dam’s 16 tram lines stop 
at Centraal Station, and 
then fan out to the rest of 
the city. For trams 4, 9, 16, 
24, 25 and 26, head far to 
the left (east) when you 
come out the station’s 
main entrance; look for 

the ‘A’ sign. For trams 1, 
2, 5, 13 and 17, head to 
the right and look for the 
‘B’ sign.

 Taxi Taxis queue near the 
front entrance. Should be 
€10 to €15 for destina-
tions in the centre, canal 
ring or Jordaan. 

 Getting 
Around
 Tram 
 y Best for… Most sight-
seeing and neighbour-
hood destinations.

  Fast, frequent trams 
operate between 6am 
and 12.30am. 

  Tickets are smartcards 
called the  OV-chipkaart 
(www.ov-chipkaart.nl). 

  On trams with conduc-
tors, enter at the rear; 
you can buy a disposable 
OV-chipkaart (€2.70, 
good for one hour) or day 
pass (€7.50) when you 
board. On trams without 
conductors (line 5, and 
some on line 24), buy a 
ticket from the driver. 

  When you enter and 
exit, wave your card at 
the pink machine to 
‘check in’ and ‘check out’.

  The GVB operates 
the tram system. You 
can also pick up tickets, 
passes and maps at the 
 GVB Information O   ce 
(www.gvb.nl; Stationsplein 10; 
h7am-9pm Mon-Fri, 10am-
6pm Sat & Sun). It’s across 
the tram tracks from 
Centraal Station, and at-
tached to the VVV tourist 
information o   ce.

 Metro & Bus
 y Best for... Some 
Oosterpark, Nieuwmarkt 
and Harbour spots.

  The metro and buses 
primarily serve outer 
districts. Fares are the 
same as trams.

    Nachtbussen (night 
buses, 1am to 6am, every 
hour) run after other 
transport stops. A ticket 
costs €4.

 Tickets & Passes
   The GVB o  ers handy, unlimited-ride passes for 

one/two/three/four/  ve/six/seven days (€7.50/
12/16/20.50/25/28.50/31), valid on trams, 
buses and the metro. 

  Passes are available at the GVB o   ce, VVV 
o   ces (one- to four-day passes only) and from 
tram conductors (one-day passes only). 

  The I Amsterdam Card (see p 176 ) also includes 
a travel pass.
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Drinking canalside in De Wallen (p31)
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  Café In ’t Aepjen Candles 
burn all day long at this 
time-warped cafe in a 
500-year-old house. (p 34 )

  De Sluyswacht Swig in 
the lockkeeper’s quarters 
across the way from 
Rembrandt’s house. 
(p 127 )

 Best Tasting 
Houses
  Wynand Fockink This 
1679 tasting house pours 
glorious jenever. (p 34 )

  In de Olofspoort A crew 
of regulars has dedicated 
jenever bottles stocked 
just for them. (p 35 )

 Best Beer 
  Brouwerij ’t IJ Amster-
dam’s leading microbrew-
ery sits at the foot of a 
twirling windmill. (p 134 )

  Café Belgique Belgium’s 
best brews flow from the 
glinting brass taps. (p 35 )

  Café de Spuyt A mellow, 
beer-rich respite from 
Leidseplein madness. 
(p 77 )

 Best Cocktails
  Door 74 Ring the door-
bell and let the mix-
ologists shake up your 
tipple. (p 78 )

  Vesper Bar The Jor-
daan’s luxe cocktail bar 
channels a James Bond 
vibe. (p 58 )

 Best Outdoor 
Terraces
  Westergasterras A fun 
local crowd throngs the 
patio at the atmospheric 
former gasworks. (p 65 )

  ’t Blauwe Theehuis A 
kooky spaceship smack 

in the middle of Vondel-
park’s greenery. (p 99 )

 Best Local Scene
  De Twee Zwaantjes 
Ground zero for tradi-
tional drunken Dutch 
singalongs. (p 57 )

  Kingfisher This locals’ 
local rocks hard come 
happy hour. (p 112 )

  De Ysbreeker Hot spot 
overlooking the house-
boat-dotted Amstel. 
(p 120 )

 Best Grand Cafes
  De Kroon A windowside 
perch from which to 
watch the Rembrandt-
plein action. (p 76 )

  Café de Jaren Sip on 
the balcony, watch the 
Amstel flow by, and the 
afternoon vanishes. 
(p 36 )

Best

       Despite its wild party-animal reputation, Amster-
dam remains a cafe society, where the pursuit of 
pleasure is more about cosiness and charm than 
hedonism. Co  ee, beer and Dutch gin  ll local 
cups, each a  ne companion for whiling away the 
afternoon on a sunny canalside terrace.

