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Whether you’ve got six days or
60, these itineraries provide a
starting point for the trip of a
lifetime. Want more inspiration?
Head online to www.lonelyplanet.

OO S com/thorntree to chat with other
ltlnerarles trawvellers.

Rottnest
Island

Perth
Fremantle i

INDIAN (

OCEAN \

Bunbury S
Geographe N
Bay
Dunsborough?~o./
Busselton :
Balingup

Margaret River!
‘——Borunup Nannup
\ Dr

Cape Leeuwin ~ Augusta

One Week
A Southwest Short Circuit

If you've got limited time, this itinerary offers a taster of the best the state has to offer -

city life, colonial history, beaches, wildlife, wine, forests and rural roads. Base yourself

in either Perth or Fremantle and spend three days exploring the conjoined cities and
one day on Rottnest Island. Hire a car and head south, stopping first at Bunbury for
lunch and a visit to the Dolphin Encounter Centre. Continue on to Geographe Bay, bas-
ing yourself in either Busselton or Dunsborough, and use the rest of the day to explore
the beaches. Pick up a wine region map and spend day six checking out the wineries, surf
beaches and caves, all of which are in close proximity. Base yourself in the Margaret River
township that night and head to the local pub. The next morning, head to Augusta via
Caves Rd and take the scenic detour through the karri forest along unsealed Borunup
Drive. Visit Cape Leeuwin, where the Indian and Southern Oceans meet, before heading
back to Bunbury on a picturesque rural drive through Nannup and Balingup. From here
it’s a two-hour drive back to Perth.



\?avi/lz? Mundaring

Rottnest O York

Island O OO O

Fremantle Perth Hyden &

Wave Rock
Q

Geographe
Bay

O
Dunsborough Bunbury
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O Margaret O O
Cape, River Hopetoun Q
Leeuwin=——Borunup Dr -
O Stirling Range

Augusta QPemberton Mt National Park

Barker
Porongurup
Denmark National Park

WalpoleOO Q OAlbany

Cape Le Grand
National Park

Valley of the
Giants Tree Top SOUTHERN
Walk
OCEAN
Three Weeks
The Southwest Uncut

Australia’s southwest corner is a magical part of the continent and this itinerary covers

its main highlights; bump it up by another week to really relax into it. Start by following

the previous itinerary as far as Cape Leeuwin, but spend a second night in Margaret
River for more winery and beach time.

Continue on to Pemberton, set amid three heavily forested national parks, for more win-
eries and the Karri Forest Explorer scenic drive. The next day, continue through Walpole to
the extraordinary Valley of the Giants Tree Top Walk, then press on to Denmark. Check
out the beaches and still more wineries before making the short hop to Albany on the fol-
lowing day. Base yourself there for two days of swimming (in summer), whale-watching (in
winter) and exploring the beautiful coastal national parks that surround it.

Head north for a quick look at Mt Barker (more wineries) before scuttling east to spend
the night at the foot of Porongurup National Park. Spend the next day (or two) tackling
the mountainous tracks either here or at Stirling Range National Park further north.

From here the driving distances get longer. Continue through Ongerup and Jerramungup
to the South Coast Hwy and at Ravensthorpe hop down to Hopetoun to spend the night.
This will take about three hours from the Stirling Range, so you’ll have the afternoon to
hang out on the beach. The following day, head back to the South Coast Hwy and continue
east to Esperance, a drive of around 214 hours. Base yourself there for at least two days -
spending one of them exploring gorgeous Cape Le Grand National Park.

Head back on the South Coast Hwy and turn north just past Ravensthorpe for the road to
Hyden and extraordinary Wave Rock (allow four hours driving). The following day, head
west on Hwy 40 to Brookton and then turn north on the Great Southern Hwy and follow the
Avon Valley to quaintly colonial York (allow 3% hours). For your last day, take a leisurely
drive back to Perth via Mundaring, stopping at the Swan Valley wineries en route.

