
 Why Go?
  Although Western Australia (WA) is huge, you don’t have 
to travel too far from the capital to treat yourself to a tan-
talising taste of what the state has to offer. A day trip could 
see you frolicking with wild dolphins, snorkelling with sea 
lions, scooping up brilliant-blue crabs or spotting bilbies in 
the bush. Active types can find themselves canoeing, rafting, 
surfing, windsurfing, sandboarding, diving, skydiving and 
ballooning. Those who prefer pursuits less likely to ruffle 
one’s hair can linger at vineyards or craft breweries, settle 
down for a culinary feast, or explore historic towns classi-
fied by the National Trust.

 We’ve designed this chapter so that the main headings 
can be tackled as day trips, or better still, overnighters. If 
you’re embarking on a longer trip, whether north, south or 
east, you’ll find your first stop within these pages. Best Places

to Eat
   RiverBank Estate (p 106 ) 

   Dear Friends (p 106 ) 

   M on the Point (p 98 ) 

   Cervantes Country 
Club (p 116 ) 

   Rustico (p 97 ) 

 Best Places
to Stay

   Faversham House (p 108 ) 

   Amble Inn (p 116 ) 

   Mundaring Weir Hotel 
(p 103 ) 

   Rottnest Island Authority 
Cottages (p 94 ) 

   Lancelin Lodge YHA (p 114 ) 

  When to Go

 Mar Good beach 
weather and a 
fine time to spot 
thrombolites in 
Lake Clifton.

 Jun Food and 
wine excellence 
at the Avon Valley 
Gourmet Food & 
Wine Festival in 
Northam.

 Aug Wildflow-
ers bloom, and 
brave paddlers 
take on the Avon 
River Descent in 
Northam.
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Rottnest Island 
(Wadjemup)..................91
Rockingham ................ 96
Pinjarra ........................ 99
Swan Valley &
Guildford.................... 104
New Norcia .................110
Wildfl ower Way ............111
Sunset Coast .............. 113
Cervantes &
Pinnacles Desert ........ 114

 Around Perth

©Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd



ARO
UN

D PERTH  
ARO

UN
D PERTH  

ARO
UN

D PERTH
 A

R
O

U
N

D
 P

ER
T

H
 H

IG
H

LIG
H

T
S

90

Freight only
Latham

Northam to
Railway:

(140km)

(418km);
Newman (839km)

Meekatharra

Wave Rock

Mullewa (163km)

Mingenew (50km)Geraldton

Hyden

(151km)

(149km);

Morawa (65km);
Perenjori (25km);

Hangover Bay

      O C E A N

I N D I A N
Guilderton

Two Rocks

Dryandra

Serpentine

Grey

Yerecoin

Rockingham

York

Armadale

Binningup

Watheroo

River
Arthur

Hills

Latham

Coorow

Cunderdin

Coolimba

Bannister

Scarborough

Koorda

Wagin

Hillarys
Burns Beach

Bindi Bindi

Eneabba

Kalannie

Northam

Wyalkatchem
Dowerin

GoomallingGingin

Mogumber

Sorrento

Yanchep

Seabird

Ledge Point
Lancelin

Waddington
Wongan 

Cadoux

Ballidu
MooraDandaragan

Cataby

Cervantes
Pithara

Dalwallinu

Wubin

Badgingarra
Jurien Bay

Leeman

Carnamah

Quairading

Brookton

Narrogin

Pingelly

Williams

Dwellingup

Boddington

DarkanJunction
Brunswick

Bunbury
Australind

Harvey
Yarloop

WaroonaPreston Beach

Falcon
Mandurah

Pinjarra
North Dandalup

Jarrahdale

Fremantle

PERTH

Area
Rest
Coomallo

ib
B

Track

bulm
un

Sanctuary
Ravenswood

Railway
Hotham Valley

Yanchep National Park

National Park
Alexander Morrison

National Park
Tathra

National Park
Drover's Cave National Park

Watheroo

National Park
Badgingarra

Nambung National Park

Moore

Park
National

River

National Park
Yalgorup

National Park
Serpentine

D
arling   R

ange
D

arling   R
ange

Lakes
Cowcowing

Lake
Mongers

Goorly
Lake

Preston

Lakes
Yarra Yarra

Serpentine Dam

Lake

Island
Wedge

Garden Island

Seal Island
Island

Penguin

Kangaroo Point

Valley
Chittering

Cape Bouvard

ck

River

Murray

M
ortlock R

iver

River
Moore

River

MortloAvo
n  R

ive
r

Hotham River

107

120

20

1

1

1
116

30

40

94

115

60

95

115

1

95

115

D
r

O
cean

Indian

Hw
y

Gre
at

 N
or

th
er

n

Valley
Swan

Shoalwater Islands Marine Park

Rottnest Island (Wadjemup)

Lesueur National Park

Norcia
New

Desert
Pinnacles

Green Head

0 50 km
0 25 miles

�1 Cycling your way to 
a private slice of coastal 
paradise on Rottnest Island 
(Wadjemup; p 91 ), then 
spending the afternoon 
swimming, sunning and 
snorkelling

�2 Enjoying a sublime 
sunset over the other-worldly 
Pinnacles Desert (p 114 )

�3 Getting chipper with 
Flipper while palling about 
with scores of wild dolphins in 
Shoalwater Islands Marine 
Park (p 96 ) off  Rockingham

�4 Splashing about with sea 
lions at Green Head (p 117 )

�5 Exploring the intriguing 
monastery town of New 
Norcia (p 110 )

�6 Getting your foodie fi x at 
the vineyards, breweries and 
artisan producers of the Swan 
Valley (p 104 )

�7 Immersing yourself in the 
wonderful wildfl owers of the 
Lesueur National Park (p 115 )
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