 Brown Cafes
  Bruin cafés (brown cafes) are  Amsterdam’s crown-
ing glory. The true specimen has been in business 
a while and gets its name from centuries’ worth of 
smoke stains on the walls. Brown cafes have candle-
topped tables, sandy wooden floors and sometimes 
a house cat that sidles up for a scratch. Most impor-
tantly, brown cafes induce a cosy vibe that prompts 
friends to linger and chat for hours over drinks – the 
same enchantment the cafes have cast for 300 years.

 Other Places to Drink
  Grand cafes are spacious, have comfortable furniture 
and are, well, just grand. Designer bars are trendy 
with cool interiors. Proeflokalen (tasting houses) 
were once attached to distilleries. They’re great 
places to try jenever (ya -nay-ver), aka Dutch gin.

 What to Drink
  Lager beer is the staple, served cool and topped 
by a two-finger-thick head of froth – supposedly 
to trap  the flavour. Heineken and Amstel are the 
most common brands. Brouwerij ’t IJ and De Prael 
are delicious local brewers. Besides beer, cafes 
always serve wine and coffee. The latter is quite 
popular: the Netherlands consumes more java per 
capita than any other European country besides 
Denmark.

 Best Brown Cafes
  Café ’t Smalle The city’s 
most intimate canalside 
drinking: you can’t get 
closer to the water with-
out jumping in. (p 56 )

  Hoppe An icon of drink-
ing history with a bottom-
less vat, beloved by 
journalists, bums and 
raconteurs. (p 152 )

 Drinking

 y� Top Tips
  Cafe means pub; a 

co  eeshop is where 
one gets marijuana.

  Een bier, een pils 
or een vaas is a 
normal-sized glass 
of beer; een kleintje 
pils is a small glass. 

  A ko   e is black; 
ko   e verkeerd (cof-
fee ‘wrong’) is made 
with milk, similar to 
a ca  e latte.
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Cruising the Keizersgracht
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 1 Groenburgwal 
  Step out onto the white 
drawbridge that crosses 
the   Groenburgwal and 
look north. Many Am-
sterdammers swear this 
is the loveliest canal view 
of all – a pick backed by 
Impressionist Claude 
Monet, who painted it 
in 1874 as The Zuiderk-
erk (South Church) at 
Amsterdam: Looking up 
the Groenburgwal.

 2 NAP Display
  Head over to the Stop-
era building, Amster-
dam’s combination of 
city hall and  Muz-
iektheater (p 136 ). Pop 
into the east entrance 
and check out the  Nor-
maal Amsterdams Peil 
(NAP) display. NAP is 
the Netherlands’ sea-
level measurement, and 
the exhibit shows how 
much of Amsterdam 
falls below it.

 3 Blauwbrug
  Cross the river via the 
1884  Blauwbrug (Blue 
Bridge). Inspired by Par-
is’ Alexander III bridge, 
it features tall, ornate 
street lamps topped by 
the imperial crown of 
Amsterdam, fish sculp-
tures, and foundations 

 2� The Walk
    More canals flow in Amsterdam than in Venice. Get 
the camera ready, because this walk will go by some 
of the city’s loveliest waterways. They’re more than 
just a pretty picture, though. For more than four cen-
turies the canals have kept Amsterdam above water, 
since they help drain the soggy landscape. Today 
100km of channels do their duty. Romantic back-
drops and groovy boating spots are a lucky bonus.

 Start Corner of Staalstraat and Groenburgwal; tram 
4/9/14/16/24/25 Muntplein 

  Finish De Ysbreeker; tram 3 Wibautstraat 

  Length 3km; two hours with dawdling 

 5� Take a Break
 Play the piano or board games amid the vintage-
thrift decor at   Café Langereis (see p 78 ), a sweet 
spot at the foot of the Blauwbrug (Blue Bridge).
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shaped like the prow of 
a medieval ship.

 4 Reguliersgracht
  Walk along the Heren-
gracht to  Reguliers-
gracht (p 74 ), the ‘seven 
bridges’ canal. Stand 
with your back to the 
Thorbeckeplein  and the 
Herengracht flowing 
directly in front of you. 
Lean over the bridge 
and sigh at the seven 
humpbacked arches 
leading down the canal 
straight ahead. 