You could easily make this itinerary shorter by heading straight to Hyden from the Stir-
ling Range, or by taking the Albany Hwy directly to Perth from Mt Barker.
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HONEYMOON
BAY

O Kalumburu
Mitchell .
Plateau Drysdale River Cambridge
National Park Gulf
NDIAN )
INDIAN O Five  Parry
i Rivers Lagoons
OCEAN Nature
Drysdale Lookgby Reserve Ord
River T Wyndhamooc River
Kalumburu Rd—- Home.O o 8
Mt Elizabeth Valley / Kununurra
Bungle Bungle Station Station ?
lange Q Questro %nglfgg
Dampier
Peninsula Hl\gl;'tA OGalvans
Derb Lennard Geijkie Gorge
)(') River GorgeO Purnululu
) Mornington National
Gibb River RA—" " Lennard'€) Wilderness Park
Windjana Gorge “( River i
O TunnelGorge
Broome Creek
One Month
Kimberley Outback

The biggest adventure in the west leaves Broome during the Dry and traverses the

heart of the rugged Kimberley by 4WD. First stop is the Dampier Peninsula, with

its Aboriginal communities, beautiful beaches and mud crabs, and your last salt water
swim. Take the back road to Derby, with its boabs, then onto the Gibb River Rd where
Lennard River is the first of many inviting gorges. Explore wildlife and gorges at Mt Hart
and remote Mornington Wilderness Camp and look for Wandjina at Galvans Gorge
and Mt Elizabeth Station. Turn off onto the Kalumburu Rd, check the road conditions
at Drysdale River and drive onto the Mitchell Plateau, with its forests of livistona and
mind-blowing falls. Marvel at the area’s rock art before hitting the northern coast and ex-
cellent fishing at Honeymoon Bay, just beyond the mission community of Kalumburu.

It’s all downhill from here as you retrace your route back to the Gibb, then turn left for
wonderful Home Valley Station, where someone else can do the cooking and the soft beds
make a pleasant change to camping. Nearby El Questro has gorges a plenty, none more
beautiful than Emma Gorge. Soon youTe back on asphalt, but not for long as you take
in the amazing birdlife of Parry Lagoons Nature Reserve. Let Wyndham’s Five Rivers
Lookout blow your mind with its view of Cambridge Gulf, before heading for the civility
of Kununurra, with its excellent food and supplies. You can look for fruit-picking work,
ride a canoe down the mighty Ord River, or jump back behind the wheel for the wonders of
Purnululu, the orange-domed Bungle Bungle Range. Darwin and the Northern Territory
are beckoning, or you can follow the Great Northern Hwy back to Broome, stopping in at
beautiful Geikie Gorge for a relaxing boat cruise where you might spot freshwater crocs. If
you don’t see any, don’t worry, as nearby Windjana Gorge has loads sunning on the river
banks. Grab your torch and head for a cold wade through the icy waters of Tunnel Creek,
with its bats and rock art, before planting the pedal back to Broome, where you won’t care
how much that beer costs anymore.
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Peninsula
INDIAN 80-Mile
Port Beach
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Exmouthoy (J Park
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Coral Bay O
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Carnarvoncy
SHARK BAY
Monkey MiaQ
Hamelin Poolﬂ()
Kalbarri
INDIAN  National Park——€3
Kalbarri O
OCEAN
Geraldton Q
Greenough O Perenjori
Green
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Pinnacles ar]
Desert Q
OPerth
Two Weeks One Week
Indian Ocean Dreaming Pilbara Jewels

Beautiful beaches, spectacular sunsets

and diverse wildlife are constant com-
panions on this coastal cruise. Take Indian
Ocean Dr north from Perth to Cervantes
for sunset on the otherwordly Pinnacles
Desert. Cruise the wildflower-laden Kwon-
gan backroads and marvel at Lesueur Na-
tional ParKk’s flora before snorkelling with
sea lions at Green Head. Follow the flowers
out to Perenjori, then hit the cafes and mu-
seums of Geraldton. Have a surf on a Kite-
board, then move onto the wonderful coast-
line of Kalbarri. Enjoy a canoe in the gorg-
es before sampling the outback on the long
drive to World Heritage-listed Shark Bay.
Watch dolphins at Monkey Mia, go sail-
ing with dugongs and learn about ‘country’
on an Indigenous cultural tour. Check out
the stromatolites of Hamelin Pool, before
putting in more ‘road time’ on the stretch to
Carnarvon, with its huge NASA dish. Drop
into Gnaraloo for world-class waves and
searing sunsets, before arriving at tiny Cor-
al Bay and Exmouth, where whale sharks,
manta rays and turtles inhabit the exquisite
Ningaloo Marine Park. You can fly out of
Exmouth, drive back to Perth in two days
(overnighting in historic Greenough), or

