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VITAL PRACTICAL INFORMATION TO 

HELP YOU HAVE A SMOOTH TRIP

ON THE 
ROAD 

Tagalog, Pilipino, Filipino – the various lan-
guage names might cause confusion, but 
they re  ect the political history of the lingua 
franca across the 7000-island archipelago 
of the Philippines. Although not the mother 
tongue of every Philippine citizen, Filipino 
is spoken as a second language throughout 
the country (with over 165 other languages), 
and is an o   cial language used for university 
instruction and in most legal, business and 
governmental transactions (the other o
language being English). It belongs to the 
Malayo-Polynesian language family and has 
around 45 million speakers worldwide.

Filipino is easy to pronounce and most 
sounds are familiar to English speakers. In 

ddition, the relationship between Filipino 
nds and their spelling is straightforward 

onsistent, meaning that each letter is 
ronounced the same way. If you read 

d pronunciation guides as if they 
ou’ll be understood just 

ounced as in ‘aisle’, 
nded lips, 

Magandáng  ma·gan·da
araw pô. (pol) a·row po’
Magandáng  ma·gan·dan

(inf) a·row
Paalam na pô. (pol) pa·a·lam na 

(inf) ba·bai
(pol) o·po’

(inf) o·o
 Hindí pô. (pol) heen·dee

(inf) heen·de
Salamat pô. (pol) sa·la·m
Salamat. (inf) sa·la

 Walá pong  w
 anumán. (pol)

 anumán. (inf)
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 Contributing Authors
 Kate Morgan As a commissioning editor at Lonely Planet in Melbourne, Kate’s job involves shipping 
authors off  to exotic locations. Also working as a freelance writer and editor, she thought it was time 
to fi nally experience life on the road. After island-hopping on bangkas and gorging on fresh seafood 
in Cebu, she hopes it won’t be her last authoring trip.

 



OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of 
adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed 
for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to 
Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling 
together their fi rst travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. 
Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offi  ces in Melbourne, London and 
Oakland, with more than 600 staff  and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook 
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

 Greg Bloom
 Coordinating Author, Manila, Around Manila, Mindoro, The Visayas Greg lived in 
Manila for fi ve years before moving to Phnom Penh in 2009. He has travelled all 
over the country in the service of Lonely Planet, experiencing many highs (div-
ing Apo Reef, whalesharking in Donsol, spelunking in Samar) and lows (fl ying 
off  out of a moving jeepney, surviving a bus crash in Bicol, being pickpocketed 
on the MRT) along the way. When not writing about his favourite travel destina-

tion, Greg might be found snouting around the former Soviet Union (he once called Kyiv home) 
or running around Asia’s ultimate frisbee fi elds. Read about his trips at www.mytripjournal.com/
bloomblogs.

 Michael Grosberg
 Palawan, Mindanao & Sulu This is the fourth edition of the Lonely Planet Philip-
pines guidebook Michael has worked on. He’s returned for various magazine as-
signments and loves travelling in the PI as much for the friends he’s made along 
the way as the physical beauty of the islands. A reformed academic/journalist by 
trade, Michael has worked on over 17 Lonely Planet books and is based in Brook-
lyn, New York.

 Trent Holden
 The Visayas Despite being a regular visitor to Southeast Asia, the Visayas is a 
region that’s eluded Trent till now. It was well worth the wait. Exploring its eclectic 
islands via an endless connection of bangkas, habal-habals and jeepneys, he rates 
it right up there with some of the best beaches and friendliest people he’s encoun-
tered anywhere in the world. Trent lives in Melbourne where he works as a free-
lance writer and editor. He’s obsessed with AFL footy and everything punk rock. 

This is his fourth book for Lonely Planet, having co-authored titles such as India and Indonesia.

 Adam Karlin
 North Luzon, Southeast Luzon Adam admittedly ran into some frustrations in 
the Philippines. Major rains, typhoons and mudslides all came together to serve 
up the worst weather ever experienced on a Lonely Planet research trip. He blew 
a tyre out on his car at midnight in the middle of nowhere, Zambales. His wallet 
and passport got lifted while he was on his way to the airport. And yet – he loved 
the place. How can you not? The scenery is Edenic, there’s giant lizards carved 

into dark wooden doors and the people are as friendly as all get out. Adam has authored or con-
tributed to over 25 guidebooks for Lonely Planet.

Read more about Greg at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/gbloom4

Read more about Michael at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/michaelgrosberg

Read more about Adam at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/adamkarlin
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