 5 Magere Brug
  Walk along the Keiz-
ergracht and turn right 
toward the wedding-
photo-favourite 
 Magere Brug (Skinny 
Bridge). According to 
legend, two sisters built 
it. They lived on op-
posite sides of the river 
and wanted an easy way 
to visit each other. Alas, 
they only had enough 
money to construct a 
narrow bridge.

 6 Amstelsluizen
  Continue south to the 
 Amstelsluizen. These 
impressive locks, dating 
from 1674, allow the 
canals to be flushed 
with fresh water. The 
sluices on the city’s west 

side are left open as 
the stagnant water is 
pumped out to sea.

 7 De Ysbreeker
  Cross the river once 
more; take Prof Tulpplein 
past the InterContinental 
hotel to  De Ysbreeker 

(p 120 ). The building used 
to be an inn for the tough 
guys who broke ice on 
the Amstel so boats could 
pass. Take a seat on the 
enormous waterfront ter-
race to see what’s gliding 
by these days.

Best Walks
 Amsterdam’s 
Splashiest Canals

 Amsterdam’s Splashiest Canals  151150
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 1 Amsterdam School 
Architecture
  The remarkable housing project 
  Het Schip (%418 28 85; www.hetschip.
nl; Spaarndammerplantsoen 140; admission 
€7.50; h11am-5pm Tue-Sun; g22 Zaanstraat) 
is the pinnacle of Amsterdam School 
architecture.  Michel de Klerk designed 
the triangular block, loosely resembling 
a ship, for railway employees. It now 
hosts a small museum.

 2 Patch of Green
  From Het Schip, walk southeast along 
the train tracks and cut through a 
small underpass to   Westerpark (Haar-
lemmerweg; j3 Haarlemmerplein). The 
pond-dappled green space is a cool-cat 
hang-out that blends into  Westergas-
fabriek, a former gasworks trans-
formed into an edgy cultural park.

 3 Terrace Drinks
  On sunny afternoons young, artsy pro-
fessionals flock to the massive outdoor 
terrace (and one coveted comfy swing) 
at   Westergasterras (www.westergasterras
.nl; Klönneplein 4; hfrom 11am Mon-Fri, from 
10am Sat & Sun; j10 Van Limburg-Stirum-
straat). A toasty fireplace makes the cafe 
equally inviting indoors. It’s perfect for 
a vino and mackerel salad sandwich. 
Late at night it morphs into a club.

 4 Caribbean Flavour
     Toko MC (%475 04 25; www.tokomc.nl; 
Polonceaukade 5; mains €17-20; hfrom noon 
Tue-Sun; j10 Van Limburg-Stirumstraat) 
fulfils many needs. It’s part Caribbean-
soulfood restaurant (think grilled 

sardines and baked pumpkin), part 
paper-lantern-lit bar pouring cane-
sugar cocktails, and part late-night 
club where DJs spin world music. The 
attached MC Theatre hosts multicul-
tural music and dance performances.

 5 Western Islands
  The   Western Islands (Westelijke Eilanden; 
j3 Zoutkeetsgracht) were originally 
home to shipworks and the West 
India Trading Company’s warehouses, 
which buzzed with activity in the 
early 1600s. The district is a world 
unto itself, cut through with canals 
and linked with small drawbridges. 
It’s well worth a wander among the 
charming homes and artists’ studios.

 6 Scenic Zandhoek
  Be sure to visit the   Zandhoek (Realenei-
land; j3 Zoutkeetsgracht), a photogenic 
stretch of waterfront on the eastern 
shore. Now a modern yacht harbour 
(with motorboat rentals available), 
back in the 17th century it was a 
‘sandmarket’, where ships would pur-
chase bags of the stuff for ballast. 

 7 Foodie Love at Marius
  Foodies swoon over pocket-sized   Mar-
ius (%422 78 80; Barentszstraat 173; mains 
€26-38, set menu €47.50; hdinner Tue-Sat; 
j3 Zoutkeetsgracht). Chef Kees, an alum-
nus of California’s Chez Panisse, shops 
daily at local markets, then creates his 
menu from what he finds (eg grilled 
prawns with fava bean purée). He also 
operates a sausage-and-wine bar a few 
doors west. 

 Getting There

  The area borders the 
Jordaan to the north-
west; it’s 1.6km from 
Centraal Station.