push onto the gorges of Karijini.

You'll camp most of the way on this link

between Ningaloo and Broome, with long
empty beaches, shady pools and surprisingly
good food. From Exmouth, take Burkett Rd
back to the highway, and head north, turn-
ing off to salty Onslow for the excellent
NikKis restaurant and the aptly named
Sunrise and Sunset beaches. Go back to
the highway then continue north and turn-
off via Pannawonica to the restful, shady
Crossing Pool in Millstream National
Park. Admire the mesas and breakaways
of the Chichester Range before dropping
in on Tom Price for fuel, internet and sup-
plies. Spend the next few days camped in
Karijini National Park, exploring the sub-
lime gorges and indulging in a spot of peak-
bagging among the state’s highest moun-
tains. Take the Great Northern Hwy directly
to Port Hedland, and scoff some wonder-
ful coffee and cake in the air-conditioned
Zephyr railcar, before camping at pristine
80-mile Beach, where you might spot nest-
ing turtles. Your last leg is a long stretch of
nothing as you skirt the Great Sandy Des-
ert to arrive in tropical Broome. You can
bail out here or tool-up for the Kimberley.
Alternatively, skip the country on a direct
Bali flight from Port Hedland.
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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of
adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed
for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to
Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but
inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling
together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.
Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and
Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook
should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.

OUR WRITERS

Peter Dragicevich
Coordinating Author, Perth & Fremantle, Around Perth, Margaret River & the
Southwest, South Coast If his great-grandfather Jure Dragicevich hadn't died in
mysterious circumstances beneath a train in Kalgoorlie in 1913, Peter may have
been born Western Australian. Instead, the family continued on to New Zealand,
where Peter lived until his newspaper career took him to Australia in the late 1990s.
He's subsequently worked on more than 20 Lonely Planet titles, including Sydney
and East Coast Australia. Co-authoring Perth & West Coast Australia takes him one step closer to
his goal of circumnavigating the continent, one book at a time. It also provided an opportunity to visit
his great-grandfather’s grave in a dusty corner of Kalgoorlie cemetery, connect with cousins in Perth,
Wellard and Albany, and ponder once again the great waves of immigration that led people from far-
flung corners of the globe to this vast, unrelenting land.

Read more about Peter at:
lonelyplanet.com/members/peterdragicevich

Rebecca Chau

Rebecca first started learning about Western Australia quite a while ago: back in
the 80s, when she started school in Albany, in the south of the state. After growing
up in this land crinkled by beaches and coveted by whales, she moved to Perth,
and later became a commissioning editor for Lonely Planet in Melbourne. Also

an author on the previous edition of this guide, she heads back to WA a couple of
times a year. Perth's City Beach is her favourite pocket of sand and sea.

Steve Waters

Around Perth, Monkey Mia & the Central Coast, Coral Bay & the Pilbara, Broome
& Around

Steve's first big trip through WA in a battered Torana included sleeping in the Pin-
nacles car park, cooking up fresh fish over a camp stove and trying to traverse the
Kimberley during the Wet. On subsequent visits he chased the state’s extremities
in Karijini and Edel Land, and slept in the Pinnacles car park. This trip covered
17600kms, five blown tyres, four lost hats, three pairs of wrecked sunglasses and a close shave with
an emu as he traversed the coast from Kalumburu to Cervantes and everywhere in between. Steve's
also authored the West Sumatra chapter of Lonely Planet's Indonesia, and while not on the road, can
be found in LP's Melbourne office playing with databases.
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