 U Trams 3 and 10 
swing by the area.

 J Bus 22 goes to Het 
Schip.

   A reedy wilderness, a post-industrial culture 
complex and a drawbridge-filled adventure await 
those who make the trip to Westerpark and the 
Western Islands. It’s a whole different world, a 
stone’s throw from Centraal Station. Architectural 
and foodie hot spots add to the hip, eco-urban 
mashup. The area’s rags-to-riches story is proto-
typical Amsterdam: abandoned factoryland hits 
the skids, squatters salvage it, and it rises again in 
creative fashion.

 Exploring Westerpark &
Western Islands

Local Life
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 y� Top Tips
  The main entrance is 

at the top (northeast) of 
the park on Stadhoud-
erskade. As you walk 
southwest, the path splits 
o   to the left or right and 
makes a complete circle 
in either direction. 

  Telltale iron gates mark 
several other entrances 
around the perimeter.

  The park’s  at, wind-
ing paths are prime for 
pedalling. The closest 
bicycle rental shop is 
  MacBike (www.macbike
.nl; Weteringschans 2; 
j1/2/5/7/10 Leidseplein) 
across the Singel from 
the main entrance.

  Check the schedule 
at the Openluchttheater 
(p 100 ), an outdoor 
stage with free concerts.

 5� Take a Break
 The terrace at Café 
Vertigo (p 98 ) has prime 
seats for watching the 
Vondelpark scene. 
For something more 
architecturally kooky, 
’t Blauwe Theehuis 
(p 99 ) sets up some 
700 seats outdoors 
around its flying-sau-
ceresque building.

 Don’t Miss
 Early History
  The park is named after the Shakespeare of 
the Netherlands, poet and playwright Joost 
van den Vondel  (1587–1679). The English-style 
grounds were laid out on marshland – a typically 
Dutch feat of drainage and landscaping – in the 
1860s and ’70s. If it feels like a picture-perfect 
playground for the bourgeoisie, that’s because 
city planners designed it as such. They hoped it 
would soften the loss of the Plantage, the east-
side park that became residential around this 
time.

 Hippie History
  During the late 1960s and early 1970s, Dutch 
authorities turned the park into a temporary 
open-air dormitory for the droves of hippies who 
descended on Amsterdam. The sleeping bags are 
long gone, but remnants of the era live on in the 
squats that fringe the park, such as OT301 and 
OCCII, now both legalised into underground 
cultural centres.

 The Grounds
  The park’s 120 acres roll out ponds, lawns, gar-
dens and winding paths that encourage visitors 
to get out and explore. While more than 10 mil-
lion people per year converge on the green space, 
it never feels too crowded to enjoy.

 Highlights
  Follow the signs to the pretty rose garden in the 
middle of the park. Pablo  Picasso’s sculpture The 
Fish dots the landscape nearby. Neon-green par-
rots flit through the trees; once pets, they were 
released into the wild decades ago. And don’t 
forget the cafes, teahouse and outdoor theater in 
the park. 

   New York has Central Park. London has Hyde 
Park. And Amsterdam has the lush urban idyll of 
the Vondelpark, where tourists, lovers, cyclists, 
backpackers, cartwheeling children and 
champagne-swilling revellers all come out to play. 
On warm weekends, an open-air party atmos-
phere ensues: some kick back by reading a book, 
others hook up with friends to share a spliff or 
cradle a beer at one of the cafes, while others 
trade songs on beat-up guitars. In short, it’s pure 
magic.

  Map p 94 , E2

  www.vondelpark.nl

  Stadhouderskade

  h24 hr

  j2/5 Hobbemastraat
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 Vondelpark
Top Sights

Cycling through Vondelpark

93VondelparkVondelpark & Old South92
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#EMuseum het
Rembrandthuis

Southern Canal 
Belt (p000)
By day, visit the city's 
less-heralded museums. 
By night, party at the 
clubs around 
Leidseplein and 
Rembrandtplein.

Harbour & Eastern 
Docklands (p000)
The harbour's hip, 
ever-changing skyline 
extends into the edgy 
Eastern Docklands,    
adored by the design                                    
clique for its architectural 
experimentation.

Nieuwmarkt & 
Plantage (p000)
See Rembrandt's studio 
and Amsterdam's 
Jewish heritage in 
Nieuwmarkt, and 
gardens and a beery 
windmill in the Plantage. 

Top SightsE
Museum het 
Rembrandthuis 

Oosterpark & 
Around (p000)
The Oost is one of the 
city's most culturally 
diverse neighbourhoods, 
with Moroccan and 
Turkish enclaves and 
some great trendsetting 
clubs.
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Vondelpark

Royal Palace
(Koninklijk Paleis)

Anne Frank
Huis

Van Gogh Museum Rijksmuseum

Vondelpark & Old 
South (p000)
Vondelpark is a green 
lung with personality, 
adjacent to the genteel 
Old South, home to 
Amsterdam's grandest 
museums.

Top SightsE
Van Gogh Museum 
Rijksmuseum 
Vondelpark 

De Pijp (p000)
Ethnic meets trendy in 
this recently gentrified 
neighbourhood, best 
sampled at the colourful 
Albert Cuypmarkt and 
the  multicultural 
eateries that surround 
it.

City Centre (p000)

Top SightsE
Royal Palace 

The busiest section of 
town for visitors, 
Amsterdam's medieval 
core mixes fairy-tale 
Golden Age buildings, 
brown cafes and the 
lurid Red Light District.

                               
(Koninklijk Palais)

Jordaan & Western 
Canals (p000)
The Jordaan teems with 
cosy pubs and lanes 
ideal for getting lost. 
The Western Canals 
unfurl quirky boutiques 
and waterside cafes.

Top SightsE
Anne Frank Huis
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Museum het
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Royal Palace
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Van Gogh Museum Rijksmuseum

Southern Canal 
Belt (p66)
By day, visit the city's 
less-heralded museums. 
By night, party at the 
clubs around 
Leidseplein and 
Rembrandtplein.

Harbour & Eastern 
Docklands (p138)
The harbour's hip, 
ever-changing skyline 
extends into the edgy 
Eastern Docklands,    
adored by the design                                  
clique for its architectural 
experimentation.

Vondelpark & Old 
South (p84)
Vondelpark is a green 
lung with personality, 
adjacent to the genteel 
Old South, home to 
Amsterdam's grandest 
museums.

Top SightsE
Van Gogh Museum 
Rijksmuseum 
Vondelpark 

Nieuwmarkt & 
Plantage (p122)
See Rembrandt's studio 
and Amsterdam's 
Jewish heritage in 
Nieuwmarkt, and 
gardens and a beery 
windmill in the Plantage. 

Top SightsE
Museum het 
Rembrandthuis 

De Pijp (p102)
Ethnic meets trendy in 
this recently gentrified 
neighbourhood, best 
sampled at the colourful 
Albert Cuypmarkt and 
the multicultural 
eateries that surround 
it.

Oosterpark & 
Around (p114)
The Oost is one of the 
city's most culturally 
diverse neighbourhoods, 
with Moroccan and 
Turkish enclaves and 
some great trendsetting 
clubs.

City Centre (p22)

Top SightsE
Royal Palace 

The busiest section of 
town for visitors, 
Amsterdam's medieval 
core mixes fairy-tale 
Golden Age buildings, 
brown cafes and the 
lurid Red Light District.

                               
(Koninklijk Paleis)

Jordaan & Western 
Canals (p42)
The Jordaan teems with 
cosy pubs and lanes 
ideal for getting lost. 
The Western Canals 
unfurl quirky boutiques 
and waterside cafes.

Top SightsE
Anne Frank Huis

 Neighbourhoods
 Amsterdam 

Neighbourhoods  1918

 For more information,
see Survival Guide (p 172 )

   Currency
 Euro (€)

  Language
 Dutch and English

  Visas
 Generally not required for stays up to 

three months. Some nationalities require a 
Schengen visa.

  Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 
accepted in most hotels but not all 

restaurants. Non-European credit cards
 are sometimes rejected.

    Mobile Phones
 Local SIM cards can be used in European 

and Australian phones. Standard North 
American GSM 1900 phones will not work.

  Time
 Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus 

one hour).

  Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs have two round pins; electrical current 
is 220V. North American visitors will require 

an adaptor and a transformer.

    Tipping
 Tip 5% to 10% in restaurants and taxis, or just 

round up to the next euro. Give hotel porters 
a few euros.

 Getting Around
 Walking and cycling are the primary ways to 
travel around the small, densely packed city. 
GVB passes in chip-card form are the most 
convenient option for public transport. Buy 
them at VVV offices or from tram conduc-
tors. Always wave your card at the pink-
logoed machine when entering and depart-
ing.

 Walking
 Central Amsterdam is compact and easy to 
cover by foot.

 H Bicycle
 Cycling is locals’ main mode of getting 
around. Rental companies are all over town; 
bikes cost about €12.50 per day.

 U Tram
 Trams are fast, frequent and ubiquitous, 
operating between 6am and 12.30am. A one-
hour fare is €2.70, a day-pass is €7.50.

J Bus
 The bus system primarily serves the outer 
districts; it’s not much use in the city centre. 
Same fare as trams.

m Metro
Similarly to the bus system, the metro 
system mainly serves the outer district.

 N Ferry
 Free ferries depart for northern Amsterdam 
from docks behind Centraal Station.

 K Taxi
 Taxis are expensive and not very speedy 
given Amsterdam’s maze of streets. Fares 
are €1.95 per km; the meter starts at €2.65. 

 Arriving in 
Amsterdam

 Most  people flying to Amsterdam arrive at 
Schiphol International Airport (AMS; www
.schiphol.nl), 18km southwest of the city 
centre. National and international trains 
arrive at Centraal Station (CS) in the city 
centre.

 A From Schiphol Airport

 Destination  Best Transport
 City Centre/Jordaan  Train to Centraal 

Station

 Nieuwmarkt/Plantage  Train to Centraal 
Station

 De Pijp/Southern Canal 
Belt (except Leidseplein)

 Train to Centraal 
Station

 Old South/Vondelpark/
Leidseplein

 Bus 197

 From Centraal Station

 Destination  Best Transport
City Centre & Red 
Light District

Tram 4, 9, 16, 24, 25

Jordaan & 
Western Canals

Tram 1, 2, 5, 13

 Southern Canal 
Belt

 Tram 1, 2, 5 for 
Leidseplein; Tram 4, 9 
for Rembrandtplein

 Old South & 
Vondelpark

 Tram 1, 2, 5

De Pijp Tram 16, 24

Nieuwmarkt & 
Plantage

Tram 9

 At the Airport/Train Station
 Schiphol Airport   ATMs, currency exchanges, 
tourist info, car hire, train tickets, luggage 
storage, shopping mall and food court.

 Centraal Station ATMs, currency exchanges, 
tourist info, restaurants, shops, luggage stor-
age and train tickets.

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than €100 

     Dorm bed €22–€35

   Supermarkets and lunchtime specials 
for food €15

   Boom Chicago discount ticket €17

 Midrange €100–€200 
   Double room €125

   Three-course dinner in casual restaurant €30

   Concertgebouw ticket €40

 Top end more than €200 
   Four-star hotel double room €230

   Five-course dinner in top restaurant €50

   Private canal boat rental for two hours €90

 Useful Websites
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

amsterdam)  Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveller forum and more.

   I Amsterdam (www.iamsterdam.com) 
City-run portal packed with sightseeing, 
accommodation and event info.

   Time Out Amsterdam (www.timeout.com/
amsterdam) Cultural features and listings.

 Advance Planning
   Six months Book your hotel, especially if 

you’ll be visiting in summer.

   Two months Check calendars for the 
Concertgebouw, Muziekgebouw aan ’t IJ, 
Melkweg and Paradiso, and buy tickets. 

   One week Buy tickets online to the Van 
Gogh Museum, Anne Frank Huis and Rijks-
museum. Book walking and cycling tours 
and make reservations at top restaurants. 

 Before You Go Need to 
Know

Need to Know  1716QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

 Amsterdam ’s Best…
The best experiences

Best Walks
See the city on foot

The Best 
of  Amsterdam 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Amsterdam 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  
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Lonely Planet’s
 Amsterdam 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local 
Life’ pages will take you to 
some of the most exciting 
areas to experience the real 
 Amsterdam .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
j Tram
d Train
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 QuickStart 
Guide

 Welcome to 
Amsterdam

 Amsterdam works its fairy-tale magic in many ways: via 
the gabled, Golden Age buildings; glinting, boat-filled 
canals; and especially the cosy, centuries-old brown cafes, 
where candles burn low and beers froth high. Add in mega 
art museums and funky street markets, and it’s easy to 
see why this atmospheric city is one of Europe’s most 
popular getaways.

Amsterdam Top Sights ............................................ 8

Amsterdam Local Life .............................................12

Amsterdam Day Planner .........................................14

Need to Know ...........................................................16

Amsterdam Neighbourhoods ................................18
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